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It is nearly impossible for us to conceive of such a place of true and deep silence - literal or  
figurative; within ourselves or without us in the world.  Maybe it used to be  
different when it was farmland, but now at the crossroads of Hereford Farm, Lewiston &  
Columbia Roads, even in the wee hours there is always some noise – a siren, dogs  
howling at the moon, a moth’s wing beating against the light, or even the hum of  
electrical wires.  My grandmother lived on a farm in South Georgia.  I remember  
childhood visits, trying to go to sleep in the sticky hot and scary darkness of a summer 
night with a chorus of frogs and crickets serenading, the occasional sharp howl of a cat 
fight, then the herding of cows, “the cattle lowing” as they headed toward the barn for 
milking in the pre-dawn stillness.  

God knows our world is raucous with the bullying of hatred and fear these days.  So 
we come to expect an equally bombastic response from God with even greater volume 
capable of drowning out the cacophony.  Yet, when God speaks, it’s not always to drown 
out the world’s racket with a racket of God’s own. God often sighs out a word in silence, 
where wisdom lives. True silence, powerful and profound as when “the earth was a 
formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, a wind from God swept over the 
face of the waters” – a presence within the magnitude and weight of silence too deep for 
us to comprehend.   

God has an indoor voice, small and still. And only patience perceives it. To hear God—
and, even more, to be reasonably sure it is God, not some windbag flash in the pan—you 
must wait. And wait. It takes time – the one thing we fear we don’t have. Lent begins on 
March 1, leading us through a season of seeking silence – literal and figurative; within 
and without.  These forty days offer time for paying attention to what God is doing in 
our lives.  And that requires silence.  Evil persuades us that time is too scarce to squan-
der on attentive prayer, scripture-reading, and discernment, convincing us that in these 
demanding days, depth of thought and careful action is a luxury we can’t afford. We get 
so agitated about the world that we scramble after the loud decisiveness of a quick fix 
and leave behind a time-consuming God of tranquil justice. 

Maybe that’s why many of our anxious efforts frustrate us with their failure to thrive and 
grow. Like earthquake, wind, and fire, they announce themselves with energetic fury, 
but they do not stay for the long-haul. Meanwhile, God is in the silent deep, waiting for 
us to attend the whisper, the silent, unassuming presence of God, luminous and lasting, 
transforming and true.

You may remember the story in 1 Kings 19: Elijah listens for God 
in wind, earthquake, and fire. But God isn’t in the ruckus. It’s only 
after the storm that Elijah hears a hush, the whisper of God’s voice  
speaking the wisdom of grace and truth in the silence. Coming after wind,  
earthquake, and fire, all of which are ways in which God 
had appeared to humans before, it must have been an  
awesome presence, this sound of sheer silence, though infinitely and  
ultimately unassuming.  



 

 Worship at Lewis Memorial is 
not confined to Sunday Mornings.  
Sometimes we are blessed with a 
special worship service in the middle  
of the week, such as will take place 
this month as we gather on March 1st, 
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Worship                  March Lay Leadership
MArch 5 
8:00 am
Worship Leader:     Vicki Parker 
Ushers:      Jeff Ickes | Garrett Ralston
Acolytes:                  Micah Sweat | Bennett Tharpe
9:00 Coffee Fellowship  (Need Volunteer)
   
10:00 
Worship Leader:     Vicki Parker 
Ushers:       Hank Thompson | Lee Walker
Acolytes:     Audry & Wyatt Muckinhaupt
11:00 
Worship Leader:       Lisa Powell
Coffee House:       Charmel & Lupe Moreno IV
      
MArch 12
8:00 am        
Worship Leader:      Cary Woodworth
Ushers:       Stanly Percival | Brewtie Lawton
Acolytes:      Nate Sweat | Ben Sweat
9:00 Coffee Fellowship  (Need Volunteer)
 
10:00am
Worship Leader:      Jill Pratt
Ushers:       Hank Thompson | Lee Walker
Acolytes:      Claire & Mattie Stephens

11:00 am
Worship Leader:       Kimberly Norille
Coffee House:      (Need Volunteer)   
 
MArch 19
8:00 
Worship Leader:      Craig Doxey
Ushers:       Dave Hinner | Claude Harper
Acolytes:      Tim Sweat | Olivia Delucia

9:00 Doughnuts      Bonnie Johnston | Paula Finley 
   
10:00 
Worship Leader:      Kimberly Norville
Ushers:       Hank Thompson | Lee Walker
Acolytes:       Christian Norville | Brooke Dingman

11:00 
Worship Leader:        Jill Pratt
Coffee House:       Melissa & Madison Chesser

MArch 26
8:00 
Worship Leader:       Nancy Brown
Ushers:       Tony Welch | Bryant Percival
Acolytes:      Micah Sweat | Bennett Tharpe

9:00 Coffee Fellowship  (The Bible Class)

10:00
Worship Leader:      Sonny McDowell    
Ushers:       Hank Thompson |Lee Walker
Acolytes:      Aubree & Makayla Jones  
 
11:00
Worship Leader:      Kiki Orum
Coffee House:      (Need Volunteer)

Ash Wednesday, to focus our hearts and minds upon the life and 
sacrifice of Jesus Christ. Ash Wednesday marks the beginning of the 
Lenten Season which ends on Easter Sunday when we celebrate the 
resurrection of our Lord and Savior.

