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Dear Hastings Families and Staff,

I am pleased to send another weekly dose of success and good news.  I take a “less is

more” approach this week, focusing on the seven seniors graduating from HASP and two

nights of wonderful music from FMS students. I close with another COVID-19 note.

Athletics are nearly completed for the year, so next week I will provide a wrap-up of the

spring season.

Before starting, let me review a change to the 2021-22 School Calendar, which was

adopted by the BOE last month.  As I shared in a Friday letter several weeks ago, we will

not have school on Friday, May 27, 2022.  On the revised 2021-22 School Calendar, the

day is aptly noted as a “Emergency Closure Give Back Day.”  Please mark your personal

calendars accordingly and enjoy the four-day weekend.

HASP Graduation – Celebrating Seven Seniors

Yesterday morning, the seven seniors graduating from HASP (Hastings Alternative

School Program) were celebrated in a special program on Reynolds Field. I was told it is

always a remarkable ceremony–yesterday went beyond remarkable.

First, let me be sure we all know HASP.  Established in 1985, HASP is an alternative

education program within Hastings High School. Started for 11th graders, it gradually

expanded to provide opportunities for 9th-12th grade students.  The Mission:

HASP promotes a sense of family and a philosophy of “voluntary involvement.”

Through small classes, regular Community Meetings… HASP seeks to provide a

foundation of engagement, commitment, and an enriched education for every

child. Students are challenged to realize their highest potential in a

small-community atmosphere that emphasizes learning and achieving success.

Back to yesterday’s ceremony. HASP’s graduating seniors gather in late May with fellow

HASP students, teachers and administrators, and family members to celebrate

graduation. The ceremony’s signature is individual remarks by each senior about their

journey to graduation.

A wise person recently told me that the keys to happiness are gratitude (for those who

help you), forgiveness (of yourself and others) and relationships (friends and family

you can turn to for support). HASP’s Class of 2022 exhibited that wisdom in their

graduation remarks. Gratitude was expressed by each senior for their classmates and
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friends, specific teachers and administrators, and ultimately their parents and families.

Their common refrain: be there for each other, support each other, no matter what.

Speaking from the heart, they embodied bravery, integrity, sense of family, and most

importantly, accomplishment.  To quote Lou Adipietro, "Every year I am amazed by the

confidence and honesty displayed by our graduates. As all of the students shared, it has

not been an easy journey. Through the program leadership, staff and family structure,

they have made it. We are so proud of each and every one of them,"

Echoing the students, I want to thank Peter Scotch for leading HASP with diligence and

care.

Please join me in applauding the HASP Class of 2022:

● Luke Brine

● Kayla Daley

● Richie Fonfrias

● Devin Hayden

● Angel Salazar

● Mercedes Severino

● Tea (Lynx) Whitehorne

FMS Spring Concerts – Two Great Nights

Congratulations to the many FMS students and Music Department faculty who offered

the gift of music on Tuesday and Thursday at the 5-6 Grade and 7-8 Grade Spring

Concerts. Powerful and eclectic, the repertoire for the two evenings ran the gamut across

genres, cultures and time periods. Instrumental and choral selections included Guselle,

Haydn, Vivaldi, Hall, “When Will My Life Begin?” from Tangled, Italian Song

(Traditional), Torres Strait Islands traditional vocals, Mamma Mia (ABBA), Queen, The

Little Mermaid, a superhero feature, a video game arrangement, and the Ukrainian

National Anthem. Our Hastings musicians were poised, vibrant and practiced. Thank

you to the eight students who participated in the two program’s several spotlight duets

and solos.

Special congratulations to our 8th graders on their final middle school performance.

Bravo!

Another COVID-19 Note

Despite the uptick in daily COVID-19 counts, we are able to maintain current plans for

end-of-year programs and events (witness this week’s FMS Spring Concerts).  Districts

across the region are doing the same, as was confirmed in meetings last Friday and

today with Westchester County superintendents.

I would ask that families and staff remember our essential mitigating strategies:

● Stay home if not feeling well

● Wash hands and use hand sanitizer regularly

● Mask-up when in doubt, especially when in groups and indoors

● Get your vaccination and booster (if age-eligible)
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● Avail yourself of the Antigen COVID-19 home testing kits, which are in ample

supply in each school’s medical office.

Considering and taking these steps is the best way to maximize our health and ensure

wide participation in programs and activities. End-of-school celebrations are a source of

joyful memories – let’s work together to make them happen.

Be well.

Bil�

William S. McKersie, Ph.D.

Superintendent of Schools
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