
 
 

Howard Friedman 
General Counsel 

Joseph A. Baranello 
Chief Privacy Officer, 
Records Access Officer & 
Executive Agency Counsel 

Vallery Lomas 
Central Records Access 
Officer & Agency Attorney 

Office of Legal Services 
NYC Dept. of Education 
52 Chambers Street 
Room 308 
New York, NY  10007 

+1.212.374.6888 tel. 
+1.212.374.5596 fax 

June 24, 2017 
 
 
VIA EMAIL 
Diane Tinsley 
dtinsley@cec5.org 
 
DOE# F12,297 
OpenRecords# FOIL- 2016-040-00092 
District 5 Libraries 
 
Dear Ms. Tinsley:  
 
This letter concerns the above-referenced Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) 
request.  Pursuant to section VI.B of Chancellor’s Regulation D-110, due to the 
volume and complexity of requests we receive and process, and to determine whether 
any records or portions thereof will be subject to redactions permitted under Public 
Officers Law §87(2), additional time is required to respond substantively to your 
request.  Accordingly, a response is currently anticipated by August 21, 2017. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Vallery Lomas /s/ 
 
Vallery Lomas 
FOIL@schools.nyc.gov 

 
VL/ma 
 
 



 
 

Howard Friedman 
General Counsel 

Joseph A. Baranello 
Chief Privacy Officer, 
Records Access Officer & 
Executive Agency Counsel 

Vallery Lomas 
Central Records Access 
Officer & Agency Attorney 

Office of Legal Services 
NYC Dept. of Education 
52 Chambers Street 
Room 308 
New York, NY  10007 

+1.212.374.6888 tel. 
+1.212.374.5596 fax 

June 23, 2017 
 
 
VIA EMAIL 
Diane Tinsley 
dtinsley@cec5.org 
 
DOE# F12,297 
OpenRecords# FOIL- 2016-040-00092 
District 5 Libraries 
 
Dear Ms. Tinsley:  
 
This letter concerns the above-referenced Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) 
request.  Pursuant to section VI.B of Chancellor’s Regulation D-110, due to the 
volume and complexity of requests we receive and process, and to determine whether 
any records or portions thereof will be subject to redactions permitted under Public 
Officers Law §87(2), additional time is required to respond substantively to your 
request.  Accordingly, a response is currently anticipated by July 24, 2017. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Vallery Lomas /s/ 
 
Vallery Lomas 
FOIL@schools.nyc.gov 

 
VL/ma 
 
 







 
 

Howard Friedman 
General Counsel 

Joseph A. Baranello 
Chief Privacy Officer, 
Records Access Officer & 
Executive Agency Counsel 

Vallery Lomas 
Central Records Access 
Officer & Agency Attorney 

Office of Legal Services 
NYC Dept. of Education 
52 Chambers Street 
Room 308 
New York, NY  10007 

+1.212.374.6888 tel. 
+1.212.374.5596 fax 

April 27, 2017 
 
 
VIA EMAIL 
Diane Tinsley 
dtinsley@cec5.org 
 
DOE# F12,297 
OpenRecords# FOIL- 2016-040-00092 
District 5 Libraries 
 
Dear Ms. Tinsley:  
 
This letter concerns the above-referenced Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) 
request.  Pursuant to section VI.B of Chancellor’s Regulation D-110, due to the 
volume and complexity of requests we receive and process, and to determine whether 
any records or portions thereof will be subject to redactions permitted under Public 
Officers Law §87(2), additional time is required to respond substantively to your 
request.  Accordingly, a response is currently anticipated by May 25, 2017. 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 
Vallery Lomas /s/ 
 
Vallery Lomas 
FOIL@schools.nyc.gov 

 
VL/ma 
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THE STATE EDUCATION DEPARTMENT / THE UNIVERSITY OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK 
ALBANY, NY 12234 
 
DIRECTOR OF EDUCATIONAL DATA AND RESEARCH 
Information and Reporting Services 

 
 
        

April 3, 2017 
 

Diane Tinsley 
1st Vice President - CEC D5 
Community Education Council District 5 
425 West 123rd Street - Room 205 
New York, NY 10027 
 
Dear Ms. Tinsley: 

 
This letter is in response to your recent FOIL request New York City Geographical District 

#5 Library data for the most recent school year available (2015-16). Attached is a 
spreadsheet that indicates which schools have Library Media Centers (on premises or 
shared) whether the school has a Certified Library Media Specialist (LMS) and the number of 
FTEs for the LMS. 
 

