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This year, Lutherans celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Protestant Reformation. 
That celebration raises some important questions: 
 

How is being Lutheran different than being Methodist, or Catholic, or  
non-denominational? 

Is there a significant difference between Christian denominations? 
Does the difference matter any longer? 
Is one denominational expression more “faithful” than others? 
If I’m a Lutheran, does that mean I think others are wrong? 

 
Researchers tell us that denominational affiliation is becoming less and less relevant 
in the faith life of most Americans. This summer, our sermons will focus on what it 
means to be a Lutheran and why the difference matters. (Spoiler alert: Being Luther-
an doesn’t mean that others are wrong! Denominational differences, when under-
stood charitably, are a wonderful gift from God!) 

 
Please join us each week this summer as we explore this important topic. 
 
 

WHAT IS A LUTHERAN, 

AND WHY DO I WANT TO 

BE ONE? 

Summer Sermon Series 
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A Few Words From Pastor Feltman  
 
Last week, Heather and I went to San Antonio for the Festival of Homiletics. 
Does that name need some unpacking? “Homiletics” is the fancy name for preaching, so the 
Festival of Homiletics is where a couple of thousand preachers from many different denomina-
tions get together to hear preaching and to talking about preaching. One lay person was heard 
to say, “That sounds like HELL!” Far from it! It was a wonderful and inspiring week. Let me 
share a few things I came away with 
 
I was reminded how important the Church is in the life of our world. We live in a world that 
is increasingly violent, divided, and self-serving. The gospel’s message of the promise of the 
kingdom of God is the hope of a world changed by God’s imagination. 
 
I was reminded how important worship and preaching are in the life of our church. We are 
able to live as God’s people because we gather as God’s people, hear God’s story, give praise 
and thanks to God, and are nourished for our journeys at God’s table. Hearing God’s word and 
sharing God’s supper is at the heart of who we are and what we do. 
 
I was reminded how wonderfully diverse God’s church is. Many of the presenters looked a lot 
like I do—white, male, hair perfectly parted. But many presenters and participants of the festi-
val were quite different, and, despite the current tendency in our politics and culture to divide 
ourselves according to our differences, there was a real openness to discover and celebrate 
what we have in common. I was especially moved during one presentation. The speaker was 
Bishop Yvette Flory, an African-American lesbian woman who serves in San Francisco. She was 
talking about how keeping one another at a distance allows us to think and talk about one an-
other in stereotypes. She pointed to a guy in the front row—one of those who looked a lot like 
me. She said, “You know, I don’t know him, and as long as I don’t, I can make assumptions 
about him. I don’t have to listen to what he really believes and thinks.” Then, she invited him 
up to the stage. Once the man hesitantly came up on stage, she embraced him. She held him 
for a long, tight, hug. While still hugging him, she said, “You see, when we remove the distance 
between us, we have no choice but to come to know and understand one another.” Her ten-
der and prophetic demonstration brought me to tears. What a wonderful diversity God has 
created, and what wonderful opportunities God has given us to live out his love among our-
selves. 
 
I am thankful that you gave me the time and financial support for this continuing education 
event. I hope that I can renew your enthusiasm for what God is doing in us as mine has been 
renewed. 
 
I’ll see you in church on Sunday. 
 
Pastor Ron Feltman  
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Summer Family Worship 

This summer, the 9:30 a.m. worship services will give children of any age the opportunity to 
work with John on a musical selection to be presented during the Offertory. We will rehearse 
in the chapel during the sermon. This summer will feature spirituals, which we will accompany 
and/or sing. Don't miss summer worship here at Epiphany! 

Volunteer Musicians Wanted 

All band and orchestra students: summer is a great time for you to share your musical talent 
with us here at Epiphany during our worship services! Please consider taking part which will 
enhance our worship experiences at Saturday and Sunday services. Contact John Tanis, Music 
Director at John.Tanis@EpiphanyElmhurst.org or (312) 388-7790 and we will coordinate a date 
and service time for you. 

On Sunday, June 4, we say “farewell and Godspeed” to Pastor Chris Meyer, who has served as 
our interim associate pastor while Pastor Moser has been on bereavement leave. Pastor Chris 
stepped in at a critical time for us and immediately provided great sermons, loving pastoral 
care, and wise counsel to the Outreach Team and Stephen Ministers. It has been a joy to have 
her in the office and sharing in the tasks of ministry. We’ve tried everything we can to temp 
Pastor Chris to stay with us on a permanent basis, but she is eager to begin retirement with 
her husband, Pastor Doug Meyer, who retires in June! They are selling their house in Lincoln-
shire and moving to their home in Galena. 
 