  8:00 am Sanctuary
10:00 am Sanctuary

11:00 am Warehouse
Children’s Worship is available during all  Sunday services.

March 1 | Ash Wednesday | 7:00 pm | Chapel

March 12 | Girl Scout Sunday | All services
Daylight Savings Time Begins

March 26 | UMCOR Sunday | All services
“One Great Hour Of Sharing”

“I was hungry and you gave me food to eat. I was thirsty and you gave me 
a drink. I was a stranger and you welcomed me. I was naked and you gave 
me clothes to wear. I was sick and you took care of me. I was in prison and 
you visited me. “  Matthew 25:35-36 CEB

Together, we reach children, families and communities  
who have experienced devastation in the wake of disaster.

 March 19 | Shepeard Blood Drive | 7:30 am - 12:30 pm
Church Parking Lot

Make a difference between life and death

March 12 commemorates the day in 1912 when Juliette Gordon 
Low officially registered the organizations first 189 girl members in  
Savannah, Georgia. Lewis Memorial’s Girl Scout troup will have an 
active presence in our worship services on this Sunday.

Worship is not one hour on Sunday. Worship is coextensive with life.
                                                                        @RaviZacharias
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Chr ist ian  Format ion
Get To Know Your Committees

AdMInIsTrATIve councIl

The Administrative Council oversees the programs of the congregation. We look to the long range  
planning of the church to include nurturing, outreach and witness. We strive to be inclusive and loving 
to all who we would encounter, at church and in the community. Our team is made up of all the team 
leaders from each areas of ministry and outreach.

Our primary goal is strengthening the relationship of our church family and friends with God. We meet 
monthly and are accountable to the larger church at the annual charge conference.  We invite your 
prayers for the council and for all areas of ministry at Lewis Memorial.

UMYF Representatives: 
                                 Rachel Doxey 
                                 Tyler Cooper      
                                 Maddie Stephen

Jill Pratt, Chairperson,  Admin Council
706.399.1303 | jillpratt32@gmail.com

Sherri Doxey, Vice Chair, Admin Council 
 443.822.3191 | sherri.doxey@verizon.net

Rev. Beth Sanders, Senior Pastor, Evangelism Chair 
404.285.7207 | Rev.Beth@lewismemorial.com

Cindy Vinson, Director of Children’s Ministry
706.303.4465 |cindy1@lewismemorial.com

Jason Powell, Contemporary Worship Leader
706.631.1320 | jason@lewismemorial.com

Grant Nichols, Director of Youth and Young Adults
706.495.0699 | youth@lewismemorial.com

Sherry Puryear, Choir Director 
706.421.3396 | sherry@lewismemorial.com

Joanne Percival, Mother’s Morning Out Director 
706.860.9318 | joanne@lewismemorial.com

Bonnie Johnston, Secretary of Admin Council
706.399.1368 | bonnie_johnston@att.net

Lee Irwin, Board of Trustees Chair
706.399.6597 | agafirefighter@comcast.net

Anita Plue, Board of Trustee Vice Chair
706.830.8750 |anitaplue31@gmail.com

Finance Chair- To be elected

Nancy Brown, Treasurer
706.833.4247 | no email

Vicki Parker, Lay Leader
706.833.1665 | bluealm@comcast.net

Honorary Lifetime Members:  
   Ellen Cox            
   James Hair

Craig Doxey, Staff Parish Relations Chair
706.755.2325 | craig.doxey22@gmail.com

Kiki Orum, Staff Parish Relations Vice Chair
706.830.2007 | kristinao6951@gmail.com

Jewel Allen, Worship Chair     
706.231.1827 | alljewel622@knology.net

Linda Fry, Worship Vice Chair 
706.620.2980 | lfry5@yahoo.com

Mary-jo Cooper, Wedding Coordinator   
706.631.4822 | macooper@gru.edu

Shell Helpingstine, Missions Chair  
808.753.8040 | toteleigh@gmail.com

Christian Formation Chair, To be elected  

Kiki Orum, Christian Formation Vice Chair
706.830.2007 | kristinao6951@gmail.com

Alan & Sheryl Brown, Sunday School Superintendents 
706.504.8763 | sherbrown1211@gmail.com

