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                                                         The Grapevine 
        “I am the true vine,  

                 and my Father is the vinegrower.” 
                                                        John 15:1 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   The Grapevine   “I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower.”    

                                                       John 15:1 
 

From:  Rev. Anne Fisher, 
Transitional Pastor 
 

 20 Questions for BLOOM: recently 

we  asked Melissa Musliner, Director 

of Bloom Early Learning and Child 

Care,  20 questions about the Bloom 
program.    The    answers    to    these 

questions will help Plymouth Presbyterian envision how a 

Bloom satellite, housed in our building, will fit into our 

church ministry. 

1. Tell us about Bloom. 

Our  mission:   passionately   strive   to   break   the  cycle  of 

poverty   at   the   start   through   nurturing   care   and   an 
exceptional   early  learning   program.   We  prepare  young 

children for success in school and enable their parents to 

pursue educational and employment opportunities. 
 

Our vision: Transform the lives of economically disadvan-

taged families and alleviate the unmet need for early learn-

ing and care. 

Our tagline: A passion to nurture each child, a mission to 

make it affordable. 

We passionately believe: 

 All children deserve a loving and nurturing start in life 

 Applying proven best practices in early childhood devel-

opment and kindergarten readiness are the keys to ex-

ceptional outcomes for children. 

 Empowering low-income parents to work or go back to 

school to become qualified for a career path can trans-

form families and give them the chance to climb out of 

poverty. 

 Low-income families become stronger, healthier and 

more self-sufficient with extended support services 

through our partnership with other community organi-

zations, government agencies, and local school districts. 

 We can and do make a difference in the lives of chil-

dren, their families and our community – both today 

and in the future.                              Continued on Page 2 

 

Calendar  for  August  15 — August 31 
 

 

Tuesday, August 15                   

10:00 a.m.   Staff Meeting 

12:00 p.m.   Grapevine—Resumes printing  
                       twice a month  
 6:30 p.m.    Zumba Class  
Wednesday, August 16     

 7:00 p.m.    Building & Grounds 

Sunday, August 20                 

  9:30 a.m.    Worship 

 10:45 a.m.   Prayer Chain Group 

Monday, August 21 

  7:00 p.m.    Pastor Nominating Committee 

Tuesday, August 22 

10:00 a.m.    Staff Meeting 

  6:30 p.m.    Zumba Class  

Wednesday, August 23 

  1:00 p.m.    Book Club 

Friday, August 25  

12:00 p.m.   GRAPEVINE DEADLINE 

Sunday, August 27 

 9:30 a.m.    Worship                                               

Monday, August 28 

 7:00 p.m.     Pastor Nominating Committee 

Tuesday, August 29 

10:00 a.m.    Staff Meeting 

 6:30 p.m.     Zumba Class  
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 Next Grapevines will 

       be published  

        August 31 . 
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Continued from Page 1 

We make it work with: 

 High quality infant through pre-K curriculum and 

care, exceptional teachers and staff, low child-to-

adult ratios and an intimate, loving environment. 

 Half our capacity dedicated to children from low-
income families, resulting in a unique, diverse mix 

of social and economic backgrounds that benefits 

all the children and strengthens our entire commu-

nity. 

 Committed Bloom families who support each oth-

er. 

 Our scholarship fund that provides tuition assis-

tance to families who are struggling financially. 

 Support from Messiah United Methodist Church 

members, gifts from individual donors and contri-

butions from corporations and foundations.  

 Community partners like Interfaith Outreach, Car-

ing for Kids, and Wayzata Public Schools. 
 

Bloom is a successful program with a 17-year track rec-

ord of nurturing and educating children and empower-
ing their parents. In addition to Department of Human 

Services licensing, Bloom has voluntarily pursued and 

earned accreditation from the National Association for 

the Education of Young Children (NAEYC), the gold 

standard for early childhood programs across the 

country.  Bloom  also  has  attained  the  highest  rating 

(4 stars) from Parent Aware. Ratings allow Minnesota 
families to identify programs that use research-based 

best practices to prepare children for kindergarten. 
 

Our programs are vibrant, engaging, individualized and 

tailored to each age group. To promote school readi-

ness, we have adopted the Creative Curriculum, based 
on 38 objectives for development and learning, which 

are aligned with state early learning standards. In addi-

tion, we use Second Step curriculum, a social-

emotional program to teach children concepts such as 
empathy, friendship skills, and problem solving. This 

curriculum is boosted by our Virtues program, a char-

acter building curriculum in which we teach and model 

values such as patience, kindness, and celebrating 
differences. We also incorporate the Minnesota  

Continue to Column 2 on this page  

Continued from Page 2—Column 1 

Department of Health’s Learning About Nutrition  

Through Activities (LANA) program; its goal is to 

help young children learn to taste, eat and enjoy 

more fruits and vegetables to promote good health. 

Finally, through enrichment programs, our children 
are exposed to music and art. For example, we had 

an artist-in-residence from the Minnetonka Center 

for the Arts work with the children to develop a clay 

mural.   
The other 19 questions and responses are available 

on the table in the Narthex. There will be an oppor-

tunity to hear more and ask your own questions on 

Wednesday evening September 6, at 7:00 PM in 

the Fireside Room where Melissa will be with us.  

