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2017 Charitable Contribution Selections

Town noTes
The Newsletter of the Town of Kiawah Island 

2017 Quarter 2

On February 7th, Town Council approved the Ways and Means Committee recommendation for the 2017 Charitable 
Contribution selections made at the preliminary review on January 24th. The recommendation awarded $142K of the $150K 
budget, withholding $8k for later consideration. Funding was awarded to the following organizations:

Organizations Request Recommended

American Red Cross 5,000$            1,500$            
Backpack Buddies Seabrook Island 2,500$            2,000$            
Barrier Island Free Medical Clinic, Inc 25,000$          20,000$           
Begin with Books 5,000$            2,000$            
Bridges for End-of-Life 1,789$            1,000$            
Catesby Commemorative Trust, Inc. 10,000$          2,000$            
Charleston Area Therapeutic Riding 7,076$            -$                   
Charleston Symphony Orchestra 30,000$          15,000$           
Chucktown Squash Scholars 15,000$          -$                   
Engaging Creative Minds 15,000$          5,000$            
Full Faith Ministries 7,000$            6,000$            
Gibbes Museum of Art 20,000$          12,000$           
Hebron Zion Presbyterian Church 3,000$            -$                   
Kiawah Women's Foundation 7,000$            7,000$            
Lowcountry Food Bank 9,160$            5,000$            
Operation Sight 4,000$            4,000$            
Our Lady of Mercy Community Outreach Services, Inc. 20,000$          20,000$           
Reading Partners 10,000$          5,000$            
Scope 50 15,000$          1,000$            
Sea Island Habitat for Humanity 15,000$          12,000$           
Sea Islands Hunger Awareness Foundation 10,000$          2,000$            
South Carolina Aquarium 25,000$          8,000$            
Sweetgrass Garden Co-op 5,000$            2,500$            
Teachers Supply Closet 11,500$          9,000$            

Total 278,025$        142,000$         

Total Budget 150,000$        150,000$         

Read this quarter's Charitable Contribution Spotlight on page 6!
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Town Office Closings  
Monday, May 29th - Memorial Day

Tuesday, July 4th - Independence Day
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Biweekly E-Blasts
 Are you subscribed to the Town’s e-mail notifications? 

  To be added send your name and e-mail address to
 sbraswell@kiawahisland.org 

April 
Document Destruction Day (Shredding) - See below

May 
 Memorial Day Service Change: Monday’s trash will be 

collected on Tuesday, May 30th.  All other collections that 
week will move forward a day. 

Twice per week trash collection (Fridays) will begin May 5th. 
   

June
Brown Trash and Hazardous Waste: Friday, June 2nd 

Solid Waste Change Notices

Document Destruction 
 Wednesday, April 19, 2017   

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.

Documents must be brought to the Town Hall garage at 
21 Beachwalker Drive for disposal. The Town provides this 
complimentary shredding service for all Kiawah residents 
once a year.  If you have questions, contact Rusty Lameo 

at rlameo@kiawahisland.org
 

The Kiawah Island Turtle 
Patrol will hold their annual 
preseason meeting on Monday, 
April 24th at 6:30 p.m. at 
the Sandcastle. If you are 
interested in volunteering this 
is a perfect time to come and 
see what it's all about.  For 
more information on Turtle 
Patrol, contact Lynne Sager at 
lynnesager@me.com

Turtle Patrol

Turtle Patrol Kickoff Meeting 

Disaster Awareness Day 
The Towns of Kiawah and Seabrook 
Annual Disaster Awareness Day will be 
held Thursday, June 15, 2017 from 10:00 
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. at Seabrook Island Club. 
No RSVP required. Please plan to attend 
this educational day of disaster preparation, 
raffle gifts, vendors and free lunch. More 
information to come via e-mail notification. 



}
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Kiawah’s beach is important 
to everyone on the island.  
For those of us this is our 
home, it enhances our 
quality of life and the value 
of our homes.  Our beach is 
a major reason why visitors 
come here.  As we saw last 
October, it serves another 
purpose by protecting our 

properties from the force of a tropical storm. We were 
all affected by the damage our beach sustained during 
Hurricane Matthew.  The damage is still evident – many of 
the island’s 185 boardwalks suffered some damage and the 
island’s primary dune line was severely eroded along most 
of the island.
  
The Town shares responsibility for managing the beach 
with the State.  Our consultant, Coastal Science and 
Engineering, recently completed a detailed, post-hurricane 
survey of the beach for the Town.  Their findings confirm 
what we all saw – we lost between 20 and 160 feet of 
dunes, with the most significant losses at each end of 
the island.  Less visible, but just as important, we lost 
significantly more sand from the beach than was initially 
believed.  The positive news is that our island generally 
accretes sand.  Some of the sand we lost was washed off-
shore and should return quickly.  Our beach and dunes are 
already in the process of repairing themselves and can be 
expected to do so naturally over time.  

