
You chose a Catholic school for your child because you care. You want to make sure 

that your children learn in a safe and nurturing faith community centered in Jesus Christ. You 

also take learning very seriously and want to be certain that your children are making progress 

and realizing their potential. 

For this reason, Our School, along with all other Archdiocese of Milwaukee Catholic 

schools has adopted a method of grading that is a more accurate and honest way of 

communicating information about what your children are expected to learn and how they are 

progressing along their learning path. This method, called standards-based grading, allows 

each parent to know which concepts and skills are being studied each grading period and track 

how their individual child is progressing in learning those concepts and skills. 

With standards-based grading, teachers communicate whether students are currently 

demonstrating learning at a level 1, 2, 3 and sometimes 4.  Students demonstrating learning at 

level 1 are getting ready to learn concepts and skills. Students demonstrating learning at level 2 

are building foundations for mastery of concepts and skills. Students demonstrating learning at 

level 3 have mastered the concepts and skills and are able to apply them when working 

independently. Those students who are working at level 4 make new connections and extend 

their learning beyond a demonstration of mastery. The chart attached to this letter reflects the 

levels and associated learning represented by the numbers 1, 2, 3 and 4. 

Standards-based grades are more flexible and can change to reflect a student’s 

learning. Standards-based grades will fluctuate to reflect the progress a student makes in 

mastering one set of concepts and skills and moving on to new or more complex concepts and 

skills. Standard-based grading does communicate up-to-date information about a student’s 

current level of knowledge. Standards-based grading does show how a student’s learning has 

progressed over time. It does not average scores from weeks past, before a student’s learning 

progressed. It does not penalize a student for not knowing something before it was taught. 

If you have questions about standards-based grading, please join us for one of our 
deanery parent nights in March. Everyday examples from the classroom will provide a 

more specific look into what is being taught and how far your child’s learning has 

progressed. We will continue to provide FAQs each week through weekly emails. 



Grades K-3 Proficiency Scale 

3 
Proficient 

● Student demonstrates consistent understanding and application of
concepts and skills aligned with grade level standards.

● Student can complete assigned tasks independently.

2 
Developing 

● Student demonstrates partial understanding of grade level standards.
● Student can sometimes complete learning activities without

assistance.

1 
Emerging 

● Student needs more time to develop understanding of grade level
standards.

● Student can complete learning activities with assistance.

Grades 4-8 Proficiency Scale 

4 
Advanced 

● Student demonstrates understanding of concepts and skills extending
beyond grade level standards.

● Student can independently complete self-directed studies.

3 
Proficient 

● Student demonstrates consistent understanding and application of
concepts and skills aligned with grade level standards.

● Student can complete assigned tasks independently.

2 
Developing 

● Student demonstrates partial understanding of grade level standards.
● Student can sometimes complete learning tasks without assistance.

1 
Emerging 

● Student needs more time to develop understanding of grade level
standards.

● Student can complete learning activities with assistance.