Jill Pratt, Prayer Co-Coordinator   
706.399.1303 | jillpratt32@gmail.com

Kiki Orum, Prayer Co-Coordinator
706.830.2007 | kristinao6951@gmail.com

Amelia Akin, United Methodist Women President  
706.833.2352 | aakin60@comcast.net

Roger Kessing, United Methodist Men President
706..564.1971 | rkessing@css-inc.biz

Renee McDowell, Historian    
706.373.3512 | reneemcdowell@icloud.com

Age-Level Coordinators:
Children         Cindy Vinson 
Youth               Jennifer Nichols, 
                        706.495.7427 | jdn0926@hotmail.com
Young Adults   Susie Adcox,      
                        706.836.1913 | sbadcox@comcast.net
Senior Adults  Carolyn Andrews,  
                        706.863.3266 | earthangel31@outlook.com



History of the Bible 
Gregg Jordan| Room G402
An ongoing study of the cultures in which the Holy Bible was 
developed. Open to new students.
Contact Gregg Jordan: 706.829.4826 | greggj@knology.net

Drop - In Bible Study
 Vicki Parker | Room G204

A midweek group study of God’s Word. Finishing up with  
1st & 2nd Timothy Focusing on Colossians in March.  
Contact Vicki Parker:706.833.5990 |bluealm@comcast.net

Disciple Fast Track | New Testament
Rev. Beth Sanders| Room G407 
Contact Rev. Beth: 706.863.6795 
| rev.beth@lewismemorial.com

Learn
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Lewis 101
Taylor Thompson | 9:00 am or 10:00 am | G405
Lewis 101 provides the new comer to Lewis Memorial a  
comprehensive overview of United Methodism, our history,  
our stucture and our vision, as well as an introduction  
to our congregation.

Seedbed | Adult Sunday School Class
Bonnie Johnston, Kip Woodworth | 9:00 am |Rm G407

Sonny McDowell |10:00 am | Rm G407
    We are currently studing the Gospel of John, through daily  Bible 
reading and a short devotional, with  three questions that help us 
apply the scripture in our daily lives.
 Sunday mornings, during both Sunday school  
hours, we gather to discuss what we have read and share 
with each other the meaning of the scriptures in our own 
lives. The experience feels much like what “house churches” 
might have been like at the dawn of the Christian movement. 
   If you share our deep desire to understand and live out the  
Gospel, then join us on this journey.
           Learn more and sign up for daily devotional readings for this  
class at: www.seedbed.com|Reading  tab|Daily Text.

Encounter the Father by Carolyn Moore
Sundays | 5 – 6:30 pm | Room G407 
Led by Sonny McDowell
Suggested donation $20 per book
Encounter your Father through seven weeks of daily 
study, journaling and prayer, and through weekly teaching  
and conversations with others who are on this journey with 
you. Discover the freedom that comes in the revelation 
that your heavenly Father calls you His own. You are not a  
servant, but a child of God. See Supply List on the Lewis  
Memorial Facebook page or contact Sonny McDowell: 
706.833.1665 | s.mcdowell@icloud.com

Adult Bible Study| Sundays | 5 pmAdult Sunday School | Sundays | 9am or 10 am

Sundays | 9:00 am 
Annie Lewis Bible Class |Cary Woodworth |G407

Mary Crook Bible Class |Sandra Harper | A204
 God Loves Us! The lessons this quarter, written by Sarah  
McGiverin, invite us to consider God’s love in specific ways: 
its everlasting, caring, saving nature; its pervasive preserving,  
renewing and sustaining character. Its fullest expression we  
especially celebrate this season, when we boldly affirm, “God so 
loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who 
believes in him won’t perish but will have eternal life.” (John 3:16)

Growing Christians |9:00 am 
Fred Moore | Chapel Rm 103
Using “The Wired Word” this class looks at current events as 
they relate to scripture. Discussion group style.

The Bible Class |Genesis to Revelation
Jason Muckinhaupt |9:00 am | G 402

An in-depth study of the entire Bible, using approximately 24 
different study guides throughout the course in the curriculum 
“Genesis to Revelation.”

