
DANCE SEASON
2026-2027



The Mayfair Minis Elite
Early Childhood Performing Company Curriculum 
(Ages 4–6)

Program Overview
The Mayfair Minis is the premier early childhood 
division of The Mayfair Performing Company, 
designed to identify, train, and develop exceptional 
young dancers who demonstrate talent, discipline, 
confidence, and a passion for performing.

This is not a recreational dance class. The Mayfair 
Minis is an accelerated performance program that 
prepares dancers for future company training 
through intensive technical instruction, artistic 
development, and performance opportunities. To 
ensure individualized instruction and maximum 
growth, company classes are limited in size.

The Mayfair Performing Company is a 
registered 501(c)(3) non-profit organization.

Contributions are tax-deductible as permitted by law.

ALWAYS WANTED TO BE PART OF MAYFAIR
WE’RE BAAAACK!

NOW IS THE TIME!



Ballet Technique
CORE OBJECTIVE:
Build posture, turnout from the hips, foot articulation 
(pointing/flexing), and graceful arm placement.

Tap Rhythms &
Articulation
CORE OBJECTIVE:
Clean ankle articulation, weight distribution on the balls 
of the feet, and precise rhythmic timing. The tap program 
is based on the acclaimed Tommy Sutton Tap Method.

Jazz & Hip�Hop
CORE OBJECTIVE:
Sharp execution, isolations, musical timing, performance 
projection, and rhythmic weight transfers.

Acro Technique
CORE OBJECTIVE:
Flexibility, core strength, wrist strength, and controlled 
balance elements safely executed.

Energy &
Dynamic Style

Weekly Training Schedule
Day One (1.5 Hours) Thursday 5 - 6:30 pm
Day Two (2.5 Hours) Saturdays 9 - 11:30 am 
4 hrs weekly

All students must
be available for both
days of classes

AUDITIONS
Audition Registration is now open for prospective students. 
Please note that all candidates must complete an audition 
process to be considered for admission into this program.  The 
Mayfair Minis program is an accelerated early childhood 
training program designed for young dancers between the ages 
of 4 and 6. Due to the rigorous and specialized nature of this 
curriculum, all applicants are required to audition to ensure 
proper evaluation, program admission, and suitable placement.  
ALL STUDENTS WISHING TO AUDITION MUST REGISTER!  

SUNDAY, SEPT 13th, 2026 2:00PM
Mayfair Arts Center (MAC) 8701 So. Bennett, 
Chicago, Il. 60617
The Mayfair Minis are looking for exceptional young dancers 
who demonstrate talent, discipline, confidence, and a passion
for performing. Ages 4-5 & 6.

Audition Fee $35.00 (non refundable)

Results will be sent on Monday, Sept 14th, 2026.
Parent and student orientation will take place on
Thursday, Sept 17th, 2026 at the MAC center at 5:00pm.
Classes will begin on Saturday, Sept 19th, 2026.

REGISTER NOW!

REGISTER NOW!

https://app.gostudiopro.com/online/index.php?account_id=36744
https://app.gostudiopro.com/online/index.php?account_id=36744


Program Director:
Jhaianne Cooper

Instructors:
Jhaianne Cooper
JaNiah Cooper

Administration:
Peggy Sutton

Mayfair Arts
Center
8701 So. Bennett, Chicago, Il. 60617 
mayfairminis@gmail.com 
mayfairperformingco.com

Tuition
Mayfair Minis Dance Season 2026-2027
Audition/Registration Fee  $35.00 (non refundable - required for all students)
Entire dance season Sept 17th 2026 - June 2027. $2995.00
Payment can be made in full or divided into 6 payments (5% fee added per payment)

All parents and students must  enroll in auto-pay before they can register
for classes online in the Parent Portal.

REGISTER NOW!

REGISTER NOW!

The Mayfair Performing Co is offering (4)  
$500.00 scholarships for this program to 
deserving students. These students must
be present at the audition and ready to start 
classes on Sept 17th, 2026.

Audition results will be posted on Monday, 
Sept 14th, 2026.

Parent and student orientation will take 
place on Thursday, Sept 17th, 2026 at the 
MAC center at 5:00pm. Classes will begin on 
Saturday, Sept 19th, 2026.

https://app.gostudiopro.com/online/index.php?account_id=36744
https://app.gostudiopro.com/online/index.php?account_id=36744
https://mayfairperformingco.com/




Ms. Peggy Sutton is a prominent figure in the world of dance education, 
known for her dedication to preserving and promoting the art form and 
is currently considered “Chicago Dance Royalty”.


Early Life and Mayfair Academy's Founding
Born into a legacy of dance, Peggy Sutton is the daughter of renowned 
Tap Master Mr. Tommy Sutton. Her father founded the Mayfair Academy 
of Fine Arts in Chicago, Illinois, in 1957. His vision was to provide dance 
as a cultural and physical asset for the children in his community, 
especially those who were underserved due to segregation at the time. 


The academy grew significantly, impacting thousands of students.


Leading Mayfair Academy
In 1978, Ms. Sutton took over the leadership of Mayfair Academy, from her father. For over 
40 years, until 2020, she served as executive director, teaching and mentoring over 20,000 
students. In 2004 she expanded Mayfair’s reach in opening Mayfair Too! in Chicago’s South 
Suburbs and in 2010 spearheading the “Mayfair on the Move” campaign relocating Mayfair 
from it historic location on east 79th St to a new location on 87th and Bennett Ave 
becoming the Mayfair Performing Company. She was instrumental in managing the 
day-to-day operations and creative direction of all Mayfair classes and productions. Ms. 
Sutton also headed the Tap department, where she taught the internationally recognized 
"Tommy Sutton Tap Method" developed by her father.


