
Gianna Marrone, a 2016 graduate, is
studying to earn her masters in occupational
therapy at Philadelphia University. When
interviewed about her experience at SBA,
Gianna had a lot of advice.

She said that attending Basils is a
once in a lifetime experience, yet most
students wish away their days, instead of
enjoying their time while they are still young.
Gianna believes that students could benefit
by heeding this quote, “We spent our days
wishing for 3 o’clock, Friday, and summer,
until one day it ends, and we wish it was 8:15
on a Monday in September again.”

Reflecting on her days at Basils, Gianna
realizes how much she misses being
surrounded by friends, and being part of the
Basils family. It almost has been a year since
Gianna graduated, and she still believes that
confidence in her work, social skills, time
management, and ability to deal with failure
and success come from the constant effort
work and dedication she learned here. SBA
gave Gianna an advantage in college and a
jump start on her way to being successful in
life.
Gianna said, “My time at St. Basils was an

eye-opening, amazing, and in leaving, a
bittersweet experience.” Throughout her time
at SBA, Gianna believes that Mrs.
Clearkin had the greatest impact on her life.
Gianna said, "Mrs. Clearkin always knew
what to say and when to say it, and to this
day she continues to motivate me to be a
better student and an all around better person;
she was one of my hardest goodbyes.”

Looking back to her first year at Basils,
Gianna wishes that she would have known
to not worry about growing up too fast, to
enjoy the little things in life, and to stay
open-minded in figuring out who she wanted
to become.

Gianna's advice to seniors is, "Make the

most of everything, invest time in people
who invest in you, let go of all the past
drama, and most importantly, remember
to take lots of pictures because you will need
them to make you smile during the hard
times at college.”

Sisterhood is part of what made SBA
so special to Gianna. Few other schools can
say that they know every single person in
their grade and have hugged each and every

girl, or have coordinated dances for each year
of their high school career. “Attending Basils
is an amazing opportunity, make the most out
of it, work as hard as you can and make every
second worth it.” My sister Gianna Marrone
did, and she would do anything to go back
and wear those saddle shoes one last time.
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Looking Down The Road
Isabella Marrone '19

Izzy Marrone

Sisters Isabella and Gianna Marrone share a moment at Gianna's gradua-
tion in May, 2016.

The Power of Positivity

Whenever people check a news source to
learn about current events, often all they
see is negativity. Reports of natural
disasters, political controversy, and
depressing opinion pieces plague readers.

In this time of extreme tension within
the media, it is useful to focus on the
brighter side of life. A wonderful example
of positive
journalism
includes stories
of people
standing up for
what they believe
in such as Malala
Yousafzai. Her
story about a
young girl
fighting for the
right of education
is revolutionary
and inspiring.
Stories of
ordinary men and

women who strive to help their fellow
human beings, as well as reports of
technology and medicine advancements
give the world hope.

In order to improve the attitude of
others, people must think about happiness,
good health, and success. Not only will this
help during this particular time in the
world, a positive attitude most likely will
improve a person’s thinking during times
of stress, anxiety, or depression.

Also, it is important to realize that
all news in the
world is not
negative. While
negative stories
help sell news,
there are a lot of
good things
happening on the
planet.

Keeping a
positive
perspective can
help combat
negativity and
help one cope in
daily life.

Siena Wanders '19

Jobs vs Environment: What Does
It Take For All of Us To Win?

President Donald Trump made many
promises on the campaign trail to repeal and
replace laws put into place during the Obama
administration. Two months after being
sworn into the White House, Trump and the
House of Representatives
have been working to
overturn many laws
implemented by Obama.
One such rule being
overturned after a vote of
228 to 194 is an Interior
Department regulation
that prohibits coal-mining
companies from doing
anything that could
pollute streams or other
sources of drinking water.

Another ruling that is top priority for
repealing is The Office of Surface Mining
Reclamation and Enforcement coal-mining
regulation, also known as the “stream
protection rule.” It requires coal mining
companies to restore areas they worked on
to the condition they were in previous to

their actions. The supporters of these repeals
believe both of these regulations discourage
coal mining in America and encourage
purchasing coal from other countries.
Proponents of the new laws argue that the
changes promise economic benefits
including bringing more jobs back to
America. Many environmental groups

criticize the repeal
arguing that it puts
local communities at
risk. They accuse the
government of putting
the fossil fuels
industry before the
interests and well-
being of citizens.

