
 

HOME & SCHOOL- August 2, 2019 
Hello fellow St Jerome’s Families! 

I hope this letter finds you all enjoying summer.  There are several announcements pertaining to the upcoming 
school year that I would like to share.   

First off – a giant THANK YOU to Susan Osborn for giving so generously of her time, talent and energy to Home 
and School in recent years. I am so excited (and a bit terrified, truth be told) to be taking the reins of the Home 
and School Association, and am immensely grateful for Susan’s guidance.   

Home and School is looking to hit the ground running this fall and will once again be implementing a handful of 
events throughout the school year to entertain, educate and strengthen our school community.  To pull it all off, 
we’ll need volunteers in droves.  In the past, Home and School has relied heavily on a small number of volunteers 
to do the bulk of the work.  In order to turn the tide, and drum up more equal participation in the management of 
school events, we’ll be changing how events are divvied up and managed.   

Each grade level will be given two Home and School functions to run – one hospitality type event and one 
entertainment event.  Your room parents will let you know which events your grade level will be responsible for, 
but please note – the actual planning and running of the events should not fall on the shoulders of the room parents.  
Room parents are kept plenty busy taking care of the classroom needs and the teachers.  It’s a big change, but 
also a fantastic opportunity to be an active and engaged member of our wonderful school community.     

Speaking of room parents, watch for an email coming from Emily Keigher soon.  Emily will be our Room Parent 
Coordinator for the year!  She’s going to be taking signups for Room Parents starting in early August so that we 
can make sure these folks are in place and already getting organized when school starts.  In the past, your Room 
Parent(s) have likely asked for monetary contributions to cover things like teacher gifts, classroom parties, special 
projects, the baskets for Legacy Dinner.  This year, we are going to streamline this task for our Room Parents as 
a “One and Done” Contribution that will be collected at our Meet & Greet/Back to School Picnic (Aug 23rd).  We 
are asking $30 per student for this contribution.  Your Room Parents will go into further detail with you on what 
those funds cover, but again this is truly a One and Done contribution, covering all needs for the entire year – 
from the first classroom party or teacher gift, through end of year gifts.  One thing to add in here – each class will 
be responsible for their own main teacher, as well as an additional teacher that is on staff.  We want all of our 
teachers to feel the love! Again, please have your $30 check for the One and Done Contribution at the Meet & 
Greet. 

That takes us to August 23rd – our Meet & Greet.  If you ordered EPI School Packs, the supplies are being shipped 
early August and will be in your child’s classroom (I welcome your feedback on those school packs, specifically 
how the items hold up!).   

As always, Home and School Association Dues are billed through the TADs system - $20.  Home and School 
events will be on the calendar, and I will also be sure details are included in the weekly all-school email. 

On August 23, The Meet & Greet/Back to School Picnic will be a FOOD TRUCK FRIDAY!  Just Smokin’ 
Barbeque will be serving up delicious eats from 3:30 – 6:30 and the Kona Ice Truck will be there from 4:30 – 
5:30.  Pack a cooler, a blanket and a few camp chairs (St. Jerome’s has only a few picnic tables available) and 



enjoy a fun-filled family evening!  Just Smokin’ Barbeque will be donating 10% of the proceeds back to the 
school, and Kona Ice will be able to donate 20% back to the school! 

Thank you for your attention to the details of this letter.  Looking forward to seeing you all in just a few short 
weeks.   

Regards, 

Aubrey Samson 

(Leo 3rd Gr, Blake 2nd Gr, Dane 5K) 

 

PS – Moms Night Out Alert: Emily Keigher and I will be at the Village Green Beer Garden on Friday, August 
18th… join us for a brewski and conversation! *this is a non-sanctioned school event* 

PPS – If you are new to St Jerome’s and have NO clue what Home and School is, don’t fret… a) we were all 
there once and know how that feels, b) you are not alone in this feeling and c) the most important thing to 
remember is that you are ALWAYS INVITED…. To everything.  When Leo started school I remember feeling 
incredibly overwhelmed… like I was missing a memo that everyone else had already received and memorized.  
I’ve found that the best way to get control over that ‘lost’ feeling was simply to start signing up.  The more I 
participated, the more I got to know other parents, staff members, my kids’ friends, etc… and little by little I’ve 
gotten a handle on all of the fun events, groups, and extras that are part of St Jerome’s school life. 

  

 


