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Convention Details Online
 
FORWARD, the 187th Diocesan Convention of The Epis-
copal Church in Vermont, will be held on October 26 at 
the Hilton Hotel in Burlington, Vermont. This year, the 
Convention will be a one-day event (in lieu of our usu-
al two-day event) and will include worship, as well as the 
business meeting. All details concerning the Convention, 
as well as downloadable resources for delegates and 
guests, can be found on the diocesan website at: 
https://diovermont.org/diocesan-convention/

Convention Offering
The 2019 Diocesan Convention Offering will go to support 
disaster relief in the Bahamas. Please make checks pay-
able to the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont, and write "Ba-
hamas" in the memo line. Those wishing to send checks 
in advance may mail them to the Diocesan Office, 5 Rock 
Point Road, Burlington, VT 05408, Attn: Rich Sagui.

2018 Convention Journal & 
2019  Pre-Convention Journal

The 2018 Convention Journal and 2019 Pre-Convention 
Journal were both recently added to the Diocesan Con-
vention website and are available for download. Dele-
gates are encouraged to review the documents for a recap 
of last year's Convention proceedings, as well as reports 
on the diocese's progress from July 1, 2018 through June 
30, 2019. 

Nominations (Updated Oct. 15)
Convention delegates will be responsible for electing in-
dividuals to fill various diocesan committees and boards 
at the Diocesan Convention. Detailed information on the 
positions and nominees can be found in this year's Nomi-

nations Guide, which was last updated on October 15. and 
is available on the Diocesan Convention website. Yes, it is 
still possible to nominate yourself or someone else for an 
open position.

Tentative Agenda
A draft of the Convention agenda has been added to the 
Diocesan Convention website. Please note that the agen-
da is subject to change.

Rules of Order
Rules of Order are intended to provide systematic parlia-
mentary procedures for the conduct of business at Dioce-
san Conventions. The Rules for this year's Convention are 
available on the Diocesan Convention website.

Resolutions 
The following resolutions have been submitted for con-
sideration during the 2019 Diocesan Convention. Visit the 
Diocesan Convention website, or click below to download:

•	 Resolution to Adopt the FY2020 Budget for the Diocese 
of Vermont and Set the goal for the 2020 Alleluia!fund

•	 FY2020 Budget Plan (Accompanies the FY202 Budget 
Resolution)

•	 Resolution Establishing Minimum Clergy Compensation 
for 2020

•	 Amendment to Resolution Establishing Minimum Clergy 
Compensation Regarding Compensation to Deacons

•	 Support for Evangelism in the Life of the Diocese of 
Vermont

COUNTDOWN TO CONVENTION

https://diovermont.org/diocesan-convention/
https://diovermont.org/diocesan-convention/
https://diovermont.org/diocesan-convention/
https://diovermont.org/diocesan-convention/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/03/submit-a-nomination/
https://diovermont.org/diocesan-convention/
https://diovermont.org/diocesan-convention/
https://diovermont.org/diocesan-convention/
https://diovermont.org/diocesan-convention/
https://diovermont.org/diocesan-convention/
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/FY2020-Budget-Resolution-1.pdf
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/FY2020-Budget-Resolution-1.pdf
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Budget-Plan-FY2020-for-Convention-1.pdf
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Budget-Plan-FY2020-for-Convention-1.pdf
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Resolution-Establishing-Minimum-Clergy-Compensation-for-2020-1.pdf
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Resolution-Establishing-Minimum-Clergy-Compensation-for-2020-1.pdf
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Amendment-Regarding-Compensation-for-Deacons-1.pdf
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Amendment-Regarding-Compensation-for-Deacons-1.pdf
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Support-for-Evangelism-1.pdf
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Support-for-Evangelism-1.pdf
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Features & Headlines

New Course Offerings from the 
Stevenson School For Ministry

Located within the Episcopal Church in Pennsylvania, Ste-
venson School For Ministry (SSFM) is a learning commu-
nity forming lay and ordained leadership for the church 
of today and the future. SSFM offers expanded opportu-
nities for learning, continuing education and formation, 
including the following:

How to Pray About the Broken Places of our 
World: October 25 - 26 at the St. Cyril Spiritual 
Center in Danville, PA. Features presentation by the 
Rev. Allison St. Louis, sessions in spiritual practices, and 
Intercultural Development Inventory® (IDI®), an assess-
ment of intercultural competence — the capability to shift 
cultural perspective and appropriately adapt behavior to 
cultural differences and commonalities that effect cultural 
and spiritual readiness for deepening prayer.  The cost for 
this Learning Weekend is $175 and includes a $25 one-
time charge for the IDI survey. Register for a day, or the 
entire weekend.

New Certificate In Evangelism or Grow Through 
Our Five-Week Webinar Series. A new lay evangelist 
certificate program. Within a safe, supportive community, 
participants learn simple practices and behaviors to prac-
tice gospel hospitality, share their story and listen to oth-
ers’ stories, and most importantly, do what matters most 
to God. Courses can be taken individually as five-week 
webinar series or as part of the certificate program. Read 
More

New Shaped by Faith Five-Week Webinar Courses. 
These five-week learning modules are meant to provide 
relevant ministry tools that address the practical realities 
of ministry.  Read More

Registration Now Open For Winter Term Voca-
tional & Continuing Education Courses. New this 
winter is Exploring Islam: Theology and Spiritual Practice 
with Salih Sayilgan. This course aims to provide a com-
prehensive introduction to Islam, its history, beliefs, and 
practices in America. In addition, there are theology, hom-
iletics and prayer book courses available. View Vocational 
& Continuing Education Courses. 

Diocesan Website Tackles Issues 
Facing Immigrants, Refugees

New on the diocesan website is a page dedicated to issues 
facing immigrants and refugees in Vermont, as well as 
opportunities for grassroots action. The online resource, 
spearheded by the Revs. Heidi Edson and Mark Preece on 
behalf of Diocesan Council, today contains a list of orga-
nizations that focus on providing assistance to Vermont's 
immigrant and refugee communities, as well as a synop-
sis of the state's involvement in and approach to refugee 
resettlement. The web site continues to be a work-in-
progress and will be updated as new resources become 
available and as the issues facing immigrants and refugees 
in Vermont evolve. Visit https://diovermont.org/immi-
grants-refugees/ to learn more.