A central promise
of President Trump’s
campaign was
bringing jobs back to
America. His

administration has identified the rollback of
rules and regulations as a way to promote job
growth. Is it true? The question remains
whether the benefits of these actions
outweigh the costs.

Maddy Yevoli '19

Grace Comas '20

What's Integrity
Got To Do With
It? Everything.

Look around. Check the news. The
constant media commotion that follows
today’s government can drive one to
distraction. There are plenty of opinions
and opposing views that can leave a citizen
wondering, whatever happened to
integrity? There seems to be a short supply
of integrity in the personal and professional
lives of public figures today.
The English Oxford Dictionary defines

integrity as, “the quality of being honest;
having strong moral principles," and "the
state of being whole and undivided." In
short, can integrity co-exist with modern
issues, challenges, and problems? Without
integrity, how can society measure
success?

Integrity can separate a person who
succeeds from a successful person.
Success can be temporary, but integrity
builds character and forms reputations.
Like a reputation, the value of integrity is
difficult to obtain but can be lost in an
instant. Being honest with yourself, and
doing what is right, behind open and closed
doors, is true integrity.

Integrity is a value worth pondering,
pursuing, and preserving. Within the walls
of school integrity is a shared virtue, but it
is not always seen the same way in the
outside world. Rather than listening to a
person's words, integrity needs to be
considered as the measure of a person’s
actions. Despite the media headlines,
integrity can be preserved by those of us
who seek to live in an enlightened society.

"His administration
has identified the roll-
back of rules and reg-
ulations as a way to
promote job growth."

Maddy Yevoli

Malala Yousafza



SBA's recent blood drive was the first time
many students donated blood. Their actions
demonstrated a unique and important
opportunity to help others.

Donation day arrived, bringing
volunteers from the American Red Cross to
St. Basil Academy for blood donations from
students, faculty, staff, and family members.

To start, a series of medical history
questions were asked, to ensure the
eligibility to give blood. then there was the
pricking of the finger, to type the blood.
After that, volunteers checked a person's
blood pressure. Professionals drew the
blood, making it an easy experience.
Afterwards, those who donated replenished
themselves with juice and cookies. A few
students experienced light- headedness but
that feeling disappeared after a few minutes
of rest.

During the process of donation
eligibility there were some complications for
a few students that prohibited them for
giving blood due to height, weight, health,
and travel issues.Another cause for denial of
donations involve recent piercings or tattoos.

As always, Basil’s is a community that
comes together whenever a good cause is
present. Together over forty pints of blood
were donated for emergency care and blood
transfusions across the United States.

Many Basil students were exhilarated
when talking about the blood drive as they
knew that blood is not able to be made in a
lab, only donated by generous individuals.
When speaking of her experience junior
student council member Mary Campion said,
“I feel good knowing I helped save
someone's life.”

Mary was not the only one with a
positive experience, Class of 2018 Maddie
McCrea tells, “Donating blood is a little

nerve wracking, but I know my blood went
to saving three people's lives. One day if I
ever need blood, I know there will be
someone who donated, returning the favor.”

As a whole on Tuesday, March 7, 2017,
Basils community came together for the
blood drive because of the National Honors
Society (NHS) members. Many NHS
students participated in the drive. Mrs. Fina,
moderator of SBA's Saint Macrina chapter
of NHS, explained her motives for donating
blood. "The Philadelphia area is currently
experiencing a significant blood shortage,
and I wanted to help. The need for blood is
great, and goes up in the spring and
summer."

NHS member Uma Patel said, “ I love

how everyone who donated blood was
participating in this selfless act of giving a
part of themselves to help save the lives of
others. Also it was definitely not easy to
donate, so I applaud everyone who helped
out.”

Over 120 individual lives can be
affected positively with the help of blood
donated from SBA's community. With the
help of NHS members, volunteers from the
Philadelphia Chapter of the American Red
Cross, and generous individuals from the
Basil community, people in need will
benefit from life-saving gift of blood.

