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Saturday, March 24
5:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 25
8:00 a.m. and 9:30 a.m.

March 29
7:30 p.m. Service of Holy Communion

March 30
7:30 p.m. Service of Tenebrae

April 1
6:33 a.m. Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
9:00 a.m. Easter Worship for Children and Families with Holy Communion
10:30 a.m. Traditional Worship with Holy Communion
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One man was there who been ill for thirty-eight years. When Jesus saw him lying there
and knew that he had been there a long time, he said to him, “Do you want to be made
well?” The sick man answered him, “Sir, I have no one to put me into the pool when the
water is stirred up; and while I am making my way, someone else steps down ahead of
me.” Jesus said to him, “Stand up, take your mat and walk.” At once the man was made
well, and he took up his mat and began to walk. Now that day was a sabbath.
…
Therefore the Jews started persecuting Jesus,
because he was doing such things on the sabbath.
John 5:5-8,10,16

I once did an ecumenical service on Maundy Thursday involving a local Rabbi, who was kind
enough to lead us in a Seder supper. He wished to attend worship with us, so he came to our sanctuary space. I hadn’t considered that the traditional reading for Maundy Thursday that year came
from the gospel of John, where “the Jews” are not spoken of very well. I was grateful for the grace
of that Rabbi who engaged me and most of that congregation (we’d planned a short, post-worship
fellowship event) in a respectful discussion of how it felt for him to hear “the Jews” in our scripture
in that way. How…damning it felt for him. Seeing the passage through his eyes, it felt pretty damning to the assembled Lutherans, too. We’d obviously been shamefully tone-deaf to our guest, at
the very least. But in that discussion, we realized something else, too: we’d taken our scripture for
granted. We’d listened – faithfully – every year. But we’d not really HEARD.

It’s easy (too easy) to hear words like, “the Jews” and “the Pharisees” in scripture. We can hear
about what they do and how they respond (or fail to respond) to Jesus without getting too queasy
because it’s a story about someone else. But, as we learned that wonderful night with our Jewish
friend, if we take ourselves out of these passages, if we hide behind “the Jews” and “the Pharisees,” we just might miss the point. Jesus isn’t talking to some mysterious “them” from another
time and place. He’s talking to us. Challenging us. Asking us to consider what we are holding onto
that is no longer helpful. Wanting us to consider what assumptions we need to let go of so that
we, too, can be healed.
As we begin Lent, I am once again reminded of that Maundy Thursday conversation from some
years ago. I am reminded of how important it is to substitute “the Jews” and “the Pharisees” in
scripture with MY name, and the name of the church I love and serve. I need to hear the scripture
challenge me with the words, “therefore, Jennifer Moser started persecuting Jesus because he
was doing such things…” and “therefore, Epiphany Lutheran started persecuting Jesus because he
was doing such things…” and then I need to sit with Jesus in the silence that follows. Not because I
want to beat myself up (or any of you, for that matter) but because it’s important to me to make
sure I’m doing my best to listen to what Jesus is trying to say to me, and to see what he’s trying to
heal within me. In all my busy Lenten doings, I want to make sure I’ve allowed Jesus to speak to
what HE thinks I should be doing, because even faithful people can get sidetracked.
As we journey together to the cross, may Jesus open your eyes to see where he’s trying to lead
you. May Jesus open your ears so that you can better hear his call. And may you remember that
you are always in his love and grace. Amen.
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At each of our weekend worship services during Lent, we will continue to
explore the gospel of John. Here’s the schedule of readings for each week:
March 3 and 4
March 10 and 11
March 17 and 18

John 18:12-17
John 18:28-40
John 19:1-16a

Peter’s Denial
Jesus and Pilate
Jesus is Condemned

On
we’ll use a beautiful setting of Holy
Communion, Unfailing Light, written just for evening worship by Marty Haugen
and Susan Briel. Like Holden Evening Prayer, it is comprised of simple, singable liturgy.
Our liturgy on
mostly on the organ.

will be traditional with music

At
, we’ll resume our services that blend traditional
songs and liturgy with praise music. We’ll also resume using projector and screen in
place of bulletins.

