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Thinking about clothes. 
 
Fast Fashion is the term that describes high-style, 
mass produced, inexpensive clothing that replicates 
designer trends.  It has benefits and costs—
especially environmental costs.   

 
McKinsey (https://www.mckinsey.com/featured-insights/mckinsey-explainers/what-is-fast-
fashion) reports that in 2023 the global Fast Fashion industry was estimated at $1.7 Trillion—yup 
that’s a staggering number.  And the industry employed “more than 300 million people 
throughout the value chain.”  In other words, the people who sew the clothes, the people who 
ship the clothes, the people who design the clothes, the people who market the clothes, etc.  
This means that Fast Fashion supports our economies and generates a lot of jobs.  That’s a real 
positive—so what are the drawbacks? 
 
The EPA (https://www.epa.gov/facts-and-figures-about-materials-waste-and-recycling/textiles-
material-specific-data) reports that in 1960 the US generated 1,76 million tons of textiles and 
landfilled approximately 1.71 million tons. By 2018 textile generation had ballooned to 17 million 
tons or 81 pounds of clothing per person per year. McKinsey notes that consumers treat Fast 
Fashion garments as nearly disposable.  Many are discarded after only seven wears.  They also 
report that three out of five garments end up in a landfill or are incinerated. 
 
On-line returns are big contributors to the mounds of clothes in landfills.  BBC Earth 
(https://www.bbcearth.com/news/your-brand-new-returns-end-up-in-landfill) reports that each 
year US customers return 3.5 billion products and only about 20% of them are defective.  So only 
20% get discarded right?  Wrong most of it goes to landfills. 
 
The EPA reports that textiles generate 17 million tons of solid waste each year.  That amounts to 
about 81 pounds of clothing per person per year. Much of these textiles are new unused 
clothing—often from online purchases that were returned.   
 
Online retailers have encouraged us to buy multiples of products—a size up, a size down and the 
size you think you need—with the intent to return what doesn’t fit.  It’s a business model that is 
filling our landfills and creating millions of tonnes of greenhouse gas.  
 
Armed with these facts, maybe it’s time to look for alternate sources of clothing from producers 
that pay living wages, produce quality products that can stand the test of time from organic 
natural fibers. 
 
 

Luke 12:33  (NRSV) Make purses for 

yourselves that do not wear out. . .” 
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