We don’t need to wait on nature to make an improvement 
in the appearance of the beach.  Getting boardwalks 
repaired will make a major difference.  The Town removed 
most of the damaged private boardwalk debris from the 
beach immediately after the storm so that repairs could 
quickly get underway.  The Community Association is 
working to finish the repair or replacement of nearly 24 of 
their boardwalks.  Most of the owners of the island’s 160 
privately owned boardwalks have been quick to repair their 

boardwalks as well – but some have not and have up to one 
year to complete their repairs.  We would encourage them 
to get that work underway more quickly, and both our staff 
and the ARB are committed to working closely with these 
property owners to help them get this done. 

The natural rebuilding of our dunes will take more 
time.  We have evaluated steps to accelerate this process, 
especially in areas where structures may now be more 
vulnerable to future storms.  Accepted alternatives include 
sand fencing and dune plantings to help the dunes form 
more quickly and minor re-nourishing of portions of the 
beach or dunes with new sand.  We have concluded, for 
now, that an island-wide effort is not needed, although sand 
fencing is in place in several areas.  Kiawah Partners is 
seeking a permit for dune re-construction on their property 
and a public hearing is slated for this month.  If approved, 
this work would not occur before November 1.  There may 
be other locations where the Town or other island entities 
may conclude that remediation efforts are warranted, but 
at this time, no specific projects have been approved.  For 
now, our intent is to monitor the natural process closely. 

Finally, we can help the recovery of the beach and dunes by 
being considerate in how we use it.  As the summer season 
approaches, the Town will want to ensure that beachgoers 
do not impede the natural recovery of the dunes.  You may 
see beach concession activities and beach vehicles kept 
further away from the re-forming primary dunes. The Town 
will enforce our regulations that prohibit walking on the 
dunes and leaving beach materials on the beach overnight.   

Despite the damage sustained by Hurricane Matthew, our 
beach and dunes fared better than many other communities 
up and down the coast and we are confident the best beach 
on the east coast will only get better. 

Mayor’s Corner

In late 2016, the Utility filed for a rate adjustment which included a 
25.6% increase to water and sewer rates.  Their proposed increase 
was intended to reflect their increased costs since their last rate 
adjustment in 2012 and to recover the significant costs associated 
with the completion of a new water line connecting the island to the 
Utility's supplier on Johns Island.  Both the Town and the Community 
Association filed to intervene in the case, concerned about the size of 
the increase and its impact on property owners.

In mid march the Town of Kiawah Island and the Kiawah Island 
Community Association reached an agreement with the Kiawah 
Island Utility, Inc. and the South Carolina Office of Regulatory Staff 

(ORS) on a proposed rate adjustment for water and sewer service. 
The agreement calls for a 14.6% adjustment to water and sewer rates, 
significantly lower than the 25.6% requested by KIU Inc.  

The settlement was submitted to the South Carolina Public Service 
Commission (PSC)  for consideration on March 21, 2017. Next, all 
parties involved must agree on the final order before it's filed with the 
PSC on or before April 17, 2017. Following the filing, the PSC will 
vote to finalize the settlement at it's next regular scheduled meetings. 
The new rates will go into effect based on the provisions of the order. 
This agreement and the new rates are pending final approval by the 
PSC. 

Kiawah Island Utility Rate Settlement
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Protecting Kiawah 
Stephanie Braswell from the Town 
of Kiawah was pleased to sit down 
with Captain Don Martin of the 
Charleston County Sheriff’s Office 
and Chris Widuch, Town Council 
member and Chairman of the 
Public Safety Committee for the 
Town of Kiawah Island, to discuss 
how the Town handles public 
safety issues.

Stephanie Braswell: Before we start with 
a few questions, Captain Martin can you 
give some background information about 
yourself so our residents have a feel for 
your involvement and qualifications?

Captain Martin: Certainly. I have spent 
the past 33 years in law enforcement, the 
past 17 years as a supervisor. I am originally 
from Pennsylvania and found my way to 
Charleston courtesy of the United States 
Marine Corps. I served four years as a 
Marine and joined the Sheriff’s Office after 
that.

Stephanie Braswell: Thank you for your 
service. Let me move onto some questions 
for both of you. First, what are the 
town’s responsibilities for providing law 
enforcement for its residents?

Chris Widuch: The Town is obligated under 
law to provide sufficient law enforcement 
and other public safety functions, such as 
fire and EMS services. As for the Sheriff’s 
Office, the Town has long contracted with 
them to provide a level of service beyond 
their traditional scope. We do this because of 
the unique challenges of being a resort town. 
At any given time, we could have 10,000 or 
more visitors to the island, over and above 
our full and part time residents. Such an 
influx of people forces a more robust law 
enforcement presence than a town of our size 
would normally warrant.