You may appeal this response within 30 days by writing to: MaryEllen Elia, 
Commissioner of Education, NYS Education Department, Room 111, Education Building, 
Albany, New York 12234 
 
 
 
 
       Sincerely, 

        
       Rose LeRoy 
 





 
Howard Friedman 
General Counsel 

Joseph A. Baranello 
Chief Privacy Officer, 
Records Access Officer & 
Executive Agency Counsel 

Vallery Lomas 
Central Records Access 
Officer & Agency Attorney 

Office of Legal Services 
NYC Dept. of Education 
52 Chambers Street 
Room 308 
New York, NY  10007 

+1.212.374.6888 tel. 
+1.212.374.5596 fax  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 30, 2017 
 
VIA EMAIL 
Diane Tinsley 
dtinsley@cec5.org 
 
DOE# F12,297 
OpenRecords# FOIL- 2016-040-00092 
District 5 Libraries 
 
Dear Ms. Tinsley:  
 
This letter concerns the above-referenced Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) request.  
Pursuant to section VI.B of Chancellor’s Regulation D-110, due to the volume and 
complexity of requests we receive and process, and to determine whether any records 
or portions thereof will be subject to redactions permitted under Public Officers Law 
§87(2), additional time is required to respond substantively to your request.  
Accordingly, a response is currently anticipated by April 27, 2017. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 

VL/ma      Vallery Lomas /s/ 
 
Vallery Lomas  
FOIL@schools.nyc.gov                                                     

 

 



 
Howard Friedman 
General Counsel 

Joseph A. Baranello 
Chief Privacy Officer, 
Records Access Officer & 
Executive Agency Counsel 

Vallery Lomas 
Central Records Access 
Officer & Agency Attorney 

Office of Legal Services 
NYC Dept. of Education 
52 Chambers Street 
Room 308 
New York, NY  10007 

+1.212.374.6888 tel. 
+1.212.374.5596 fax  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2, 2017 
 
VIA EMAIL 
Diane Tinsley 
dtinsley@cec5.org 
 
DOE# F12,297 
OpenRecords# FOIL- 2016-040-00092 
District 5 Libraries 
 
Dear Ms. Tinsley:  
 
This letter concerns the above-referenced Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) request.  
Pursuant to section VI.B of Chancellor’s Regulation D-110, due to the volume and 
complexity of requests we receive and process, and to determine whether any records 
or portions thereof will be subject to redactions permitted under Public Officers Law 
§87(2), additional time is required to respond substantively to your request.  
Accordingly, a response is currently anticipated by March 30, 2017. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 

VL/ma      Vallery Lomas /s/ 
 
Vallery Lomas  
FOIL@schools.nyc.gov                                                     

 

 



	
Harlem	Council	of	Elders	

10	West	135th	Street,	Suite	11P	
New	York,	NY	10037	

info@harlemcouncilofelders.org	
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February 17, 2017 
 
[Address Block] 
 
Dear [Title and Name]: 
 
I am writing on behalf of the Honor Harlem Students’ Legal Right to School Librarians Coalition 
(“the Coalition”) to request your direct involvement in addressing longstanding violations of the 
basic educational rights of close to 10,000 students in public secondary schools throughout Harlem, 
including schools located in your district.   
 
Nearly two years ago, the Harlem Council of Elders, lead organizer of the Coalition, contacted the 
New York City Department of Education (NYC DOE) after finding, using NYC DOE data, that over 
75% of Harlem secondary schools were violating New York State Education Commissioner’s 
Regulation 91.2, which requires that all public secondary schools provide, at the bare minimum, 
access to a part-time certified school librarian in schools that enroll fewer than 700 students and one 
full-time librarian in schools that enroll 700 or more students. According to the NYC DOE’s June 
2016 data, posted on its website, 76% of Harlem secondary schools—across Districts 3, 4, 5, and 6—
are still violating the law in this area. (In District 5, at least 86% are out of compliance.) 
 
Despite the longstanding violations, the NYC DOE has yet to provide affected Harlem families or the 
broader Harlem community with even basic information about any plans to hire school library media 
specialists for Harlem secondary schools. Nor has it made any effort to help the public understand 
what, if any, progress has been made since September 2014, when the State Education Commissioner 
rejected the DOE’s request to waive the requirement for NYC schools and instructed the DOE to 
comply with the law immediately.  
 
For close to a year, Freedom of Information Law requests to the NYC DOE from Harlem parents 
serving on Community Education Councils have resulted only in repeated delays, despite the NYC 
DOE’s direct and easy access to the necessary information. The State Education Department, which 
was notified of these violations in January 2016 and which, in November 2016, promised to respond 
to Community Education Council parents’ state-level FOIL request by December 2016, remains 
silent.  
 