Explore Life Beyond 'The 
Mountain': Connect with Our 

Friends & Partners
There's a lot going on in and around the Diocese! Wheth-
er you are looking for concerts, educational opportunities, 
spiritual retreats, or opportunities to engage in ministry, 
evangelism, and social justice, read news from our friends 
and partners, and explore life beyond The Mountain:

Stone Church Center. Stay current on music, art, and 
spirituality offerings through Stone Church Center in Bel-
lows Falls. Read More

VT Interfaith Power & Light. Deepen your commit-
ment to creation care by reading Green Mountains, Blue 
Water, the earth care newsletter of VTIPL. Read More

Peace & Justice Center. Learn how the Peace & Justice 
center engages and equips people to fight oppression and 
put an end to racism...then get involved. Read More

Vermont Ecumenical Council. Imagine if there was an 
easy way to find all the Christian events happening in your 
area in just a few seconds...There is. Connect with the VEC. 
Read More

https://diocesecpa.org/ssfm/learning-weekend-registration/
https://diocesecpa.org/ssfm/learning-weekend-registration/
https://diocesecpa.org/certificate-in-evangelism/
https://diocesecpa.org/certificate-in-evangelism/
https://diocesecpa.org/shaped-by-faith-courses/
https://diocesecpa.org/vocationalcourses/
https://diocesecpa.org/vocationalcourses/
https://diovermont.org/immigrants-refugees/
https://diovermont.org/immigrants-refugees/
https://apps.vendini.com/e/viewEmail.php?campaignID=346509&memberID=c85a8965388b37fd0cad2e4974db75fe
https://gem.godaddy.com/p/33f86f?pact=35145-154386888-8973000779-61d5d79d8207ae66c77805589112d6615b7b65ef
http://www.pjcvt.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/OctNovDec2019-1.pdf
https://mailchi.mp/28cf2f5d57b9/september-2019-vecncc-christian-cooperation-newsletter-729687?e=e1d253c19d
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Features & Headlines

From The Episcopal Church 
Office of Public Affairs

Applications are now available for 2020-21 place-
ments with the Young Adult Service Corps. Applica-
tion deadline: January 10, 2020. Read More 

The Episcopal Diocese of Montana has received no-
tification that Bishop-elect Martha "Marty" E. Steb-
bins has received the required majority of consents 
in the canonical consent process. Read More

The Episcopal Church continues to offer new re-
sources for congregations interested in following 
the Way of Love as a way of life. New this fall are the 
FAQs for Small Group Ministry video and infograph-
ics. Read More

Season 2 of The Episcopal Church’s podcast The 
Way of Love with Bishop Michael Curry, continues 
with new episodes every Tuesday through Novem-
ber 5. Read More

Red Doors Open Again for 
Conversation, Music About Peace 

in the Middle East, July 23
Wilmington, VT - On Tuesday, July 23, at 6:00 p.m., 25 
Israeli, Palestinian, and American teens participating in 
the Jerusalem Peacebuilders Leadership Institute return 
to the Red Door Concert series at St. Mary’s in the Moun-
tains, Wilmington, Vermont, for an evening of conversa-
tion, questions, answers, and music. The evening will be a 
unique opportunity to learn about peace-building in the 
Middle East from young leaders who live the conflict and 
work for peace. Along with a panel discussion and fielding 
questions, music and poetry from the teens and from St. 
Mary’s musicians will be featured. Read More

Rock Point Intentional Community  
Wisdom Practice Circle

Semi-monthly Meetings
5:30 to 7:30 p.m. First Thursdays

5:00 to 7:00 p.m. Fourth Mondays
Except when otherwise noted.

Rock Point Center
20 Rock Point Rd., Burlington, VT 

Next Meeting:
Monday, October 28 @ 5:00 p.m.

Click
to read more

online

Rock Point Intentional Community 

Monthly Eucharist
Eucharist takes place on 2nd Fridays 
at noon except in summer and 
when otherwise noted.

Located in the Chapel of 
St. Michael & All Angels at 
Rock Point Center
20 Rock Point Road, Burlington

Next Eucharist: 
Friday, November 8 @ noon

Click
to download/

print schedule

Updates Regarding Rock Point 
Wisdom Practice Circle

Dear Wisdom Community Members:

We are re-configuring the leadership and flow of our Wis-
dom Practice Circle that meets on the first Thursday of 
each month from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. in the chapel at Rock 
Point Center. For the next six months, beginning Novem-
ber 7, we will be using a rhythm that includes chant, cen-
tering prayer, lectio divina and sacred movement. John 
Heermans, who has been leading this circle, will be shift-
ing his focus to helping facilitate a study group on the En-
neagram during these next six months. During this time, 
Carley Claghorn and Craig Smith will serve as the main 
conveners for the Thursday group. Please let one of them 
know if you are interested in participating:

•	 csmith@diovermont.org
•	 carley.claghorn@gmail.com

Also, please let them know if you are interested in taking 
part in leading one or more of our practices. We hope you 
can join us on the first Thursdays at 5:30 p.m. in the chap-
el at Rock Point Center.

https://www.episcopalchurch.org/posts/publicaffairs/episcopal-church-young-adult-service-corps-applications-accepted-2020-2021
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/posts/publicaffairs/diocese-montana-notified-successful-canonical-consent-process
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/posts/publicaffairs/new-way-love-practices-jesus-centered-life-resources-support-living-way-love
https://www.episcopalchurch.org/posts/publicaffairs/way-love-bishop-michael-curry-podcast-season-2-continues
https://diovermont.org/2019/05/04/rock-point-intentional-community-wisdom-practice-circles/
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/05/RPIC-2019-worship-calendar.pdf
mailto:csmith%40diovermont.org?subject=
mailto:carley.claghorn%40gmail.com?subject=
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Events: New & Featured

A History of the Concept of Race, 
October 23

BARRE, VT - The first European to divide the peoples of 
the world into distinct races, in the seventeenth century, 
claimed that the Sami people of northern Scandinavia 
were one of four races on earth; Native Americans, Eu-
ropeans, South Asians, and North Africans together were 
considered a second race while sub-Saharan Africans 
were the third, and East Asians were the fourth. How did 
such a bizarre distinction among groups of people devel-
op into one of the most historically significant ideas of 
the modern world? Professor William Edelglass will trace 
the intellectual history of the concept of race in the West, 
from its prehistory to today. Join us for A History of the 
Concept of Race on October 23 at 6:30 p.m. at Church of 
the Good Shepherd, 39 Washington St, Barre, VT.

Emma’s Revolution Benefit 
Concert, October 26

BURLINGTON, VT 
- Emma’s Revolu-
tion, a band that 
The New York Times 
describes as "Fer-
vent and heartfelt" 
will be performing 
a concert to bene-
fit Migrant Justice/
Justicia Migrante, 

Vermont Interfaith Action, Gun Sense VT, and Black Lives 
of Unitarian Universalism. The concert will take place on 
Saturday, October 26 at 7:30 pm at the First Unitarian 
Universalist Society (First UU), 152 Pearl St., Burlington, 
VT. Ticket are $22 in advance, $28 at the door, and can be 
acquired from First UU on Sundays or from the Peace & 
Justice Store, 60 Lake St. Sponsored by First UU Society 
Justice & Outreach Ministries with Peace & Justice Center 
and Front Porch Forum.