Captain Martin: Such an arrangement 
has been in place dating back decades, 
although over the past five years or so we 
have increased our presence on the island as 
tourism continues to grow. 

Chris Widuch: I should add that in addition 
to the Sheriff’s Office, the Town works 
very closely with other first responder 
groups, such as St. John’s Fire District and 
Charleston County EMS, to coordinate our 

efforts so that response times can be as quick 
as possible. Both of these organizations 
have done a great job over the past several 
years to reduce the amount of time it takes 
to answer a call and to get to the person 
or location in distress. It is no easy task 
but through their staging of equipment 
and training of their personnel they have 
dramatically improved their service to our 
residents.

Stephanie Braswell: Can you describe the 
supplemental coverage that is provided 
under contract between the Sheriff’s 
Office and the Town?

Captain Martin: We currently have 52 
deputies participating in the added coverage 
for Kiawah. These men and women provide 
Kiawah with continuous 24/7/365 coverage. 
These deputies are able to respond to any 
law enforcement incident very quickly 
and very consistently. We have up to three 
deputies per shift on site, many times with a 
fourth deputy engaged for the 3:00 – 11:00 
p.m. shift. We beef up patrols during peak 
season weekends and holidays. The deputies 
patrol in their cars and on foot. We walk in 
the shops of Freshfields and regularly engage 
residents and visitors on a proactive basis. 
We believe this level of interaction builds 
trust and, frankly, our deputies enjoy the 
interaction.

Chris Widuch: To be clear, these deputies 
are employees of the Town. They receive a 
paycheck from the Town, we contribute to 
their pension fund, and they are fully “on 
duty” while they are on the island. When 
I first got involved with this issue, I heard 
the term “off duty deputies”. That’s a real 
misnomer. They are “off duty” from their 
base patrols, but they are absolutely “on 
duty” while they are here.

Captain Martin: Once an officer 
has fulfilled their eight-hour workday 
commitment to the Sheriff’s Office, it is 
permissible for him or her to be employed 
by another entity. This is not an uncommon 
approach for communities to follow; in fact, 
James Island has adopted this approach after 
seeing it work on Kiawah.
 
Stephanie Braswell: Describe the 
interaction between the deputies and the 
public safety personnel at KICA and the 
Resort.

Captain Martin: We will provide support 
for any of the KICA or Resort personnel 
as needed. They are engaged in a variety 
of issues, some of which do not need 
our involvement, but anytime a situation 
escalates and law enforcement is called for, 
our people are immediately available.

Chris Widuch: There is an important 
difference between KICA and the Sheriff’s 
Office. KICA personnel normally handle 
most non-threatening, non-emergency 
situations; issues such as parking violations, 
bikes on streets where they’re not allowed, 
or even situations such as helping motorists 
with flat tires. They also provide, in many 
cases, assistance to other public safety 
officials. By way of contrast, the Sheriff’s 
Office is engaged in law enforcement. 
If a resident suspects a crime, or sees a 
suspicious individual lurking in an area they 
don’t belong, they should call 911. If there 
is any sort of fire or medical emergency, 
call 911. If a resident has any doubt as to 
whether they should contact KICA or the 
Sheriff’s Office, call 911. Sheriff  Deputies 
are the people who are trained, armed, and 
capable of enforcing the law.

Public Safety 

"We currently 
have 52 deputies 

participating in the 
added coverage 

for Kiawah. These 
men and women 

provide Kiawah with 
continuous 24/7/365 

coverage." 
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Captain Martin: Beyond our interaction 
with KICA, there is also interaction between 
all of our agencies through the Town’s Public 
Safety Committee. It is a good venue for all 
of us to meet once a month to review issues, 
discuss response times and service levels and 
compare notes on any number of topics.

Chris Widuch: These meetings include 
the St. John’s Fire Department, Charleston 
County EMS, the Beach Patrol, KICA, and 
the Sheriff’s Office. Each of these entities is 
critical to our ability to fulfill our obligations 
to provide the type of law enforcement 
and public safety services required of a 
town of our size and complexity. The folks 
attending these meetings are the top people 
from these organizations. Captain Martin 
is always there, as is Chief Walz from the 
Fire Department, Mr. Abrams from County 
EMS, Rob Edgerton from Beach Patrol, and 
Tony Elder from KICA. Yvonne Johnstone 
from the Resort serves on the committee 
itself, as does Julie Beier from Freshfields, 
as well as three resident volunteers. It is an 
amazing collection of the key people who are 
responsible for these issues. The meetings are 

posted on the Town website and open to the 
public. We wish there was more involvement 
from our residents at these meetings, not only 
for their own benefit but also to provide each 
of these agencies with feedback from their 
customer base. 

