
Ushers can provide an audio receiver with adjustable volume to enhance your hearing 
of the service. Please, return them to the usher’s table after the service. 
 

Thanksgiving Eve 
Prayer Service 

November 24, 2021, 5:30 p.m. 

 
 

Our Mission: To know Christ and to make Christ known. 
Our Vision: To follow Christ’s teaching in an atmosphere of love, joy, and 

healing. 
 
 

All are welcome! 



 

Be still and know that I am God! Psalm 46:10 
 

Please, as you enter the Church, observe a sacred silence to prepare yourself to the encounter 
with the Lord, and to allow others to do the same. You may want to use the following prayer... 

 

O Almighty God, who pours out on all who desire it the spirit of grace and of supplication: 
Deliver us, when we draw near to you, from coldness of heart and wanderings of mind, that with 

steadfast thoughts and kindled affections we may worship you in spirit and in truth; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.  (Prayer No. 64, Before Worship; BCP, p. 833) 

 
 

Prelude            Thanks be to God George Frederick Handel 

 The Word of God 
 

Processional Hymn 290  vs. 1 & 2   Come, Ye Thankful People, Come 
   

Opening Acclamation 
Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. And blessed is God’s kingdom, now 
and forever. Amen. 
 

Call to Worship Litany 
The world is filled with the glory of God, and we say, 
Thank you! 
The hills and valleys are filled with color, and we say, 
Thank you! 
The vines and trees are filled with fruit, and we say, 
Thank you! 
Our tables are overflowing with food, and we say, 
Thank you! 
Our life is filled with love of family and friends, and we say, 
Thank you! 
We fill this house of God with our voices, saying, 
Thank you! 
May the words of our mouths and the meditations of our hearts be acceptable to 
you, 0 God, as we enter into this service of thanksgiving and praise. 
- written by Carol Penner, and posted on Leading in Worship.  http://carofpenner.typepad.com/leadinginworship/ 
 

Collect of the Day 
The Lord be with you. And also with you. 
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Let us pray.  
Almighty and gracious Father, we give you thanks for the fruits of the earth in their 
season and for the labors of those who harvest them. Make us, we pray, faithful 
stewards of your great bounty for the provision of our necessities and the relief of all 
who are in need, to the glory of your Name; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives 
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

The First Reading                                                                              Joel 2:21-27 
A reading from the Book of Joel 
21 Do not fear, O soil; be glad and rejoice, for the LORD has done great things! 
22 Do not fear, you animals of the field, for the pastures of the wilderness are green; 
the tree bears its fruit, the fig tree and vine give their full yield.  23 O children of Zion, 
be glad and rejoice in the LORD your God; for he has given the early rain for your 
vindication, he has poured down for you abundant rain,  the early and the later rain, 
as before. 24 The threshing floors shall be full of grain; the vats shall overflow with 
wine and oil.  25 I will repay you for the years that the swarming locust has eaten, the 
hopper, the destroyer, and the cutter, my great army, which I sent against you.  26 You 
shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, and praise the name of the LORD your God, who 
has dealt wondrously with you.  And my people shall never again be put to shame.  
27 You shall know that I am in the midst of Israel, and that I, the LORD, am your God 
and there is no other.  And my people shall never again be put to shame. 
The Word of the Lord.  Thanks be to God. 
 

Psalm 126 A Harvest of Joy 
1 When the LORD restored the fortunes of Zion, we were like those who dream. 
2 Then our mouth was filled with laughter, and our tongue with shouts of joy; 
then it was said among the nations, “The LORD has done great things for them.” 
3 The LORD has done great things for us, and we rejoiced. 
4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like the watercourses in the Negeb. 
5 May those who sow in tears reap with shouts of joy. 
6 Those who go out weeping, bearing the seed for sowing, shall come home with 
shouts of joy, carrying their sheaves. 
Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit. As it was in the 
beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Sequence Hymn 291 vs. 1  We Plow the Fields 
 

The Holy Gospel                Matthew 6:25-33  
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew † Glory to you, 
Lord Christ. 
25 “Therefore I tell you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you 
will drink, or about your body, what you will wear. Is not life more than food, and 
the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air; they neither sow nor 
reap nor gather into barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of 
more value than they? 27 And can any of you by worrying add a single hour to your 
span of life? 28 And why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, 
how they grow; they neither toil nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his 
glory was not clothed like one of these. 30 But if God so clothes the grass of the field, 
which is alive today and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will he not much more 
clothe you—you of little faith? 31 Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What will we eat?’ 
or ‘What will we drink?’ or ‘What will we wear?’ 32 For it is the Gentiles who strive 
for all these things; and indeed your heavenly Father knows that you need all these 
things. 33 But strive first for the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these 
things will be given to you as well. 
The Gospel of the Lord.  Praise to you, Lord Christ.  
 