Blessings,            Anne 

Sign up in the Narthex for the All 

Church Retreat October 13- 15 as we 

take on Harry Potter and faith.  Cost is 

$90 per night for a room housing more 

than two people and $73 for a double 

room.  (scholarships  are  available.)   The  Retreat 

includes Harry Potter fans to those who have never 

heard  of  Harry  Potter  and   everyone in-between. 

Mark  your  Calendars  

for Defibrillator  Training 

(Heart  Machine):                                             

October  8th,  10:45  

a.m. after  worship.  If  

AEDs were more  readily 

available,  approximately  

 50,000 lives could be                                             

saved each year.  

             Be a Strong Link in the Chain of Survival. 

Please sign up to help serve at  

the Interfaith  Outreach  Food  

Shelf  on Wednesday,  August  

30th  from  5:30-8:00  PM.   All  

family members  are  welcome  from  high school 

and older. Sign up in the Narthex.  
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 The Kingdom of Heaven is Like... 

 

Rev. Anne Fisher will 

be gone August 11– 24. 

   Elder Erik Koehler 

will be delivering the 

sermon August 20th. 

Great Expectations Breakfast – 
Change the Odds for Struggling Kids 

Did you know hundreds of preschool 
kids and over 1,600 school-age kids   
and young adults  in our  community  
are  not  achieving  critical educa-
tional benchmarks? Interfaith Out-
reach & Community Partners and 
the Wayzata and Orono School Dis-

tricts   are   anchor   partners  in Great Expectations, 
which coordinates the goodwill and resources of our 
community  to  set  all  our  kids  on  the  path  to  suc-
cess  from cradle to career. 
Come and  earn what community-based Action 
Teams have discovered could change  the  odds  for  
struggling  kids… and  how  YOU can help. 

Attend the Great Expectations Breakfast- Wednesday, 
Aug. 23, 7:30-9 a.m., at Wayzata Community Church. 
Breakfast is complimentary but please register at 
iocp.ejoinme.org/GE. Goodwill donations are grate-
fully accepted at the event or at iocp.org/donate. 

 

On Sunday July 30, Pastor Anne asked the congregation to complete the following: The Kingdom of Heaven is 

Like… People responded and we have made that response into the following Wordle.  

Fall Kickoff & Potluck! 

September 10 is our Welcome to 
Fall   Sunday,   with   a   Potluck 
following church. A Sign-up will be 
available   for   Fall   programs   and 
activities. This will be the first week 
of Sunday School. Please bring a 
dish to share! 

http://iocp.ejoinme.org/GE
http://iocp.org/donate
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PPC Pastor Nominating Committee (PNC) Update! 

We want you to know what’s going on behind the 

scenes in our search for our next Pastor.  We’ve made 

verbal   announcements   in   several   Sunday  worship 

Services: but hope to reach everyone through the 

newsletter and Bulletins.  Your PNC has been busy 

meeting weekly again after our head pastor posting 

was approved by Session in July.  Subsequently, a   

pastor posting was entered online for the PCUSA’s 

online matching service.  

 

Our initial match report from the end of July led to 32 

candidates, in addition to a few self-referrals.  Three 

of these candidates in the match   report,  although  

active  in  the  system,  were 

already serving elsewhere or in final talks with another 

call.  These applicants have been removed from the 

pool. One applicant determined we were not a good 

match for him and turned down the match. So, he too 

was removed. Presently, we are working hard to weed 

out poor matches. Soon, initial telephone interviews, 

with candidates we’ve chosen as good matches for 

PPC, will be scheduled.  Please continue to pray for the 

PNC as we work to find the next vibrant leader for 

PPC’s Pastor to lead us into the next chapter of our 

ministry! 

Melonie Robran, PPC PNC Chair 

Plymouth on Parade 

Join  us  September  23,   to  march  in  Plymouth  on 

Parade! We will be handing out information on PPC 

and candy! We need a big group so we can reach as 

many people as possible! Help tell Plymouth what 

you like about PPC! Watch for a sign-up sheet in the 

Narthex soon. If you have any questions please email  

fellowship@plymouthpc.org or contact Jan Lillemo. 

 

 Summer Church Office Hours Ending soon!   

                Regular Hours Return September  5th,  

 

 9:00a.m.-12:00p.m. 

       and  

 12:30p.m.–3:30p.m.(M-F) 

 
Homework Club – 100 volunteers 

needed to help students (K-5) 

complete their homework, gain 

confidence in school and form 

meaningful relationships.  Individ-

uals  from  diverse  backgrounds  

encouraged  to apply;  our  youth 

love  having mentors and role models who look and 

sound  like  them.  Open to  high  school  and  adult  

volunteers. No previous tutoring experience is re-

quired (training is provided). Contact us now to 

begin volunteering in the fall.  Contact Liz at  

lerstad-hicks@iocp.org  or 763-489 7506. 
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