
 
 
 
WIL	AT	NGO	COMMISSION	ON	THE	STATUS	OF	WOMEN	FORUM	IN	NEW	
YORK	(continued) 
 
 
There were 8 WIL members who met on Tuesday evening, March 12 at the 
opening reception and cocktail hour at the New Yorker Hotel where we had time 
to enjoy each other’s company and at the same time meet and network with over 
200 women’s rights and empowerment advocates from around the world! Of 
course, after the reception, there was a fun dinner together in midtown 
Manhattan. A full day was had by all! 
 
On Wednesday morning, March 13 we all woke early to attend various lectures 
and we were excited to start the morning sessions with Sandee Mandel as a 
guest presenter for Leah’s Dream at the Armenian Convention Center. It was a 
special honor for Sandee to be included in the list of lectures. Throughout the day 
we attended various sessions in various locations in NYC and we each walked at 
least 5 miles without even thinking about exercise! Lectures were offered daily 
from 8:30am- 8pm. The sessions were every two hours with 10 lectures during 
each time slot!! The downloaded Forum Handbook, made it easier to navigate 
and choose programs to attend. We all seemed to be most interested in Gender 
Equality for women and girls, Women’s Empowerment, Educating young girls, 
and learning more about non-profits supporting these efforts around the world.  
 
Among the many, one highlight was a presentation by Linda Calhoun, 
Founder/Executive Producer of Career Girls which is on an organization that was 
founded on the dream that every girl around the world should have access to 
diverse and accomplished women role models — to learn from their experiences 
and to discover their own path to empowerment. CareerGirls.org is a 
comprehensive video-based career exploration tool for girls. It’s free to use, and, 
as important, it's free of ads. They have the largest online collection of career 
guidance videos focusing exclusively on diverse and accomplished women — 
over 130 of whom are in STEM fields — and is updated weekly. 
 
The Career Girls collection includes over 10,000 video clips featuring more than 
500 women role models who work in hundreds of wide-ranging careers from the 
United States and around the world. This website offers support for developing 
life skills, college advice, college majors and resources, and a wealth of career 
information. This is definitely a site you should check out and is worthwhile for 
young women from any background in any city or country around the world. 
 



We even had time, of course with a group of 8 seasoned travelers and shoppers, 
to visit the Artisan Fair. No-one left empty handed - some purchases include: 
handwoven African baskets, handmade dolls from the Ukraine, embroidered 
handbags from Asia, wall hangings from India. Yes, I even had to buy an extra 
bag to carry my special gifts and memories back to Philadelphia! 
 
I hope we can visit as a WIL group once again next year to the NGO 64th 
Commission on the Status of Women Forum. 
 


