
 

 

THE STAR Rooted in Christ  •  Growing in Faith  •  Reaching to Invite and Serve 

FEBRUARY 2018 

Epiphany Evangelical Lutheran Church 
Elmhurst, Illinois 

 

February 14, 2018 
11 a.m. and 7 p.m. 

Ash Wednesday Liturgy with Holy Communion and the Imposition of Ashes 

 

5:30 p.m. 
Worship using “Unfailing Light,” a beautiful evening setting of Holy Communion 

 

8:00 a.m. 
Traditional worship with Holy Communion 

9:30 a.m. 
Blended worship with Holy Communion 

 
At all weekend worship services, we’ll continue our reading through the Gospel of John. 

 

11 a.m.  
Contemplative worship in the Epiphany Center using the sung prayers of Taizé 

6:15-7:00 p.m. 
Soup Supper in the Epiphany Center 

7:15 p.m. 
Worship in the sanctuary using “Holden Evening Prayer.” 

THEME: Continuing in the Covenant of Baptism 
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 As proof that we can find humor in even the most serious 
 subjects, it has been noted by many that this year the season 
 of Lent begins and ends on interesting dates. Ash Wednesday 
 is on Valentine’s Day, and Easter Sunday is April Fool’s Day. 
 That’s obviously just a coincident based on the calendar and 
 goofy way we determine the dates of Lent, but there’s also 
 some theological significance. 

 
The easy connection is Ash Wednesday on Valentines Day. The experience of coming 
forward to receive ashes on our foreheads is a sobering one. It’s a privilege to be the 
one imposing the ashes, but it is also daunting. The idea of one “returning to dust” is 
very real when we place the ashes on the forehead of someone who is very old or has a 
serious illness. I often wonder, “Is this the last time I will give her/him ashes?” I also get 
a lump in my throat when I repeat those words as I give ashes to children. It’s a star-
tling reminder that even children aren’t spared the realities of death. 
 
But our reminder that “you are dust, and to dust you shall return” is not a morose kind 
of resignation. Ash Wednesday begins the season of Lent, which leads to Easter and 
the promise that the same loving God who breathed life into that first dust will breathe 
the breath of new life into us when our time on earth is done. If Valentine’s Day is 
about love, then what greater love can we celebrate than the one that promises life 
forever! 
 
Not quite so obvious is the connection between Easter Sunday and April Fool’s Day. 
April Fool’s Day is about trickery and deception. The ultimate deception was Christ’s 
victory over death and the devil. In the worldview of the Bible, the devil thought that 
death was his tool. When one died, sin and evil had won the battle. But, guess what? 
APRIL FOOLS! Jesus is Lord not only over life, but death, too. Jesus pulled the greatest 
April Fool’s joke ever. What looked like death was really life. And that life is for us all. 
 
So, as we begin our journey to the cross this Lent, Happy Valentines Day! May we expe-
rience God’s love in ways that are so much greater than cards and a box of candy. And 
may we look forward to a very special April Fool’s Day. A day when we, again, celebrate 
God’s ultimate trick—turning death into life. 
 

I’ll see you in church on Sunday! 
 

Pastor Ron Feltman 
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As we do each season of Lent, we will have several additional opportunities for spiritual 
growth and reflection on Wednesdays. Here’s what’s on tap for Lent 2018. 
 

Back by popular demand, we’ll have a quiet, contemplative worship using the sung 
prayers of Taizé. The service will be held in the Epiphany Center and last about 30 
minutes. 
 

Why not give the chef in your household a break on Wednesday evenings in Lent and 
come for a simple supper of soup and bread in a relaxed and unhurried atmosphere in 
the Epiphany Center? We’ll have table games and activities for the kids. Come, sit as a 
family or with friends, and enjoy good food and fellowship. 
 

At 7:15 p.m. we’ll move into the sanctuary to enjoy that wonderful evening prayer ser-
vice, Holden Evening Prayer. In scripture and reflections, we’ll explore together the 
theme, Continuing in the Covenant of Baptism. Each week we’ll look at one of the five 
promises made in baptism and affirmed at confirmation: 

 
February 21 To live among God’s faithful people 
February 28 To hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper 
March 7 To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through  
 word and deed 

 March 14 To serve all people, following the example of Jesus 
March 21 To strive for justice and peace in all the earth 
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At each of our weekend worship services during Lent, we will continue to  
explore the gospel of John. Here’s the schedule of reading for each week: 
 

 February 17 and 18  John 11:1-14  Jesus Raises Lazarus 
 February 24 and 25  John 13:1-17  Jesus Washes Feet 
 March 3 and 4   John 18:12-17  Peter’s Denial 
 March 10 and 11  John 18:28-40  Jesus and Pilate 
 March 17 and 18  John 19:1-16a  Jesus is Condemned 
 

On  we’ll use a beautiful setting of Holy  
Communion, Unfailing Light, written just for evening worship by Marty Haugen   
and Susan Briel. Like Holden Evening Prayer, it is comprised of simple, singable  liturgy.  
 

