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PROJECT NEWS

BOSTON, MA –  Gaston Electrical 
Company, based in Norwood, MA, 
has completed the 130,000 square-
foot multi-floor tenant fit-up of 
WeWork’s Back Bay location at 31 
St. James Avenue.  The compre-
hensive electrical project included 

installation of power distribution 
throughout the offices, elaborate 
custom lighting and lighting control 
system, and the design/build of the 
facility’s fire alarm system.  The 
NECA Boston contractor also pro-
vided tel/data installations, includ-

ing WiFi, on one of 
the three floors.

Gaston man-
aged project opera-
tions supervising 
a field crew of 40 
IBEW Local 103 
electricians in an 
accelerated three-
and-a-half month 
project schedule, 
which commenced 
in December 2016.  

WeWork opened their new Back Bay 
co-working office facility in March 
2017. This is the company’s fourth 
location in Greater Boston, with 
other offices located in Fort Point, 
South Station and Cambridge.

T&T Electrical Completes  
Wynn Boston Harbor 

Construction Headquarters 
Building, Everett, MA

NECA Contractor completes first building on 
Wynn Casino site; GC: Suffolk Construction; 

EE: AECOM, Boston, MA

CAMBRIDGE, MA – J&M Brown 
Company, Inc. (JMB), headquar-
tered in Jamaica Plain, MA, 
is on schedule with the compre-
hensive electrical construction of 
MIT’s new Theater Arts facility at 
Building W97, 345 Vassar Street, 
in Cambridge, a project that entails 
the complete reshaping and  reno-
vation of a former warehouse at 
that location.

The facility will house new 
rehearsal spaces, studios, costume 
and scene design shops, dressing 
rooms and performance space for 
the MIT Theater Arts program. 
J&M Brown is providing upgrades 

of the building’s infrastructure as 
well as all electrical systems. JMB’s 
scope includes installation of a new 
electrical distribution system, fire 
alarm system, and LED lighting 
integrated to an advanced lighting 
control system with occupancy sen-
sors.  The renovation was preceded 
by the complete gutting of the exist-
ing building. 

J&M Brown’s low-voltage 
division, Spectrum Integrated 
Technologies, is providing the facili-
ty’s security and AV system installa-
tions, working with AV Consultant, 
Boston Light & Sound.   The facil-
ity’s sophisticated and extensive AV 

systems required more than 35 sep-
arate conduit runs, which connect  
the performance area to the AV 
control room.  

Two months of pre-construc-
tion planning was a critical com-
ponent of the project, as JMB and 
Spectrum will meet the aggres-
sive four-month construction 
schedule. The implementation of 
full CAD coordination has been a 
significant factor in streamlining 

the construction project.
JMB Construction Group 

Operations Manager Bob Carabia, 
PM Matt Noon, and Foreman 
Darryl Weiss are supervising the 
JMB project team with a field crew 
comprised of more than 29 elec-
tricians and technicians at peak 
construction.  Spectrum PM Mike 
Anderson is heading the Audio 
Visual project.

J&M Brown is on a project team 

that includes the architectural firm 
designLAB Architects of Boston, 
construction manager Shawmut 
Design and Construction of Boston, 
and engineering firm Vanderweil 
Engineers, also of Boston.  The proj-
ect has a sustainability focus and is 
targeting LEED Gold certification.

The new home for MIT Theater 
Arts program is schedule for com-
pletion in March.

EVERETT, MA –  In November 
2016, T&T Electrical Contractors, 
headquartered in Everett, MA, 
completed electrical construction of 
the Wynn Boston Harbor Casino’s 
construction headquarters facility 
on Charlton Street in Everett.  T&T 
provided design-assist services in 
the comprehensive electrical proj-
ect at the nearly 20,000 square- 
foot building, managing its crew 
of 18 electricians in the fast-track, 
4-month project. 

