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Mid-Columbia Tri-Cities SCORE Mentor Voted Washington State Mentor of the Year 
 

Kennewick, WA – Mid-Columbia Tri-Cities SCORE business mentor P. Simon Mahler was 

unanimously voted the 2016 Washington State Mentor of the Year for District 1013.  Last year was the 

first time a SCORE mentor in the State of Washington had been selected for the award in consecutive 

years, and now he has claimed the top honor for the third straight year.  “This is truly a labor of love.  We 

have worked very hard as a team to grow this local Chapter, and I have put myself out there, so that 

people in the Tri-Cities and surrounding areas who have a passion and a dream, have a place they can 

depend on to help them grow and launch it” says Mahler.  “This award means a great deal to me, but it 

could not be done without a great team of leaders who volunteer for our local Chapter. 
 

In July, Mr. Mahler launched a pilot program on his own, doing what is very similar to a Techstars 

program, except in the virtual space, that was 30 days long with intensive daily tasks to complete.  From 

that experience, where over 300 participated that resulted in 41 new launches of startups across the 

country, the demand for his program grew nationally, and has now become a staple program for the local 

Chapter as well as versions of it are now being tested in Chicago and Los Angeles.    
 

The numbers handed down from the National Headquarters in Washington D.C. are staggering for what 

was accomplished in July.  Over 10,000 mentored sessions in July alone that ranged from emails, to calls, 

face to face meetings, and road warrior validation as Mahler noted.  “I wanted to prove to the nation of 

SCORE that more and more people want something other than a need to write a business plan.  People 

want something immediate, measurable, and applicable to either growing their existing business or 

launching a new one.  This program forced people out of their comfort zone, got them to study their 

industry, and provided them accountability tools to use to get through the growing pains,” says Mahler. 
 

“He has been the leading mentor in the state of Washington in terms of services delivered for the last 

three consecutive years. In 2016 alone, Mr. Mahler accounted for nearly 65% of all mentored sessions in 

the State of Washington, and you cannot ignore the results.  He personally accounted for 91 successful 

small business launches across the nation, which was also the highest output in a single year by any 

mentor in SCORE history,” says District Director Larry Spelhaug. When asked, how significant is the 

Mid-Columbia Tri-Cities SCORE brand to the community, Spelhaug voiced, “what has been done out of 

the Mid-Columbia Tri-Cities Chapter has been astounding, amazing, and a result of true dedication and 

hard work.” 
 

More than 11,000 business experts volunteer as mentors in 320 chapters serving local communities with 

entrepreneur education to help grow one million small businesses annually. The Mid-Columbia Tri-Cities 

SCORE Chapter currently provides resources and services in 15 counties covering three states, (Idaho, 

Oregon, & Washington), making it the largest Chapter in the country in terms of miles served.   
 

For more information about starting, operating, or growing an existing small business, call to schedule an 

appointment with a Mid-Columbia Tri-Cities SCORE mentor at 509-735-1000 Ext 235 or visit Tri-Cities 

SCORE at www.midcolumbiatricities.score.org. 
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