Zion Manchester (October 27), 
Other Houses of Worship Honor 

First Responders
In appreciation for the dedication of first responders to our 
communities’ safety and well-being, the following houses 
of worship will honor first responders and their families 
and friends at worship services on the following dates:

FRIDAY, October 25
Israel Congregation of Manchester (6:30 pm)

SUNDAY, October 27
United Church of Dorset and East Rupert (10 am)

First Baptist Church, Manchester (10:30 am)
Federated Church of East Arlington (10 am)

Zion Episcopal Church (8 & 10 am)
First Congregational, Manchester (8:30 & 10:30 am)

St. Paul Christ Our Savior (8 am and 10 am)
Congregational Church of Rupert (10:30 am)

Sponsored by the Interfaith Council of the Northshire, 
which initiated a Proclamation, signed by Governor Phil 
Scott, designating October 28 as Northshire First Re-
sponders Appreciation Day. For information, contact the 
Dorset Church at 867-2260.

VIA Sponsors Corrections Reform 
Action, October 29

BURLINGTON, VT – Join Vermont Interfaith Action (VIA) 
for Corrections Reform Action on Tuesday, October 29 
from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m. at the Cathedral Church of St. 
Paul, 2 Cherry St., Burlington. VIA leaders will ask for 
changes in facilities and therapeutic and restorative pro-
grams in the Chittenden Regional Corrections Facility and 
other prisons across the state. Special guests include Mike 
Touchette, commissioner of the Department of Correc-
tions, as well as members of the House Corrections & In-
stitutions Committee and the Senate Judiciary Commit-
tee. Download the flyer. Download the bulletin insert.

https://emmasrevolution.com/
https://emmasrevolution.com/
http://www.viavt.org
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Corrections-Reform-Action-flier_VIA.pdf
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Corrections-Ref-Action-bulletin-insert_VIA.pdf
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Samhain Potluck and Celtic 
Christian Worship, October 30

Anam Cara Sojourners invites all to a Samhain (Celtic New 
Year), Halloween, All Souls and All Saints celebration. We 
remember and honor those who have passed over the 
veil. The potluck and worship will be held on Wednesday, 
October 30 at Trinity Episcopal Church, 5171 Shelburne 
Road, Shelburne, VT. Gathering begins at 5:30 p.m. Pot-
luck is at 5:45 p.m. And worship commences at 6:45 p.m.

VT Christian Music Announces 
We Are Messengers, November 7

BURLINGTON, VT – WE ARE MESSENGERS are coming 
to Vermont for their first time on Thursday, November 7 
at 7:00 p.m., North Avenue Alliance Church, Burlington. 
Tickets start at $12/ea – available online. Originally from 
Ireland, We Are Messengers saw their career explode with 
the release of their self-titled debut album in 2016. The al-
bum earned them their first Dove Award nomination and 
included the Top 5 hits “Everything Comes Alive,” “Mag-
nify” and “Point to You.” They now return with new music 
featuring the #1 single “Maybe It’s Ok,” already a fan-fa-
vorite at We Are Messengers’ legendary live shows. They 
are reaching massive audiences this year as they play in-
ternational shows, summer festival dates and now the fall 
headlining tour. The band has also had musical cameos in 
films and television show, including major motion picture 
The Shack and MTV’s Coupled. Download the flyer.

Bishop Shannon to Preach at 
Episcopal Peace Fellowship 

80th Anniversary Celebration, 
November 10

Sunday, November 10, 2019
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 

399 Hope Street, Bristol, RI

A Commemoration of Witness
4:30 PM Evensong

Sermon by Bishop Shannon MacVean-Brown

Followed by a Celebration of Peace
5:30 PM Fundraiser

Swing Band, Wine, Beer & Soft Drinks,  
Hors D’oeuvres & Silent Auction

--- --- --- --- --- --- ---

Monday, November 11, 2019
Center for Reconciliation 

271 North Main Street, Providence, RI 

Pilgrimage
9:00 – 11:00 AM

Benefit Street’s Mile of History walking tour
Sponsored by Center for Reconciliation

Providence, RI

Lunch
11:30 – 12:30 

Keynote & Panel Discussion
12:30 – 2:30 PM

Byron Rushing, Massachusetts House of  
Representatives, 1983-2019

Racial Reconciliation Ministries, 
Province I, ECUSA

--- --- --- --- --- --- ---

Tickets

Sunday Fundraiser: $60
Monday Events including lunch: $30
All events Sunday and Monday: $80

https://give.classy.org/reconciliation

Events: New & Featured (Continued)

https://www.premierproductions.com/tour/we-are-messengers-power-tour/burlington-vt?fbclid=IwAR14qCr6fvYPIokHmPNmJtQ5dpvT9EHPVtO9Qa_uok0uUNA1PgFQyFHN3NI&mc_cid=e9037208a9&mc_eid=e119c33e38
https://vtchristianmusic.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/2019-11-07-We-Are-Messengers-Poster.pdf?mc_cid=e9037208a9&mc_eid=e119c33e38
https://give.classy.org/reconciliation
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Episcopal VT to Co-Sponsor 
Windham County NAACP's First 

Freedom Fund Dinner, Nov. 16
BRATTLEBORO, VT - The Windham County Branch of the 
NAACP is pleased to announce its first Annual Freedom 
Fund Dinner to be held on Saturday, November 16 at 5:00 
p.m. at the American Legion, 32 Linden Street, Brattleboro, 
VT. The keynote speaker will be Jonathan Smith, executive 
director of Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil 
Rights and Urban Affairs. The special guest will be, yes, 
you guessed it, our bishop, the Rt. Rev. Reverend Shannon 
MacVean-Brown! The Episcopal Church in Vermont will be 
one of several event sponsors and will represented at the 
dinner. Those interested in attending are encouraged to 
purchase a ticket or table asap! Individual tickets are $65 
per person. A table of 8 can be purchased for $520. To 
order tickets, send a check payable to Windham County 
NAACP, P.O. Box 6164, Brattleboro, VT 05301. To buy 
tickets online: https://windhamnaacp.app.rsvpify.com/. 
For more information, contact Cliff L. Wood 802-518-
2080 or CLWOOD0213@gmail.com. Download the flyer.   

Engaging the Enneagram as 
Wisdom Practice with Jeanine Siler 

Jones, March 12-15, 2020
"Know your conditioning so your heart can be a more faith-
ful instrument." ~Cynthia Bourgeault

BURLINGTON, VT - Join us for a practical engagement of 
the Wisdom lineage through the lens of the Enneagram. 
How can this map illuminate our habitual patterns so that 
we might soften our identification? How might it guide us 
in tracking all three centers of knowing so that we bring 
more of ourselves into Presence? How might we surren-
der more fully our attachments and habits as we shift the 
quality of our attention?

Engaging the Enneagram as Wisdom Practice
with Jeanine Siler Jones in collaboration with the 

Rock Point Wisdom Community

Thursday, March 12 ~ Sunday, March 15, 2020
Rock Point Retreat Center 

Burlington, Vermont

Join us as we explore the potential of a more authentic 
and immediate relationship with life and the Divine, we 
will follow a Wisdom School rhythm with meditation, 
chant, Lectio Divina, movement and mindful work. En-
gaging somatic and attention practices and the Wisdom 
roots of the Enneagram, we will track what jams the sig-
nals around our hearts. Together we will create a walking 
Enneagram and let this ancient symbol teach us.