Stephanie Braswell: During the recent 
hurricane, there were some concerns 
raised that the island was not patrolled or 
secured and that anyone could have come 
onto the island and caused trouble. How do 
you respond to that criticism?

Captain Martin: I disagree with the 
characterization. Not only did our deputies 
patrol the island right up until it was deemed 
unsafe, I personally patrolled Kiawah as soon 
as it was possible to return. I was here and on 
the ground and I can assure Kiawah residents 
that I take our responsibility seriously and I 
know our deputies all take this assignment as 
a personal reflection on their efforts. By the 
way, the criticism aside, I don’t believe we 
had any property crimes on Kiawah before, 
during, or after the hurricane, so it appears to 
me that our presence was felt.

Stephanie Braswell: When should a citizen 
contact the Sheriff’s office as opposed to 
calling the front security gate?

Captain Martin: Anytime a resident feels 
the need for law enforcement intervention 
it is permissible to call 911. This includes 
accidents or suspected crimes of any sort.

Chris Widuch: One piece of guidance we 
would give people is the old adage, if you 
see something, say something. The Sheriff’s 
Office is here to serve; they would rather 
respond to a call which proves to be less 
than what it could have been, than to miss an 
opportunity to provide their expertise. 
Safety is a focus to a lot of different entities 
on this island; the Sheriff’s office, the Town, 
the Resort, KICA. Every resident should 
know that if they have any concerns they 
should voice them and engage the responsible 
parties so that we can address any issues 
which come up.

 

Sheriff’s Deputies are 
responsible for enforcing 
State and County laws, 
as well as public safety 
on Kiawah and Fresh-
fields Village including 
foot and vehicle patrols,
investigations, motor 
vehicle violations and 
traffic enforcement. 

KIGR Security 
handles all safety 
matters that occur 
on resort property.   

KICA Security handles all 
safety aspects behind the 
gate including access to 
the island, roadway safety, 
community premises 
patrol, roadside assistance 
and enforcement of
covenants compliance.

Code Enforcement Officers are 
responsible for enforcing all 
Town ordinances within
 Kiawah’s limits. They also assist 
the Sheriff’s Office, Fire Dept. 
with Emergency Services as well 
as provide Emergency Manage-
ment Services in conjunction 
with Charleston County during 
special events.

In addition to water safety, 
Beach Patrol serves as an 
extension of the Town’s Code 
Enforcement office. They are 
responsible for enforcing 
ordinances relevant to the 
beach including, but not limited 
to pet restrain ordinances, glass 
container restrictions, etc.

Charleston County 
Sheriff's Office 

Kiawah Island
 Community Assoc. Kiawah Island

Golf Resort 

Town of Kiawah 

Protecting
Kiawah

Continued from Page 4
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Navigation  Bar that expands to 
popular links when you hover 

Charitable 
Contribution 
Spotlight
Founded in 2006 by Drs. Arthur Booth and Charlie 
Davis, the Barrier Islands Free Medical Clinic (BIFMC) 
opened its doors to patients in the spring of 2008 with 
one mission: to understand and serve the health and 
wellness needs of the uninsured, low-income adults who 
live or work on Johns, Wadmalaw and James Islands.

In order for patients to qualify for BIFMC services they must meet 
the following criteria: Live or work on Johns, James or Wadmalaw 
islands, have no health insurance, Medicare, Medicaid or VA 
medical benefits and have household income at or below 200% of 
the federal poverty level.  

BIFMC provides a medical home for primary care just like any 
family practitioner or internist treating chronic diseases, diabetes, 
hypertension, coronary disease, and depression. In addition to 
primary care services, they have weekly on-site orthopedic clinic, 
a biweekly dermatology clinic, a weekly gynecology clinic and a 
weekly psychiatry clinic. BIFMC sees 4,000 patients annually and 
has provided primary medical care for 33,500 patients since 2008.

One of the most extraordinary components to this organization 
is that BIFMC is comprised of an all-volunteer staff including 
Licensed Physicians, Registered Nurses, English/Spanish 
Interpreters, and office staff. 

BIFMC is a non-profit 501(c)3 organization that does not receive 
any state or federal funding.  Their funding is received through 
grants, fundraising, donations and charitable contributions. In 
addition, they receive over $1.3 million annually in free labs, x-rays 
and diagnostic services through Roper St. Francis Healthcare.

Since 2008, BIFMC has been a reoccurring recipient of the Town’s 
Charitable Contribution funding.  This year they were approved for 
a contribution of $20,000. 