Ecclesiastes 3: 1-8 says, “For everything
there is a season, and a time for every matter
under heaven: a time to be born, and a time to
die; a time to plant, and a time to pluck up
what is planted; a time to kill, and a time to
heal; a time to break down, and a time to build
up; a time to weep, and a time to laugh; a time
to mourn, and a time to dance.”

SBA girls, this is our time to dance!
Spring is in the air. The short, dark, dreary
days of winter are gone, replaced by a new
abundance of life as the earth awakens from
her slumber. It is a season of new beginnings,
fresh starts, and a sense of rebirth. We are
rejuvenated by the bright color, the warm
weather, and the sense of life the earth pours
out.

Spring is a time of rebirth and renewal.
Let this season be a time of restoration for your body, mind and soul. Take time out to be in
nature, to appreciate what the Lord has naturally given to us. Bask in the sun. Go outside,
to a park or a nearby river or stream, and look up at the vast blue sky above you while taking
in deep breaths of new spring air. Appreciate all the beauty of nature peeking up through
the ground in all the flowers and trees. Realize just what a special gift God has given to
us…the amazing gift of LIFE and relationship.

Jesus died for us so that we may have life. His rebirth through the resurrection is a
testimony to the love and mercy God the Father showers on us by his love and grace. The
Easter season is a time to press in to God the Father, His only son Jesus and the power of the
Holy Spirit. Set time aside to talk with our Lord to renew your relationship and breathe new
life into what may have frozen through the winter. Step into your identity in Christ, knowing
how much He loves you and accepting that love on a daily basis.

Literature lives or at least that is what high
school English students often hear in class. They
are told that the lessons and morals of books
written hundreds of years ago are still relevant
today, which is hard to fathom in today’s
modern world.

However, every novel one reads reveals a
little more about what is to be human- the trials
and the triumphs. Humans are not perfect, yet
these imperfections make for some of the most
poignant and thoughtful literature ever written.
This is the case in Mark Twain’s Adventures of
Huckleberry Finn. On the surface, “Huck Finn”
appears to be an adventure story of a young boy,
but as one delves deeper into its subtext one
finds the message of racial equality. Huck Finn
reminds readers what it means to accept
someone despite physical differences. Young
Huck is able to remove himself from the
constraints of society in the Antebellum South and view Jim, a runaway slave, not only as a
friend and father figure, but also as someone Huck is willing to risk his life to save.

Despite the clear importance of this message, the novel is among the top ten most banned
books, according to Time Magazine, due to its use of racial epithets. These slurs, although
politically incorrect and hurtful, arguably are necessary to the fabric of the story, lending to the
development of a realistic understanding of life in the 1830s and 40s.

This message of equality and acceptance is still present today. Through Huck and Jim’s
adventures, Mark Twain voices his beliefs on how a person, regardless the time period, ought
to behave. People should be able to look past outward appearances towards inward personalities.
People should follow their own moral code rather than one prescribed by society, and by doing
so, speak out against the wrongs they witness. These are the people that Twain challenges his
readers to become- the ones who will live out his message for generations to come.
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Saving Lives One Pint at a Time
By: Jen Levito '18

SBADrama Club
Presents FAME!

Mikhala Frankunas '19

Co-editor
Tess White '19

Co-Editor
Mikhala Frankunas '19

“Fame”, is an Academy Award
winning musical that will live forever;
because it is new for every generation,
every audience that sees it. The SBA
Drama Club presents “Fame” Thursday,
March 30, 2017 through Sunday, April
2, 2017. This timeless musical is filled
with toe-tapping rhythms, catchy lyrics,
and moving stories of talented young
adults as they chart their paths to
successful stage careers.
The play touches on issues of young

love, relationships, and pressure to
succeed and fit in while academically
keeping up with other students. This
musical drama draws you into the lives
of these talented, passionate, young
students making you want them to
reach all their goals and full potential.
Set in the early 80s, the struggles of

the students at this performing arts high
school are relatable to students today.
You easily can identify with the main
characters Carmen, Schlomo, Joe,
Goody, Lambchops, Serena, Nick,
Mable, Iris, and Tyrone. The characters
and their struggle for fame will stick
with you.This musical will make you
want leave your seats, dance in the
aisles, and sing along to some great ‘80s
tunes.
The talented cast and crew of the

SBA drama club, along with Mrs.
Dillinger have worked tirelessly to
transform the SBAstage into “The High
School of the PerformingArts” in New
York City.
Be touched by the talented actors,

singers, and dancers whose quest for
success mirrors challenges of growing
up and facing the music – no matter
what music is playing.

