
Wednesday Readings 
September 16, 2026  
    

THE WORD OF GOD 

ST. NINIAN OF GALLOWAY 
 

The Collect 
 

O God, who by the preaching of your blessed  

servant and bishop Ninian caused the light of the Gospel to shine in the 

land of Britain: Grant, we pray, that having his life and labors in 

remembrance, we may show our thankfulness by following the example of 

his zeal and patience; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The First Reading  A reading from the Book of Numbers 

                                                                                         22:21-33 
         

So Balaam got up in the morning, saddled his donkey, and went with the 

officials of Moab. 
 

God’s anger was kindled because he was going, and the angel of the 

Lord took his stand in the road as his adversary. Now he was riding on 

the donkey, and his two servants were with him. The donkey saw the 

angel of the Lord standing in the road, with a drawn sword in his hand; 

so the donkey turned off the road, and went into the field; and Balaam 

struck the donkey, to turn it back on to the road. Then the angel of the 

Lord stood in a narrow path between the vineyards, with a wall on either 

side. When the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, it scraped against the 

wall, and scraped Balaam’s foot against the wall; so he struck it again. 

Then the angel of the Lord went ahead, and stood in a narrow place, 

where there was no way to turn either to the right or to the left. When 

the donkey saw the angel of the Lord, it lay down under Balaam; and 

Balaam’s anger was kindled, and he struck the donkey with his staff. 

Then the Lord opened the mouth of the donkey, and it said to Balaam, 

‘What have I done to you, that you have struck me these three times?’  
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Balaam said to the donkey, ‘Because you have made a fool of me! I wish 

I had a sword in my hand! I would kill you right now!’ But the donkey 

said to Balaam, ‘Am I not your donkey, which you have ridden all your 

life to this day? Have I been in the habit of treating you in this way?’ And 

he said, ‘No.’ 
 

Then the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, and he saw the angel of the 

Lord standing in the road, with his drawn sword in his hand; and he 

bowed down, falling on his face. The angel of the Lord said to him, ‘Why 

have you struck your donkey these three times? I have come out as an 

adversary, because your way is perverse before me. The donkey saw 

me, and turned away from me these three times. If it had not turned 

away from me, surely I would by now have killed you and let it live.’ 

 

Psalm 97 
 

1 The Lord is King; let the earth rejoice; * 

 let the multitude of the isles be glad. 
 

2 Clouds and darkness are round about him, * 

 righteousness and justice are the foundations of his  

 throne. 
 

3 A fire goes before him * 

 and burns up his enemies on every side. 
 

4 His lightnings light up the world; * 

 the earth sees it and is afraid. 
 

5 The mountains melt like wax at the presence of the Lord, * 

 at the presence of the Lord of the whole earth. 
 

6 The heavens declare his righteousness, * 

and all the peoples see his glory. 
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7 Confounded be all who worship carved images and delight in  

   false gods! * 

 Bow down before him, all you gods. 
 

8 Zion hears and is glad, and the cities of Judah rejoice, * 

 because of your judgments, O Lord. 
 

9 For you are the Lord, most high over all the earth; * 

 you are exalted far above all gods. 
 

10 The Lord loves those who hate evil; * 

he preserves the lives of his saints and delivers them 

from the hand of the wicked. 
 

11 Light has sprung up for the righteous, * 

 and joyful gladness for those who are truehearted. 
 

12 Rejoice in the Lord, you righteous, * 

 and give thanks to his holy Name. 

 

The Second Reading                  

A reading from the Acts of the Apostles                    10:21-35 
 

So Peter went down to the men and said, ‘I am the one you are looking 

for; what is the reason for your coming?’ They answered, ‘Cornelius, a 

centurion, an upright and God-fearing man, who is well spoken of by the 

whole Jewish nation, was directed by a holy angel to send for you to 

come to his house and to hear what you have to say.’ So Peter invited 

them in and gave them lodging. 
 

The next day he got up and went with them, and some of the believers 

from Joppa accompanied him. The following day they came to Caesarea. 

Cornelius was expecting them and had called together his relatives and 

close friends. On Peter’s arrival Cornelius met him, and falling at his feet, 

worshipped him. But Peter made him get up, saying, ‘Stand up; I am 

only a mortal.’ And as he talked with him, he went in and found that  
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many had assembled; and he said to them, ‘You yourselves know that it 

is unlawful for a Jew to associate with or to visit a Gentile; but God has 

shown me that I should not call anyone profane or unclean. So when I 

was sent for, I came without objection. Now may I ask why you sent for 

me?’ 
 

Cornelius replied, ‘Four days ago at this very hour, at three o’clock, I 

was praying in my house when suddenly a man in dazzling clothes stood 

before me. He said, “Cornelius, your prayer has been heard and your 

alms have been remembered before God. Send therefore to Joppa and 

ask for Simon, who is called Peter; he is staying in the home of Simon, a 

tanner, by the sea.” Therefore I sent for you immediately, and you have 

been kind enough to come. So now all of us are here in the presence of 

God to listen to all that the Lord has commanded you to say.’ 
 

Then Peter began to speak to them: ‘I truly understand that God shows 

no partiality, but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is 

right is acceptable to him. 

 

Gospel                  A reading from the Holy Gospel according to Matthew 

                                                                                           28:16-20 
 

Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus 

had directed them. When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some 

doubted. And Jesus came and said to them, ‘All authority in heaven and 

on earth has been given to me. Go therefore and make disciples of all 

nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 

commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of 

the age.’ 