The French organist and composer Jean Langlais said that the organ was “a vehicle for prayer.”
What images come to mind when you think of the organ? Pipes? The Phantom of the Opera? Carnival music? As we enter this Lenten season, some of us will observe the familiar practice of
fasting; abstaining from foods, drinks, habits, activities that we enjoy, in order to bring more focus
to our spiritual journey. Recently, a friend told me about his trip to Paris, and how he had enjoyed
visiting the various churches and cathedrals in that city. He mentioned how spiritual he felt when
the stunning architecture was also accompanied by the sounds of the organ. For those who have
experienced this, it can be a deeply transcendental moment in time. My friend went on to say that
we don’t really get a chance to stumble into a church here at home, and hear the quiet sounds of
the organ in such a setting. That got me thinking. Perhaps our community members might be led
to a time of prayer, meditation, reflection, or to simply listen to serene melodies on the organ at
Epiphany. Beginning on Thursday, February 15, at 11:45 am, and lasting roughly 45 minutes, the
church doors and sanctuary will be opened. Organ music will be offered during this time as a vehicle for prayer. Those who wish to come experience such a gathering are invited to remain for as
brief or lengthy a period of time as the Holy Spirit may lead them. Maybe we need a fast from our
hyper technological society, what with its smartphones and fast blinking digital media. Perhaps a
quiet time during the day in which to reflect is just what is needed along the way of our journey to
the cross.
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As we do each season of Lent, we will have several additional opportunities for spiritual
growth and reflection on Wednesdays. Here’s what’s on tap for Lent 2018.

Back by popular demand, we’ll have a quiet, contemplative worship using the sung
prayers of Taizé. The service will be held in the Epiphany Center and last about 30
minutes.

Why not give the chef in your household a break on Wednesday evenings in Lent and
come for a simple supper of soup and bread in a relaxed and unhurried atmosphere in
the Epiphany Center? We’ll have table games and activities for the kids. Come, sit as a
family or with friends, and enjoy good food and fellowship.

At 7:15 p.m. we’ll move into the sanctuary to enjoy that wonderful evening prayer service, Holden Evening Prayer. In scripture and reflections, we’ll explore together the
theme, Continuing in the Covenant of Baptism. Each week we’ll look at one of the five
promises made in baptism and affirmed at confirmation:
February 21
February 28
March 7
March 14
March 21

To live among God’s faithful people
To hear the word of God and share in the Lord’s supper
To proclaim the good news of God in Christ through
word and deed
To serve all people, following the example of Jesus
To strive for justice and peace in all the earth
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A Tale of Two Crosses
The two large crosses in the chancel area during Lent and Easter have an interesting
story to tell:
In August of 1963 Pastor Robert Hooker came to Epiphany from a church in
Wookstock, Illinois bringing us the concept of the two crosses. From a photograph
and a sketch of the “Living Cross” as it had been made by his church choir in Woodstock, Altar Guild members assisted by Epiphany men devised a “Rugged Cross” for
Lent 1964 using the 1963 Christmas tree. The Christmas tree symbolizes the birth of
Christ and its transformation into a cross reminds us of Christ’s death. The purple
drape speaks of royalty - Christ the King. The crown of thorns symbolizes Christ’s
suffering, humiliation, and death.

Similarly, the 1964 Christmas tree was fashioned
into a cross which became our first “Living Cross”
for Easter 1965. This cross was wrapped in chicken
wire and stuffed with moss. It is soaked in water
for several days. Flowers and greenery are added
by Altar Guild members. Our “Living Cross” reminds us of Christ’s birth, death, and resurrection.
The white lilies symbolize Christ’s purity, His resurrection, and His promise of hope and eternal life.