Brenda Falls, BIFMC Clinic Director stated, "To quote one 
of our volunteer doctors, 'If you eat in local restaurants, have 
a housekeeper or lawn service, play golf or eat local produce, 
you probably have been served by Johns, Wadmalaw and James 
Islanders who have no health insurance and are patients at BIFMC.'  
The charitable support we receive from the Town of Kiawah allows 
us to keep our promise of remaining the primary care medical home 
for these hard-working individuals for years to come."

Unique to their mission and vision, the BIFMC goals are to 
remain the primary medical home for their patients, provide free 
comprehensive care and recruit and retain high quality volunteers. 
For more information on BIFMC please visit www.bifmc.org 

On Tuesday, February 14, Mayor Craig Weaver, accompanied by 
Board member and Kiawah resident Robert Hill, toured the BIFMC 
facility and discussed the Clinic’s work with Clinic Director Brenda 
Falls, Medical Director Dr. Richard Ulmer and Board Chair Dr. Jim 
Hayes.  

Mayor Craig Weaver stated “The BIFMC fills a critical gap in the 
availability of accessible and quality health care in our surrounding 
communities.  While financial support for your efforts is important, 
the dedication and personal commitment of their many volunteer 
physicians, nurses and staff to the Clinic's mission and to their 
patients is what most makes your work in the community so 
successful.  Kiawah Island is pleased that we can help support this 
effort both through the Town's financial contribution and especially 
through the ongoing individual support of many of our residents 
and businesses."

G
iving Back
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Beach Monitoring Report
At the March 7th Town Council meeting, Coastal Science and Engineering 
presented their findings from the 2016 Beach monitoring report. The complete 
report can be found via www.kiawahisland.org under Latest News.
 

New Environmental Outreach Program
 On Thursday, March 24th, Town Biologists hosted a field trip for three classes of 
second graders from Angel Oak Elementary at Mingo Point. Each class rotated through 
three different learning stations, which included bird banding, bobcats and pond life, 
and reptiles. Students were able to learn up close and personal about many of the 
science standards they are currently studying. Lessons focused on the food chain and the 
adaptations of animals to their environment.  Approximately 60 students participated in 
the program. This trip, including transportation, was provided free of charge to Angel 
Oak as part of the Town’s Environmental Outreach program. The second field trip under 
this program took place on April 5th for Mt. Zion Elementary second graders.

The Town would like to thank the Kiawah Island Community Association Lakes 
Department and the Kiawah Island Golf Resort naturalists for their assistance during the 
programs as well as Engaging Creative Minds for helping to get this program started. 

> Overall the island lost ~ 850,000 cubic yards of sand from         
       November 2015 to January 2017, mostly due to Hurricane   
       Matthew. Erosion was widespread.

>  Dune erosion was between 15 and 40 ft. along the residential   
      area and higher along Kiawah Spit.

>  Recovery of the dunes is ongoing and will be monitored by the            
       Town.

> No emergency action is presently recommended.

> The east end nourishment project area continues to evolve.

>   Hurricane Matthew opened a new channel near the 2006 channel 
       location on the far eastern end of the island.

>  The ponded area near the Ocean Course driving range is mostly
      cut- off from tidal exchange, reducing erosion threat.

Summary Highlights 

Environm
ental



8

W
ildlife 

 Bobcat Research Update
This year marks the 11th anniversary of Bobcat GPS 
research on Kiawah Island. The study was developed by 
The Town of Kiawah Island, in partnership with the 
Kiawah Conservancy, in 2007.  Kiawah’s bobcats play a 
vital role in our island ecosystem by helping to control 
rodent and deer populations.    

 
A total of 73 bobcats have been captured and fitted with 
GPS collars to date, including 4 so far in 2017.  Two 
additional collars are scheduled for deployment in the next 
month.  Collars collect a specific number of locations per 
day, allowing biologists to identify habitat use patterns 
during day and nighttime hours, denning sites, travel cor-

ridors, survival, dispersal, and more.  This information is used to pin-
point specific areas or habitat types on the island that are of vital im-
portance to bobcats and to update the Bobcat Management Guidelines 
for the island.  This plan provides suggestions and recommendations to 
all island entities and property owners regarding creation, preservation, 
and improvement of bobcat habitat.
 

BOBCAT 125
19 lbs  6 oz
Adult Male
Captured & Collared:  3/2/2017
Location: Ocean Park.
This bobcat was collared last year 
as a juvenile male.

BOBCAT 950
17 lbs  4 oz
Adult Female

Captured & Collared:  2/26/2017
Location: Near Parkside Villas
This is the first time this bobcat has 
been captured.

BOBCAT 225
23 lbs  9 oz 
Adult Male

Captured & Collared:  
2/25/2017
Location: Near Beachwalker 
County Park
This bobcat was collared last 
year as a juvenile male.

BOBCAT 850
15 lbs  11 oz
Adult Male
Captured & Collared: 2/15/2017.
Location: Parkside villas
The first collared bobcat of the 
season and the first time this bobcat 
has been captured. 

