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The  Grapevine  “I  am  the  true  vine,  and  my  Father  is  the  vinegrower.” 

                             John  15:1 

From:    Rev.  Jeff Foels, 
 

With the changing leaves and cooler temps, it’s clear 

that fall is upon us! On Sunday, October 7th, we will be          

celebrating World Communion Sunday. On that day, 

churches around the world will be celebrating the 

Lord’s Supper as they gather, celebrating our oneness 

as they do. It is always fun for me to imagine the     

communities spread around the world celebrating: 

those further north that are already seeing snow,    

tropical areas that have very little season change, even 

places like Australia where October means it’s 

spring.  We celebrate our connection with all these 

churches, and we also take a special offering for     

Peace and Global Witness,  to share what we have with 

those in need. Hope to see you all on October 7th! 

Blessings,         Jeff 

 

Calendar for October 1-15 
 

Tuesday, October 2 

7:00 p.m. Care Team 6 — Pat & Adam 

Wednesday, October 3 

9:30 a.m. GIFT (Growing in Faith Together) 

 Group 

Tuesday, October 4 

7:00 p.m. Care Team 4  —Sandy & Jake 

Friday, October 5 

6:30—8:30 p.m. Chinese Dance Class 

Saturday, October 6 

 2:00 p.m. Care Team 1  —Janet & Abby          

  (gathering at Menary’s Home) 

Sunday, October 7 

 8:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

 9:30 a.m. Worship- Rev. Jeff Foels 

10:45 a.m. Care Team 3  —Jan & JoJo 

Wednesday, October 10 

11:00 a.m. GIFT Group to SummerWood 

12:00 p.m. GRAPEVINE DEADLINE 

  5:30 p.m. Deacon’s Meeting 

  7:00 p.m. Care Team 2  —Ann & Donna 

Friday, October 12 

  6:30—8:30 p.m. Chinese Dance Class 

               ALL CHURCH RETREAT Oct 12-14 

Saturday, October 13 

9:00 a.m. P.W. of PTCA Fall Gathering 

9:30 a.m. Baker’s Group 

Sunday, October 14 

8:00 a.m. Choir Rehearsal 

9:30 a.m. Worship- Rev. Jeff Foels 
   
 

Monday, October 15 

7:00 p.m. Session Meeting 
 

PLYMOUTH  PRESBYTERIAN  CHURCH 
3755  Dunkirk  Ln N 

Plymouth,  MN  55446 
763-559-2946 

www.plymouthpc.org     

November 4th will be this year's Commitment      

Sunday.  Throughout October, we'll be thinking as a 

congregation about what it means to join together in 

stewardship and commitment. 
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P.W. of PTCA FALL GATHERING Join us Saturday,      
October 13th,  9 a.m. —3 p.m. at the Fall Gathering for 
Presbyterian Women hosted by our "next-door     
neighbor" Calvin Presbyterian Church, 177 Glendale 
Drive, Long Lake, MN  
 

We’ll discover that:  MISSION is IM POSSIBLE’ 
 

Celebrating 230 years of Women in      

Mission Our Work DOES Make a             

Difference!  

Our Speakers are: 

Kara Vanderkamp—REMEMBER NIGER COALITION 

Carol Nelson, M.D.—RURAL HEALTH CARE INITIATIVE 

Monica Groves—THE DWELLING PLACE   

 

Agenda for the Day 

9:00 Registration, Displays, Coffee and Refreshments 

9:45 Welcome, Greeting and Roll Call, Lighting of 

Christ Candle, Devotions and Meeting 

10:15 Speaker, Kara VanderKamp 

10:55 Speaker, Dr. Carol Nelson 

11:25 Speaker, Monica Groves 

12:15 Lunch 

1:15 Worship and Communion, Rev. Bebe Baldwin 

2:00 Time to Review Displays; Ask Questions; Learn 

More About Mission, Compassion, Justice and 

Peace 

2:45 Closing Song and Extinguish Christ Candle 

REGISTRATION IS $15. ALL REGISTRATIONS 
MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN SATURDAY,            

OCTOBER 6. -(further information is posted in the       
Narthex—along with registration forms)  
 

Anyone who wants to car pool from church please         

e-mail Lu Wilmot at luwilmot@yahoo.com 

 

The Peace & Global   

Witness Offering is 

received during the   

Season of Peace,  

which ends on World         

Communion Sunday, 

October 7th.  Look for 

the insert and 

envelope in your 

bulletin. 
 

With this offering, 

the church promotes 

Christ’s peace by addressing systems of injustice 

across the world. Our congregation gives 25% to a 

local organization. The Presbytery will use 25%, 

and the remaining 50% will be used by the        

Presbyterian Mission Agency to  advocate for 

peace and justice in cultures of violence, including 

our own. Go to http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/

peace-global.html for more information. 

