
 
 
 
AN EXCITING START TO 2019 FOR SERVICE COMMITTEE 
(continued) 
 
 
Dream Code Book Project: We are organizing a drive in which WIL members 
will contribute a total of 100 books to be shipped to Nigeria. We are exploring 
possible book sources. Thanks to Clare Kahn and Hedra Packman who are 
heading up this drive. Look out for invitations to donate/buy books from the 
list. Also needed are volunteers to pack books, most likely in May. Please 
contact Clare or Hedra. 
 
UrbanPromise International Mentorship Program: Connecting WIL members 
to UrbanPromise female leaders who come from various African countries to live 
in the US for two years, and receive a fully sponsored master’s degree in 
organizational leadership. Each WIL volunteer mentor will be paired with a 
student. The time commitment is flexible, at least 3 hours per month. Thanks to 
Meryle Melnicoff for heading up this project. Needed are 6-10 mentors. Please 
contact Meryle. 
 
Leah’s Dream: Sandee Mandel is looking for enthusiastic Shea Butter packers 
to package the shea butter for Fall 2019. Tentative time line for this project is 
early August. The service committee will send a WILmail message when the 
exact date is decided. 
 
Welcome the Stranger: Welcome the Stranger has been offering ESL, computer 
and citizenship courses since 1999. There is an acute need to organize and 
scan/digitize the curricula for these and other services. WIL volunteers will help 
with this process. No special technical knowledge is needed, but this is an 
opportunity for WIL members who have a background in education to add their 
expertise. Thanks to Louise Strawbridge for coordinating this project. The 
membership will be contacted when dates are available. The time frame will 
be June, July, or August.  
 
Africom: Based in West Philadelphia, Africom serves the African/Caribbean 
community with a comprehensive program including job support, housing and 
utilities, public benefits, documents, clothing, household items, etc. This project is 
an exciting advocacy project to promote the revision of PA law governing 
hairdressers to allow immigrants to work doing natural hair braiding. 23 other 
states have approved this practice. The committee is awaiting the date that the 
bill will be debated. WIL members will be alerted to write their 
representatives, and spread the word informally to friends and associates. 