For questions and to register please contact Craig at 802-
863-3431or csmith@diovermont.org.

Cost: $420 single room; $330 shared; $250 commut-
er with limited scholarships available. Learn more about 
Rock Point at www.rockpointvt.org.

Jeanine Siler Jones, LCSW, is a therapist at Siler Jones 
Counseling in Asheville, North Carolina. She has been an 
Enneagram teacher for 15 years and is a primary igniter 
of Wisdom School Southeast in the lineage of Cynthia 
Bourgeault. She has a Certificate in Theology from South-
ern Baptist Theological Seminary and is trained as a Wis-
dom infused Spiritual Director from Moravian Theological 
Seminary. Read more about her in Growing! Seedlings at 
northeastwisdom.org.

Justice For All Announces 
Q4 Events and Activities

October 13: Film Viewing – Fruitvale Station. Based 
on the true story of Oscar Grant. Read More

October 19: Happy Birthday Justice for All! Featur-
ing music by the Dave Keller Band! Read More

October 27: Game On: An Afternoon of Games and 
Fun. Bring your games, snacks and kids. We’ll bring 
the fun. Read More

November 10: Film Viewing: 13th. Why is fully 25% 
of the world’s incarcerated people in the U.S.? Read 
More

November 24: Game On: An Afternoon of Games 
and Fun. Read More

December 8: Film Viewing: The Hate You Give. 
Starr Carter is constantly switching between two 
worlds... Read More

December 22: Game On: An Afternoon of Games 
and Fun. Read More

Events: New & Featured (Continued)

https://windhamnaacp.app.rsvpify.com/
mailto:CLWOOD0213%40gmail.com?subject=
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Flier-Freedom-Fund-Dinner-final-Oct9.pdf
mailto:csmith%40diovermont.org?subject=
http://www.rockpointvt.org
http://www.silerjonescounseling.com
http://www.silerjonescounseling.com
http://northeastwisdom.org
https://www.facebook.com/events/2477865705638101/
https://www.facebook.com/events/766241503797500/
https://www.facebook.com/events/706625359818262/
https://www.facebook.com/events/536884937071624/
https://www.facebook.com/events/536884937071624/
https://www.facebook.com/events/706625359818262/
https://www.facebook.com/events/474520073138502/
https://www.facebook.com/events/706625359818262/
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Events: Reminders
Women of Trinity to Host Tea Party 

feat. ECW and GFS, October 19
RUTLANT, VT - The Women of Trinity (Trinity Church, 
Rutland) is very excited to welcome Susan Howland, the 
president of Province 1 ECW, Roberta Stocksdale, the 
Province 1 ECW secretary, as well as Lois Frankforter, the 
National Girls Friendly Society president for an informa-
tive afternoon event. The Women of Trinity would like to 
invite all women from the Episcopal Diocese of Vermont 
to be part of this event at our afternoon tea party on Sat-
urday, October 19 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Please call or 
email Trinity Church office to let us know you’ll be joining 
us or for more information: office@trinitychurchrutland.
org, 802-775-4368. Read More

The Browning of America: 
Reconciliation/Retribution, Oct. 23
RANDOLPH, VT - National research and census data in-
dicate that white people will cease to be the majority in 
America somewhere between 2035-2045 due to the 
combined increase in non-white Hispanics and people 
of color. In some of our states this reality has already oc-
curred. Texas is 45%  white, California is 38%  white,   New 
Mexico is 37% white, and Hawaii is 24% white. How will 
the increasing demographics of people of color affect 
the social, economic, political and military dimensions 
of race relations in America? The Rev. Dr. Arnold Thomas 
will address these questions in The Browning of America: 
Reconciliation or Retribution, a presentation to be held at  
Randolph Union High School on Wednesday, October 23 
from 7:00 to 9:00 p.m. Read More

Annual Advent Retreat at Rock 
Point, December 13-14

BURLINGTON, VT - It is only with the heart that one can 
see rightly. What is essential is invisible to the eye. Seeing 
With the Heart will be the theme of this year's Advent Re-
treat at Rock Point. It is scheduled to commence at 4:00 
p.m. on Friday, December 13 through 4:00 p.m. Saturday 
December 14. Keep watch for more info and details on 
registration.

Food For Thought: 2020 Election 
Issues and Challenges, November 5
JERICHO, VT - The upcoming Food for Thought Potluck 
Forum at Mount Mansfield Union High School (MMU) will 
focus on the 2020 Presidential Elections and the major 
challenges and issues Vermonters face. The guest speak-
er will be former Democratic Governor Howard Dean. 
The Forums will be held on November 5 from 6:30-8:30 
p.m.  Food for Thought Forums are free potluck gatherings 
open to students and residents of surrounding commu-
nities, sponsored by MMU and Good Shepherd Lutheran 
Church and held in the MMC Library at 211 Browns Trace 
Road, Jericho, VT. Please bring potluck offerings of salads, 
main dishes or deserts, if you're able, so that bodies and 
minds may be fed.

'Walk Thru the Bible' at Zion 
Manchester, November 2 

MANCHESTER, VT - Zion Episcopal Church will host a 
Walk Thru the Bible, Old Testament Live (OTlive) event on 
Saturday, November 2, from 9 a.m. to noon. This event is 
an opportunity to learn more about the Old Testament 
than you ever thought was possible in just a few hours! We 
invite you to come and experience the Bible in a unique 
way. OTlive will be fun for (almost) all ages from adults to 
teens and elementary age children. For more information 
visit Zion’s website at zionchurchmanchester.org or go to 
the Live Events page at walkthru.org. The event is free, but 
with a suggested donation of $10 per person to help cover 
cost of tuition/materials. To sign-up, send email to: me-
hzion18@gmail.com or call (802) 362-1987.

VIPL Conference: Envisioning 
and Acting for the World We Want, 

October 26

VT Interfaith Power & Light's annual conference, Envision-
ing and Acting for the World We Want, will be on Saturday, 
October 26 at the Congregational Church of Middlebury, 
2 Main St, Middlebury, VT. The keynote speakers will be 
the Rev. Dr. Jim Antal,  a UCC leader, climate activist and 
author, and Middlebury College Professor Molly Anderson  
who focuses on sustainable food systems. Register online 
or print the registration form and mail it in. It's going to be 
great - don't miss it! Questions? Contact Betsy Hardy at 
info@vtipl.org. Registration and much more information 
about the conference is here: Read More 

mailto:office%40trinitychurchrutland.org?subject=
mailto:office%40trinitychurchrutland.org?subject=
http://zionchurchmanchester.org
http://walkthru.org
mailto:mehzion18%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:mehzion18%40gmail.com?subject=
mailto:info%40vtipl.org?subject=
http://www.vtipl.org/fall-conference-2019/
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A Women’s Retreat 
Friday, November 15 ‐ Saturday, November 16, 2019 

Rock Point Center, 20 Rock Point Rd., Burlington, VT 

4:00 p.m. Friday, Sign‐in begins 
6:00 p.m. Friday, Dinner

Noon Saturday, Holy Communion
5:00 p.m. Saturday, Retreat ends

Please join us for a delightful weekend in God’s Word! 