Women’s Bible Study

1st & 2nd Corinthians | Mondays |12 pm 
Optional Potluck 11:30 am
Youth Building | Led by Vicki Parker
Contact Vicki Parker: 706.833.1665| bluealm@comcast.net

Adult Bible Studies | Wednesdays | 7 pm

Men’s Bible Study| Second Saturdays | 8:30 am

The Man in the Mirror
UMMen | Panera Bread  | Mullins Crossing

UMMen meet the second Saturday of each month for breakfast at 
Panera Bread and to discuss the study, “The Man in the Mirror.” 
Contact Roger Kessing: 706.564.1971 
| rogerkessing@gmail.com



                                                        Serve
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Nur ture

Wednesday, March 1 | 6:00 pm | VBS
Tasty Taco Fiesta Supper, complete with rice and beans, and 
desserts. The cost of the meal is a donation to the Vacation  
Bible School fund. Meal reservations will be open until Noon,  
February 27. Please contact the church office via phone or email 
and BE SURE to indicate the number of Adults and Children who 
will be eating.

Want to serve at Lewis Memorial?
Here are a few opportunities…

Substitute Sunday School Teachers:
Contact Sheryl Brown: 706.860.2774

|brown041@comcast.net

Visitor Liaison: 
Provide visitors with literature and answer questions.

Contact Anita Plue:
 

Lydia  Project Representative
Contact Lisa Powell: 706.631.7412 

| lisahpowell28@yahoo.com 

Fellowship
EVERY TUESDAY 
Sister Group| 1:30 pm | Parlor 
A gathering of sisters in Christ to 
encourage and uplift in spirit each week

THIRD TUESDAYS
United Methodist Women | 7 pm | Room F204  
UMW meets the third Tuesday of each month for prayer, 
study, fellowship, and mission.

THIRD WEDNESDAYS 
Men’s Accountability Group | 3 pm | Room F204 
Join with other men to study the word of God and hold each 
other accountable. One Wednesday a month.

SECOND THURSDAYS | 11 am | Fellowship Hall 
Young at Heart  | $ 4  Agape Meal
Join with seniors for a funtime of fellowship and food

SECOND SATURDAYS 
United Methodist Men | 8:30 am | Panera Bread 
UMM meets the second Saturday of each month at Panera 
Bread at Mullins Crossing in Evans for breakfast and discus-
sion of a book study, followed by a service project around the 
church and in our community

ALTERNATING SUNDAYS
Young Adults 
March 12 | 7:30 pm 
March 26 | 7:30 pm 
A gathering for those post high school to thirty to share faith 
sand support each other in life’s challenges.

 Congratulations!     
 2017 Chili Cook-Off Winner

June Benson

 Congratulations!     
 2017 Dessert Bake-Off Winner

Jacki Atkinson

frIends And 
fAMIly MeAl
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Children’s Ministry

252 BASICS 
SUNDAYS AT 5 PM

   MARCH  FOCUS

FIX IT UP - FORGIVENESS

Forgiveness is a reflection of the character of God. 
 
Throughout Scripture, we are reminded about God’s grace and   forgiveness.

God makes us white as snow. (Isaiah 1:18)
God’s mercies are new every morning. (Lamentations 3:22-23)  
God is faithful and just to forgive our sins. (1 John 1:9)

When our relationship with God was broken beyond repair, God offered His only Son as 
the way to forgive us and restore the broken relationship.

Since we are created in God’s image, we have the ability to offer forgiveness when people 
in our lives hurt us. God’s love in us makes it possible for us to forgive others and work 
towards fixing our own relationships that break down from time to time.

Jesus made it possible for us to have God’s forgiveness.

God’s showed us just how much He cares about forgiveness when He made the ultimate 
sacrifice and sent Jesus to pay the price for our      sin. While sin separates us from God, He 
offers grace and forgiveness as a gift  for us to receive. Wehave been forgiven of so much, it’s 
only right that we turn to those in our lives and offer forgiveness to them in  return.

That’s why we think it’s important for us to help our kids and families discover more 
about Forgiveness–deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay.

Our Memory Verse for March comes from Colossians 3:13. In Colossians 3:13, we read,    
         “Put  up with one another. Forgive one another if you are holding something 
against someone. Forgive, just as the Lord forgave you.” (NIrV) 

This verse, from Paul’s letter to the church at Colossi, reminds us not  only that God forgave  
our sins, but also that we should  forgive  others instead of holding grudges against one an-
other. We pray that throughout March, families will     let go of what they’re holding against 
each other and choose to forgive. We think that this could be a powerful month in the lives of 
kids and families in   our churches.

We will spend the month of March taking a closer look at the way forgiveness shows up 
throughout a few of the parables Jesus told His followers.

March 5, 2017
We start off the month, in Luke 15: 1-7, 
learning about the lengths God will go 
to rescue His children. Jesus tells about 
a shepherd that risked it all to find and 
rescue the one sheep who has runoff. 
    Bottom Line: GodForgives you.