While the overwhelming majority of Harlem’s Black or Latino/a students, particularly those living in 
poverty, are denied the basic opportunity to fully develop their online and print research skills to 
prepare for college, and to connect with books that nurture their personal development, with expert 
support and instruction from library media specialists, DOE schools in NYC’s Whiter and wealthier 
neighborhoods provide their children with the distinct privileges and advantages conferred by 

Signed copies of this letter were mailed individually, via 
certified mail, to the state and city elected officials listed 
below, between 2/17/17 and 2/23/17.

Senator Bill Perkins; Senator José M. Serrano; 
Assembly Member Inez E. Dickens; Assembly Member 
Herman D. Ferrell, Jr.; Assembly Member Daniel J. 
O'Donnell; Assembly Member Robert J. Rodriguez

Council Member Mark Levine; Council Speaker Melissa 
Mark-Viverito; Manhattan Borough President Gale A. 
Brewer; Public Advocate Letitia James
 
The following officials were cc’d by email:
Governor Andrew M. Cuomo; Mayor Bill de Blasio; 
State Commissioner of Education MaryEllen Elia; 
Board of Regents Chancellor Betty Rosa; 
NYC Schools Chancellor Carmen Fariña



	 2	

functioning school library programs guided by the appropriate personnel. This discriminatory 
practice is shameful, illegal, and must end immediately. 
 
Given the NYC DOE’s years-long failure to comply with state law, we call upon you, our 
elected officials, to uphold the law and honor the educational rights of Harlem children by 
taking the following actions by March 31, 2017: 
 

1. Compel the de Blasio Administration and the NYC DOE to make available, via its Office of 
School Library Services website: 
 

a. Current school-by-school information about the availability of certified school 
librarians in secondary schools in Districts 3, 4, 5, and 6 (the attached spreadsheet, 
which we can also provide in an electronic format);  

b. the NYC DOE’s full plan, to which it alluded in its June 2015 letter to the Harlem 
Council of Elders, to provide certified school library media specialists and the related 
information-literacy-skills instruction in all Harlem secondary schools; and 
 

2. Compel the New York State Education Department to: 
 

a. enforce Commissioner’s Regulation 91.2 in all NYC public secondary schools; 
b. monitor the NYC DOE’s compliance with that regulation and all other school-library-

related regulations; 
c. instruct the DOE to post on its website, at least in June and December of each year, 

i. a complete and up-to-date list of all NYC secondary schools and their status 
regarding compliance with CR 91.2; and 

ii. their plan, including a timeline, to comply with CR 91.2. 
 
We kindly request your response to this letter at your earliest convenience. Thank you in advance for 
your prompt attention to the educational needs and rights of our children.   
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
 
 
Galen Kirlkand, President, Harlem Council of Elders 
(on behalf of the Honor Harlem Students’ Legal Right to School Librarians Campaign Coalition) 
 
Enclosures 
cc:  Governor Andrew M. Cuomo 

Mayor Bill de Blasio 
New York State Board of Regents Chancellor Betty A. Rosa 
New York State Commissioner of Education Mary Ellen Elia  
NYC Department of Education Chancellor Carmen Fariña 
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The parent leaders of Community Education Council 5 (CEC 5), having been denied library-
staffing information by the District 5 Superintendent, file a Freedom of Information Law request 
with the NYC DOE for an update on Central Harlem students’ access to school librarians. The 
DOE commits to responding in May.    
 
June – NYC DOE refuses to provide information about the availability of school librarians in 
District 5, claiming that it would require more than “reasonable effort” to find out how many 
librarians it employs in the district’s 16 secondary schools. It closes the FOIL appeal.    
 
July – CEC5 files a Freedom of Information Law appeal, reminding the NYC DOE that, only a 
year before, it had verified the Harlem Council of Elders’ findings (based on DOE data) about 
the availability of librarians in District 5 and other Harlem districts.    
 
August – The NYC DOE responds to say that it is reopening the search for information about 
access to school librarians in District 5.    
 
September – The NYC DOE responds to say that it needs more time to figure out how many 
District 5 schools have librarians.    
 
Representatives of the Honor Harlem Students’ Legal Right to School Librarians Coalition sit 
down with District 5 Superintendent Gale Reeves to discuss this issue. She initially attempts to 
persuade the delegation that certified school librarians are no longer necessary, but ultimately 
promises to research the availability of librarians in District 5 schools. (However, she tells the 
delegation that she will not share her findings with the parent leaders of CEC 5 or with any other 
members of the Coalition.)    
 
October – The NYC DOE again claims that it needs more time to figure out how many schools 
in District 5 have librarians.    
 