--Lexie Bethman '19



On Tuesday, March 21, the senior class of
SBA took a trip to Gratz College's Youth Sym-
posium on the Holocaust. This symposium sat
the class face to face with survivors, opening up
an opportunity for a deeper and more personal
understanding of the effects of genocide and
war. Learning these stories has allowed the class
to gain a new and different appreciation for
those who have suffered because of the events
of World War II and the Holocaust.

The symposium showed "I’m Still Here",
an MTV documentary that recounted the lives
of teenagers from the Holocaust through entries
from his or her journals that were found and sal-
vaged after the war. The documentary showed
that people affected by the Holocaust were real
people with social lives and family relationships
similar to any other teenager. Many students
were specifically moved by a journal entry of
an anonymous girl who struggled deeply with
starvation throughout her time living in the
ghetto. One day, all she could eat was a small
morsel of parsley, but before the audience could
learn more about her troubles, the journal ended
in the middle of a sentence and was never writ-
ten in again. As senior Riley Gayton recounts,
“It is so heartbreaking to know that when his or
her journal ends abruptly, chances are it was not
because they ran out of ink.”

Afterwards, the audience was split into
three separate groups, meaning that there were
three unique opportunities to meet survivors

and hear different stories of survival, hope, and
tragedy. Daniel Goldsmith, Ernest Gross, and
Manya Perel were a few of the handful of sur-
vivors at the symposium.

Daniel Goldsmith, who was just eight
years old living in Antwerp at the start of the
war, generously shared his story of travel and

bravery. Before his father left for a labor camp,
he told young Danny that it was time to become
“the little man of the house.” That story alone
reminded listeners that the Holocaust forced
everyone to grow up.

Ernest Gross' story touched the hearts of
anyone who came to listen because he was

saved by an American soldier while he was in
line for the gas chamber at his seventh concen-
tration camp. Had it not been for the soldier or
had it just been an half-hour later, he would
have been killed. Now, he considers the soldier
his brother, and has been lucky enough to con-
nect with the soldier years later.

Maya Perel was a young girl during the
time of the war, and saved the life of her niece
in a concentration camp, risking her very own
life because of her love for her family. Kelly
Anne Ryan said that her favorite moment came
when Manya sent them off to lunch and said,
“Go ahead, I do not want you to be hungry like
I was.”

Keynote speaker Fernande Keufgens Davis
spoke on her experience as a Belgian citizen
during the war. While she was not Jewish, she
knew that she was still a target for the Nazis,
but chose to put her life in danger to work in the
resistance and help many children survive.

Even with these four unique stories, every
student came back with a stronger understand-
ing of one universal message: never to lose
hope and never to hate. The symposium in-
grained into the minds of each member there
that it is up to everyone who is willing to listen
and who is willing to take action to help stop
horrific events. Perhaps one of the most impor-
tant lessons that came from the symposium was
the fact that, even though the Holocaust has left
a dark mark on history, there are other geno-
cides, and some that are still occurring today.

Regina Brennan '17

As you may be aware, this young adult book
is now a major motion picture. It follows the
story of a 17-year-old girl named Sam
Kingston, who dies. That’s all I will really tell
you about the plot, to keep the story fresh for
future audiences.

The movie plot follows Sam's everyday
life, which seems to repeat itself day after day,
over and over again. As time goes by, the
reader seems to notice that she has it all: a cute
boyfriend, popularity, and happiness. It seems
almost too good to be true. There is a little se-
cret though; Sam is also a "Mean Girl".

Lauren Oliver, the author of this won-
derful novel is great at depicting the drama,
shallow thinking and petty acts that a typical
"Mean Girl" would commit on a regular basis.