Meditation                                                                          The Rev. Bonnie Cain 

 

A Litany of Thanksgiving 

God eternal and righteous One, 
Who created the heavens and the earth,  
we gather to give you thanks. 
For breath that fills us with your life,  
For love that softens our hearts, 
For beauty revealed at every turn. 
 

Christ redeeming and forgiving One,  
Who is always faithful and merciful.  
We gather to give you thanks, 
For renewal, transforming our lives, 
For peace calming the chaos of our souls,  
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For hope restoring our faith. 
 

Spirit sustaining, and compassionate One, 
Who calls us into relationship with the living God,  
We give you thanks, 
For caring when our hearts are aching,  
For friends supportive in times of need,  
For generosity lavish and overflowing. 
 

God who created the earth and the heavens,  
Eternal, Redeeming and Sustaining One,  
We gather to give you thanks, 
We come with hearts full of gratitude, 
For all things good, 
We give you thanks for You. 
(Pause to express gratitude for your own areas of thanksgiving)  
 

For the universe immense and unknown, 
For the earth on which we live, 
For humankind made in your image. 
Thanks and praise to God our creator. 
 

For the way you entered human history as one of us  
For the sacrifice you made for all of us, 
For dying that we might live. 
Thanks and praise to Christ our redeemer, 
 

For the wonder of your indwelling presence,  
For the comfort of your guidance and direction,  
For drawing us together as one body. 
Thanks and praise to the Holy Spirit our sustainer. 
 

Through your will we are made whole,  
Through your love we are renewed. 
Through your abiding presence we become one community. 
Thanks and praise to God, Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer through all 
Eternity.  Amen. 
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Confession of Sin 
Deacon:  Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Silence  
Please continue standing or kneel as you are able. 
God of all mercy, we confess that we have sinned against you, opposing your will 
in our lives.  We have denied your goodness in each other, in ourselves, 
and in the world you have created. We repent of the evil that enslaves us, the evil 
we have done, and the evil done on our behalf. Forgive, restore and strengthen 
us through our Savior Jesus Christ, that we may abide in your love and serve only 
your will. Amen. 
Celebrant:   Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through the 
grace of Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy 
Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer from the New Zealand Prayer Book 
Let us pray  
Eternal Spirit, Earth-maker, Pain-bearer, Life-giver, Source of all that is and that shall 
be, Father and Mother of us all, Loving God, in whom is Heaven: The hallowing of 
your name echo through the universe!  The way of your justice be followed by the 
peoples of the world!  Your Heavenly will be done by all created beings!  Your 
commonwealth of peace and freedom sustain our hope and come on Earth.  With 
the bread we need for today, feed us.  In the hurts we absorb from one another, 
forgive us.  In times of temptation and testing, strengthen us.  From trials too great 
to endure, spare us.  From the grip of all that is evil, free us.  For you reign in the 
glory of the power that is love, now and forever.  Amen.                         
 
 

Hymn 669 vs. 1 & 3  Commit Thou All That Grieves Thee 
 

Concluding Prayer 
One Holy One, draw near to your people this night, keep watch over those whose 
hearts are heavy or whose burdens are great. Send your holy angels to watch over 
the sick, and to guide the hands of those who tend to them. And we beseech you, 
comfort us as a Mother soothes her beloved children. May we rest now, and arise in 
the morning strengthened by your presence. Amen.   
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The Blessing 
May the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be upon 
you and remain with you forever. Amen. 
 

Recessional Hymn 376 vs. 1 & 2  Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee 
      

Dismissal  Go in peace to love and serve the Lord.  Thanks be to God.  
 

Postlude                       Chorale from Suite Gothique       Leon Boellmann 
 

You may enjoy the Postlude offered by our gifted organist or leave the church as silently as possible. 
 
 
 

  St. Luke’s Episcopal Church welcomes you! 
 

Vestry: Rich Schwartz, Senior Warden; Don McKellar, Junior Warden;  
Dave Cain, Treasurer; Susan Hetherwick, Clerk;  

Leanne Bryan, Lloyd Needham, Nancy Reynolds,  
Mary Berkheiser, Roger Peacock, Ron Weiss,  

Don Martin, Kathy Pessin, Carol Sweeden, members 
 

Staff: Dennis Houser, Director of Music; Darin Gunn, Bookkeeper;  
Lauree Birchmeier, Alfonso Hernandez, Sexton;  

Kay Houser, Organist; John Euson, Chapel/8am Organist 
 

Clergy: Susan Schubert, Interim Rector; Jim Schubert, Associate Interim Rector 
Kimball Arnold, Deacon 

Bonnie Cain; Jack Wolter, Assisting priests   
 

2000 Shepherds Lane, Prescott, AZ, 86301  
928-778-4499  info@slecp.org   www.slecp.org 

 

mailto:info@slecp.org
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We acknowledge the living culture of the Yavapai-Apache nation, the traditional custodians of the land we 
stand on, and pay tribute to the role they play in the life of this region. Resolution #2016-3, of the 56th Diocesan Convention   