Please join us for worship on June 4 as we thank Pastor Chris for her ministry among us and 
send her with our blessings into retirement! 

Farewell and Godspeed to Pastor Chris Meyer 

Pastor Moser reports that life is starting to have some “new normal” to it, and she is preparing 
to return to her ministry at Epiphany. While details are still being worked out, it looks like she 
will return to work on a part-time basis the beginning of August. We’ll let you know when a 
plan is finalized. Pastor Jen is thankful and moved by all the acts of kindness and the displays 
of concern for her, Rachel, and Liam. She is eager to get back to the church family she loves! 

An Update on Pastor Moser 
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LYO News 

Moose Flores  

Thank you for supporting the LYO mission trip Butter Braid fund raiser! The orders will be 
ready for pick up on Wednesday May 31 at the church. If you need to make a different ar-
rangement, we can work that out. Your support helps lower the cost for the youth to go on 
the trip, and also will help the food pantries in Bullock Creek. Thank you! 
 
During the summer, LYO will be doing some different things instead of the usual meetings at 
9:30 a.m.  We will resume having dinners together, and watch some movies, too.   
 
To sign up to receive weekly LYO news, use the clipboard near the stairs in the Epiphany Cen-
ter, or email your first & last name to LYO@EpiphanyElmhurst.Org. 
 
Lastly, due to some equipment issues, I’ve had to get a new cell phone. The new number is 
noted at the last page of the Star. 
 
Peace, 
Moose 
 

June Calendar 

 

June 4  2:00 p.m.  LYO Matinee 

June 11 6:00 p.m.  LYO Dinner 

June 18 9:30 a.m.  Father’s Day car wash 

June 25 time tba  LYO Matinee 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
As you know, the Youth Ministry Committee is searching for a 
permanent Youth Director, and I will not be seeking to extend 
my interim to a permanent position. This is not because of any 
negative experience, rather it is the result of my ongoing jour-
ney of discernment. I ask that you continue to pray for the 
committee and for myself as we undergo our respective 
searches.   
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Youth Director Recruiting 

Moose Flores, our current youth director, has recently informed the church that he has decid-
ed to pursue new opportunities once his current role as Youth Director comes to a close at the 
end of August. As such, the Youth Committee has begun recruiting for a new Youth Director. 
This is a part time position primarily focused on leading LYO with an estimated commitment of 
approximately 20 hours per week in addition to participation in activities such as group work 
camp in the summer. The position could be staffed by an individual or potentially shared by 
two people. If you or anyone you know might  be interested in the position, please contact 
Lynn Sutton at sutton743@comcast.net or Kris Hanley at krishanley3@gmail.net for more in-
formation on the position and the hiring process. 

The financial condition of the congregation is healthy at this time.  Continuing with the trend 
from the end of last year, offerings continue to exceed expenses for the church.  Offerings for 
the first three months were approximately $20,000 above budgeted expectations while oper-
ating expenses have been running slightly below expectations on a year-to-date basis. There-
fore, while the trend is headed in the right direction, the finance committee and council will 
continue to review the receipts and disbursements to insure adequate reserves as we ap-
proach the summer period when we traditionally see a drop in offerings. 

Quarterly Finance Update as of March 31, 2017 

Those who wish to become members of Epiphany are asked to attend an orientation session 
prior to joining. The orientation sessions are typically held the week prior to the reception of 
new members and are at 10:45 a.m. in the Chapel. New members are received during the 9:30 
a.m. worship service. If you would like to become a member of Epiphany, please contact Pas-
tor Ron Feltman at (630) 832-8457 or ron.feltman@EpiphanyElmhurst.org. Orientation ses-
sions and new member receptions are scheduled on the following dates: 

 

June 11Orientation August 27 Orientation  December 3 Orientation  
June 18 Reception  September 10 Reception December 10 Receptiion 

New Member Orientation Sessions and Reception  

Prior to having their children baptized, parents are asked to attend a baptism class. Dates for 
baptism will be scheduled at that time. All classes are held at 10:45 a.m. in the Chapel. Please 
contact Pastor Feltman at (630) 832-8457 or Ron.Feltman@EpiphanyElmhurst.org. Baptism 
classes will be held on the following dates: 
    

September 17    November 19 
    

Upcoming Dates For Baptism Classes 

mailto:sutton743@comcast.net
mailto:krishanley3@gmail.net
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Register Now! 

VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL 2017  
JULY 10 THROUGH JULY 14  

6:00  to 8:00 p.m. 

DINNER – CRAFT- LESSON- GAMES – MUSIC  
Ages: Entering Kindergarten – 5th grade 

Cost is $15.00 per child for the week with a maximum of $40.00 per family. 