November – CEC 5, realizing that the NYC DOE is either unable or unwilling to provide District 
5 parents with this basic educational information, files a Freedom of Information law request 
with the New York State Education Department and attaches the growing stack of 
correspondence with the NYC DOE.    
 
The State Education Department responds with a commitment to respond by December 7. (As 
of today, it has not responded.)    
 
December – The NYC DOE yet again claims that it needs more time to find out how many 
librarians are in District 5 secondary schools. It promises to respond by January 3, 2017. Once 
again, it fails to follow through.     
 

2017    
 
February – The lack of transparency and government accountability for such an important and 
straightforward issue of educational justice continues to undermine community confidence in 
New York City’s and New York State’s ability to provide all public-school students even a basic 
education.        
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January 13, 2017 
 
 
VIA EMAIL 
Diane Tinsley 
dtinsley@cec5.org 
 
DOE# F12,297 
OpenRecords# FOIL- 2016-040-00092 
District 5 Libraries 
 
Dear Ms. Tinsley:  
 
This letter concerns the above-referenced Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) request.  
Pursuant to section VI.B of Chancellor’s Regulation D-110, due to the volume and 
complexity of requests we receive and process, and to determine whether any records 
or portions thereof will be subject to redactions permitted under Public Officers Law 
§87(2), additional time is required to respond substantively to your request.  
Accordingly, a response is currently anticipated by February 1, 2017. 
 

 
Sincerely, 
 

      Joseph A. Baranello /s/ 
 
Vallery Lomas  
FOIL@schools.nyc.gov  

 

JAB/nb 

 



 
 

Howard Friedman 
General Counsel 
 
Joseph A. Baranello 
Chief Privacy Officer, 
Records Access Officer & 
Executive Agency Counsel 
Office of Legal Services 
NYC Dept. of Education 
52 Chambers Street 
Room 308 
New York, NY  10007 

+1.212.374.6888 tel. 
+1.212.374.5596 fax 

December 2, 2016 
 
 

VIA EMAIL 
Diane Tinsley 
dtinsley@cec5.org 
 
DOE# F12,297 
OpenRecords# FOIL- 2016-040-00092 
District 5 Libraries 
 
Dear Ms. Tinsley:  
 
This letter concerns the above-referenced Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) 
request.  Pursuant to section VI.B of Chancellor’s Regulation D-110, due to the 
volume and complexity of requests we receive and process, and to determine whether 
any records or portions thereof will be subject to redactions permitted under Public 
Officers Law §87(2), additional time is required to respond substantively to your 
request.  Accordingly, a response is currently anticipated by January 3, 2017. 
 
 

Sincerely,  
 
Vallery Lomas /s/ 
 
Vallery Lomas 
FOIL@schools.nyc.gov 
 

JAB/ma 
 









 
 

Howard Friedman 
General Counsel 

Joseph A. Baranello 
Central Records Access 
Officer & Agency Attorney 

Office of Legal Services 
NYC Dept. of Education 
52 Chambers Street 
Room 308 
New York, NY  10007 

+1.212.374.6888 tel. 
+1.212.374.5596 fax 

October 3, 2016 
 
 

VIA EMAIL 
Diane Tinsley 
dtinsley@cec5.org 
 
DOE# F12,297 
OpenRecords# FOIL- 2016-040-00092 
District 5 Libraries 
 
Dear Ms. Tinsley:  
 
This letter concerns the above-referenced Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) 
request.  Pursuant to section VI.B of Chancellor’s Regulation D-110, due to the 
volume and complexity of requests we receive and process, and to determine whether 
any records or portions thereof will be subject to redactions permitted under Public 
Officers Law §87(2), additional time is required to respond substantively to your 
request.  Accordingly, a response is currently anticipated by November 1, 2016. 
 
 

Sincerely,  
 
Joseph A. Baranello /s/ 
 
Joseph A. Baranello 
FOIL@schools.nyc.gov 
 

JAB/vl 
 



 
 

Howard Friedman 
General Counsel 

Joseph A. Baranello 
Central Records Access 
Officer & Agency Attorney 

Office of Legal Services 
NYC Dept. of Education 
52 Chambers Street 
Room 308 
New York, NY  10007 

+1.212.374.6888 tel. 
+1.212.374.5596 fax 

September 2, 2016 
 
 

VIA EMAIL 
Diane Tinsley 
dtinsley@cec5.org 
 
DOE# F12,297 
OpenRecords# FOIL- 2016-040-00092 
District 5 Libraries 
 
Dear Ms. Tinsley:  
 
This letter concerns the above-referenced Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) 
request.  Pursuant to section VI.B of Chancellor’s Regulation D-110, due to the 
volume and complexity of requests we receive and process, and to determine whether 
any records or portions thereof will be subject to redactions permitted under Public 
Officers Law §87(2), additional time is required to respond substantively to your 
request.  Accordingly, a response is currently anticipated by October 3, 2016. 
 