"Before I Fall" was published in 2010,
and was immediately recognized as a hot
property; the movie rights were claimed by

Fox 2000 that very same year.
It will be interesting to see who plays

each of the characters, and how the director
will visualize the scenes as Sam goes on a
journey of self-discovery and growth. She
faces questions about what is--and is not--
important in life. Also, she learns about
death, and how living one's life affects others.

"Before I Fall" was recognized as the
best book of the year (2016) byAmazon.com,
Barnes and Noble, the Daily Beast. The writ-
ing works well for this novel. It is never too
extravagant or explanatory, but communicates
purposefully, translating difficult thoughts and
feelings to the reader in a clear and interesting
manner.

Many characters are affected by Saman-
tha's actions and they become more and more
complex and disturbing as Samantha learns to
really see them.

Each character is handled with under-
standing, turning mean girls, losers and geeks
into three-dimensional human beings, with

their own perspective and story. One example
deals with bullying and how some careless
actions can have a huge negative impact on
someone's life. At the same time, the story an
understanding and concerned view of the peo-
ple who do the bullying. The plot develops
into an interesting, multi-layered story.

One thing of warning: do not ex-
pect to finish this book in a day, a weekend, or
a week. Even though I appreciated all of the
thoughts, it was long and took some time to
get myself motivated to finish all of the pages,
but when I did find that motivation the book
really sucked me in. I never suspected that
"Before I Fall" would have such an impact on

my life. While I became aware of the book at
a store a couple of years ago, I only recently
read it, and wish that I had read it earlier.

Lauren Oliver wrote a truly beauti-
ful novel that has changed me. "Before I Fall"
is a classic of this generation. It may not be
100 years old, but it has the emotional ex-
pressiveness that deserves heavy praise. My
advice for those who have not yet read this
book is that if you only read one book this
year, this should be the one.

One could say many things about clubs at
SBA, but one thing that cannot be said is that
clubs are boring. Clubs at SBAare vibrant and
engaging; Also, new groups are formed every
year. For example, Mrs. Sutton and Mrs. Stan-
ton recently started a new club called Sisters
in Stitches. The girls have fun learning to knit
or crochet while they talk or listen to music.
“I’ve always wanted to learn how to knit,”
says Mrs. Sutton, also a beginner. She learns
alongside the girls, who are making great
progress.

Meanwhile, members of the Science
Olympiad took part in a competition on March
1, 2017. Two sophomores, Ann Abraham and
Mikhala Frankunas, earned honors for SBA.“It
was my first year doing it and I didn’t know
what to expect, but it was a lot of fun and I
learned a lot,” says sophomore SienaWanders.

Other students are busy prepping for the
Reading Olympics; the team faces other high
school readers in a regional competition
March 28, 2017. “It is challenging at times, it
is always fun, and one gains critical thinking
skills from on-going practice.” says freshman
Caitlin Ponert.

OnMarch 23, 2017, the History Club had
an amazing day at Medieval Times. They spent
the day transported to the Middle Ages, and
learned a lot. “We’ve been trying to plan this
trip for years,” says Mrs. Kaz. "We worked
hard fundraising, and we made it!"

Earlier this year, the Mock Trial team did
well; they made it to the quarterfinals, com-
peting in Montgomery County. “We are doing

exceptionally well, especially considering that
this is just the third year We thank Mrs. Meko
and Mrs Urbano,” said junior Jen Levito.

SBA clubs are doing amazing and fun
things; we thank teachers for their support, ef-
forts and leadership. Also, note that new clubs
evolve as students' interests change. For ex-
ample, next year there may be a French Club,
and an Outdoor Club. Clubs are a great way to
bond with peers over a common interest.

Every year the SBA community gathers one
night for a special purpose, to better support
Saint Basil Academy. The entire community
gets involved, from helping set up the gym to
participating in the evening and biding on gift
baskets or big prizes. This year’s theme was
Cocktails for a Cause; the event was held on
Saturday, March 25, 2017.

Director of Special Events, Mrs.Angelone
says, “Cocktails for a Cause is SBA’s largest
annual fundraiser. It provides scholarships and
financial aid to the young women who attend
the Academy.”

When guests entered the building, they
were met by Mr. Meany and an accompanist
playing background music, and welcomed by
students to the registration area. The evening
also entailed hor d'oeuvres, dinner, and dessert,
as well as a silent and live fundraising auction.

