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SF Faith Leaders Stand United Against Hate
in Charlottesville and Our Backyard

August 15, 2017, San Francisco -- First and foremost, we offer our prayers for the victims and the
families of the dead in Charlottesville, Virginia and all who were traumatized by the hateful violence that
ensued there.

Sometimes when horrific and deadly acts are perpetrated in the name of hate, such as our nation
witnessed on August 12, 2017 in Charlottesville, we are tempted to limit those incidents to the context in
which they occurred. Charlottesville is a place intimately identified with our nation's painful and divisive
Civil War history, and it is easy to think that such an event could only happen in that region of the country.
Sadly, what happened in Charlottesville is symptomatic of an unprecedented growth of organized hate in
our nation that knows no geographic boundaries. We need look no further than the findings of a recent
report published by the Southern Poverty Law Center (https://www.splcenter.org/hate-map) to face the
reality that 917 hate groups exist in the United States of America, 79 of which are found in California, and
a significant number calling the Bay Area their home.

As statements and vigils decrying acts of hate and violence in Charlottesville flooded social and other
media, a group calling itself "Patriot Prayer," actively petitioned to host back-to-back rallies in San
Francisco's Crissy Field and Berkeley's Martin Luther King Park on August 26 and 27, respectively. The
former is billed as "Patriot Prayer: Free Speech, Unity and Peace San Francisco," the latter, a "No to
Marxism Rally."

As people of faith, we stand united to denounce those who use words such as "prayer," "unity" and
"peace" to mask any agenda of hate, intolerance, and bigotry. In the days ahead, we will use the voices
of faith communities - through prayer, the pulpit, and our communications networks - to educate and
inform, and to fight racism, hatred, and bigotry wherever it may occur, particularly in our City of St.
Francis. We will not step aside but will stand strong for our values of inclusivity, respect for all persons,
and justice.
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Congregation leaders are encouraged to share this message with their congregants.

For additional information please contact Michael G. Pappas at (415) 425-9631