Easter 2018 will mark the 53rd anniversary of our “Living Cross” which is a focal
point in the chancel area on Easter morning. Members of Altar Guild use approximately 150 lily heads, several bunches of baby’s breath, and bundles of
leather leaf to assemble the display. The generous donations of Epiphany members and friends have made it possible to carry on this tradition for fifty-two
years.
Altar Guild has willing hearts and hands but needs monetary support for our
efforts. If you can make a donation to help purchase supplies for the cross this
year, please use a pew envelope and mark it LIVING CROSS.
THANK YOU! -- Epiphany Altar Guild
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Easter Lily Plants 2018
“Consider the lilies of the field”...and the Epiphany sanctuary on Easter
morning. You can help beautify the chancel area for Easter by purchasing a
potted Easter Lily. To place your order, please complete the form below
and mail it to Dawn Sanders, 572 Saylor, Elmhurst, IL 60126 or put it in the
Altar Guild mailbox in the church office. Please include payment of $16.00
per plant with your order. Checks should be made payable to Epiphany
Lutheran Church. You may pick up your plant after any of the Easter
morning services, or you may leave it for delivery to our sick or shut-in
members. Please indicate your preference on the form and be sure your
order is placed by noon on Sunday, MARCH 18. If you have any questions,
please call Dawn Sanders at (630) 279-2546. THANK YOU!

Easter Lily Plant orders are due by Sunday, MARCH 18.
Number of plants__________________________________
($16.00 each – please include payment making checks payable to Epiphany
Lutheran Church)
Name: ____________________________________________________
Address: ___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

Phone: ____________________________________________________
Please designate:
We will pick up the plant(s).

Please deliver the plant(s) to a sick or shut-in person.
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LYO March News and Dates
LYO youth are welcome and highly encouraged to attend Lenten Soup suppers, 6:15 - 7:00
p.m. in Epiphany Center, with brief evening worship at 7:15 pm in the sanctuary on Wednesdays in Lent throughout March.
Sunday, March 4 -

LYO, 9:30 am

Sunday, March 11 -

LYO, 9:30 am

Sunday, March 18 -

LYO, 9:30 am

Sunday, March 25 -

NO LYO (Spring Break/Palm Sunday), Pastor Anna preaching

Save the Date!

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2018
JULY 16 - JULY 20
6:00 to 8:00 P.M.
DINNER – CRAFT- LESSON- GAMES – MUSIC
(Ages: Entering Kindergarten – 5th grade)
Questions? Contact Scott Miller: (630) 207-5746 or
Scott.Miller@EpiphanyElmhurst.org

Save The Date!
Men – In – Mission
Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, April 14, 2018
8:00 – 10:00 AM
Fellowship Hall
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Care Corner
Care Corner is working on building a skills and talents directory. As we lift up families in need, we have been compiling
a list of individuals and companies who have been helpful
and trustworthy. We feel this list could benefit our entire
congregation and we are asking for your help in making a
robust directory.
Examples of Skills and Talents:
Painting, home repair, auto repair, appliance repair, roofing,
plumbing, HVAC, electrical, snow removal, yard maintenance, landscaping, tree trimmers, financial, taxes, website
design, pet care, nursing, home health care, dentist, chiropractor, babysitting, therapy/counseling, tutoring, music/
voice teacher, graphic design, art
If you would like to be included in the directory, or if you
have an individual or company that you would recommend
to others at Epiphany, please email the contact information
to Amy Wilson at amykwil33@comcast.net. Members of
Epiphany will be noted in the directory.