 

Sincerely,  
 
Joseph A. Baranello /s/ 
 
Joseph A. Baranello 
FOIL@schools.nyc.gov 
 

JAB/vl 
 



 
 

Charity Guerra 
General Counsel 

Joseph A. Baranello 
Central Records Access 
Officer & Agency Attorney 

Office of Legal Services 
NYC Dept. of Education 
52 Chambers Street 
Room 308 
New York, NY  10007 

+1.212.374.6888 tel. 
+1.212.374.5596 fax 

August 9, 2016 
 
 

VIA EMAIL 
Diane Tinsley 
dtinsley@cec5.org 
 
DOE# F12,297 
OpenRecords# FOIL- 2016-040-00092 
District 5 Libraries 
 
Dear Ms. Tinsley:  
 
Pursuant to the appeal determination of Howard Friedman, General Counsel of the New 
York City Department of Education, the Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) request 
referenced above has been re-calendared in order to conduct another search for responsive 
records.  We anticipate providing you with a response by September 2, 2016.   
 
In addition, if responsive records are located and identified for release, you will be 
notified of the cost of reproduction.  At that time, please make your check or money order 
payable to the New York City Department of Education and include the FOIL reference 
number on the instrument of payment.  Please be advised that Public Officers Law 
§ 87(1)(b)(iii) permits the DOE to charge a fee of 25¢ per photocopy not in excess of nine 
inches by fourteen inches, or the actual cost of reproducing any other record in accordance 
with Public Officers Law § 87(1)(c).   
 
 

Sincerely,  
 
Joseph A. Baranello /s/ 
 
Joseph A. Baranello 
FOIL@schools.nyc.gov 
 

JAB/nb 
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Title Privacy:

FOIL-2016-040-00092
Title: Schools in District 5 without functioning libraries
Request: The Community Education Council of District 5 is compiling data
for its annual report and based on a complaint we received from the
Harlem Council of Elders regarding the violation of middle and high school
students NYS rights as it pertains to them having functioning libraries and
certified librarians in their schools. We need to know how many middle and
high schools in district 5 have libraries and certified librarians.

 Public   Private
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Date: 04/27/2016 [06:23:45 AM MDT]
From: Harlem Council of Elders <info@harlemcouncilofelders.org>
To: rhasenyager@schools.nyc.gov
Cc: mdodes2@schools.nyc.gov, lellis3@schools.nyc.gov, enaylor@schools.nyc.gov,
lsmith9@schools.nyc.gov, mjacobs7@schools.nyc.gov
Subject: Re: Richard Hasenyager - Meeting and Information-Update Request re: School
Librarians in Harlem

Dear Mr. Hasenyager:

The Harlem Council of Elders is still interested in speaking with you and/or members of your
team regarding your office's efforts to ensure that all Harlem secondary schools provide access
to certified school librarians by the 2016-2017 school year. We would also like to bring you up to
speed on the petitioning that our growing coalition has been facilitating in front of selected
Harlem secondary-school buildings in order to inform students, parents, educators, and other
community members about students' right to school librarians and the absence of librarians in a
large majority of Harlem secondary schools.

Finally, as stated in our March 16th email below, we want to ensure that the librarian-vacancy
data we extracted from your website (and that we are sharing with the public) is completely
current. In addition to the alleged Central Park East High School discrepancy, the superintendent
of District 5 (where all but one or two secondary schools have been without school librarians for
several years) mentioned at a Community Board 9 education committee meeting on April 13th
that Frederick Douglass Academy, which, according to your vacancy list, does not have a school
librarian, does have a certified librarian who is providing the required services and instruction. If
that is accurate, 87.5% of secondary schools in District 5 (14 out of 16) are violating students'
right to certified librarians, down from 93.75% (15 out of 16). 

If you would, please reply to this email by this Friday, April 29.

Thank you again,

The Harlem Council of Elders

On 2016-03-16 20:12, Harlem Council of Elders wrote:

Good evening, Mr. Hasenyager:

We understand that your office has been following our campaign to ensure all Harlem
secondary-school students their rightful access to certified school librarians (and the required
information-literacy-skill instruction) by the 2016-2017 school year. The OLS Twitter account's
retweet of our post about our related online petition suggested that there might be room for
collaboration between our organizations toward addressing the absence of librarians in dozens
of Harlem middle and high schools. 