Keeping 
tabs on 
Kiawah’s 
deer 
population
White-tailed deer are very adaptable creatures, equally at home in 
forests and fields as well as suburban neighborhoods. Deer 
populations in suburban areas can become overabundant, increasing 
the risk of deer-vehicle collisions, zoonotic diseases, and damage 
to the surrounding environment.  It is important to monitor trends 
in deer numbers so that management programs can be initiated if 
necessary.  The most commonly used deer survey technique is the 
spotlight survey.  Town Biologists have conducted biannual spot-
light surveys for deer since 1997.  The survey route is 18.2 miles 
long and covers most of Kiawah Island.  In order to calculate the 
density of deer on the island, biologists periodically conduct vis-
ibility estimates (how far one can see a deer) along the route.  This 
provides the width of the survey transect and by multiplying by 
the length of the route, the number of acres surveyed is calculated.  
This allows biologists to determine the deer density, expressed in 
deer per square mile. 

This reveals that there are approximately 500 deer living on
Kiawah. Kiawah’s deer population has remained relatively stable 
over the last 7 years (see graph below) and remains well below 
densities from the late 1990’s.  Deer on Kiawah are controlled by 
natural predators, primarily bobcats.  Bobcats take a large 
percentage of fawns born each summer which helps to keep the 
deer population in check.  Kiawah is fortunate to have natural 
control of deer numbers and there is no hunting or culling of deer 
on the island.

Meet the 2017 Bobcats
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The National Audubon Society’s Christmas Bird Count (CBC) is the 
longest-running annual bird census in the world with the first CBC 
held in 1900.  Over 2000 of these counts are now conducted each 
year between December 14th and January 5th across the Western 
Hemisphere.  Each count area is defined by a 15-mile diameter circle 
and all birds seen or heard are recorded.  The Sea Islands CBC was 
initiated in 2012 and is managed by Town biologists.  The 6th annual 
Sea Islands Christmas Bird Count was held on January 4, 2017.  
Participation is key to a successful bird count and participation was at 
an all-time high this year with 73 volunteers!  We also had ten feeder/
backyard watchers compared to the one or two in previous years.  
The Post and Courier article that was printed in December about the 
Sea Island CBC was helpful in reaching out to a wider audience. 

This year, participants recorded 38,643 individuals of 158 species 
within our 15-mile diameter circle that included Kiawah Island, 
Seabrook Island, Johns Island, Wadmalaw Island, and Deveaux 
Bank.  Common Goldeneye and Whimbrel were new species for the 
count.  Surprisingly, Common Goldeneyes were recorded in 3 areas:  
2 on Kiawah, 1 on a Johns Island pond, and 1 in a tidal creek on 
Seabrook.  

Waterfowl had the lowest count in the CBC’s history due to the lack 
of scaup and scoters in the waters off Kiawah.  It is not uncommon 
for thousands of scaup and scoters to be seen in the ocean off Kiawah 
in the winter. Shorebird numbers experienced their highest count 
ever, which was mainly a result of a roosting flock estimated to be 
10,000 strong on the east end of Kiawah.  We also saw a shift in 
gull numbers. Laughing Gull numbers were way up compared to 
other years, while Ring-billed Gull and Herring Gull numbers were 
down.  An astounding number of American Robins were reported 
(3818) with more than 2000 of those coming from Johns Islands.   
All species of woodpeckers experienced record breaking high counts 
with most showing a dramatic increase over the previous five year 
average.  See the table below.

Sea Islands Christmas Bird Count

During a Piping Plover survey, Wildlife Biologist Aaron Given 
found a banded Piping Plover wearing a pink flag on its leg with 
the code “2U”. After reporting it to US Fish and Wildlife Service, 
he found out it was banded in the Joulter Cays in the Bahamas just 
nine days earlier. This bird was also wearing a nanotag, which is 
a tracking device that will allow researchers to follow the bird’s 
movements throughout its northern migration. A total of 40 Piping 
Plovers were counted on Kiawah’s beach on March 30th. Most of 
these birds are just passing through as our wintering population 
consists of only five to six birds.

Species 5-year average 2017 count
Red-bellied Woodpecker 66.4 147

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker 44.0 117

Downy Woodpecker 25.8 61

Hairy Woodpecker 0.4 5

Northern Flicker 60.4 142

Pileated Woodpecker 16 53

Many participants gathered 
at Town Hall after the count 
to enjoy a chili dinner that 
was sponsored by the Kiawah 
Conservancy.  This post-
count dinner is a chance for 
volunteers to share stories 
about the birds that they had 
seen and get a preliminary 
count of how many species 
had been tallied over the 
course of the day.  

