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Meckenbach - Community Built Renewable Supply

Short Description

The village of Meckenbach is part of the Joint Municipality of Birkenfeld. The village is
located in a remote rural area in the western part of Germany, Rheinland-Palatinate.
The pilot is focused on the technical performance of a decentralised supply of electricity
supplied by photovoltaics, batteries and a secondary system (e.g. wind turbines).

About the implementation partners

The administration of the joint Municipality of Birkenfeld (VG Birkenfeld) and hereby of
Meckenbach is in charge of the procurement and project management, in particular the
conduction of the permitting procedures.

Meckenbach provides the land and the finances and organises the communication with
the inhabitants of the village.

The Institute for Applied Material Flow Management of Trier (IfaS), a higher research in-
stitute, is responsible for preplanning, consulting for further planning and procurement
and monitoring of results.

The Challenge
Commercial and jurisdictional challenges have to be addressed in this pilot to move

forward (e.g. the project’s viability in the current regulatory framework).

Renewables-based decentral hybrid energy systems (DHES)

Solar and wind energy are the only well-available energy sources for electricity
generation at that scale in the region. Batteries are necessary to compensate the
difference between production and demand.
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Project Financing and Costs

The project will be financed from the municipal budget of Meckenbach and from the Low
Carbon Off-grid Communities (LOGIC) project, which is 60 % financed by Interreg North-

West Europe.

Expected Project Outcome

By the investment in a DHES the energy supply of Meckenbach aims to achieve 100 %
renewable supply in the power sector, thus implementing European and national climate
protection targets. Additionally, power supply in an economic weak and prone to
demographic change region will be secured.

Contact information

Dr. Viktor Klein
Klimaschutzmanager
v.klein@vgv-birkenfeld.de
vgv-birkenfeld.de
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