March12, 2017
We continue our look at forgiveness 
with one of Jesus’ most well known 
parables. In  Luke 15:11-24, Jesus 
tells about a kid who thinks he’s got 
it all together. He demands half of his 
dad’s money and takes off to spend it 
on himself. It’s only when the money 
is gone he realizes he’s made a HUGE 
mistake and needs forgiveness. He’s 
got just one hope: that his dad will 
let him come home and be aservant.     
    Bottom Line: Everyone needs to be  
               forgiven, even me.

March 19, 2017
We continue Jesus’ parable of the 
Lost Son in Luke 15:21-32. Although 
the son returns ready to work off the 
money he took from his father, the 
father welcomes his Lost Son home, 
and even throws a giant party! But 
not everyone’stoo happy about this. 
The kid’s older brother has obeyed 
dad all his life—without a single 
party to show for it. He’s sulking in 
the backyard until his dad shows up. 
And if big brother isn’t willing to let 
this whole thing go, he’ll miss out 
 Bottom Line: When you don’t 
             forgive, you miss out.

March 26, 2017
We finish the month with another 
one of Jesus’ parables in Matthew 
18:21-35. Jesus tells the story of a 
servant who likes to live it up— even 
though he’s weighed downby MIL-
LIONS of dollars in debt! This servant 
gets a big break when the king for-
gives his debt. You’d think he’s got 
it made—until he finds a man who 
owes him a few bucks. You’d think 
he’d pay it forward and cancel the 
debt, but that’s not what happened. 
He gets caught when he didn’t for-
give others like the king forgavehim. 
 Bottom Line: Since God forgave   
       you, you should forgive others

Please send pantry items on the 1st Sunday of the month, or you can place 
them in the baskets in the Mission Hall.

Yellow Rice,  5lb bag of potatoes,  Green beans,   Peas,  
Spaghetti Noodles,  Pasta Sauce

                                                                                         -Thank you in advance!
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Safe Sanctuaries
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   Wednesdays  | 7 pm  |  “Scripture with a Kick”

Join other 2nd through 5th graders each Wednesday, during the school year. 
Bible Black Belts is an active Bible study for children. Each month the 
children are challenged to memorize five verses and a “big” concept of 
Church Life.

Through activities, games and drills, your child will store God’s Word in 
their heart. Black Belts are provided, and each month at testing time, 
children will earn a stripe.
We will not meet March 1st to attend Ash Wednesday Worship.

2017 Safe Sanctuaries Classes Available
 May 2 | 7:00 pm | G407
June 27 | 6:30 pm | G407

Bible Black Belt 

You may also take training online, at your convenience.
Volunteers who work with Children/Youth must recertify  

every 3 years. Contact Cindy Vinson for a link.

Contact: Sandy Ivey 706.294.5788
| dasa0586@yahoo.com

Children’s Church is a time for your child to express themselves 
in worship through songs, games and activities that focus their  
attention on God. 
 
On Communion Sundays, we encourage your child to return to the  
Worship Service, to partake in communion with you as a family. Please 
be sure your child picks up a special “Take Me To Communion” card 
from one of the ushers.

Children’s Sunday School
Contact: Sheryl Brown  706.860.2774  
| brown041@comcast.net

First Hour | 9:00 am 
             Deep Blue  | 3 years - 3rd grade
             Faith Weaver  | 4th - 5th grades

Second Hour | 10:00 am
 One Room Sunday School | K-5th grades

Check the Sunday School wall mounts for classrooms.

“Train children in the way they should go;
 when they grow old, they won’t depart from it.” 

- Proverbs 22:6 (CEB)

Children’s Church

252 Basics
Contact: Cindy Vinson 706-513.7623
|cindy1@lewismemorial.com

Sundays | 5:00 pm  |  PreK - 5th Graders

Learning about the Bible, faith, and mission through song, crafts, play, 
and teaching.      See article on page 6 for more details.    

Memories from “Rock Solid”
Fifth Grade Retreat

“Everybody who hears these words and puts them into practice is 
like a wise builder who buit a house on bedrock. The rain fell, the 
floods came, and the wind blew and beat against the house. It 
didn’t fall because it was firmly set on bedrock.”
                                                     ~Matthew 7:24-25  CEB

Our fifth graders had the opportunity to experience this great retreat to help 
them make the transition from elementary to middle school - from children’s 
ministry to youth minstry, and to explore their faith formation in the process.  
(Chaperoned by our Director of Children’s Ministry and our Director of 
Youth Ministries.)
                            Looks like they had a TON OF FUN!



AUGUSTA DISTRICT 
 YOUTH  

   STUDENT CONFERENCE

@ Quest Church in Grovetown 
4pm-6pm  

 Saturday & Sunday 
Cost: Free Admission! 

Questions?: Email Aaron Talbott at the address below. 