SBA students also donated gift baskets.
Student Council advisor and Spanish teacher
Mrs. Clemente explained, “We asked students
to donate $5 towards a class basket. The class

student council officers then chose a theme; the
freshmen chose a GoPro theme, sophomore’s
chose a bakery theme, juniors chose to create a
gift card basket,and seniors bought a Fitbit for
their basket. In addition, the seniors donated a
$200 Marriot gift certificate to go with the
Stephen Colbert tickets that were auctioned off
during the live auction.”

After introductory remarks and a video
produced by senior Ashley Ewert, guests’ at-
tention turned to the professional auctioneer,
who conducted a scenario in which bidders ac-
tively participated in raising funds while hav-
ing fun.

Highlights of the auction included a din-
ner and show hosted by Philadelphia’s Union
League, a pair of Stephen Colbert tickets, and
a reserved parking spot at school.

Cocktails for a Cause was a fun way for
students, alumni, and parents to come together
and celebrate SBA. Certainly, the contagious
spirit of the community helped raise scholar-
ship dollars while celebrating the school’s mis-
sion to educate, empower, and enlighten young
women.

Courtesy of Regina Brennan '17

From left to right: Grace Mackel, Mikayla Adams, Fernande Keufgens Davis,
and Kelly Anne Ryan

Photo by Ms. Sutton

The Reading Olympics team takes a
novel approach to their competition.

Annual Fundraiser Draws A Crowd
Madelyn Riehman '17

Read "Before I Fall"
Caitlin Ponert '20

Got Free Time? Do This!
Erica Miller '20

Holocaust Symposium: Lessons for Humanity
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Some may say, “April showers bring May
flowers,” but showers are not the only thing that
April brings.

April, for many students, means the begin-
ning of lacrosse, track and field, or softball sea-
son. When you see Mrs. Clearkin and Mrs.
Kleinle in the field preparing this year`s team,
Lloyd on Hilary`s golf cart, and Mr. Sonaborne
in the halls a bit more often, you know spring
sports have started.

School teamwork and sisterhood carry over
to the field and the track team, which inspires all
of the girls to work even harder. Sophia Ma-
honey, sprinter, said, “The team is more than run-
ning around a track. It`s where I go to see my
friends, clear my mind, and become a better ath-
lete.”

Excitement and nerves can collide as ath-
letes begin their season. Kelly Grant, a freshman

on the softball team, said, “At first I was a little
anxious, but girls were welcoming, making it
great fun!”

The lacrosse team is working just as hard;
with a 2-1 winning streak, they have a great start.

Brionna Grimaldi said, “We have lots of new
teammates and everyone is working together
well. Each player brings a different asset to the
game. I cannot wait to see what this season has
in store!”

Brooke Shissler said, “We have great po-
tential this year, with many returning players and
new talent.”

Senior and track team member Maddie
Riehman said,“It is definitely bittersweet to think
this is my last season as a Panther. I try to take it
day by day and, for me, I just try to go farther
than I did the day before.”

The mindset that Maddie and the other sen-
iors display help motivate the entire team team.
Seniors encourage the underclassmen to savor
and to be thankful for their time as SBAPanthers
because the high school years fly by; there are
only four seasons in which to practice, play and
share the challenges of high school competition
on an SBA team.

This year there are high expectations for
Basils spring sports teams; the entire student
body will be supporting all student athletes as
they play their seasons. Good luck to all of our
Panthers playing in a sport this season. Be sure
to make the most of it!

Ice cream, cookies, cake, chocolate. All
are delicious treats everyone just cannot resist!
However, are these the goodies one should be
eating...especially as spring sports season blos-
soms? Whether one is a student athlete or not,
are snacks and sweets the foods that will allow
a body to perform at its highest level? Ac-
cording to a recent study from Better Homes
and Garden Magazine, a teenage girl needs
about 2,200 calories a day, which is not diffi-
cult to do. But the type of calories consumed
matters.

Eating a bag of potato chips and drinking
a can of soda right after school will add up calo-
ries quickly, but will provide few nutrients.