Our liturgy on  will be traditional with music   
mostly on the organ. 
 

At , we’ll resume our services that blend traditional 

 songs and liturgy with praise music. We’ll also resume using projector and screen in 
 place of bulletins. 

The French organist and composer Jean Langlais said that the organ was “a vehicle for prayer.”  
What images come to mind when you think of the organ?  Pipes?  The Phantom of the Opera?  
Carnival music?  As we enter this Lenten season, some of us will observe the familiar practice of 
fasting; abstaining from foods, drinks, habits, activities that we enjoy, in order to bring more focus 
to our spiritual journey.  Recently, a friend told me about his trip to Paris, and how he had enjoyed 
visiting the various churches and cathedrals in that city.  He mentioned how spiritual he felt when 
the stunning architecture was also accompanied by the sounds of the organ.  For those who have 
experienced this, it can be a deeply transcendental moment in time.  My friend went on to say 
that we don’t really get a chance to stumble into a church here at home, and hear the quiet 
sounds of the organ in such a setting.  That got me thinking.  Perhaps our community members 
might be led to a time of prayer, meditation, reflection, or to simply listen to serene melodies on 
the organ at Epiphany.  Beginning on Thursday, February 15, at 11:45 am, and lasting roughly 45 
minutes, the church doors and sanctuary will be opened.  Organ music will be offered during this 
time as a vehicle for prayer.  Those who wish to come experience such a gathering are invited to 
remain as briefly or lengthy a period of time as the Holy Spirit may lead you. Maybe we need a fast 
from our hyper technological society, what with its smartphones and fast blinking digital media.  
Perhaps a quiet time during the day in which to reflect is just what is needed along the way of our 
journey to the cross.  

Lenten blessings, 

Brad Whaley  

Interim Director of Music     
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LYO February Calendar  

Sunday, Febuary 4:  LYO, 9:30 a.m.  

    (Pastor Anna out of town at confirmation retreat) 

Saturday, February 10:  Epiphany "Parents Night Out" Group Work Camp Fundraiser,  

    5:00-8:00 p.m. (please sign up with Pastor Anna if you will be 

    assisting at this fundraiser) 

Sunday, February 11:  LYO, 9:30 a.m.  

Wednesday, February 14 : Ash Wednesday - services at 11:00 a.m.and 7:00 p.m.   

    Pastor Anna preaching 

Saturday, February 17 -  

Monday, February 19: LYO Presidents' Day Weekend Winter Getaway?  

    Stay tuned for exact dates! 

Wednesday, February 21: Lenten soup suppers and weekly worship services begin!  

Sunday, February 25:  LYO, 9:30 am (Pastor Anna preaching) 

Wednesday, February 28: Lenten soup supper/worship 

Prior to having their children baptized, parents are asked to attend a baptism class. Dates for 
baptism will be scheduled at that time. Our next baptism class is Sunday, February 4 at 10:45 
a.m. in the Chapel. Please contact Pastor Moser at (630) 832-8457 or  
Jennifer.Moser@EpiphanyElmhurst.org. to register for the class. 

Baptism Class 

Saturday, February 10, 5:00 - 8:00 p.m.  

Epiphany parents bring your kids to church for some fun and games with our LYO high school 
youth and enjoy an evening out near Valentines' Day. Suggested donation $45. Proceeds will 
support THIRTY of our LYO youth attending Group Work Camp in Richwood, WV at the end of 
July, so please consider giving generously. A few more details are coming soon, but please call 
the office at (630) 832-8457 or email Pastor Anna ASAP at Anna.Ernst@EpiphanyElmhurst.org 
to sign up if you are interested! 