Plymouth      

Presbyterian 

Church Memorial 

Dinner- All who 

are remembering  

and mourning 

the loss of a 

loved one are invited to  attend. The Deacons will 

be hosting a memorial dinner on Sunday, October 

28, 2018.  We will gather for a time of fellowship 

at 5:00 p.m.  followed by dinner at  5:30 p.m.  and 

a brief service of remembrance at 6:15 p.m.  If you 

and your family would like to attend,  please RSVP 

by Wednesday,  October 24th either contacting 

the church office,  your Deacon Care Team or 

sending  a note to deacons@plymouthpc.org.   

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peace-global.html
http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peace-global.html
mailto:deacons@plymouthpc.org


 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 A Note from the Clerk of  

Session 

The following article is from a 

series of monthly PCUSA 

blogs distributed to ruling 

elders. I think there are other 

members who would also 

appreciate what the author has to say. 

“When We Get to ‘Not Enough’” by Joan Gray - 

September 17, 2018 

The story of the feeding of the 5,000 in Mark 6 starts 

with the disciples coming to Jesus and asking him to 

send the people away to buy food for themselves. 

Jesus responds to this well-meaning advice by saying, 

“You give them something to eat” (Mk. 6:37). The 

disciples look at the crowd and then look at what 

they have to offer, and their response to Jesus is   

basically, “It’s not enough!” 

This same scene also plays itself out in the church 

repeatedly. Our congregation’s energy, facilities, and 

money can all seem pitifully lacking. Budget season 

especially can seem like a yearly opportunity to have 

our noses rubbed in the reality of “It’s not enough.” 

Sometimes it may seem that we, ourselves, are not 

enough. The work of officers in the church carries big 

responsibilities and serving as leaders can quickly 

push us to a place of inadequacy. 

What I have discovered over the years is that these 

places of insufficiency are invitations to experience 

God’s sufficiency. They challenge us to look away 

from ourselves and what we have or do not have to 

God who has everything we need. The truth is that as 

long as we feel we have enough of what we need to 

get by, we are tempted to leave God out of the  

equation. Spiritual leadership may turn into a           

do-it-yourself project. Times of “not enough” are  

really a blessing! They call us to take what we do 

have and through  prayer  put  it  in  Jesus’ hands and                     
 

(When We Get to…Continued to next column) 

  (When We Get to ...Continued from prev. column) 

ourselves along with it. 

The story says that when the disciples gave Jesus 

their bits of bread and fish, he took it and blessed it 

and broke it, and he made it enough. How he did 

this is a mystery to me. But the truth that he does 

do it is something to which believers down through 

the centuries can testify. For instance, read the    

accounts  of George Müller's ministry with orphans 

in Bristol, England, in the 1800s. He and his wife 

gave more  than 10,000 orphans a safe place to 

grow up without  ever asking for money from       

anyone but God. Müller is credited with this       

comment on his experience: “The beginning of    

anxiety is the end of faith, and the beginning of true 

faith is the end of anxiety.” 

When we are in need, we are called through prayer 

to put what we do have (even if it is only our         

inadequacy) into the hands of Jesus. His promise is 

to take our bits and pieces and make them enough. 

And he usually does it in such a way that there are 

leftovers, just to sharpen the point. This does not 

mean that we will get just what we want when we 

want it. It does mean that God’s grace will be      

sufficient to do what God wants to be done. 

 

Save the Date! 

During worship on 

Sunday, October 

28th,  together 

with the Presbytery 

of the Twin Cities    

Area, we will       

celebrate the      

Installation of Jeff Foels to be our pastor here at 

Plymouth Presbyterian Church. We look forward to 

this joyful  occasion! 

https://www.georgemuller.org/
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/238228-the-beginning-of-anxiety-is-the-end-of-faith-and
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/238228-the-beginning-of-anxiety-is-the-end-of-faith-and
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/238228-the-beginning-of-anxiety-is-the-end-of-faith-and
https://www.goodreads.com/quotes/238228-the-beginning-of-anxiety-is-the-end-of-faith-and


 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please join us for a fun weekend at Clearwater    

Forest at the All Church Retreat on October 12-14, 

2018. This may be just what you need!  It’s a      

beautiful place to get away and see the tree colors.  

The cost is $80 for 2 bedroom rooms ( 1-Queen & 1 

Twin) and $95 for 3 bedroom rooms ( 1-Queen & 2 

Twins) per night.  Pastor Foels will be joining us, so it 

will be a great chance to get to know him.  Sign-up 

and info on rates is posted in the narthex.  