Epiphany Endowment Fund
The following are donations made to the Epiphany Endowment Fund in memory of Michael Peters from:
Vern and Elaine Magnesen
Bob and Scott Sutherland

Thank you for giving the gift that keeps on giving.
The Epiphany Endowment Committee

Thank You
Words cannot express the love that everyone has shown with prayers and cards, along with
the luncheon after the funeral for Michael. Everyone was so generous with the wonderful food
that was brought. Thank you on behalf of the family of Michael Peters.
In Christian love,
Lila Peters, William, Lynna, Meghan, and Madeline Sly
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Did You Know?...
(A new Star feature brought to you by the Outreach Committee)
The Elmhurst Public Library offers free movies and popcorn each Friday 2:00 -4:30 p.m. (in
the Large Meeting Room). No registration required.
*Movie titles may be subject to change*

The schedule is available online at elmlib.org/friday
March 2: The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
March 9: Victoria & Abdul
March 16: The Circle
March 23: Home Again
March 30: The Big Sick
The Elmhurst Public Library offers After Hours Board Game Night on Thursday evenings from
6:30 -9:00 pm. No registration required.
Meetings are at the new Brewpoint Workshop and Roastery at 617 N. York.
Grace Café, Elmhurst:
Community members who are hungry, lonely, facing a tight budget or are eager to share dinner, companionship and conversation with other folks are invited to come to Grace Cafe. Families are welcome! Meals will be served starting at 5:00 p.m. and concluding at 6:30 p.m. No
reservations are needed and meals are free of charge to anyone who would enjoy them.
March 5: Yorkfield Presbyterian Church, 1099 S. York Rd.
March 19: First Congregational United Church of Christ, 235 S. Kenilworth

Grief support groups
Adventist St. Thomas Hospice, 119 E. Ogden, Hinsdale, offers grief support groups that meet
every Monday morning 9:30-11:00 a.m. and every Monday evening 7:00 -8:30 p.m. These
groups are open to anyone who has experienced a significant loss. All meetings are free. For
more information contact Cathy Tobin, Bereavement Coordinator at (630) 856-6970.
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Check It Out!
Mandy can't wait to visit friendly and tropical Hawaii
with her girlfriends. One event leads to another, and
Mandy must face the largest questions of her life.
Should she join her family's Amish church? Which man
should she marry? Should she live in dreamy Hawaii or
familiar Indiana? Wanda Brunstetter and Jean
Brunstetter present the Christian novel The Hawaiian
Quilt as a travelogue, a romance, and a cultural introduction. The dialogue and thoughts of the many characters ring true, and the prose is modern and straightforward. This romance stays rated G. Of course, any of the
romance novels can be checked out for FREE!
--Assistant Librarian Teri

Epiphany Bowling League
Our Bowling League, which is held on Thursday evenings at Stardust Bowl in Addison, is well
into the second half of our season. The champions of the first half, Marty Jensen’s Camaros,
are in first place as of February 15.
There are six teams in our league, and some of them have vacancies. This means that if you
are interested in checking us out for a night, you are invited to do that. Just come to Stardust
by 7:00 PM on a Thursday, and we will place you on a team for the evening.
We use a 100% handicap system, so you don’t have to be a good bowler to have fun and have
an impact on the outcome. That doesn’t mean we haven’t any good bowlers – we do, but our
averages range from around 100 to almost 200. Now that’s diversity !
There is also a wide range of ages within our group, from teens to Rudy Albores, our oldest
bowler at 95 years young. Anybody can fit in!
We always have a lot of fun and we get to see some good bowling, too. Some second half
highlights include Jeff Simon, Sr. and Colin Hoban bowling a 278 and a 253 respectively on the
same night, and Jeff also reaching a 700 series and a 271. And Rudy Albores (at age 95) just
bowled a 171 game he says is his highest score ever!
For more information, please contact Roy Cook at (630)-842-4778 or Tom Connolly at (630)
290-4025.
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Invitation To Seder
Dear Elmhurst Interfaith Community,
As we go forward into 2018, we at congregation Etz Chaim know that interfaith work is a priority. Passover offers a unique opportunity to learn about Judaism and create relationships
which we can use to better our communities. This year, we wanted to offer a learning Seder.
This is so all who are unfamiliar with the service can have time to learn about the process and
ask as many questions as wanted. In this Seder, we will learn all about the process, history,
and reasons for the holiday. Our learning Seder will be on Thursday, March 8 at 6:00 p.m. in
the synagogue. I would personally like to invite you and interested members of your congregation to join us. The cost to register is $25 for adults and $18 for children, and please come hungry. To register, please email Jim Weiskopf you’d like to attend and you can pay when you arrive on the day of the event. Cash or check will be accepted. Please RSVP by Tuesday, February
27th.
One of the big values Passover teaches us is to be welcoming and to transmit knowledge. We
are so excited to be able to hold both of those values with this Seder.
L’Shalom,
Frederick (Ricky) Kamil, Assistant Rabbi and Cindy Michelassi, Rabbinic Aid
Congregation Etz Chaim
1710 S. Highland Avenue
Lombard, IL. 60148
(630) 627-3912
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March Birthdays
1