Questions? Contact Scott Miller at (630) 207-5746 or 
Scott.Miller@EpiphanyEmhurst.org  

You may register at www.epiphanyelmhurst.org or by filling out 
a paper registration form available in the main entrance by the 

Welcome desk and returning it to the church office.  
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Vacation Bible School Help Wanted 

We are looking for helpers 
to assist with Vacation Bible 
School July 10-14 from 5:45 
- 8:15 p.m. We are looking 
for the following: 

 

 

Music:  We are Looking for assistants to 
the Music Leader to help teach the kids 
the words and the motions to the songs. 

 

Adult Shepherds: Shepherds are need-
ed at church by 5:45 p.m. to welcome 
the children in each class, then take the 
kids from station to station and back to 
their rooms at the end of the evening. 

 

Junior Shepherds:  Assist Adult Shep-
herds taking kids from station to station. 
Confirmands may use this opportunity 
to fulfill service hours. LYO students are 
welcome, too! 

Kitchen:  Kitchen staff will put out table 
settings, help cook meals, help serve 
meals, and clean up the kitchen. 

 

Crafts/Games:  Helpers are needed to 
assist in distributing crafts and helping 
organize and monitor during games. 
Confirmands and LYO students are 
needed for Tuesday and Wednesday 
“Game Days.” 

Attention All Vacation Bible School Helpers 

There will be an informational meeting on Wednesday, June 28 at 7:00 p.m. at Epiphany in 
the Chapel. We’ll discuss the particulars for Vacation Bible School week.  
 
If you would like to assist but haven’t contacted us yet, please join us! 
 
We’re looking forward to a fabulous VBS! 
 
Scott Miller 
(630) 207-5746 
scott.miller@epiphanyelmhurst.org 



 

 

Rooted in Christ  •  Growing in Faith  •  Reaching to Invite and Serve 8 

No summary can do The Gospel According to Starbucks justice; 
you have to read Leonard Sweet’s own telling of the meaning-
ful, up-lifting sermon that happily caused only one person to 
vomit. Professor Sweet provides frank observations about 
modern Christianity and questions only you can answer. One 
main point is that religion is not just for the head, or even the 
heart; all of the senses must be engaged:  smell the wine and 
wield the hammer! Another significant point is that the church 
should consider making connections a primary purpose: con-
nect people to God, people to people, and the helpful to the 
needful.  The clear prose and short chapters are great for busy 
individuals or a study group.  Don’t let this one get cold! Like all 
the books in the church library, it can be checked out for FREE!         
     --Assistant Librarian Teri  

Check It Out! 

Cursive Camp  

Open to students entering first through fourth grade, learn and practice lower case letters in 
very unique ways: with music, blindfolds, tactile, and other "fun" methods to master the art of 
cursive writing. Classes will take place on Sundays in July immediately after the 9:30 a.m. wor-
ship service, or on Monday mornings in July (time to be determined). Class sessions last one 
hour each with a total of five classes. For more information, contact John Tanis at 
John.Tanis@Epiphany.Elmhurst.org or (312) 388-7790. 

Have you ever wanted to tickle the ivories and learn to play a few songs on that piano or key-
board? Do you love to sing, but want to sound better? Got that “strumming” feeling whenever 
you hear or see a guitar? Think about taking some summer weekly “freshener” lessons on pi-
ano or keyboard, voice or guitar with our Music Director who has over 40 years of experience 
teaching private lessons to the very young up to the very old. Lessons are 30 minutes, usually 
once a week but are more flexible through the summer months. IT’S NEVER TOO LATE TO 
LEARN if you are just a beginner. Contact John at (312) 388-7790 or at 
JohnTanis@EpiphanyElmhurst@org. to sign up or have any questions answered 

Summer Music Enrichment  
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June Anniversaries 

1  Freddy and Chris LeBron  
3  Gary and Susan Gross 
  Patrick and Amy Jones 
5  Ronald and Cheryl Richards 
6  Marty and Tiffany Jensen 
11  William and Melissa Hudson 
12  Roy and Adrianna Cook  
13  John and Kristine DeGrace  
  Terry and Michelle Crowley 
14  Wayne and Catherine Phelps  
  Kristina and Steve Pankow  
15  Harry and Marcia Ardinger 
16  Greg and Ellen Lippert 
  Bill and Susan Bonner 
18  Ron and Karen Koval  
  Bill and Janet Rudhman 
  Maureen and Nate McPherson  

19  Walter and Cricket Sawosko 
  Lindsay and Eric Von Schaumburg 
20 John and Phyllis Field  
 Steve and Amy Vesely 
21  Bryan and Patricia Keller 
 Troy and Kim Oder 
 David and Karin Hawes 
23  Scott and Paula Bublitz 
 Cheryl and Charles Frieberger 
24 Michael and Kristine Hanley 
25  Steven and Roxanne Rickenbrode  
26 Patrick and Jenny Barton   
28  Wilbur and Grace Lippert  
 Ty and Lois Hodgson 
 Glen and Susan Ganzer 
 Mark and Susan Roucka 
 Lito and Jenny Toreja  
 Timothy and Kristin Thomas 
29 Scott and Letitia Bonthron  

Thank You 

Let it Rain! 