All Registrations require a $50 non‐refundable deposit. 
Early Bird Registration (before 10/25/19) subtract $30 from price listed below.  
Registration Rates after 10/25/10:  1 Room ‐ $170; Shared Room ‐ $140; Commuter (No room) ‐ $95 

Pat Hobbs (left) and Beth Greer (right) will come together to lead us 
in our women's  retreat, not only  in the teaching of God's Word, but  in 
worship  and  songs  of  praise.  They  are  Christian  speakers  and  have 
participated  in  international missions  for many  years. Beth  also has  an 
incredible  singing  voice  and  leads  in worship  and praise wherever  she 
goes.   Both Pat and Beth  love the Lord Jesus deeply and  love teaching 
from God's Word ‐ delivering messages of love, hope, and victory!   

If you have any questions, please contact Darcy Jewett at 802‐985‐2067 or darcyjewett@aol.com 

Trinity Episcopal Church, 5171 Shelburne Road, Shelburne, VT 05482 
trinityshelburne.org 

Faith 

Click
to download/

print flyer

https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2019c-Womens-Retreat-Flyer.pdf
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Click
to download/

print form

https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/09/2019c-Womens-Retreat-Flyer.pdf
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Calendar at a Glance
For additional details, visit the Diocesan Calendar.

Every third Wednesday at 7:00 p.m., Celtic Evensong at 
St. Mark’s, 44 2nd St, Newport, VT. Read More  

October 18 at 6:00 p.m., Trinity Rocks! fundraiser with 
dinner by Table 24 and concert by Satin & Steel. Read 
More

October 19 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m., Women of Trinity 
Tea Party at Trinity Church, 85 West St. Rutland, VT. Read 
More

October 20 CROP Hunger Walks in Burlington and 
South Hero, VT. Read More

October 23 The Rev. Dr. Arnold Thomas presents The 
Browning of America: Reconciliation or Retribution. Read 
More 

October 23 at 6:30 p.m., A History of the Concept of Race at 
Church of the Good Shepherd, 39 Washington St, Barre, 
VT. Read More

October 24 at 6:00 p.m., Rutland Area NAACP hosts dis-
cussion of Robin DiAngelo's White Fragility at the Rutland 
Free Library, 10 Court St, Rutland, VT. Read More 

October 26 FORWARD: The 187th Diocesan Convention 
of The Episcopal Church in Vermont at the Burlington Hil-
ton. Read More

October 26 at 7:30 p.m., Emma’s Revolution benefit con-
cert at First Unitarian Universalist Society (First UU), 152 
Pearl St., Burlington, VT. Read More

October 26 Vermont Interfaith Power & Light annual con-
ference at Middlebury Congregational Church. Read More

October 27 at 8:00 & 10:00 a.m., Worship Services to 
honor first responders at Zion Episcopal Church, 5167 
Main St, Manchester Center, VT. Read More

October 29 from 7:00 to 8:30 p.m., VIA Corrections 
Reform Action event at the Cathedral Church of St. Paul, 
2 Cherry St., Burlington, VT. Read More

October 30 at 5:30 p.m., Samhain Potluck and Celtic 
Christian Worship at Trinity Episcopal Church, 5171 
Shelburne Road, Shelburne, VT. Read More

Bishop Shannon's 
Visitation Schedule

The Bishop's visitation schedule is subject to change. 
Visit the Bishop's Page for the latest updates.

Sunday, October 20: St. Luke’s, Chester

Sunday, October 27: St. Andrew’s, St. Johnsbury

Sunday, November 3: St. Mary’s, Northfield 

Friday, November 22: Visitation/Celebration of 
a New Ministry at St. James, Arlington

November 2 from 9:00 a.m. to noon, Walk Thru the 
Bible at Zion Church, 5167 Main St. Manchester, VT. Read 
More

November 3 at 7:00 p.m., Taizé Evening Prayer at the 
Cathedral Church of St. Paul, Burlington, VT. Read More

November 5 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m., Food for Thought 
potluck discusses 2020 Election Issues at Mt. Mansfield 
Union High School, Jericho, VT. Read More

November 7 at 7:00 p.m., We Are Messengers in concert 
at North Avenue Alliance Church, Burlington, VT. Read 
More

November 10 at 4:30 p.m., Bishop Shannon to preach at 
Episcopal Peace Fellowship 80th Anniversary Celebration, 
St. Michael’s Episcopal Church 399 Hope Street, Bristol, 
RI. Read More

November 15-16 FAITH UNLEASHED: The Annual 
Women's Retreat at Rock Point. Read More

November 16 at 5:00 p.m., Windham County NAACP 
Freedom Fund Dinner at the American Legion, 32 Linden 
Street, Brattleboro, VT. Read More

December 13-14 Annual Rock Point Advent Retreat. Read 
More

http://diovermont.org/diocesan-calendar/
https://www.diovermont.org/post.php?p=11620
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/02/trinity-rocks-fundraiser-with-dinner-by-table-24-and-music-by-satin-steel-october-18/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/02/trinity-rocks-fundraiser-with-dinner-by-table-24-and-music-by-satin-steel-october-18/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/02/the-women-of-trinity-to-host-tea-party-with-special-guests-from-ecw-and-national-girls-friendly-society-october-19/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/02/the-women-of-trinity-to-host-tea-party-with-special-guests-from-ecw-and-national-girls-friendly-society-october-19/
https://diovermont.org/2019/09/09/14857/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/02/the-browning-of-america-reconciliation-or-retribution-october-23/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/02/the-browning-of-america-reconciliation-or-retribution-october-23/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/16/a-history-of-the-concept-of-race-october-23/
https://www.facebook.com/events/rutland-free-library/white-fragility-book-club/3029907433748927/
https://diovermont.org/diocesan-convention/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/14/emmas-revolution-benefit-concert-october-26/
https://diovermont.org/2019/09/15/vermont-interfaith-power-light-annual-conference-climate-action-and-food-sustainability-october-26/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/14/zion-manchester-october-27-and-other-houses-of-worship-to-host-services-honoring-first-responders/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/16/via-sponsors-corrections-reform-action-october-29/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/14/anam-cara-sojourners-offers-samhain-potluck-and-celtic-christian-worship-october-30/
https://diovermont.org/bishops-page/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/02/walk-thru-the-bible-at-zion-manchester-november-2/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/02/walk-thru-the-bible-at-zion-manchester-november-2/
https://diovermont.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/2019-20-CCSP-Taize-Service-Flyer-Graphic-Version.jpg
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/02/food-for-thought-2020-election-issues-and-challenges-october-8-november-5/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/16/vt-christian-music-announces-we-are-messengers-november-7/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/16/vt-christian-music-announces-we-are-messengers-november-7/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/04/bishop-shannon-to-preach-at-episcopal-peace-fellowship-80th-anniversary-celebration-november-10/
https://diovermont.org/2019/07/01/update-on-the-annual-womens-retreat-at-rock-point-nov-15-16-leaders-announced/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/16/episcopal-vt-to-co-sponsor-windham-county-naacps-first-freedom-fund-dinner-november-16/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/02/save-the-date-for-the-annual-advent-retreat-at-rock-point-december-13-14/
https://diovermont.org/2019/10/02/save-the-date-for-the-annual-advent-retreat-at-rock-point-december-13-14/
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Add national Episcopal news  
to your local news. 
Our new diocesan subscription plan makes it easy 
and affordable to provide your congregants with our 
award-winning monthly publication – featuring original 
features along with curated Episcopal news stories. 
We have both print and digital subscriptions available. 
Contact us for pricing or go to the  subscription tab at 
EpiscopalJournal.org.