Representatives of our school-librarians-campaign committee would like to meet with you in
the near future to discuss our project, your office's present efforts with and on behalf of the
affected Harlem secondary schools, and ways that we might work together. Could you send us
your availability for a 30-45 minute meeting, there at your office or somewhere here in
Harlem, over the next two weeks?

We also want to ensure that the librarian-vacancy information we pulled from your website

Re: Richard Hasenyager - Meeting and Information-Update Re... https://box1035.bluehost.com:2096/cpsess4402723002/horde/i...

1 of 2 3/3/17, 8:07 PM



reflects your office's current understanding of school-librarian vacancies across Districts 3, 4, 5,
and 6. (The principal of the Central Park East High School, Bennet Lierberman, emailed us a
couple of weeks ago to protest our inclusion of his school in our spreadsheet of schools not
providing the necessary access to certified school librarians. According to him, his school has
employed a certified librarian for several years now and that individual provides school-library
services in a well-equipped library. We informed him that our information was pulled directly
from the NYC DOE OLS website, and promised we would reach out to your office for the latest
list of librarian vacancies in Manhattan/Harlem schools.)

Can you send us a list of the current vacancies (and continue to do so, say, once a month)?
Please see the attached spreadsheet.

Thank you,

Harlem Council of Elders
www.harlemcouncilofelders.org
www.twitter.com/HarlemElders
www.facebook.com/HarlemCouncilofElders
Sign our petition to honor Harlem students' right to school librarians: chn.ge/1JvRnaB

The Harlem Council of Elders fosters scholastic achievement among Harlem's youth, and mutual
understanding among Harlem’s youth, senior citizens, and community leaders. 

Re: Richard Hasenyager - Meeting and Information-Update Re... https://box1035.bluehost.com:2096/cpsess4402723002/horde/i...
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From:  "Harlem Council of Elders" <info@harlemcouncilofelders.org>
Subject:  Richard Hasenyager - Meeting and Information-Update Request re: School Librarians in Harlem
Date:  Wed, March 16, 2016 7:12 pm
To:  rhasenyager@schools.nyc.gov

Good evening, Mr. Hasenyager:

We understand that your office has been following our campaign to ensure all Harlem secondary-school students
their rightful access to certified school librarians (and the required information-literacy-skill instruction) by the
2016-2017 school year. The OLS Twitter account's retweet of our post about our related online petition suggested
that there might be room for collaboration between our organizations toward addressing the absence of librarians in
dozens of Harlem middle and high schools. 

Representatives of our school-librarians-campaign committee would like to meet with you in the near future to
discuss our project, your office's present efforts with and on behalf of the affected Harlem secondary schools, and
ways that we might work together. Could you send us your availability for a 30-45 minute meeting, there at your
office or somewhere here in Harlem, over the next two weeks?

We also want to ensure that the librarian-vacancy information we pulled from your website reflects your office's
current understanding of school-librarian vacancies across Districts 3, 4, 5, and 6. (The principal of the Central
Park East High School, Bennet Lierberman, emailed us a couple of weeks ago to protest our inclusion of his school
in our spreadsheet of schools not providing the necessary access to certified school librarians. According to him,
his school has employed a certified librarian for several years now and that individual provides school-library
services in a well-equipped library. We informed him that our information was pulled directly from the NYC DOE
OLS website, and promised we would reach out to your office for the latest list of librarian vacancies in
Manhattan/Harlem schools.)

Can you send us a list of the current vacancies (and continue to do so, say, once a month)? Please see the
attached spreadsheet.

Thank you,

Harlem Council of Elders
www.harlemcouncilofelders.org
www.twitter.com/HarlemElders
www.facebook.com/HarlemCouncilofElders
Sign our petition to honor Harlem students' right to school librarians: chn.ge/1JvRnaB

The Harlem Council of Elders fosters scholastic achievement among Harlem's youth, and mutual
understanding among Harlem’s youth, senior citizens, and community leaders. 

Attachments:
untitled-[1.1].plain

Size:2.4 k
Type:text/plain

Harlem Secondary Schools_Librarians_2.10.16.pdf
Size:25 k
Type:application/pdf
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Education (//www.dnainfo.com/new-york/topics/education)

77 Percent of Harlem Secondary Schools Don't Have
Librarians, Group Says
By Gustavo Solis (//www.dnainfo.com/new-york/about-us/our-team/editorial-team/gustavo-
solis) | January 26, 2016 3:58pm

@journogoose (http://twitter.com/journogoose)

   

HARLEM — Almost 80 percent of middle and high schools in the neighborhood are
violating state regulations by not having a certified librarian on staff, a local group
charges.