Many thanks to the congregation for the well-wishes, 
cards, kind thoughts and prayers during my recent 
medical set-back. Also, thanks to Congregation Council 
for granting me medical leave during this very trying 
time. I'm on the road to recovery and look forward to 
being back soon.   
               --John Tanis 

To My Church family: 
A belated “Thank You” for all your prayers and cards. Ben loved coming to Epiphany. 
              --Shirley Dochoff 

The Lincoln Girl Scout Troop has extended their thanks for the use 
of our building with their gift of this colorful rain barrel. It's beauti-
ful, girls! We're happy to have you at Epiphany! 



 

 

1  Kim Haukland, Brian Samar, Eric  
 Friesenhahn 
2 Suzan Ganser, Jeff Marti, Keean 
 Mueller, Ethan Crow, Neil Sutton  
3 Shirley Swanson, Alisa DiBeasi, Ryan 
 Pesek, Sara Steinecker 
4  Carole Poltrock, Bruno Albarello,  
 David Kies, Sam Kociak, Amanda 
 Healy, Izzy Smith 
5 Art Miehle, Pamela Pozeck 
6  Martha Clark, Jon Rotermund,  
 Phillip Browning, Kyler Peterson, 
 David Wyman, Nicholas Sgarioto, 
 Trevor Gulley, Christopher  
 DuFort, Jr. 
8  Pat Haidle, Chris Elsass, Eric  
 Norquist, Alexander Carson, Kayden 
 Kolb 
9  Areina Connolly, Rodney Durham,  
 Melanie Becker, Morgan Mehring, 
 Olivia Wentzel 
10 Michelle Crowley, Amy Wilson,  
 Ethan Sorenson 
11  Louse Cripe, Tracy Hunt, Karen  
 Norquist, Gene Semmelhack,  
 Joshua Roucks, Jessica Rivas, Daniel 
 Davies 
12 Cleo Tengroth, Suzanne Wilcox 
13  Cricket Sawosko, Robert Laramie, 
 Christopher Nolen, Madison Jones, 
 Joshua Tobin, Olivia Martin 
14 Ingrid Durham, Robert Smith, Adrian 
 Ramirez 
  
  

June Birthdays 

15  John Tegmeyer, Michael Pyne, 
 Annette Edwards, Phillip Howell, 
 Charles Toreja, Adam Marti 
16  Sally Hammerle, Scott Hawkins,  
 Michelle Szczepaniak,  
17 Claire Doberstein, Alexandra 
 Howell, Adam  Camp, Luc DeGrace 
18 Bruce Hill, Wanda Block, Roy 
 Cook, Luke D’Agostino, Catherine 
 Wilcox 
20 Nathan Kris 
21  Patricia Samar, Linda Anderson,  
 Kristin Rimington, Thomas  
 Trimble, Dayle Mueller, Henry 
 Kelley, Braxton Elsass 
22  Jan Davis, Meghan O’Malley,  
 Jacqueline Neidhardt, Lily 
 Beerhalter 
 Alexander Mihavics, Simon  
 Redfearn, Eric Solem 
24 Hannah Benvenuto, Lyla Crowley 
25  William Rudman, Adeline Roy 
26 Donna Johnson, Sharon  
 Semmelhack, Debbie Biery, 
 Lisa Hedrick, Matthew Langer, 
 Emma Johnson, Ryan Pickell, 
 Kristofer Kammerdiener 
27  Jane Knudsen, Christopher  
 Samuelian, Rebecca Johnson 
28  Ken Cripe, Sean Caster, Jordan 

 Wilson, Shannon Wilson 
29  Peter Thomas 
30 Riannah Hudson 
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Our members: Todd Becker, Wayne Bell, Judith Billingsley, Nancy Bode, Marie Buford, Shirley 
Dochoff, Sienna Dudley, Bill Friberg, Babette Halen, Mary K. Hanson, Josie Heard, Joyce Hill, Ella Hruby, 
Catherine Knapp, Pastor Jen, Bob Sutherland, John Tanis, Marlene Tegmeyer 

