
 

1/22/21 

Friends, Neighbors & Community Leaders, 

Winter is upon us, and with the Coronavirus pandemic ongoing, our community, businesses, and children will 
be challenged more than ever to remain positive, optimistic, and healthy through the darkest months of the 
year.   

Despite these challenges, we write to you today to invite you to participate in making our community 
brighter, healthier, and more vibrant than ever before.  This may sound like a tall order, but we believe it is 
possible and quite simple.   

Collectively, we have developed a “High-Five to Thrive” campaign focused on recognizing individuals, 
businesses, and other entities actively making a positive impact in our community.  The goal is to draw 
attention to these positive actions, create a visible reminder of these acts, and to encourage additional 
positive acts. To make this a success, we need your help.  Below are example ways that you can 
#HighFivetoThrive. 

• Help area children to color/decorate “High Fives” and distribute them to the businesses or entities 
that they like and want to recognize. 

• Give virtual High Fives by sharing a story or video highlighting an act of service that you were the 
beneficiary of, or that you witnessed.  Utilize #HighFivetoThrive and the high five emoji. 

• If you have a local business, we encourage you to offer #HighFivetoThrive specials as an avenue for 
encouraging additional purchases/visits and have High Fives available for children to color/post in 
a visible location. 

• Hang/Post “High Fives” received or given in visible windows across town. 
• Share this letter/email/message with your friends, neighbors, and co-workers. 

We believe everyone in our community can participate in the High Five to Thrive movement.  From small 
children coloring pictures, to individuals patronizing businesses, to businesses hanging high fives in their 
windows, we all play a role in making our community positive and healthy.  Will you High Five to Thrive?    

Your Neighbors, 

Carrie Schlade, City of Bryan Mayor 
Bill Martin, President Spangler Candy 
Amy Miller, President Bryan Area Foundation 
Megan Hausch, Executive Director WEDCO 

Mark Rairigh, Superintendent Bryan City Schools 
Russ Davies, Bryan Development Foundation 
Dan Yahraus, Executive Director Bryan Chamber of 
Commerce 

  
  

 