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13
14
15
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31

Aaron White, Amanda Gotsch, Andrea Castora
Mark Russo, Seth Witzel, Parker Jones
Patricia Keller
Walter Olson, Wayne Bell, Rachael Schrage
Rachel Martenson
Melissa Behrens, Allison Gray
David Norquist
Pamela Miehle, William Pruitt, Rachel Hallongren
Mark Redfearn, Chase Nutile, Ainsley Bonner, Tucker Samuelian, Matthew Markwald
George Stratton, Evangelina Samuelian, Lillian Samuelian
Ted Mandigo, Kyle Johnson, Julianna Innocenntini, Harrison Gonzalez, Warner
Samuelian
David Nelson, Jackson Hall
Ellen Lippert, Loree Grigoletto, Rion Stufflebeam, Libby Bartl, Lydia Samuelian
Joe Witzel, Glenda Wells, Lindsay Rudhman, Karisa Fetterhoff, Luis Sanchez
Janis Foster, Alicia Alfano, William Laramie, Kayman Klaas
Ben Honsey, David Cartwright, Marjorie Ganser
John Anderson, Joann Callahan, Molly Hill
Nathaniel White, Finn Anderson
Dolores Barney, Cindy Hradil, Nicole LeBron, Kimberly Neidhardt, Lilly Demchuk
Lisa Albarello, Matthew Anderson, Boyd Puckett,
Steve Hier, Joe Clifford, James Meuller, Norm Damer
Mary Lou Cain, Tom Michalski, Amy Papoccia, Bethany Szczepaniak, Zachary Browning,
Connor Hanley
Bob Sutherland, David McGowan, Linton Puckett, Macy Fries
Steven Fisher, Margaret Lippert, Jack Heinle, Hannah Gould
Michael Carson, Justin Gross, Taylor Marti
Grant Gibbs
Donna Swasko, Steve Kortes, Camryn Barton
Ronald Richards, Dane Swenson,
Sue Kostecki, Chris Foster, Julie Richards, Meghan Kris
Rhonda Berg, Andrew Gotsch

March Anniversaries
3Anniversaries
Cathleen and Eric Anderson
9
17
18
20
21

Bruce and Eileen Lindgren
Brad and Debbie Holmer
Eric and Denise Porter,
Garry, Sr., and Lynncherie Howell
David and Marilyn Heinle
Paul and Barbara Rimingtion