Our friends: Emma Barz (friend of the Redfearn family), Eli James Becker (grandson of Gwen and 
Richard Becker), Bill and Virginia Bonham (Bill Friberg’s brother-in-law and sister-in-law), Evelyn Boutin 
(Lito Toreja’s sister), Laverne Budris (Lisa Budris’ mother), Randy Durham (Rodney Durham’s brother), 
Bill Durham (Rodney Durham’s father), Judy Elenbaas (friend of the Kellers), Elizabeth Engfer (daughter 
of Marjorie and Bill Thiel), Charles Fahrenwald (Wayne and Joan Bell’s grandson), Don Feld (Lisa Budris’ 
uncle), Marge Flemming (friend of Pat Haidle), Gwen Gorman (daughter of Glen and Elsa Heinemann), 
Keith Groenwald (former member), Owen Thomas Gross (grandson of Gary and Sue Gross), Andy Ham-
blin (Jan Davis’ son, Helen Evensen’s grandson), Lorna Hansen (Amy Rimington’s mother), Jan Harms 
(Jen Mann’s mother), Christa Johnson (friend of the Hedricks), John Johnson (Janet Rudhman’s broth-
er), Robert Kampf (friend of Daryl Bartelson), Kevorak Kahvedsian (friend of the Haidles), Jan Kopas 
(nephew of Mary Langer), Glen Kelley (friend of the Haidles), Bob Krzyzewski (Lila Peters’ brother-in-
law), Cindy Krzyzewski (Lila Peters’ niece), Lindsay Larson (Andrea Redfearn's niece), Greg Lechowski 
(friend of Joe Schram), Bill Lentine (father of Trisha Graham), Lora Corey Marut (friend of Linda 
Stratton), Harriet Mason (friend of Sandra Vaughn), Karen McCaa (sister of Amy Pilny), Betsy McKeever 
(Kristin Hall’s aunt), Evan Thomas Mevis (Ruth Blair’s grandson), Marie Mueller (mother of Keelie Wit-
zel), Gail Nerison, Nancy O’Leary and Family (Sue Mooshool’s sister), Mary Overbeck (friend of Karen 
and Larry Bircher), Patti Paul (friend of Curt Clifford), Joseph Paumier (father of Ben Paumier),  Betty 
Patch (Lori Trimble’s mom), Barbara Phelps (Wayne Phelps’ mother), Joe Pilny (David Pilny’s father), 
John Rossi, Eva Salems (Lila Peters’ sister), the Seeck Family (family of Jackie Darling’s sister), Marge 
Swanson (Shirley Swanson’s mother), Pat Swanson (Shirley Swanson’s sister-in-law), Joan Sturino 
(sister of Dawn Sanders), Bea Tanis (John Tanis’ mother), Bill Tarnow (friend of Joe Schram), Irma Tena 
(friend of the Johnson family), Matt Toole (friend of Phyllis Field), John VanFleet (friend of the Ten-
groths), Jeff Vidt (Sue Kostecki’s brother), Diane Viise  (family of  Annette and Bill Edwards), Eric Von 
Schaumburg (husband of Lindsay Rudhman), David Wells (son-in-law of Elsa and Glen Heinemann), 
Cathy Wendell and Gina Rapaz (sister-in-law and niece of Genevieve Scaro), Lori Wood (friend of Pastor 
Moser), Betty Zelent (Cindy O’Malley’s mother) 

In Our Prayers 

STAFF DIRECTORY 
Ronald W. Feltman Pastor    630-832-8457 Ron.Feltman@EpiphanyElmhurst.org 
Jennifer S. Moser Pastor    630-832-8457 Jennifer.Moser@EpiphanyElmhurst.org 
Jack (J.D.) Graham Office Administrator  630-832-8457 Jack.Graham@EpiphanyElmhurst.org 
John Tanis            Director of Music   312-388-7790 John.Tanis@EpiphanyElmhurst.org 
Moose Flores Director of Youth Ministry  708-595-7749.  LYO@epiphanyelmhurst.org 
Scott Miller         Faith Formation Assistant  630-832-6416 Scott.Miller@EpiphanyElmhurst.org 
Maria Terracciano Custodian   630-832-8457 Maria.Terracciano@EpiphanyElmhurst.org 

 

Thank you to everyone who submits articles to The Star. Articles submitted are subject to review 
by the editor. Any significant revisions will be discussed with the author of the  

article. You may email contributions to: info@EpiphanyElmhurst.org 
Deadlines for submissions for the July edition are due Friday, June 16. 
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