We would like to thank all the 
volunteers for continuing to make this event a success.  Not only is 
the bird count fun and educational for participants, it also contributes 
valuable scientific data to aid in bird conservation across the country.  
If you are interested in participating in the Sea Islands CBC next 
year, please contact Aaron Given, Town of Kiawah Island Wildlife 
Biologist at agiven@kiawahisland.org.

Piping 
Plovers 
are on 

the move!  

Year 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 Total

# of Individuals 19,030 22,652 24,067 41,096 21,528 38,643 167,016

# of Species 133 146 154 159 158 158 180

# of Participants 23 47 51 45 55 73 294

Annual Counts Recap
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The municipal building is a single story building consisting of the main lobby, offices, conference rooms, and council chambers The total area 
of the new building is approximately 14,100 square feet, which can be further divided as approximately 2,000 square feet of council chambers, 
10,100 square feet of office space, and the remainder as storage and miscellaneous space.  The office area will have office spaces and cubicle 
spaces for employees and Town Council.  The expected completion date is July 2017. 

Seasonal Leash Ordinance
As a reminder, from March 16th - October 31st, dogs must be on leash at all times from the Critical 
Habitat Area west of the Beachwalker County Park to the eastern boundary of the Beach Club designated 
in green. Electronic leashes are prohibited.  See map below.

Critical Habitat Area: Dogs are prohibited in critical habitat areas designated  in red. 

The Dog Use Area designated in blue allows dogs off leash year round located between the eastern 
boundary of the Beach Club and the Ocean Course pedestrian access. 

Off leash stipulations: The owner must remain with their pet, have the pet under control, and have a 
leash in their possession in the event that there is a need to leash their pet, or if requested. 

• Driveway entrance has been cut and 
curbed. 
•  Administrative offices: most of the ceiling 
is in place and drywall has been painted. 
Window and door frames for the offices are 
also in place.
• Lobby: The ceiling has been framed.
• Exterior: The siding is in the process of 
being installed.
•  Grounds: Irrigation and vegetation will be 
starting and clearing of the underbrush to 
the creek.
• Garage: siding is on and is being painted.

A
dm

inistrative 

Municipal Center Update 
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Business Spotlight
Beija Flor Jeans Opening  April  2017
Greenville-based Beija Flor Jeans is planning a second location in 
Freshfields Village. A product of mother-daughter duo Kathy Moca and 
Emilie Whitaker, the denim boutique is set to open early April.
Beija Flor, which means hummingbird in Portuguese, is a denim 
centered clothing brand that is designed by women for women.  The 
entire line of jeans, blouses and tops are produced in Brazil. By fusing 
innovative design, eco-friendly material and practical luxury, Beija Flor 
is redefining denim, one woman at a time. Beija Flor Jeans is located at 
164 Gardeners Circle www.beijaflorjeans.com

Sea Island Food Truck Rodeo
Saturday, April 8  | 12:00 to 4:00 pm
Enjoy a variety of cuisine from local food trucks along with live 
music, a silent auction, beer and wine. All proceeds benefit Kiawah 
Women’s Foundation in support of local charities.
 

Spring Music on the Green Concert
Friday, April 14  |  6:00 to 9:00 pm
The outdoor, complimentary concert will featuring oldies, Mo-
town, Beach and Top 40 hits from Port Authority Band. Guests are 
encouraged to bring a beach chair or blanket.
 

Spring Festival
Saturday, April 15 

11:00 am to 3:00 pm
The festival features a variety of 
activities the whole family can enjoy.  
Free children’s activities such as a 
jump castle, inflatable obstacle course, 
bungee trampoline, face-painting and 
spring crafts will be available along 
with interactive live music.  Plus, the 
Easter Bunny will be hopping through 
the Village for photo opportunities!  
The St. Johns Fire Department will be 
on site with activities, tours of their 

trucks, and safety tips. While the kids play, parents can browse a 
display of artwork from the Kiawah and Seabrook Artists guilds.   
Vendors will be set up with food and beverages for purchase.
 

Easter Service on the Lawn
Sunday, April 16   |  9:00 am
A casual outdoor, non-denominational Easter service will take 
place on the Village Green.

Spring Sip & Stroll
April 20 & May 18  |   4:00 to 7:00 pm
Join us each month for a Sip & Stroll featuring a variety of events 
and sales in participating stores. 
 

Gullah Celebration
Saturday, May 6  |  3:00 to 6:00 pm
The Gullah Celebration to Fight Island Hunger will include 
Gullah performances, art, silent auction, along with local 
cuisine, beer and wine. All proceeds benefit Sea Islands 
Hunger Awareness Foundation.
 

Sea Islands Cars  Coffee  
Saturday, May 20  & Saturday, June 17   |  9:00 to 11:00 am
The free event will feature antiques, classics, exotics, 
and other cool cars. Coffee and other refreshments available for
purchase by Java Java Coffee House.