Epiphany Parents' Night Out 

mailto:anna.ernst@epiphanyelmhurst.org


 

 

 

  

Water Tank Inside Troughs Poultry House 
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FDLM “Stocker Flock” and Land Acquisition Updates 
“Chicken or the Egg” Update: 
During November and December, we launched an effort to raise $15,000 for a “starter flock” of approxi-
mately 1,000 chicks with all the necessary items needed to bring them to maturity (feed, medicines, 
etc.). The starter flock constitutes the last phase of the overall project whereby FDLM built and will oper-
ate a poultry house which will provide a steady source of both protein and income.  With this, the or-
phanage can approach sustainability as an organization. While we fell short of our target of $15,000, we 
are pleased to report that just under $9,200 was raised and has been transferred to FDLM in Uganda. 
Thanks, Epiphany! Pastor David Zijjan informs us they hope to have the chicks in place within the next 
several weeks and promises to send pictures! 
 
Land Update: 
David was extremely pleased to report that FDLM has just taken control of 21 acres of agricultural land 
with a farm house on the property. The acquisition of the land was funded through donations from 
Epiphany congregation members several years ago.  While the overall process was long and painful due 
to the first seller’s attempt at defrauding FDLM, what was once just a dream is very close to a reality. 
 
Ways to contribute 

Cash or check : Designate Poultry Project. 
 

Online: worldorphans.org/donate 
Use Code UGA115 
Type Father’s Divine Love Ministry in Notes section  
 

For company matching: Need domestic charity. 
FDLM uses World Orphans. Make Checks payable to “World Orphans“. Write “Father’s Divine Love Minis-
tries” in memo line. Mail to: World Orphans, P.O. Box 1840, Castle Rock, CO 80104 
For online & company matching, please let us know via email or anonymous note in offering plate or left 
in church so FDLM can track the donation through World Orphans.  
 
Note:  Funds that FDLM receives via World Orphans are decreased by a small percentage due to World 
Orphan's administrative costs but the benefit of the employer match far outweighs the deduction. If you 
do not have an employer matching program, it is preferable to make your donation through Epiphany.  

 
 

Tractor for land  Poultry House 



 

 

 

  

Water Tank Inside Troughs Poultry House 
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Father’s Divine Love Ministries continued 

Background: 
In the Spring of 2013, members of Epiphany provided the funding for land acquisition. In 2016 
Epiphany funded the Poultry House and FDLM in Uganda provided the labor to complete the 
construction.  
 
Why Set Up a Poultry Operation? Once fully in production, the Poultry Project will: 
 

 Provide FDLM consistent income through the sale of chickens and eggs 
 Give orphans, caregivers and community nutritional high protein meals 

 Assist FDLM orphan costs for medical care and school tuitions 

 Create jobs for adults and daily tasks for children impacting the dependence syndrome 
  

FDLM (www.dignityforafrica.org) in Jinja, Uganda, is an orphanage led by Pastor David Living-
stone Zijjan and his wife, Sarah. We are proud to support this ministry focusing on children or-
phaned by the HIV/AIDS epidemic. Epiphany Outreach teams have visited FDLM twice. David 
and Sarah have visited Epiphany on a number of occasions. 
 
"SERVING JESUS IS THE HIGHEST CALLING" --Pastor David Zijjan! 

Update On Our Search For A New Director Of Music  

Work has begun in earnest to secure a new, permanent director of music. The search com-
mittee has created a job description, posted our position in several appropriate places, re-
viewed applications, and will soon be interviewing candidates. We had hoped to have some-
one in place by February 1, but a final decision is likely to take a bit longer than that. 
 
In the meantime, we are fortunate to have Brad Whaley serve as our interim director of music. 
Brad has done a great job not only leading the music on organ and piano, but also reinvigor-
ating our adult and handbell choirs. Because we have not secured a permanent director yet, 
Brad has agreed to stay on until the end of April. 
 
The members of the new musician search committee are Chris Elsass, Jennifer Frahm, Mike 
Hartley, Donna Johnson, Donna Lamoureux, Kelli Marti, Scott Miller, Carole Poltrock, Scott 
Sutherland, Arlene Taylor, and Pastor Ron Feltman. 
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Listed below are donations made to the  
Epiphany Endowment Fund: 
 
In Memory of Betty Lange from: 
Carole Poltrock 
Lori Weigel 
 
In Memory of John Tanis from: 
Carole Poltrock 
 
In Memory of Ben Dochoff from: 
Carole Poltrock 
 
In Memory of Bob Haley from: 
Carole Poltrock 
 
In Memory of James Barney from: 
Carole Poltrock 
 
In Memory of Helen Evenson from: 
Carole Poltrock 

 
Thank you for giving the gift that keeps on giving.  -The Epiphany Endowment Fund Committee 