The Harlem Council of Elders (http://harlemcouncilofelders.org/), a local nonprofit
that promotes educational initiatives in the neighborhood, used publicly available
information (http://nycdoe.libguides.com/ld.php?content_id=8447408) to find out
that 27 out of 35 schools between 110th and 155th streets don’t employ
certified librarians.

“We were shocked and realized that it was imperative for us to respond to motivate the
state and city government to take action to correct this,” said Galen Kirkland, president
of the Harlem Council of Elders.

Many of the 27 schools seem to be violating state regulations requiring secondary
schools with a certain number of students to employ a certified librarian

The Harlem Counci l  of  Elders say 77 percent of local  middle and high schools don't  have a cert if ied l ibrarian on staff.  In many of the schools,  students don't  have access to a l ibrary at  a

View Full Caption DNAinfo/Gustavo Solis
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(http://www.p12.nysed.gov/technology/library/documents
/91.2Employmentofaschoollibrarymediaspecialist_1.pdf), he added.

In 2013 hearing, the city’s DOE said that about 50 percent of schools don’t have a
certified librarian. They credited the low number to a combination of lack of funding
and low applicant pool to fill librarian positions at public schools. (http://file:///Users
/gsolis/Downloads/Hearing%20Transcript.pdf)

Last year, the city's DOE began actively recruiting certified librarians with information
sessions and collaborating with colleges to recruit graduates. Almost 100 teachers have
attended the sessions so far, according to the DOE.

The Council of Elders believe this gap — 50 percent citywide versus 77 percent in
Harlem — “highlights a systematic failure to monitor and address racial and
socioeconomic disparities in access to basic education opportunities.”

“We knew that as soon as the larger community and those responsible for providing
educational services realized the magnitude of this injustice they would immediately be
able to focus on it and remedy it,” Kirkland said.

On Wednesday, Jan. 20, the group posted a petition online asking city and state officials
to have required levels of certified librarians in all Harlem schools by the 2016-2017
school year.

The petition has 59 signatures (http://www.change.org/p/governor-andrew-cuomo-
new-york-state-commissioner-of-education-maryellen-elias-new-york-state-board-
of-regents-chancellor-merryl-tisch-new-york-state-senator-bill-perkins-new-york-state-
senator-honor-harlem-students-right-to-school-librarians) as of Tuesday afternoon.

Their report focused specifically on whether schools had a certified librarian on staff,
not if they had a physical library space. They did come across one school that had
converted their library to a dance room, and plan to look into the issue in the future, the
Kirkland added.

The Council of Elders has not heard a response from state or city officials regarding
their online petition.

Gov. Andrew Cuomo (https://www.dnainfo.com/new-york/people/andrew-cuomo) and
the New York State Department of Education (http://www.nysed.gov/) did not respond
to questions about the petition.

A certified librarian was recently hired at one of the 27 schools — Hamilton Grange
Middle School (http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/06/M209/default.htm)— and
co-located schools who may not have their own librarian have access of another school's
librarian, according to the city's DOE.

"We have worked to increase student literacy from pre-k to 12th grade, including
through doubling middle-school after-school programs and our new NYC Reads 365
(http://schools.nyc.gov/academics/nycreads365) initiative, and we will continue to
work with schools, families, and community stakeholders to strengthen our students’
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Recommended

Get our daily Harlem news and alerts!

HARLEM (//WWW.DNAINFO.COM/NEW-YORK/MANHATTAN/HARLEM)

Crime & Mayhem (//www.dnainfo.com/new-york/topics/crime-mayhem)

Sanitation Worker Arrested for Choking His Girlfriend,
Police Say
By Dartunorro Clark (//www.dnainfo.com/new-york/about-us/our-team/editorial-
team/dartunorro-clark) | March 3, 2017 5:31pm

@DartDClark (http://twitter.com/DartDClark)

reading skills,” said spokesman Will Mantell. 

Even if co-located schools have access to another school’s librarian, it does not change
the fact that there are schools without certified librarians, Kirkland said.
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Subject
Harlem Secondary School Principals: Students'
Right to Certified Library Media Specialists

From Harlem Council of Elders <info@harlemcouncilofelders.org>

To

<blieberman2@schools.nyc.gov>, <dbaiz@schools.nyc.gov>,
<DSugrim2@schools.nyc.gov>, <Jsulliv3@schools.nyc.gov>,
<GQuesad@schools.nyc.gov>, <FPurice@schools.nyc.gov>,
<lnelson7@schools.nyc.gov>, <Bbradley3@schools.nyc.gov>,
<Lgenao3@schools.nyc.gov>, <glennel8@schools.nyc.gov> 23
more...

