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Background 
What is regulated? 

The Pesticide Applicators’ Act (Act) applies to anyone 
who uses or supervises the use of pesticides or 
pesticide devices, including entities and individuals 
that apply pesticides and are licensed or registered by 
the Commissioner of Agriculture (Commissioner) and 
the general public. 

Why is it regulated? 

The Commissioner regulates pesticide applicators to 
protect the public from the adverse effects of 
pesticides resulting from unsafe and incorrect 
pesticide use, including damage to humans, animals, 
property and the environment. 

Who is regulated? 

In fiscal year 20-21, there were a total of 9,856 
individuals and 1,166 entities who were licensed or 
registered as pesticide applicators. 

How is it regulated? 

The Commissioner enforces the Act, in part, by 
licensing and registering pesticide applicators who use 
restricted use pesticides. Staff protects the public by 
conducting inspections and investigations to uncover 
problems with pesticide use and to prevent adverse 
effects on individuals and the environment, and it 
takes enforcement actions against pesticide 
applicators who have violated the Act or the 
Commissioner’s rules. 

What does it cost? 

In fiscal year 20-21, the Commissioner expended over 
$3 million in federal and state funds and allotted 25.2 
full-time equivalent employees to implement the Act. 

What disciplinary activity is there? 

Over the five-year period, the Commissioner took the 
following enforcement actions against pesticide 
applicators: 3 letters of admonition, 393 cease and 
desist orders, 154 civil penalties and 1 permanent 
injunction. 

Sunset Review: Pesticide Applicators’ Act 

Key Recommendations 
• Continue the Act for 11 years, until

2034.

• Update the definition of “use” of
pesticides to align with changes in
federal law.

• Authorize individuals on the Pesticide
Sensitive Registry to receive
notification prior to a pesticide
application in any turf, ornamental or
structural category that is planned at
their place of business or, if they are
students, at their school address.

• Amend the requirement for notification
of anyone on the Registry prior to a
pesticide application in any turf or
ornamental category on any property
within 250 feet of the registrant’s
property line, rather than on an
abutting property.