Options
•  PDF or printed copy of the full 12 or 16 page-publication resized  

to a letter-sized magazine format or a custom size.
•  EJ Highlights: 4 or 6 pages of top stories from that month’s issue.

For additional info and print pricing
Call:  Mike Brooks at 845-800-6551
Email: info@episcopaljournal.org
Visit: The subscription tab of EpiscopalJournal.org

Thank you.  We rely entirely on your support.  

(Episcopal Journal is a 501(c)(3) tax-exempt charitable corporation registered in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania.)
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By Mary Frances Schjonberg 
Episcopal News Service

I
n the heyday of America’s space program, 
the Apollo 8 mission that went aloft 50 
years ago in December 1968 was a first in 
all of human exploration, not just that of 

space.
Humans left Earth’s orbit for the first time 

and headed to the moon nearly a quarter-
million miles away. Just shy of three days later, 
on Christmas Eve, William A. Anders, Frank 
Borman and James A. Lovell Jr. put their 
spacecraft into lunar orbit and became the first 
people to see the far side of the moon. Later 
that day, they became the first to see the Earth 
rise over the lunar horizon.

The astronauts did not keep secret their dis-
coveries. They conveyed them from space to 
the people on Earth who were following their 
mission and changed the way humans viewed 
their place in the universe.

As they came around the moon, the astro-
nauts had a new vision of Earth, Presiding 

Bishop Michael Curry told a 
large crowd gathered at Wash-
ington National Cathedral on 
Dec. 11. “I wonder if, at some 
level, God whispered in their 
ears and said, ‘Behold. Behold 
the world of which you are a 
part. Look at it. Look at its sym-
metry, look at its beauty. Look 
at its wonder,’” Curry said.

In addition to Curry, The 
Spirit of Apollo program at the 
cathedral featured Lovell, who 
also flew on Apollo 13, Gemini 
7 and Gemini 12; Jim Briden-
stine, NASA administrator; El-
len R. Stofan, director of the 
Smithsonian’s National Air and Space Muse-
um; and the Very Rev. Randy Hollerith, dean 
of the cathedral. The five were invited to ex-
plore the spiritual meaning of exploration and 
the unity created by the mission’s Christmas 
Eve broadcast and the iconic “Earthrise” photo 
taken by Anders.

The program at the cathedral is one of a 
series of “Apollo 50” events leading up to a 
five-day celebration, July 16–20, 2019, at the 
National Air and Space Museum and on the 
National Mall to commemorate Apollo 11 and 
the first moon landing. The museum received 
$2 million from the Boeing Corp. to help pay 
for the cathedral event and all of the commem-
orations.

Hollerith suggested that Apollo 8 was 
“a holy journey not only for what it accom-
plished, but for what it revealed to us about 
our place in God’s grand creation.”

Curry mentioned that some believe “that 
moment changed human consciousness forev-
er,” and he added that the view of Earth from 
space showed “we are a part of it, not the sum 
total of it.”

Lovell agreed, describing how he realized 
that his thumb could cover up the entire Earth 
as he saw it through the space capsule’s win-
dow. “In this cathedral, my world exists within 
these walls, but seeing the Earth at 240,000 
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National Cathedral marks Apollo 8’s  
‘in the beginning’ message and mission

Episcopal delegation advocates  
for climate action at UN gathering

3

continued on page 8

By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

A
n Episcopal delegation in Poland ad-
vocated on behalf of Presiding Bishop 
Michael Curry at the United Nations 
climate conference known as COP24, 

which met Dec. 2-14 in Katowice, Poland.
The Episcopal delegation followed a range 

of “work streams” related to climate change: 
loss and damage, mitigation, adaptation, 
finance and ambition. The group also met 
with representatives from member nations to 
share details of the church’s positions as set by 

General Convention.
COP24’s official title is the 24th Confer-

ence of the Parties to the United Nations 
Framework Convention on Climate Change.

“Our hope is to not only learn about 
these important areas, but to help the church 
connect with them,” California Bishop 
Marc Andrus, who is leading the Episcopal 
delegation, told ENS in a written summary 
of his team’s activities. He added that the 
Episcopal team members will produce reports 
on those activities afterward that will be shared 
with the wider church.

Feast of the Epiphany
Traditionally celebrated on Jan. 6, Epiphany celebrates 
the revelation of God incarnate as Jesus Christ and marks 
the visit of the Magi (or wise men) to the Christ child. 
This representation of the three kings’ visit is a Byzantine 
mosaic, c. 565, in the Basilica of Sant’Apollinare Nuovo, 
Ravenna, Italy and restored during the 18th century. 
Byzantine art usually depicts the Magi in Persian clothing 
which includes breeches, capes and Phrygian caps. 

Photo/NASA

Astronaut William Anders took one of the most 
iconic images of the Space Age: “Earthrise.”

Photo/Nina Aldin Thune via Wikimedia Commons

continued on page 6
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‘The church will be there,’ Curry tells  

Florida hurricane survivors
By David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

T
he Episcopal Church has not 
forgotten or given up on survi-
vors of Hurricane Michael, Pre-
siding Bishop Michael Curry 

told those who had weathered last fall’s 
devastating storm.

Curry spent Jan. 12-13 in and 
around Panama City, Fla., hearing hur-
ricane survivors’ stories of recovery.

“To hear what you have done and 
are doing, therein is hope and grace 
and the power of love,” Curry said at 
Holy Nativity Episcopal Church dur-
ing the first of two listening sessions or-
ganized by the Diocese of the Central 
Gulf Coast. With the crowd of 300 or 
more filling every pew and spilling over 
to folding chairs on the sides and a standing 
area in the back, he praised them for their per-
severance in the face of disaster.