22
25
27
28

Dianne and Ian Gutterman
Mike and Sue LoPiano
Linda and Dale Clark
Rodney and Ingrid Durham
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In Our Prayers
Our members: Dolores Barney, Wayne Bell, Larry Bircher, Marie Buford, Jennifer Damer, Sienna Dudley, Bill Friberg, Babette Halen, Martha Haley, Joyce Hill, Catherine Knapp, Grace Lippert, Roy Schroeder, Sr., Bob Sutherland, Marlene Tegmeyer, Maria Terracciano
Our sympathy to the Swanson and Mandigo families on the death of Shirley Swanson’s mother, Marge Swanson on February 21.
Our sympathy to the Halen family on the death of Babette’s step-father, Stanley
Bogajewicz on February 20.
Our friends: Eli James Becker (grandson of Gwen and Richard Becker), Evelyn Boutin (Lito Toreja’s sister), Greg Bukowski (friend of Sandra Vaughn), Laverne Budris (Lisa Budris’ mother),
Don Feld (Lisa Budris’ uncle), Mike Gavelek (friend of Bill and Annette Edwards), Gwen Gorman
(daughter of Glen and Elsa Heinemann), Sylvia Graham (friend of Sandra Vaughn), Keith
Groenwald (former member), Andy Hamblin (Jan Davis’ son), Lorna Hansen (Amy Rimington’s
mother), Jan Harms (Jen Mann’s mother), Christa Johnson (friend of the Hedricks), John Johnson (Janet Rudhman’s brother), Robert Kampf (friend of Daryl Bartelson), Kevorak Kahvedsian
(friend of the Haidles), Jan Kopas (nephew of Mary Langer), Neil Kleinborg (friend of Shirley
Swanson), Bob Krzyzewski (Lila Peters’ brother-in-law), Cindy Krzyzewski (Lila Peters’ niece),
Lindsay Larson (Andrea Redfearn's niece), Greg Lechowski (friend of Joe Schram), Bill Lentine
(father of Trisha Graham), Steve Loosemore (Tracy Hunt’s cousin), Marlene Lundgren (Lila Peters’ sister-in -law), Karen McCaa (sister of Amy Pilny), Betsy McKeever (Kristin Hall’s aunt),
Evan Thomas Mevis (Ruth Blair’s grandson), Michael (friend of the Jones family), Marie
Mueller (mother of Keelie Witzel), Gail Nerison, Nancy O’Leary and Family (Sue Mooshool’s
sister), Patti Paul (friend of Curt Clifford), Joseph Paumier (father of Ben Paumier), Betty Patch
(Lori Trimble’s mom), Andrew Peters (grandson of Lila Peters), Joe Pilny (David Pilny’s father),
Amber and James Randall (friends of Gwen Becker), Nick Ross (Roy and Joan Schroeder’s
grandson), John Rossi, Brandon Shores (Kim Ptak’s cousin), Pat Swanson (Shirley Swanson’s
sister-in-law), Joan Sturino (sister of Dawn Sanders), Bill Tarnow (friend of Joe Schram), Irma
Tena (friend of the Johnson family), Matt Toole (friend of Phyllis Field), John VanFleet (friend
of the Tengroths), Jeff Vidt (Sue Kostecki’s brother), Diane Viise (family of Annette and Bill Edwards), Eric Von Schaumburg (husband of Lindsay Rudhman), David Wells (son-in-law of Elsa
and Glen Heinemann), Betty Zelent (Cindy O’Malley’s mother)
STAFF DIRECTORY
Ronald W. Feltman Pastor
Jennifer S. Moser Pastor
Anna Ernst
Pastor
Jack Graham
Office Administrator
Scott Miller
Faith Formation Assistant
Maria Terracciano Custodian

630-832-8457
630-832-8457
630-832-8457
630-832-8457
630-832-6416
630-832-8457

Ron.Feltman@EpiphanyElmhurst.org
Jennifer.Moser@EpiphanyElmhurst.org
Anna.Ernst@EpiphanyElmhurst.org
Jack.Graham@EpiphanyElmhurst.org
Scott.Miller@EpiphanyElmhurst.org
Maria.Terracciano@EpiphanyElmhurst.org

Thank you to everyone who submits articles to The Star. Articles submitted are subject to review by the editor. Any significant revisions will be discussed with the author of the
article. You may email contributions to: info@EpiphanyElmhurst.org
Deadlines for submissions for the April edition are due Friday, March 16.

