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Dear Hastings Families and Staff,

We enter the final lap of the school year, with students and staff alike, moving at a

seemingly breakneck pace.  This is the rhythm of schooling from late April through late

June. We have lived it before: so much left to do; so little time.  Nevertheless, we need to

be wise–by focusing on essential tasks, being supportive of each other and staying

healthy (in mind, body and spirit).

Today, I start with a couple of feel-good pieces and then shift to several technical

announcements. Please note the updates on the 2021-22 School Calendar and the

2022-23 Budget.

High School Musical – Footloose

Anticipate full houses in the HHS Auditorium this weekend for three performances of

Footloose. Shows are Friday (7 p.m.), Saturday (7 p.m.) and Sunday (2 p.m.).  The vibe

is strong across the district that this will be a show not to miss.  Sing, Dance and Act,

Hastings, Sing, Dance and Act!

Poetry Challenge – Extended

We have received several stellar submissions for the Poetry Challenge. Recall that, as

part of National Poetry Month, on April 1st I challenged students and staff to share their

own poems. We are extending the deadline for poems until April 29, the last school day

in National Poetry Month. On May 6, we will post a digital compendium of the poems.

2021-22 School Calendar – Two Changes

The Board of Education (BOE) voted on Tuesday, April 19, to make two changes to the

2021-22 School Year Calendar.  The changes are based on an agreement with the

Hastings Teacher Association to “give-back” unused Emergency Closure Days.  To date,

we have used four of the scheduled six emergency days and can give back two days.  The

changes are as follows:

● May 27, 2022 – This will now be a “non-school day” (a vacation day for all

students and staff).

● June 24, 2022 – This will now be a “non-school day” (a vacation day for staff).

Students are not affected by this change, since June 24 already had been

scheduled as Superintendent’s Conference Day (a non-school day for students).
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2022-23 Budget – Adopted by Board of Education

The BOE adopted the recommended 2022-23 Budget on Tuesday, April 19, by a vote of

4-2 (one Board member was ill). Detailed information on the budget, including the

2022-23 Budget Book and all presentations to the BOE, may be found HERE. A

detailed FAQ is also  posted, addressing the most prevalent questions from the BOE,

staff, families and the community. The FAQ will be updated regularly.  Next week we

will distribute links to the annual Budget Newsletter.

Hastings residents should note on their calendars that the Village voting day for the

school budget is Tuesday, May 17, 2022. We strongly encourage all residents to make

time that day to vote.

Social Media Reminder

Picking up the opening theme of spring’s fast pace and staying healthy, I am asking

families and staff to be extra attentive to student behavior on social media. We must

treat each other well on social media. In addition, we must ensure students avoid social

media challenges, such as those on TikTok and other platforms. Students need to

remember that what is said and posted on social media never goes away, and that it may

carry serious consequences for discipline in school. Families should reach out to their

building principal if ever in doubt.

COVID-19 Update

As most know, we are seeing increased COVID-19 rates regionally. While still low, our

daily counts have risen from 1-2 per day to 5-7 per day. Recall that our daily counts are

not cumulative; we are tracking daily changes as they are most informative to our

evolving status.

Despite the count uptick, we can continue with our current COVID-19 policies and

procedures. It is essential that we remain vigilant with the mitigating strategies we know

make a difference: stay home if not feeling well, keep washing hands and using hand

sanitizer, when in doubt mask up, and get your vaccination and booster (if age-eligible).

Please also avail yourself of the Antigen COVID-19 home testing kits, which are in ample

supply in each school’s medical office.

Lastly, our final lap of the school year will have us in groups, often in tight quarters.

Please take the extra step of wearing a mask if you have concerns. And, of course, stay

home if you are not feeling well.

As always,  your building administrators are available if you have any questions or

concerns.

Be well.

Bil�

William S. McKersie, Ph.D.

Superintendent of Schools
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