“I have to admit, I wish it had been a differ-
ent name than Michael,” Curry joked.

When the rapidly intensifying storm made 
landfall near Panama City on Oct. 10 with 
an estimated wind speed of 155 mph, some 
of these residents of Florida’s panhandle lost 
everything. Even those who fared better than 
most awoke to a landscape forever altered 
and daily life upended — trees gone, homes 
damaged or destroyed, businesses darkened, 

schools closed, jobs up in the air and a coastal 
region facing the uneasy question of how many 
of their neighbors would be coming back.

Three months later, Episcopalians gave 
Curry a warm welcome from the moment he 
stepped off the plane at Northwest Florida 
Beaches International Airport. The airport 
manager is a parishioner at Holy Nativity and 
greeted Curry at the gate.

Curry’s first stop Jan. 12 was Holy Nativity 
Episcopal School, a few blocks from the church 
of the same name in The Cove, a beach-side 
neighborhood filled with modest houses and 

oak trees. Because Hurricane Mi-
chael passed just east of Panama 
City, the powerful Category 4 
winds were aimed out to sea, spar-
ing the city a devastating storm 
surge. But the wind did plenty of 
damage, including to the school.

One of the trees felled by the 
storm landed on the school’s 
roof, creating a gaping hole over 
the school’s lobby and one of its 
classrooms. When Curry arrived 
accompanied by Bishop Russell 
Kendrick, a new roof was in place 
and renovations were well under-
way inside.

Judy Hughes, Holy Nativity’s 
head of school, welcomed them 
into the lobby and kicked off her 
tour with a short video about the 

storm damage and repairs. A projector and 
screen were set up on floors still stripped to the 
baseboards, and the group watched the video 
stood under exposed rafters.

Hughes’ goal is for her students to return 
to this school building by the fall, but their 
temporary accommodations are themselves 
an achievement. “We were the first school in 
Bay County to open,” Hughes said. Classes 
resumed Oct. 29 in the hallways, courtyard 
and any other available spaces at Holy 
Nativity Episcopal Church, with additional 

continued on page 6

continued on page 7

Photo/David Paulsen/ENS

Presiding Bishop Michael Curry preaches at St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church in Panama City, Fla. 

Episcopalians respond to federal shutdown’s impact
By Mary Frances Schjonberg 
Episcopal News Service

A
s the effects of the longest federal 
government shutdown in United 
States history rippled across the 
country, many Episcopalians felt the 

economic pinch even as others tried to help 
their neighbors cope.

“I understand what’s at stake. I understand 
that it is bigger than just my paycheck, but it 
is my paycheck,” Episcopalian Christopher 
Dwyer, a veteran who works for the Depart-
ment of Housing and Urban Development, 
told NBC News’ Lester Holt on Jan. 10.

Dwyer, who is a member of Christ Church 
in Bloomfield and Glen Ridge in New Jersey 
and a seminarian at Drew Theological School 
in Madison, N.J., told Holt that he soon 
might have to find other work, saying his 
unemployment insurance eventually would 
run out. (While rules vary by state, unem-
ployment benefits generally pay a percentage 

of the recipient’s salary, and federal workers 
reportedly will have to repay their benefits if 
they receive back pay.)

From school tuition deferrals to free 
firewood to anxiety support groups, the re-

sponses ran the gamut in Washington, D.C., 
neighborhoods, on Native American reserva-
tions and in seaside communities.

The reservations were among the hardest hit 
because of their dependence on various forms 
of federal aid. That dependence was enshrined 
centuries ago in treaties between tribes and the 
U.S. government in which the tribes gave up 
huge territories for many guarantees, includ-
ing money for services like health care and 
education. The Bureau of Indian Affairs pro-
vides those services, either directly or through 
grants to 567 federally recognized tribes. All 
told, about 1.9 million American Indian and 
Alaska Natives were affected.

Rosebud Sioux Tribe Chairman Rodney 
Bordeaux has said that 74 percent of the 
tribe’s budget revenue was federal money. 
Bordeaux and other tribal leaders traveled to 
Washington to meet with lawmakers.

The Rev. Lauren R. Stanley, superintend-
ing presbyter of the Rosebud Episcopal Mis-

Photo/AFGE

Federal workers demonstrate in downtown 
Washington, D.C., on Jan. 9 for an end to the 
partial federal-government shutdown.
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Pittsburgh priest 
revives the parish  
that raised him

By Michelle Hiskey 
Episcopal News Service

W
hen the Rev. Kris Opat 
returned to St. David’s 
Episcopal Church in 
suburban Pittsburgh 

in 2012, only 20 people were 
there to start over as a congrega-
tion. The sanctuary, which seats 
300, made the group look even 
smaller. The building’s previous 
occupants, part of the Anglican 
Church in North America, had 
just decamped.

Ordained for only three years 
at that point, Opat had never 
been a priest-in-charge.

Today, St. David’s is a parish 
with almost 300 members — 
mostly busy young families who 
have no previous Episcopal ties. 
Opat, now 38, is a trained engi-
neer with dreadlocks who grew up 
in the congregation.

Opat’s entire career as a priest 
has unfolded amid the rancor 
and litigation in the Diocese of 
Pittsburgh, and weathering that 
conflict has influenced his wel-
coming, no-nonsense approach to 
ministry.

“The split in 2008 was terrible, 
but since then some wonderful 
things have happened,” said the 
Rev. Lou Hays, a retired priest 

who served in the diocese and 
mentored Opat. “St. David’s is the 
top of the list.”

‘What is going on?’
About six months into the re-

vival of St. David’s, Opat got a 
phone call from a curious neigh-
bor: “Did something change 
at that church?” The question 
was posed so often that St. Da-
vid’s posted a brief history on 
its website, acknowledging the 
off-putting nature of the confus-
ing changes the church had gone 
through since October 2008 when 
the diocesan convention agreed to 
follow then-Bishop Robert Dun-
can in his attempt to take the dio-
cese out of the Episcopal Church 
but retain all the assets that were 
held by the diocese.

As the wrangling continued, 
the sign out front of St. David’s 
went from saying “Episcopal” to 
“Anglican,” and even the name 
of the church had changed at one 
point from St. David’s to Church 
of the Redeemer as about 90 per-
cent of the congregation tried to 
dissolve St. David’s and form a 
new parish in what became the 
Anglican Church in North Amer-
ica, or ACNA. On May 27, 2012, 
Pentecost Sunday, Episcopal wor-
ship returned to St. David’s and 

the parish resumed the use of its 
legal name, St. David’s Episcopal 
Church.

Opat was very familiar with 
how the neighbors thought. His 
parents still live in his childhood 
home, seven minutes away. His 
mother was one of the faithful 
remnants of St. David’s, along 
with a half-dozen other relatives.