Under her direction, Mayfair productions were staged at many of Chicago's finest cultural 
venues, including:


• UIC Pavilion
• Medinah Temple
• The Chicago Theater
• The Skyline Stage at Navy Pier
• The Chicago Hilton & Towers
• The Museum of Science & Industry


These productions entertained audiences of up to 5,000 people, providing students with 
invaluable exposure to professional performing arts environments.


Beyond Mayfair, Ms. Sutton's choreography was featured in various events for organizations 
such as the Chicago Links Cotillion, The Dance Ministries of TUCC, The Chicago Public 
Schools, The Chicago Park District, Valparaiso University, and numerous Dance 
Competitions.


• The DuSable Museum
• The Logan Center for the Arts
• Harold Washington Cultural Center
• The Harris Theater for Dance & Music
• The Arie Crown Theater


HONOREE







Throughout her illustrious career, Sutton has earned widespread recognition for her 
leadership and artistic influence. Her accolades include the Chocolate Chip Theater Co. 
“Smart Cookie" award, the Alpha Kappa Alpha "Pearls of Excellence" award, the ETA Gala 
"Demonstrating the Faith" award, and the Chicago Defender "Women of Excellence" 
award. In 2008 alone, she was honored as Zeta Phi Beta's "Woman of the Year" and 
received the prestigious Ruth Page Award. Other notable honors include the Sigma Gamma 
Rho Torch Award, the Delta Sigma Theta "Keeper of the Flame" award, and the Chicago 
Human Rhythm Project’s JUBA! Award for Lifetime Contribution to the Field of Tap Dance. 
Most recently, the inaugural "Mayfair Honors," scheduled for August 2026, will celebrate 
her 45 years of profound contributions to the global dance community.


Post-Mayfair and Archival Work
Mayfair Academy closed its doors in 2021 due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic. Ms. 
Sutton has transitioned her focus toward ensuring the longevity of the Mayfair Academy's 
history. Currently residing in Gilbert, Arizona, she is spearheading a comprehensive project 
to archive 63 years of Mayfair's cultural contributions. This initiative involves converting an 
extensive collection of photographs, VHS tapes, and DVDs into high-quality digital formats. 
Her objective is to protect the cultural integrity and rich heritage of Mayfair for future 
generations, ensuring her father's pioneering vision remains an accessible source of 
inspiration.


Ms. Sutton views her life's work as a continuation of the mission established by Mr. Tommy 
Sutton: to educate, expose, empower, and employ youth through the Fine Arts. Beyond 
artistic instruction, her leadership has focused on instilling confidence, cultural awareness, 
and community pride. By operating Mayfair as a successful African American and 
female-owned business for over four decades, she has provided a blueprint for the business 
of the arts. Her legacy is defined by Mayfair's status as a cultural institution that served the 
same community for over 60 years, fostering an environment where artistic excellence and 
social empowerment were inextricably linked.


HONOREE












Jhaianne Cooper is a dedicated dance educator who holds a Master’s Degree 
in Elementary Education from Loyola University Chicago, with specializations 
in English as a Second Language and Dance. She began her dance training at 
the age of three at Mayfair Academy and started teaching dance at just 
fourteen years old. Ms. Cooper has extensive experience across multiple dance 
genres, including ballet, jazz, tap, hip hop, African, modern, and contemporary 
styles, and encourages dancers to be versatile and confident artists while 
infusing dance literacy. An alumna of Alabama State University, where she was 
crowned Miss Alabama State University, she has taught throughout the 
Chicagoland area and in Chicago Public Schools. Currently, Ms. Cooper is 


building a new dance program at Mount Vernon Elementary School, where she serves as Dance 
Teacher and Arts Liaison, while proudly embracing her role as a mother of two.


Mayfair Academy provided me with the foundation to become a well-rounded dancer and instilled in 
me a lifelong love for teaching the youth of Chicago. The training, discipline, and mentorship I 
received shaped not only my technique, but also my purpose as an educator. My goal is to o�er 
every student a high-quality, equitable performing arts—especially dance—experience, just as Mayfair 
gave to me. 


Jhianne C��rHONOREE












Janiah C��r
JaNiah Cooper is a Chicago-born multidisciplinary artist 
—dancer, choreographer, filmmaker, and 
photographer—whose roots run deep at Mayfair Academy 
of Fine Arts. A proud South Side native, she has performed 
at Lollapalooza, the Apollo Theatre, Harris Theatre, and the 
Museum of Contemporary Arts Chicago, and has 
collaborated with artists including Chance the Rapper, 
Kamasi Washington, and Rhymefest. A graduate of 
Chicago High School for the Arts, she went on to attend 
CLI Conservatory in Easthampton, Massachusetts as a 
member of its inaugural class. She is the Founder and 
Creative Director of Freequency Universal LLC, a 
Chicago-based Marketing & Advertising agency 
specializing in Talent Management & Creative Direction. 
JaNiah carries the spirit of Mayfair with her in every stage 
she steps on.


DANCER