Memorial Day Concert Series
Friday & Saturday, May 26-27  |  6:00 to 9:00 pm
The series features two evenings of live music on the Village Green. 
The free, family friendly concerts feature a variety of music from Java 
on Friday and The Counts on Saturday. Guests are encouraged to bring 
a beach chair or blanket.

Music on the Green 
Fridays beginning  June 2  |  6:00 to 9:00 pm
This free, family friendly outdoor concert series takes place every 
Friday evening and features top acts from around the Southeast of all 
genres. Guests are encouraged to bring a beach chair or blanket. Visit 
www.freshfieldsvillage.com for the schedule of entertainment. 

Summer Farmer’s Market
Mondays beginning  June 5   |  4:00 to 8:00 pm
Pick from the freshest produce and local crafts at the weekly Farmer’s 
Market on Mondays  featuring local certified organic produce, fresh 
local seafood, packaged and prepared food including jams, jellies, 
pecans, olive oils, sweets, handmade pasta, and more as well as Low-
country crafts.

Summer Starlight Cinema Series
Wednesdays beginning  June 14   |   8:30 pm
Each Wednesday guests can bring a blanket, chair, and picnic and enjoy 
a free family outdoor movie. Visit www.freshfieldsvillage.com for the 
schedule of movies.

Events



Tickets are available online at  www.kiawahisland.org/events  or at Kiawah Island Town Hall 843-768-9166. All events are open 
to public but Kiawah property owners have a 3 day lead time on tickets for Arts Council events.  *Cultural Events (in red) have 
only one release date. 

PICCOLO COMES TO KIAWAH  TBD

13TH ANNUAL 
BLUES BY THE SEA
Sunday, April 9, 2017                                                                              
3:00pm - 7:00pm 
Freshfields Village
No Tickets Required 

The Arts and Cultural events fund brings you another FREE blues 
extravaganza, fun for the entire family at the 13th Annual Blues by 
the Sea. Bring a lawn chair or blanket and enjoy three national Blues 
acts!  Delicious food and beverages for sale on site. Coolers are 
allowed. Plenty of free parking. Rain or Shine - we are tented. 
Join us for this exciting line-up:

3:00pm: The Sauce Boss (Bill Wharton) Legendary performer (as 
chronicled in Jimmy Buffett’s 1999 hit “I Will Play for Gumbo”) 
Bill “Sauce Boss” Wharton brings his Florida slide guitar blues, his 
gumbo, and his own hot sauce for a multi-sensory performance. His 
show includes a culinary demonstration with audience stirring and 
sampling the gumbo. Sauce Boss is a powerhouse of energy. 

4:00pm:  Packrat's Smokehouse with Robert "Top" Thomas
Packrat's Smokehouse are national recording artists out of new 
Smyrna Beach, Florida who are masters of swamp blues slow grind 
and rhythm. 

5:30pm:  The Lucky Losers
Danger meets sophistication in the soulful music of The Lucky 
Losers, San Francisco’s premiere male/female duet fronted band. 
Accompanied by a dynamic six-piece ensemble, veteran Bay Area 
artists, Cathy Lemons and Phil Berkowitz deliver a truly signature 
sound. 

PICCOLO PREVIEW
Sunday, May 7, 2017 
4:00pm 
Holy Spirit Catholic Church 
* Ticket Release: 4/21

The City of Charleston Office of Cultural Affairs and the Town of 
Kiawah Island Arts & Cultural Events Council present a sampling 
of some favorite musical elements as harbingers of the 2017 
Piccolo Spoleto Festival. The program will include performances 
from several of the events chosen for this year’s festival.  Piccolo 
Spoleto guides will also be available for attendees. Complimentary 
tickets available on 4/21

PIANO BAR  
Wednesday, April 12, 2017 
 5:00-7:00pm
Sandcastle 
No Tickets Required 

Come to the last piano bar of the series with Glenn Brown on 
piano.  Enjoy with friends or meet neighbors outside your comfort 
circle for some Island socializing. Relax outside on the patio with 
the beverage of your choice or inside closer to the music. The 
Sandcastle will be the happening place at 5 p.m. Island time. Bring 
your beverage of choice and any snack to “tide” you over.

Cars on Kiawah
Saturday, May 6, 2017 | 10:00am - 3:00pm
Open to the Public | Free Admission | Rain or Shine

Join the Kiawah Island Motoring Retreat for Cars on Kiawah  at the 
scenic Ocean Park to view over 200 of the region's top club and collector 
cars. This event is free and open to the public. Parking is $5 cash and is 
located at the show field. Celebrate spectacular automobiles from every 
era and enjoy food and drink from local food trucks and vendors. For 
more information visit www.kiawahconcours.com/cars-on-kiawah