As a middle schooler, Opat had 
felt at home at St. David’s, “which 
was evangelical then, almost Pen-
tecostal,” he said. “Our youth 
group would play games and go to 
the pizza shop. In that evangelical 
model, I gave my life to the Lord 

then, which I have a broader view 
of now.”

Opat needed a broad view as a 
priest facing a broken congrega-
tion of St. David’s size that also 
had a burdensome mortgage.

A turnaround starts
“I felt hopeless,” recalled Jen 

Yoon, perhaps the most invested 
remaining member at St. David’s. 
She directed its preschool (St. 
David’s Christian Early Learning 
Center) and its children’s minis-
tries. “We had so few people, and 
it was going to take so much.”

continued on page 6
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Texas church serves  
‘Coffee on the Corner’

By Mary Frances Schjonberg 
Episcopal News Service

W
hen you look out 
the window of your 
church and see kids 
and their parents 

walking past every morning 
on their way to neighborhood 
schools and a school bus stop, 
what comes to mind?

“We figured that there might 
be needs that we might be able 
to plug into,” said the Rev. Karen 

Calafat, rector of St. Luke’s in the 
Meadow Episcopal Church in 
Fort Worth, Texas. She and some 
parishioners had some ideas, but 
they didn’t know whether those 
ideas would be helpful. “We were 
just looking for a way to connect, 
find out what their needs are and 
see if there was any way we could 
partner with them,” Calafat said.

That’s when their discov-
ery that middle school students 
needed college logo T-shirts led 

Photo/Mary Frances Schjonberg/ENS

Donnell Guynn, a member of St. Luke’s in the Meadow Episcopal Church 
in Fort Worth, Texas, offers hot sausage biscuits to a mother and her 
children during a recent Coffee on the Corner morning.

Photo/Elena Tayem via Wikimedia Commons

ash Wednesday outdoors
The Rev. Andrew Sherman, right, and the Rev. Craig Burlington of St. 
Gregory’s Episcopal Church in Boca Raton, Fla., distribute “ashes to go” 
in Mizner Park on Ash Wednesday 2017. Many churches offer ashes at 
train stations, on sidewalks and in other locations outside the church as 
well as in traditional worship services on Ash Wednesday, which in 2019 
falls on March 6. 
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By Mary Frances Schjonberg and David Paulsen 
Episcopal News Service

T
he United Methodist Church’s recent 
decision to reinforce its opposi-
tion to same-sex marriage and the 
ordination of LGBTQ clergy has 

not sidetracked pending consideration of 
a full-communion agreement between the 
Episcopal Church and the United Meth-
odist Church.

Each denomination is discerning the 
vote’s impact as the Methodist church 
awaits a denominational ruling on the 
constitutionality of some parts of the de-
cision.

“At this moment, we are in the same 
place that we were six months ago, except 
that we are deep in prayer for their situa-
tion,” the Rev. Margaret Rose, ecumenical 
and interreligious deputy to the Episcopal 
Church’s presiding bishop, told ENS.

Six months ago, the United Methodist-
Episcopal dialogue committee made final edits 
to the full-communion proposal, “A Gift to 
the World: Co-Laborers in the Healing of Bro-
kenness,” that was first released in May 2017.

The dialogue committee is due to gather 
again in a previously scheduled meeting April 
29 in Austin, Texas, during which, Rose said, 
Episcopalians “will hear directly from those 

who have been deeply involved in this work 
and are saddened by the decision.”

On Feb. 26, the United Methodist Church’s 
2019 Special Session of General Conference 
approved, by a vote of 438-384, a “Traditional 

Plan,” which did not change the UMC’s posi-
tion on the full inclusion of LGBTQ people 
in the life of the denomination but hardened 
some of the its current policies.

For instance, it set a minimum penalty 
of one year’s suspension without pay for 
clergy performing a same-sex wedding for 
the first offense, and loss of credentials 
for the second, according to UM News 
Service. And the plan reinforced the 
church’s existing prohibition on “self-
avowed practicing” gay clergy.

The delegates rejected plans that would 
have either eliminated all restrictions on 
same-sex marriage and ordination of gay 
clergy in the denomination’s Book of Dis-
cipline or left such decisions up to indi-
vidual geographic entities known as con-
ferences.

The Special Session also approved a 
disaffiliation plan, sometimes called an 
“exit plan.” It would allow congregations 

to leave the denomination with their property, 
with limitations, “for reasons of conscience” 
regarding issues of human sexuality. The plan’s 
provisions would stand in contrast to the Epis-
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Episcopalians, Methodists ponder full-communion proposal

continued on page 7

Same-sex spouses not invited to 
Lambeth Conference

By Mary Frances Schjonberg 
Episcopal News Service

A
rchbishop of Canterbury Justin 
Welby is not inviting same-sex 
spouses to the 2020 Lambeth 
Conference of bishops.

Public word of Welby’s decision came 
in an Anglican Communion News Service 
blog post by Anglican Communion Sec-
retary General Josiah Idowu-Fearon. He 
wrote that “invitations have been sent to 
every active bishop” because “that is how 
it should be — we are 
recognizing that all those 
consecrated into the of-
fice of bishop should be 
able to attend.” Those 
invitations traditionally 
come from the archbish-
op of Canterbury.

“But the invitation 
process has also needed 
to take account of the 
Anglican Communion’s 
position on marriage 
which is that it is the 
lifelong union of a man 
and a woman,” Idowu-

Fearon wrote. “That is the position as set 
out in Resolution I.10 of the 1998 Lam-
beth Conference. Given this, it would be 
inappropriate for same-sex spouses to be 
invited to the conference.”

The Lambeth Conference is held 
approximately once per decade. The 
archbishop of Canterbury invites bishops 
from across the Anglican Communion to 
attend. The last gathering was in 2008. 
The July 23-Aug 2, 2020, gathering will 
be held, as is tradition, in Canterbury, 

Photo/via Wikimedia Commons

An intimate Easter moment
This image of “The Risen Christ” (1658) by Rembrandt 
van Rijn, a portrait of the resurrected Jesus, emphasizes 
a personal relationship with the figure at the center 
of Christianity’s key moment. Rembrandt painted 
a number of Passion scenes, including the raising of 
the cross, Christ’s descent from the cross and Christ’s 
entombment.  

Photo/Anglican Archives

Spouses who attended the 2008 Lambeth Conference of bishops 
pose on the University of Kent campus in Canterbury. 

Photo/Paul Jeffrey/UM News Service

Delegate Shayla Jordan receives hugs after speaking in 
support of the One Church Plan during the 2019 United 
Methodist General Conference. 
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He is risen!

This Just In!  
New EJ Subscription Offer 
for Dioceses and Churches

Amount of  
Congregants

Magazine format 
12-16 page pdf 

8.5x11 Highlights 
4 or 6 page pdf

500 $ 160 $   75
1,000 $ 320 $ 160
1,500 $ 480 $ 240
2,000 $ 640 $ 320

Costs indicated are for distribution increments of 500.  
For quantities of 5,000 and above pricing available upon request.
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