
Upstate International Month 2018:  K-12 Student Art Competition 

Theme:  “The World is but a Canvas to Our Imagination” – Henry David Thoreau 

                                                                                            

               Submission Categories: 
Elementary School   

Middle School 
High School 

 

Individual Prizes:                School Prizes, sponsored by the EDI Group:  
Best in Show: $50 
AND winner’s artwork MAY be used on  
Upstate International printed material or t-shirts! 
 
Prizes for each Submission Category: 
1st prize: $50 
2nd prize: $25 
3rd prize: $10 

Submission Guidelines for Students: 
 Submitted artwork must be original. 

 Only new pieces of artwork inspired by the theme may be submitted. 

 Only 2D artwork permitted. 

 Each entry must be the original work of one student only.  

 Dimensions must not exceed 16x20 inches, including the 2” wide matting.  

 Paper entries must be mounted on sturdy material and all entries must be matted with minimum 2” 

wide matting. 

 Framed artwork and artwork containing loose materials are not accepted.  

 Label back of entry with title of artwork, artist’s name, grade, school, teacher’s name and teacher’s 

email address.  

 Attach a short paragraph, written by the artist, of 100 words or less to the back of the artwork that 

describes the artwork’s connection to the theme. 

 Provide signed Submission Form. 

 Artwork will be judged on creativity, connection to the “The World is but a Canvas to Our Imagination” 

theme, and artistry. 

 Artwork will be required to be picked up from Upstate International within 2 weeks after judging or the 

close of the exhibit, on or before April 13, 2018. 

 

$100 will be awarded to each school’s art 

program that produces a winner; if more than 

one winner comes from a single school, that 

school’s art program will receive $100 per 

winner. 



Upstate International K-12 Student Art Competition 

 Information for Teachers 

The Upstate International Student Art Competition is an integral part of Upstate International Month.  In the month of 
March, across Upstate SC, internationally themed events are held which highlight, celebrate, and promote our rich 
cultural diversity, heritage and global connections.  The purpose of this art competition is to provide students with an 
opportunity to think about how they are part of large global systems: ecological, cultural, linguistic, and others, and 
express their knowledge through artwork. The competition is open to students across the Upstate. The artwork may be 
exhibited during the month of March and the piece selected as Best in Show may be used on printed material or t-shirts 
for Upstate International. 

Guidelines for the Competition 

 Each school is asked to select a maximum of 3 winners per category (Elementary, Middle or High) to represent that 
school in the Upstate International Student Art Competition.  If your school is home to students from more than one 
category you may still submit 3 entries per category.  (For example, a K-8 school may submit 3 elementary winners 
and 3 middle school winners.) 

 Encourage students to create art with the “The World is but a Canvas to Our Imagination” theme. 

 Incorporate a discussion of creating original work vs. plagiarism. This is relevant because several of the pieces 
submitted to the 2015 competition contained replication of images found on the Internet. Information on copyright 
and fair use can be found here: http://libguides.gvltec.edu/copyright 

 Require students to follow these guidelines (also found on student information sheet): Submitted artwork must be 
original. 

 Only new pieces of artwork inspired by the theme may be submitted. 

 Only 2D artwork permitted. 

 Each entry must be the original work of one student only.  

 Dimensions must not exceed 16x20 inches, including the 2” wide matting.  

 Paper entries must be mounted on sturdy material and all entries must be matted with minimum 2” wide 
matting. 

 Framed artwork and artwork containing loose materials are not accepted.  

 Label back of entry with title of artwork, artist’s name, grade, school, teacher’s name and teacher’s email 
address.  

 Attach a short paragraph, written by the artist, of 100 words or less to the back of the artwork that describes the 
artwork’s connection to the theme. 

 Provide signed Submission Form. 

 Artwork will be judged on creativity, connection to the “The World is but a Canvas to Our Imagination” theme, 
and artistry. 

 Artwork will be required to be picked up from Upstate International within 2 weeks after judging or the close of 
the exhibit, on or before April 13, 2017. 
 

 Select the top three original submissions that address the “The World is but a Canvas to Our Imagination” theme 
and meet the entry guidelines.  

 Deliver winning pieces along with signed Submission Forms to Upstate International 
 

When:   9am to 3pm Monday thru Friday before the submission deadline of  Friday, January 26, 2018 

   
       Where:  Upstate International, 9 S. Memminger St., Greenville, SC 29601     

 
Questions?  Please contact Caren Senter, Program Manager, Upstate International 

caren@upstateinternational.org  864-631-2188 
 

http://libguides.gvltec.edu/copyright
mailto:caren@upstateinternational.org


 

Student Art Competition 

Submission Form 

 

Artist’s name: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Title of artwork: ____________________________________________________________________ 

School: ______________________________________________________________ Grade: _______ 

Submission Category:    Circle one:     Elementary School       Middle School       High School 

Teacher’s name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

Teacher’s email: ________________________________________________ 

 

Parent/guardian name(s): ____________________________________________________________  

Parent/guardian phone: _____________________ E-mail: __________________________________ 

Mailing address: ____________________________________________________________________  

City: _________________________________ State: ______ Zip: ____________________________  

 

Submitted work will become the property of Upstate International. Entry into the Competition constitutes entrant’s 

irrevocable permission and consent that Upstate International may display, copy, reproduce, enhance, print, sublicense, 

publish, distribute and create derivative works for Upstate International purposes. Upstate International is not 

responsible for lost or damaged entries. Submission of entry into the Upstate International Student Art Competition 

constitutes acceptance of all rules and conditions.                                                                                                                                                            

 

 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Signature of Artist 

 

 

__________________________________________________________________________________  

Signature of Parent/Guardian 

(Required if artist is under 18 years of age) 

 

 

 



 

 

Artistôs name: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Title of artwork: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

In 100 words or less please explain how your artwork is representative of  the theme: The World is 

But a Canvas to Our Imagination. 
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