The facility, the first on the mas-
sive 13-acre resort casino site, is 
serving as the construction head-
quarters facility for the Wynn con-
struction management team, gener-

al contractor Suffolk Construction, 
and project architects. Once the 
Wynn resort casino is complete in 
June 2019, the building will become 
a warehouse storage building as 
well as a greenhouse for the casino.

Fellow NECA Boston contrac-
tor LAN-TEL Communications, of 
Norwood, MA provided tel/data and 
security installations.

Wynn officials have estimated 
upwards of 4,000 construction 
workers will be hired during the 
course of the three-year construc-
tion of the 24-story hotel and casino 
project, destined to be among the 
largest private developments in 
state history.

J&M Brown Nears Completion of MIT Theater Arts Facility –  
Building W97 at 345 Vassar Street, Cambridge, MA

NECA contractor teaming with CM: Shawmut Design & Construction;  
Spectrum Integrated Technologies providing Security & AV System Installations; Boston Light & Sound AV Consultant

Gaston Electrical Completes Fast-track  
WeWork Back Bay Office Fit-out in Boston
NECA contractor teams with Architect: CBT Architects, 

Boston, MA; GC: UA Builders, Astoria, NY; EE: MQ Consulting, 
Watertown, CT; Owner: Capital Properties of New York

EDUCATION NEWS

At the February NECA / Wentworth Student Chapter meeting, A. Murphy's PM Joshua Trainer  
(3rd from left) spoke to the WIT Student Chapter about the company and his role in the industry. 
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NECA Boston Chapter on Building Pathways Employer Panel
WEST NEWTON, MA – On March 
6th, NECA Boston Chapter was rep-
resented by McDonald Electrical’s Vice 
President Tom Cooney and Chapter 
Assistant Manager Kristen Gowin on 
a Building Pathways  Employer Panel 
that presented to the first year Build-
ing Pathways Pre-apprenticeship class 
of nearly 20 young men and women. 
The focus of the presentations centered 
on the relationship between CMs, GCs 
and subcontractors; expectations for fu-
ture work in the area; and key qualities 
that are important for apprentice/jour-
neyworkers to exhibit. It was valuable 
for the Building Pathways participants 
to hear directly from employers in the 
industry and organizations that repre-
sent their companies. The panel discus-
sion was moderated by Building Path-
ways Executive Director Mary Vogel 
and held at the organization’s offices in 
Roxbury. We trust the pre-apprentices 
will heed the important advice that 
was shared to ensure their successful 
pursuit of careers in the trades. 

Building Pathways is sponsored by 
the Building and Construction Trades 
Council of the Metropolitan District 
in partnership with Action for Boston 
Community Development and the Bos-
ton Housing Authority.

Panelists:
Thomas A. Cooney,  
VP, Chief Operating Officer,  
McDonald Electrical Corp.
Kristen Gowin,  
NECA Assistant Manager
Tammy Ferland,  
JC Higgins Corp.  
John Ferrante,  
Building Trade Employers Association 
Tom Steeves, TJ McCartney, Inc. 
John Elliot, Turner Construction 
Moderator: Mary Vogel,  
Executive Director of Building 
Pathways

NECA Boston Conducts  
Advanced Revit MEP  

Electrical Training Workshop
Dorchester, MA – On Jan. 17 and 18, 
NECA Boston held an advanced Revit 
MEP and BIM continuing-ed work-
shop at the Greater Boston JATC.  
Fifteen project managers and CADD 
coordinators from NECA member 
firms Averill Electric, J&M Broøwn, 
All-Pro Electric, Viscom, Sullivan & 
McLaughlin, Ayer Electric and Bent 
Electrical attended. Contractors 
learned tools for parametric engineer-
ing design and documentation and 
went step by step through work shar-
ing in the Revit MEP platform. The 
program was the second in a two-part 
training program. A Fundamentals in 
Revit MEP and BIM workshop was 
held in November 2016. NECA plans 
to hold the two-part BIM program 
again in Summer and Fall 2017.

EDUCATION NEWS