AARON@THOMSONFUMC.ORG

11-12
MARCH

SPEAKER: JASON SANSBURY 

BAND: QUEST WORSHIP BAND
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Young Adults

 If you are a young adult  
(post high school through thirty years old),  

join us every other Sunday evening 
for a time of fellowship and sharing. 

Locations will be noted in the Sunday bulletins.

Sundays | March 12 & 26 |  7:30 pm 

United Methodist Youth Fellowship

Church Van leaving 
 church parking lot 
3:30 pm both days!Sunday Afternoons 

Confirmation Class | 4 pm | Youth Building
Youth Worship Team | 4 pm | Warehouse

 Elev8 UMYF | 5 pm | Youth Building
Wednesday Nights 

 Bible Study |7 pm | Rm G107
Youth Council | March 12 | 2:00 pm

RIVER OF LIFE 
YOUTH MISSION TRIP

June 7-11

Grant Nichols,  Director of Youth and Young Adults
706.495.0699 |youth@lewismemorial.com

Lincolnton, Georgia is the destination for students to 
participate in various work projects (painting, building, yard 
work, roofing*) for outreach to shut-ins in the Lincolnton 
community.          (*The roofing teams are for 16+ years old.)  
          

River of Life is open to 
Rising 7th graders through 12th graders.  

The price for the trip is $110.  
Registration forms and $25 deposit 

are due in the Church Office
by April 23th.  

See Grant Nichols for forms.
(Proceeds from fundraising events will be evenly 

divided amongst students who help with the fundraisers.)

Winter Jam 2017



Church Van leaving 
 church parking lot 
3:30 pm both days!
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Miss ions

Santo Domingo, Ecuador Mission Trip   June 30- July 9, 2017

I am so very happy that this year, our son, Aleksander, will be traveling along with me to  
Ecuador. Aleksander feels that he is fortunate to have been adopted and wants to share his blessings with 
other kids that he feels are less fortunate than himself. 

Aleksander has talked of plans for his life in ways that would help children in Ecuador who 
would have no other chance. When he heard that the children could not go to school unless 
they had a pair of shooes, he did not say “I want to give shoes to all the children in Ecuador,”  
He said, “I want to open a school in Ecuador that does not require the children to have shoes.”  It’s as if 
he is thinking “There but for the grace of GOD, go I.”

A smile is the same in any language.
          Michelle and Aleksander Helpingstine

My name is Michelle Helpingstine, and before I had ever gone on an international mission trip, I was helping in 
the states feeding the homeless in York, PA and also in Hawaii. It was a wonderful feeling to see the smiles and the 
gratitude from those that we served.

When I came to Lewis Memorial and heard about the International Missions Trip, I prayed about it and was 
blessed to be a part of the team to Peru in 2013.  It was an amazing experience, because I was able to work with 
my sister, Barbara Dubois.

The second trip was to Ecuador, in 2015. The power of the Holy Spirit is amazing. All the love and gratitude  
you receive and give, getting to know each other and working with our church team is another  
blessing. I know international mission work is not for everyone because it takes you out of your comfort zone, but 
what you receive back is phenomenal.

Lewis  Day  Of  Ser v i ce

      Lewis Day of Service gives us an opportunity to witness to the love of Jesus Christ by serving our community together.  
The spring event coincides with the season of Lent and is a great way to deepen your spiritual life through the practice of 
serving others.  We invite you to join Lewis Day of Service on Saturday, March 25th. This spring’s projects organized by 
the Mission Committee, Shell Helpingstine, Chair, include Salvation Army, Columbia County Cares, Lydia Project and 
Family Promise.   You may sign up for a project today on the bulletin board in the Fellowship Hall or electronically on The 
City. We look forward to this significant event in the life of our congregation and hope you will be a part!

                       The Salvation Army          Children’s Project           Family Promise 
                         The Lydia Project    And MORE!               Columbia County Cares (Youth)

Check out the bulletin board at the back of the Fellowship Hall to sign up or get more information. 
You may also sign up “on-line” through The City.

Michelle Helpingstine: 
808-753-8040 |toteleigh@gmail.com  | On The City

Lydia Project
Salvation Army

Columbia County Cares

l7:30 am Breakfast Noon Lunch
March 25th
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“Save the  Dates”

We would love to
feature your pictures in
 the monthly newsletter. 