Epiphany Endowment Fund  

In Memory of Darryl May from: 
Carole Poltrock 
 
In Memory of Greg Moser from: 
Carole Poltrock 
 
In Memory of Barry Vaughn from: 
Carole Poltrock 
 
In Memory of Ella Hruby from: 
Carole Poltrock 
 
In Memory of John Field from: 
Carole Poltrock 
 
In Memory of the Seek Family from: 
Carole Poltrock 
 

Organ Fund Memorial for John Tanis from 
Lou Weigel 
Mr. & Mrs. Gary Wilson 
Dale & Penny Brecht 
 
In Memory of Dorothy Bonthron given from: 
E. Sprandel 
The Taylor family 
 
In Memory of Bob Haley from: 
Haroldine LaGrant  

Memorials 

Thank you for all of your prayers, support, and 
help during my husband, John’s illness and pass-
ing. Your caring is much appreciated and was im-
mensely helpful during this difficult transition.  
                                                                 --Phyllis Field  

Thank You 
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Check It Out! 

It is an odd biography of Martin Luther that fails to men-

tion his wife. However, Agostino Traini's The Life of 

Martin Luther excels in other areas. First, the author 

immediately draws young readers into the exciting plot. 

Second, Mr. Traini maximizes the pop-up format in de-

lightfully detailed drawings; this art must be opened in 

person. Third, the writing both humanizes the historical 

character and frames his continued relevance. This li-

brary has recently obtained several biographies of Mar-

tin Luther, try brief and graphic or studious and exten-

sive. Any can be checked out for FREE! 

--Assistant Librarian Teri 

Gail Meyer of LCSW will present a program about her new book, Cele-
brate Spirit! A Whimsical Look at a Woman’s Life, sharing with us how 
many unexpected and surprising gifts of grace appeared in her life to 
make this book possible.  
 
Her book contains photographs of many small, one-of-a-kind works of 
art, only 5 ½ ” inches tall, created by Canadian artist Kathi Kuti. Meyer 
will bring many of these small figures to the program. They are de-
lightful, colorful, and whimsical. Each one celebrates the Spirit and 
shines through each woman’s one and only precious life.  
 
Gail has been a counselor for 30 years and a spiritual director for 20.  
 
Hannah’s Circle is inviting anyone who would like to attend on Mon-
day, February 5 at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will be held at Epiphany in 
the Chapel. Please join us for this fun and meaningful evening.  

A Dream Come True - The Many Gifts Of Grace  



 

 

1 Amy VanDenBrook, Cooper Hurst, Alana Persenico 
2  Mike Nolan, Olivia Hall, Avery Berg 
3  Randy Wiegel, William Phillips 
4 Judy Samuelian, Lisa Michalski 
5 Brenda Albarello, Lauren Gold 
6  Emily Beerhalter, Jonathon Beerhalter, Joseph Sutherland, Sarah Vesely 
7  Robert Scheuerman, Beverly Keller, William Schwarz, Jeff Banesek, Mackenzie Gulley 
9 Doug Davies, Jason Addante, Natalie Heinle, Jacob Roucka 
10 Wes Odean, Carolyn Kroll, Avery Nuzum 
11  Melinda Josephs, Angela Bordelon 
12  Martin Larsen, Jr., Andrew Billing, Jennifer Allen, Anders Caster 
13  Kie Hammerle, Jean Browning, James O’Malley, Riley Callahan, Brenton Russo,    

 Jack Jones 
14  Charles Gonzalez 
15  Susan Phillips 
16  Daniel Kunesh, Layne Medema 
17  Tom Connolly, Donna Demchuk, Annalise Haarstad 
18  Bill Friberg, Dee Schram, Amy Pilny 
19  Kristen Thielbar 
20  David Cartwright, Marjorie Ganser 
21  Jack Jones, Colleen Sawosko, David Kociak, Isabllela Zepeda 
22  Lito Toreja, Paul Gibbs 
23  Barbara Rimington 
24  Brady Hallongren, Colleen Pyne, Matthew Josephs 
25  Renee Bordelon, Drew Medema 
26  Margie Gotsch, Jonathan Theilbar, Seth Lancaster, Abigail Pilny 
27  Edward Gabrielsen, Greg Hradil, Tim Hradil 
28  Gerald Mooshool, David Koehler, Theresa Doering, Isabella Cook, William Sauer 

