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t Kearney: Daughter takes on business

I rontlnued from page Al

until Brammer, Garold,s daugh_
ter, decided to forego one pas-
sion - a reaching career in the. Lawson School District _ to
carry on a family business she
feels equally strong about.

"This was his love,,, Brammer
said. "It's still a piece of my dad.
I don't think he would want me
to do it out of guitt and I don,t. I
like it. I like doing it a lot.,'

Garold and Linda set out to
enioy a weekend with friends,
not unlike other trips they had
taken to rodeos across the Mid-
west. Garold loved the rodeo.
and continued roping well into
his 50s.

The couple's death was the
result of a tragic accident. While
asleep in their trailer with a
propane heater running to keep
them warm, they Aiea from, asphyxia.

Brammer, who often ran the
store on weekends when the
couple traveled, was working
when she learned of the accil
dent.

"I was here that Saturdav
when the accident happened,i,
she said. "I opened the stbre that
Labor Day weekend so they
could go."

Brammer learned the ropes _
in the rodeo and feed business _
directly from Garold. In high
school, she cotnpeted in team
roping events, while also earning
a paycheck working summers
and weekends at Kearney Feed.

Garold had been a produce
manager and fork lift operator
before starting Kearney^ Feeci.
The previous business, Mceuer-
ry's Feed and Seed, had been
closed for a few years before
Garold purchased the facility.

"He wanted to be his own
boss," Brammer said. ,,He was so
gung-ho about it. He alwavs
loved animals and had horses his
entire li ."

Brammer was in eighth grade
when Kearney Feed becaire a
family business. Brammer nevel
anticipated that she would one
day run the business, and now
says the weekends spent working
with her father were part of i
larger plan.
, "T0 a degree, I enjoyed work-
ing here when I was younger,,,
she said. ,,I was still i kidind
had to get up on Saturday morn-
ings and go to work. Now I feel
it's God's grace that made me do
that, because I wouldn,t have
been able to do what l,ve done
in the last yeaf*

_ 
Brammer says faith has guid-

ed her in the last 
''ear - 

from
dealing with the deaths of
Garold and Linda, to maintain-
ing the business, and the deci-
sion to leave her teaching career.

- Brammer was iust starting her
third year of teaching fourth
grade in Lawson, a dream iob in
her hometown school district
where she "was teaching the kids
of classrnates I went to school
with." A graduate of Lawson
High and William Jewell College,
she also spent nine years teach-
ing second grade in the Kansas
City, Kan. school district.

Eight days into the school
year, Brammer took a leave of
absence to run the day-to-dav
operations at Kearney Fbed. Hei
teaching contract was due in
April, giving her eight months to
decide whether to sell the busi-
nes_s and return to teaching, or
continue operating the business.

Parents and students in Law-
son urged her to return. Long-

time customers at Kearney Feed
asked her to stay.

"It was hard because I love
teaching," Brammer said. ,,The
Lawson community didn,t want
me to quit teaching which made
the decision harder. They were
saying you can't stop teaching.
People here were saying please
don't sell it ... keep it the same.

"I think I knew in my heart I
wasn't going to sell it. I iust did_
n't verbalize it until April.,,

The store has remained much
the same over the last year,
though Brammer has not hesi_
tated to add new products. or
emphasize a different level of
customer service.

In later years, Brammer says
Kearney Feed was as important
to Garold as a social galhering
place than as a business operai
tion. Her father also had a suc_
eessful horse breeding business
as an income source.

Since Brammer was raised
atound the business,'she,s famil_
iar with most of the long-time
customers. She said anywhere
between four to 10 people will
still stop in every day.

With population growth in
rural areas, she,s also seeing
more new faces every week.

"It's important to me to make
sure every customer is treated"
right," Brammer said. ,,I want
this to be a good business, and
stili be that place where people
can hang out. There are a lof of
ropers who used to hang out
with dad who still come in io see
where (events) are this weekend.
People still come in, hang out
and talk like it was before. 

-

"It's still very much a center
for the horse community.,,