Please email photos
 of your events  to:

 office@lewismemorial.com

March 1       Ash Wednesday
       Friends and Family Meal
                      Prayer Shawl Ministry 
March 3-5       Confirmation Retreat 
                           Epworth by the Sea
March 9         Young At Heart
March 11        Men’s Gathering

Elev8  “Recharge”
March 12     Young Adult Gathering
March 18                “Done in a Day”

Basic Lay Servant Training
March 19       Shepeard Blood Drive
March 21               UMW Gathering
March 25          Lewis Day of Service
March 26     Young Adult Gathering

March Events

March 5          Children’s Council
                Missions-Ecuador Team
March 6           Legacy Committee           
March 7              VBS Team
            Women’s Retreat Meeting
March 9        Christian Formation   
March 12               Youth Council 
March14            Board of Trustees
         Staff-Parish Relations
March 16  Playground Committee  
March 20       Finance Committee
March 21  Evangelism Committee
                     Missions Committee
March 23     Nominations Comm.
March 27 Administrative Council

Newborn - 2 years
Contact Erin Holcomb: 706.949.8998 | nursery.co@gmail.com

Our nursery is available during all worship services and most Bible Study classes.   
All of our nursery staff have passed background checks and are certified through Safe 
Sanctuaries to provide you assurance of a safe environment for your small children.  

If you would like to schedule childcare for an on-campus church related event or class, 
please contact our nursery coordinator at least ten days in advance. 

If you cancel an event or class for any reason, please be sure to contact the nursery 
coordinator so that our workers can be notified.

Nursery

March Meet ings

April 9-16     Family Promise Week
April 9                              Holy Week
April 13               Maundy Thursday
April 14                         Good Friday
April 16                      Easter Sunday
April 30     Fifth Sunday Children/
                                     Youth Sunday
                      “Poppin Into Spring”           
                                      Family Event

Mission Hall 

  I personally witnessed the value of an eye glass ministry on a mission trip I was privileged 
to take to Jamaica in 2015 with my granddaughter.  This medical missions trip performed  
cataract surgeries on over 1,000 patients in five days and distributed 1,500 refurbished eye 
glasses and sunglasses. I was overwhelmed by the thought of how my old glasses could be used to  
provide vision for a third world person.  Talk about an “eye-opening” experience! I never hear  
Brandon Heath’s song, ‘Give Me Your Eyes’ without remembering these dear souls in  
Jamaica and throughout the world who hunger for compassion... our compassion.                                                                            
       
                                                                                - Sandra DeJong, office assistant

Other Mission Hall Items Needed for upcoming events:  
                    Individually wrapped desserts (like Little Debbie’s)
        Single Serving sized bags of chips
                    12 oz soft drinks/waters
        Filled Easter Eggs ( no chocolates)
                                                    

     Lewis Memorial UMC is blessed to have a beautifully decorated 
hallway as you leave the Education building and enter the Fellowship 
Hall. This hallway has been dedicated to the Mission outreach of Lewis 
Memorial in “Jerusalem, Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” Spend a 
few moments looking at the displays and taking in the scope of the work 
that has been done in the past that is evidenced by the souvenirs with the 
vision of future projects coming up.
     Part of the purpose of the Mission Hall is to provide a central  
location for collecting items that are needed to do the work the Lord 
has called us to do.  You will find wicker baskets underneath the tables 
that have chalkboard labels indicating what it being collected for certain  
mission projects. Right now, we have collections for:

                                 Eye Glasses (Lions Club)             
                             Used Cell Phones  (Lions Club)                
                                     Food Pantry Needs: (see page 6)                    
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Scouting For Boys
by Orita Weglarz

 We have had a great year with our Chartered  
Organization. Over  the last six months our troop has worked  
diligently within the Georgia-Carolina Council assisting with 
events like “Spook-o-ree” and “Webelos-ree” at Camp Knox Scout  
Reservation. This provided our youth the chance to lead class-
es for the Cub Scouts in the CSRA.

    If you noticed the picket fence on the northwest corner of 
the church parking lot, you will see that it has been repaired 
and painted. This was all through the diligent work and  
coordination of Jacob Varner, Life Scout with the troop, who 
used this project for his Eagle Project. The Eagle rank is the 
highest rank that a scout can earn. 

  Boy Scout Troop 122 has an exciting program at Lewis  
Memorial UMC. We encourage all parents with boys 
who are in 6th grade or higher to join the troop. We 
go out on campouts monthly as well as do various  
community projects and services as well. We meet every  
Tuesday night from 7:00 - 8:30 pm at the church. So if you are  
interested in joining the troop or looking for assistance with a  
project, come by and talk with us. We would love to help any 
way we can.

  The Cub Scout program is a fun and educational  
experience focused on values and life skills. It is geared 
towards boys from Kindergarten through the 5th grade. 
Besides providing a positive place where boys can  
enjoy safe, wholesome activities, Cub scouting focuses on  
building character, improving physical fitness, teaching  
practical skills and developing a spirit of community service.