February Birthdays 
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February Anniversaries 
2  Greg and Arlene Taylor 
14  Joan and Roy Schroeder, Sr.  
  Seth and Anna Lancaster  
15  Linda and Steven Stratton  
17  Randy and Darlene Johnson 
22  Paul and Theresa Doering  
24  Bobby and Boni Smith  
 



 

 

 

Our members: Dolores Barney, Todd Becker, Wayne Bell, Marie Buford, Jennifer Damer,  
Sienna Dudley, Bill Friberg, Babette Halen, Martha Haley, Josie Heard, Joyce Hill, Catherine 
Knapp, Jennifer Moser, Bob Sutherland, Marlene Tegmeyer, Maria Terracciano 
 
Our friends: Eli James Becker (grandson of Gwen and Richard Becker), Evelyn Boutin (Lito 
Toreja’s sister), Greg Bukowski (friend of Sandra Vaughn), Laverne Budris (Lisa Budris’ mother), 
Don Feld (Lisa Budris’ uncle), Gwen Gorman (daughter of Glen and Elsa Heinemann), Sylvia 
Graham (friend of Sandra Vaughn), Keith Groenwald (former member), Andy Hamblin (Jan Da-
vis’ son), Lorna Hansen (Amy Rimington’s mother), Jan Harms (Jen Mann’s mother), Hannah 
Hodgson (daughter-n-law of Ty and Lois Hodgson), Christa Johnson (friend of the Hedricks), 
John Johnson (Janet Rudhman’s brother), Robert Kampf (friend of Daryl Bartelson), Kevorak 
Kahvedsian (friend of the Haidles), Jan Kopas (nephew of Mary Langer), Neil Kleinborg (friend 
of Shirley Swanson), Bob Krzyzewski (Lila Peters’ brother-in-law), Cindy Krzyzewski (Lila Peters’ 
niece), Lindsay Larson (Andrea Redfearn's niece), Greg Lechowski (friend of Joe Schram), Bill 
Lentine (father of Trisha Graham), Steve Loosemore (Tracy Hunt’s cousin), Marlene Lundgren 
(Lila Peters’ sister-in -law), Karen McCaa (sister of Amy Pilny), Betsy McKeever (Kristin Hall’s 
aunt), Evan Thomas Mevis (Ruth Blair’s grandson), Marie Mueller (mother of Keelie Witzel), 
Gail Nerison, Nancy O’Leary and Family (Sue Mooshool’s sister), Patti Paul (friend of Curt 
Clifford), Joseph Paumier (father of Ben Paumier),  Betty Patch (Lori Trimble’s mom), Andrew 
Peters (grandson of Lila Peters), Joe Pilny (David Pilny’s father), Amber and James Randall 
(friends of Gwen Becker), Nick Ross (Roy and Joan Schroeder’s grandson), John Rossi, Brandon 
Shores (Kim Ptak’s cousin), Marge Swanson (Shirley Swanson’s mother), Pat Swanson (Shirley 
Swanson’s sister-in-law), Joan Sturino (sister of Dawn Sanders), Bill Tarnow (friend of Joe 
Schram), Irma Tena (friend of the Johnson family), Matt Toole (friend of Phyllis Field), John 
VanFleet (friend of the Tengroths), Jeff Vidt (Sue Kostecki’s brother), Diane Viise (family of  An-
nette and Bill Edwards), Eric Von Schaumburg (husband of Lindsay Rudhman), David Wells (son
-in-law of Elsa and Glen Heinemann), Betty Zelent (Cindy O’Malley’s mother) 

In Our Prayers 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
Ronald W. Feltman Pastor    630-832-8457 Ron.Feltman@EpiphanyElmhurst.org 
Jennifer S. Moser Pastor    630-832-8457 Jennifer.Moser@EpiphanyElmhurst.org 
Anna Ernst  Pastor    630-832-8457 Anna.Ernst@EpiphanyElmhurst.org  
Jack Graham Office Administrator  630-832-8457 Jack.Graham@EpiphanyElmhurst.org  
Scott Miller         Faith Formation Assistant  630-832-6416 Scott.Miller@EpiphanyElmhurst.org 
Maria Terracciano Custodian   630-832-8457 Maria.Terracciano@EpiphanyElmhurst.org 

Thank you to everyone who submits articles to The Star. Articles submitted are subject to review 
by the editor. Any significant revisions will be discussed with the author of the  

article. You may email contributions to: info@EpiphanyElmhurst.org 
Deadlines for submissions for the March edition are due Friday, February 16. 
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