
3rd Sunday of Advent – B 

Message Series #3 

 

 Once upon a time there was a town that was built just beyond the bend of a large river.  

One day some the of the children form the town were playing beside the river when they 

noticed three bodies floating in the water.  They ran for help and the townsfolk quickly pulled 

the bodies out of the river. 

 One body was dead so they buried it.  One was alive, but quite ill, so they put that 

person into the hospital.  The third turned out to be a healthy child, who they then placed with 

a family who cared for it and took it to school. 

 From that day on, every day a number of bodies came floating down the rivers and, 

every day, the good people of the town would pull them out and tend to them – burying the 

dead, taking the sick to the hospitals, and placing the children with families. 

 This went on for years, each day brought its quota of bodies, and the townsfolk not only 

came to expect a number of bodies each day but also worked at developing more elaborate 

systems for picking them out of the river and tending to them.  Some of the townsfolk became 

quite generous in tending to these bodies and a few extraordinary ones even gave up their jobs 

so that they could tend to this concern full-time.  And the town itself felt a certain healthy pride 

in its generosity.  Would you agree that the people of that town did God’s will? 

 However, during all these years and despite all that generosity and effort, nobody 

thought to go up the river, beyond the bend that hid from their sight what was above them, 

and find out why, daily, those bodies came floating down the river. 

 What his parable highlights in a rather simple form, according to the spiritual writer, Fr. 

Ron Rolheiser, is the difference between private charity and social justice.  Private charity 



responds to the dead bodies, the wounded and the homeless, but is does not of itself try to get 

at the reasons why they are there.  Social justice tries to go up the river and change the reasons 

that create bodies that are dead, wounded and homeless. 

 Rolheiser argues that “(s)ocial justice has to do with issues such as poverty, inequality, 

war, racism, sexism, abortion, and lack of concern for ecology because what lies at the root of 

each of these is not so much someone’s private sin or some individual’s private inadequacy” 

but a blind political, economic, social, cultural, religious or mythical “system that is inherently 

unfair.”  Justice seeks to change such unjust systems. 

 We get a hint of this in the first reading today in the words of the Prophet Isaiah that 

God has sent him to his fellow Jews to change the systems that keep them poor, brokenhearted 

and captives.   

 Pope Paul VI back in the 1970s coined the phrase “If you want peace, work for justice.”  

One way that I have worked for justice over my years as a priest is acting as a lobbyist for a 

Christian organization called “Bread for the World.”  About once a month I send an email to my 

members of Congress asking them to vote on a particular piece of legislation that is related to 

hunger.  I also support the organization financially.  Much of the lobbying has to do with 

changing unjust systems that cause hunger in the first place and building systems that will 

enable the hungry to feed themselves.   

 As we reflect on peace during this Season of Advent, we can’t forget its relationship to 

justice.  What are you doing to change unjust systems? 

  

  



  