The boys participate in many campouts throughout the 
year. Several campouts are located at the Knox Scout  
Reservation in Lincolnton, GA. The Pack has spent the night 
on the Yorktown Aircraft Carrier, in the Columia Zoo, and 
inside the Lost Sea Cave. One of the big events of the year 
is the Pinewood Derby, typically held the Saturday before 
Scout Sunday. Another big evident is the Blue and Gold  
Ceremony in March, with the newly instituted Parent 
Scout cake baking contest. The pack participates in several  
community service events throughout the year as well. From 
picking up trash around LMUMC and Lewiston Elementary 
School, to helping maintain the Disc Golf Course at Patriots 
Park.

Ministry Highlight

Fence Project
“Before” and “After”

Church Fence Project Scouts

For more information or questions please contact:
Brandon Wollett - Scoutmaster:  bwollett@gmail.com 
Darryl Furby - Ass’t. Scoutmaster: furbster@hotmail.com
Orita Weglarz - Chartered Org. Rep.: oweglarz@comcast.net

Upcoming Events:
  March 17-19  Order of the Arrow - Ordeal
  March 21-23  Camping at Confaree National Park 
                       and rock wall climbing
  March 28      Court of Honor
  April 21        Knox Scout Reservation - Survivor Island
  April 28-30   Order of the Arrow - Dixie

Boy Scout Troop 122 
sorting food at 

Golden Harvest Food Bank



Open Hearts  -  Open Minds  -  Open Doors

WORSHIP LEADERSHIP
*Rev. Beth Sanders, Senior Pastor
rev.beth@lewismemorial.com
404.285.7207 

*Cindy Vinson,  
Ministries Executive Assistant 
cindy1@lewismemorial.com
706.303-4465

*Jason Powell, 
Contemporary Worship
jason@lewismemorial.com
706.631.1320

Jewell Allen, Worship Chair
alljewel622@knology.net
706.231.1827

Vicki Parker, Lay Leader
bluealm@comcast.net
706.836.11665

AV MINISTRY
*Michael Cooper  
avteam@lewismemorial.com
706.631.8209

MUSIC MINISTRY
*Sherry Puryear, Director
sherry@lewismemorial.com
706.421.3396

Joseph Silmaro, Accompanist
jpsilmaro@gmail.com
209.568.9522

CHRISTIAN FORMATION
Chairman to be elected

Alan & Sheryl Brown
Sunday School Superintendents
brown041@comcast.net
706.860.2774

EVANGELISM
Rev. Beth Sanders, Senior Pastor

MISSIONS 
Michelle Helpingstine, Chair
toteleigh@gmail.com
808.753.8040

PRAYER MINISTRY
Jill Pratt,  Coordinator
jillpratt32@gmail.com
706.399.1303

Kiki Orum, Coordinator
kristinao6951@gmail.com
706.830.2007

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
*Cindy Vinson, Director
cindy1@lewismemorial.com
706.303-4465

Peggy Delucia, Vice Chair
peggyjead123@gmail.com
706.250.3893

MOTHER’S MORNING OUT
*Joanne Percival, MMO Director
joanne@lewismemorial.com
706.863.0986
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES
Lee Irwin, Chair
agafirefighter@comcastnet
706.399.6597

CUSTODIAL
*Jésus Cruz 
custodian@lewismemorial.com
706.726.6498

FINANCE
Chairman to be elected

*Cynthia Abraham,  
Bookkeeper
cynthia@lewismemorial.com
706.863.6795

nursery
*Erin Holcomb 
nursery.co@gmail.com
706.949.8998

OFFICE
*Sandra DeJong
Admin. Asst./Receptionist
office@lewismemorial.com
706.863.6795

* Staff Personnel

 

YOUTH & YOUNG ADULT
MINISTRIES
*Grant Nichols, Director
grant@lewismemorial.com
706.495.0699

Jennifer Nichols, Youth Chair
jdn0926@hotmail.com
706.495.7427
 
Susie Adcox, Young Adult Chair
sbadcox@comcast.net
706.836.1913

WOMEN’S MINISTRY 
Amelia Akin, 
UMWomen’s President
aakin60@comcast.net
706.833.2352

MEN’S MINISTRY
Roger Kessing, 
UMMen’s President
rogerkessing@gmail.com
706.564.1971

SENIOR ADULT MINISTRY
Carolyn Andrews
earthangel31@outlook.com
706.863.3266

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL
Jill Pratt, Chair
jillpratt32@gmail.com
706.399.1303

Lewis Memorial United Methodist Church
5555 Hereford Farm Road
Evans, GA  30809-7001
                      Address Correction Requested

  Connect

“Think of us in this way, as servants of Christ and stewards of God’s mysteries.” 
                                                                                         -1 Corinthians 4:1

“Poppin Into 

Spring”   Family Event
   April 30th
5:00 - 7:00 pm

SAVE THE DATE


