
After Morning Prayer, our day began in earnest.   For Amy, Susan, and me, that meant 
delving into the New Testament, with Rev. Elizabeth Roles again serving as 
instructor.  It was not a beginners’ class, but rather a practicum on Scripture exegesis, 
and a survey of contemporary resources for Scripture-based preaching and 
teaching.  While the day had an academic focus, there was a dynamism to it that made 
the seven hours fly by.  Part of that was due to our pre-class assignments, which, as I 
will explain below, became segments of of the class itself.   
 

Using the tools that had been introduced to us last month—Biblical commentaries, 
concordances, dictionaries, and scholarly websites—we were asked to: (1) research the 
meaning of poverty in New Testament times versus the present; (2) choose a New 
Testament text dealing with poverty; and (3) prepare a 30-minute Bible study based on 
the text and incorporating the poverty research we had done. The study also had to 
include the text’s original meaning in its original context; a lexical analysis of at least 
one word; identification of the genre of the text and how the genre affects its meaning; 
and the “gospel” of the text for our world today.  However, it was not to be a hypothetical 
exercise:  we would actually present the Bible study in class, in one of three time slots 
that had been designated for them, and field questions and comments about the 
presentation afterwards.  Susan chose a section of the Letter of James (Chapter 2:1-7) 
in which James warns against treating the poor who come to worship as inferior to 
those who come “with gold rings and fine clothes.”  Amy’s was the anointing of Jesus at 
Bethany (Matthew 26:6-13 and Mark 14:3-9), which she compared and contrasted with 
Mary’s anointing of Jesus in the Gospel of John (Chapter 12:1-8).  And my choice was 
the parable of Lazarus and the rich man, found in Luke 16:19-31.  In looking back now 
on our presentations, it amazes me how different and unique each one was, even 
though they all dealt with the same theme. It was a wonderful learning experience. 
 

In the same way, because we had been asked to read a section of Richard Hays’ book, 
The Moral Vision of the New Testament, prior to coming to class, we were already 
acquainted with Hays’ proposition that there are three “focal images” in the New 
Testament that function as “lenses” through which a coherent vision for present day 
morality and ethics can be developed.  So, instead of starting from scratch and listening 
to a lecture to introduce us to the book, we were able to embark right away on a 
discussion of Hay’s methodology and his argument that the New Testament can and 
should shape contemporary ethics. 
 

Our third pre-class assignment had been to interview a priest, preferably a recent 
graduate of seminary, and make a list of his/her “go to” resources in preparing sermons 
and Bible studies.  I didn’t have to look far, as our own Rev. Denise Muller had 
graduated from Seminary of the Southwest just last year.  She and I talked about her 
favorite resources, both print and online, and by the time we were through, I had a 
wonderful list of book titles, authors, and websites to bring to class.  And because Amy 
and Susan had also interviewed a priest whom they knew, we ended up with three lists, 
which we shared not only with each other, but with Rev. Elizabeth, who had already 
given us her list last month.  Good resources help build good sermons!   
 



So, as you can see now, our pre-class assignments were more than just 
assignments!  They actually became the content of the class, with Rev. Elizabeth pulling 
everything together, adding background when needed, sharing her knowledge, and 
giving feedback on all she had asked us to do.  It was a wonderful day, and a beautiful 
end to our first year of deacon formation.   
 

Thank you for your faithful support on this journey to the diaconate.  I know I say that 
every month, but it reflects the constant gratitude I feel for the many ways your raise me 
up and keep me under God’s wings.  I lift you up, too.      —Keehna Sture 
 