These are not the type of calories to provide im-
portant fuel. Actually, they are not the type of
calories that any teenage girl should be con-
suming if they are aiming to maintain a healthy
lifestyle.

Nutrients help young adults. For example,
calcium is a crucial nutrient for teens, espe-
cially for young athletes. Calcium helps athletes
to have strong muscle tissue and maintain a reg-
ular heartbeat. Iron is also an important nutri-
ent for teens. Iron helps to transport oxygen
throughout the body when exercising or playing
a sport.

Of course the key to maintaining a healthy
diet and lifestyle, whether one is an athlete or
non-athlete, is to eat foods that are healthy and
treat yourself to some tasty treats occasionally,
but in small portions.

Do you have school school spirit? The
SBA basketball Panther Pit does! The SBA
Panther Pit was roaring with spirit this year
dressed in their infamous whiteout game
and antique jersey night. The antique jersey
night was a game where all students would
come wearing old softball, lacrosse, and
track uniforms to cheer on the basketball
team. The famous whiteout game consisted
of many SBA students all dressed in white
forming a Panther Pit, for the basketball
team's academy league semi-final playoff
game. Students ranging from freshmen to
seniors, and from families tofriends all
came to support the SBA basketball team
on their road to victory.

Whenever the basketball team needed
a pick me up in the game, the Panther Pit
was always there cheering words of en-
couragement to the team.

One of the Panther’s signature cheers
sounds like this: “Pump, Pump, Pump it up!
Pump that panther spirit up! Keep, keep,
keep it up! Whose going to win? We are!”

This year the basketball team was able
to end their season with a 29-1 record, that
marked SBA in the top eight teams in the
state; we would like to think that the Pan-
ther Pit helped a little.

Senior Maddie Riehman says, “Al-
though my team always has each others
backs during the game, the fans are like a
sixth man on the court. The fans never fail
to bring back up the positive vibes on the
court and help us to our victory!”

Now that the basketball season is over,
the team looks forward to competing in nu-
merous tournaments with some of the best
teams in the state next year and hoping to
adopt some incoming freshmen to join the
basketball family!

Courtesy of SBA Instagram

This team agrees that (softball) diamonds are a girl's best friend!

Tracking the Big Game
from the Panther Pit

Marissa Ryan '18

While the SBA community has been busy keep-
ing their Lenten sacrifices and goals intact, one thing,
or one group of people, have remained steadfast
throughout the year, and that is SBACares. SBACares
is one of the most popular clubs at SBA. Anyone can
participate in their various events throughout the year.
Students and teacher dedicate their time for the better-
ment of others when they participate in these endeav-
ors. Some of the upcoming events that students and
teachers can look forward to in the coming months are:
Ronald McDonald House, Face to Face, and Soup Sup-
per.

The Ronald McDonald House is an opportunity
for students to serve breakfast and to interact with those
who are less fortunate held on various weekends
throughout the month. The students also continue to
visit and tutor the students at La Salle Academy every
second and fourth Monday of the month. Another con-

sistent project throughout the year is Face to Face. Face
to Face is scheduled at least once a month on the week-
ends, and the students are given one of two jobs, prepa-
ration or service. Whatever job a student is given, they
have the opportunity to interact with people who live a
different life from them, but only live miles away.

A favorite event amongst the SBA community,
which is also associated with Face to Face, is Soup
Supper. Soup Supper is when the SBA community
comes together to enjoy a nice, hot bowl of soup – do-
nated by faculty and students - all for the price of $5.
This money is then donated to Face to Face. This event
is held during Lent each year, and this year Soup Sup-
per will be held on Wednesday March 29th from 5-7
p.m. We hope to see you there!

SBACares is always open to new volunteers and
ideas, but the most exciting events for SBA Cares has
yet to come, as they prepare for the 3rd Annual Com-
munity Day; which will be held on April 7th. Every-
body mark your calendars, because SBA Cares has
some exciting things coming up that you do not want to
miss!

SBA Cares...Do
You? Join Us!
Madelyn Riehman '17

Food Matters
Kelly Grant '20

SBA Spring Sports Are Happening!
Jules Gura '18

Sports & Health
The Basilian Pillar
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Courtesy of SBA Twitter

Behind every great team is an equally great cheering section!