Clearwater now provides linens and towels at no 

cost so no need to bring your own. 

Clearwater Forest is a place for families of all          

generations and life stages to come together to    

practice love for one incredible camp weekend.  

A stunningly beautiful camp and retreat setting on 

Clearwater Lake in central Minnesota, Clearwater 

Forest has been changing lives in God’s woods and 

waters since 1954.  Come find beauty, peace,          

renewal, joy, connection and spirit, while enjoying 

acres of pristine forest and lake shore. Clearwater is a 

place to unplug and rejuvenate with the power of  

nature.  

Clearwater is a magical place both in presence and in 

spirit.  It is a place where people come to sing,        

celebrate, worship and play together.  It is a place of 

acceptance that encourages people to find their   

commonalities and embrace their differences.  It is 

over 1,000 acres of mostly unspoiled forest and lake 

shore, where kayaking, canoeing and water sports are 

a way of life.  Most of all, Clearwater Forest is a place 

where many feel closest to God and free to connect 

with their spirituality.  

Bloom Early Learning  and 

Child Care at Plymouth   

Presbyterian Church 
 

As you know, we anticipate 

opening Bloom Early     

Learning and Child Care in 

May 2019. But you don’t 

have to wait  to get involved! 

 
 

Volunteer  today! 

• Quilters needed! We provide every child 

who comes to Bloom with a hand-made 

quilt to wrap them in love.  Start now!  We 

can share samples of what others have 

made to show  the size. 
 

•  Join the Marketing Committee We           

especially need people experienced in   

marketing, public relations, social media, 

writing, videography and photography. 

Share your talents with us! 

 

 

• Join the Friends of Bloom committee to       

develop and maintain strong ties between 

Bloom  and  PPC. 
 

• Sign up for one-time volunteer activities,  

such as stuffing envelopes or providing    

hospitality at an event. 

 
 

For more information and to sign up, please contact 

Melissa Musliner,  Bloom Executive Director, at 

melissa@bloomearlylearning.org  or  612-325-2077. 

 

   Grapevines— Published 

   the end of the month and 

   the 15th. 

mailto:melissa@bloomearlylearning.org


 

Our guest preacher on Sunday, 

September 30th, will be Phillip 

Romine, who serves as         

Director of Admissions at   

United Theological Seminary of 

the Twin Cities.  He regularly 

preaches (and sometimes 

teaches) throughout the 

Presbytery of the Twin Cities area.  He is an avid  an-

gler,  homebrewer, reader of anything in German,  

listener of music, and bona fide theology nerd.  He 

loves living in NE Minneapolis with his spouse Liz,  

his child Hugo,  and his dog Lorelei.  

Care Team Gatherings —  

(meeting  at  PPC  Fireside Room unless otherwise  

noted) 

Care Team 6 Tuesday, October 2– 7:00 p.m. Pat  

               & Adam 

Care Team 4 Thursday, October 4– 7:00 p.m.  

       Sandy & Jake 

Care Team 1 Saturday, October 6– 2:00 p.m.  

       Janet & Abby 

                (meeting at Menary’s Home) 

Care Team 3  Sunday, October 7– 10:45 a.m. 

                                              Jan & JoJo 

Care Team 2 Wednesday, October 10– 7:00 p.m. 

                          Ann & Donna 

Bloom Update 

Bloom Update- The Bloom/

PPC conditional use approv-

al process is  active, and 

blue signs are posted on our 

property informing the   

public.  Bloom must receive 

approval from the City of  Plymouth to create a child 

care center in a church.  The city process should be 

finalized by the first week of October.   

If you or any of our neighbors have questions, we 

have created a one-page information sheet,     

available at PPC in the office and Narthex.  

As is well known by now 

throughout the world      

Harvey Ball, a commercial 

artist from Worcester,    

Massachusetts created the 

smiley face in 1963. The  

smiley-face image went on 

to be the most recognizable 

symbol of good will and 

cheer on the planet. 

As the years passed, Harvey Ball became             

concerned about the over-commercialization of  

his symbol,  and how its original meaning and     

intent had become lost in the constant repetition 

of the marketplace.  Out of that concern came his 

idea for World Smile Day®. He thought that we, all 

of us, should devote one day each year to smiles 

and kind acts throughout the world.  The smiley 

face knows no politics and no geography.  Harvey’s 

idea was that for at least one day each year,       

neither should we.  He declared that the first Friday 

in October each year would henceforth be World 

Smile Day®. Ever since that first World Smile Day® 

held in 1999, it has continued every year in        

Smiley's hometown of Worcester, MA and around 

the world. 