Cc

<mramire4@schools.nyc.gov>, <greeves@schools.nyc.gov>,
<aestrel3@schools.nyc.gov>, <ialtsch@schools.nyc.gov>,
<lrobinson5@schools.nyc.gov>, <dconyer@schools.nyc.gov>,
<fwalsh@schools.nyc.gov>

Bcc <joseph.rogers.jr@gmail.com>, <galenkirkland1@aol.com>,
<yallen9901@aol.com>

Date 2015-11-18 23:45

Harlem Council of Elders_Letter to Harlem MS HS Principals re Librarians_11.18.15.pdf (77 KB)
Harlem Secondary School Librarians_11.18.15.pdf (202 KB)

HARLEM COUNCIL OF ELDERS, INC.

10 WEST 135th STREET, SUITE 11P

NEW YORK, NEW YORK 10037

November 18, 2015

Dear Harlem Secondary School Principals:

The Harlem Council of Elders (HCE) has nurtured public-school students in Harlem for twenty years by
providing special-guest speakers for classrooms, sponsoring guided historical tours of Harlem, facilitating
school-assembly programs, promoting reading, and sharing guidance on how to obtain dignity and
fulfillment in one’s career and personal life.

Because of our concern for and investment in Harlem’s young people, our recent finding that, as of early
2015, over 75% of secondary schools in Harlem[1]—28 out of 36 district (non-charter[2]) schools,
spanning Community School Districts 3, 4, 5, and 6—do not provide access to certified school library media
specialists, a clear violation of students’ educational rights under New York State law. (Please find attached
a spreadsheet detailing our findings, which were validated earlier this year by the NYC Department of
Education.) That shocking figure greatly exceeds the roughly 50% NYC average that NYC DOE officials cited
in a New York City Council hearing on May 6, 2013.[3]

With such low average rates of literacy and college readiness among students in Harlem, contrasted with
the enormous academic potential of Harlem’s young people, HCE has resolved to do everything possible to
guarantee Harlem students their lawful right to appropriate school-library staff, instruction, and resources. 

In September, we sent a follow-up letter to the NYC DOE requesting answers to the questions below and
are eagerly awaiting a response.  

Are the budgets of NYC schools, including the librarian-less Harlem schools identified in our
research, sufficient to comply with all state mandates and constitutional obligations,
including the requirement that all secondary schools provide access to certified school
librarians?

1. 

What steps has the NYC DOE taken to ensure that all secondary-school principals
understand their obligation to provide access to librarians, and to support the principals’

2. 
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efforts to fulfill that obligation?
What recruitment efforts has the NYC DOE made since May 2013 toward hiring a sufficient
number of school librarians to comply with state mandates?

3. 

Does access to certified school librarians in Manhattan secondary schools vary by
community school district—i.e., are students in some districts less likely to have certified
librarians on staff? If so, which districts are home to greater percentages of secondary
schools presently without certified librarians?

4. 

How can the Harlem Council of Elders and other interested organizations support the NYC
DOE’s efforts to ensure students adequate access to certified librarians in all secondary
schools in Harlem? (We would welcome the opportunity to meet with you at your earliest
convenience in order to devise a joint strategy.)

5. 

As we await an official response from the DOE, we welcome any information or suggestions that
you might offer, ideally by November 25.

HCE believes in the awesome power of school libraries and school librarians to instill in young people a love
of reading as well the information-literacy skills that students need in order to succeed in college, the work
force, and other post-secondary endeavors. We also believe that schools and school districts must follow
New York’s laws governing the provision of basic educational services.

We hope you will consider our organization an ally in those vital pursuits.

Sincerely,

The Harlem Council of Elders

cc: Superintendent Ilene Altschul, Community School District 3

Superintendent Alexandra Estrella, Community School District 4

Superintendent Gail Reeves, Community School District 5

Superintendent Manuel Ramirez, Community School District 6

Superintendent Fred Walsh, Manhattan High Schools (District 3, CUNY/Urban Assembly)

Superintendent Donald Conyers, Manhattan High Schools (Districts 4, 5, 6)

Superintendent LaShawn Robinson, Transfer High Schools

[1] The commonly accepted geographical borders of Harlem are 110th Street on the west side, 96th Street
on the east side, and 155th Street in the north.

[2] We were unable to locate comparable data for charter schools in Harlem, but are interested in their
numbers as well.

[3] For a transcript of the hearing, see http://on.nyc.gov/1K4VVOw.

--

Harlem Council of Elders
www.harlemcouncilofelders.org

The Harlem Council of Elders fosters scholastic achievement among Harlem's youth, and mutual

understanding among Harlem’s youth, senior citizens, and community leaders. 
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