
 

THE UNIVERSITY LEGACY SCHOLARSHIP AT PDC 

Introduction: 

The University Legacy Scholarship Program at CSUSB Palm Desert provides a new opportunity for outstanding 

students to complete their undergraduate degree locally. Offering some of the best students graduating from our 

local high schools an outstanding college alternative means that we can retain young leaders who will build their lives 

and careers right here in the Coachella Valley, improving this region for generations to come. 

The University Legacy Scholars will be awarded a four-year scholarship to support tuition and fees for an undergraduate 

degree at PDC. This program is established for deserving local students who are graduates of high schools from the 

Coachella Valley Unified School District, Desert Sands Unified School District, and Palm Springs Unified School District. In 

addition, students graduating from accredited private and online schools in the Coachella Valley will be eligible for this 

scholarship program.  

The selection will be made from an application and interview process conducted by representatives of the Advancement 

Board and faculty/staff of the Palm Desert Campus. Criteria for selection of the honorees include academic and 

scholarship performance, as measured by cumulative grade point average, class ranking, and standardized test scores. 

The second criteria for evaluation will be leadership potential, as demonstrated by previous leadership experiences, 

community engagement, and – for scholarship continuation – ongoing involvement as a leader on the Palm Desert 

Campus of Cal State University San Bernardino. The final area considered in selecting Scholars will be financial need, 

measured by the findings of the Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA). 

The first class of University Legacy Scholars will be welcomed in the Fall 2017, with the goal of the program to eventually 

fund a class of 10-15 new scholars each year. As the program becomes established, the program is expected to be 

expanded to provide support to outstanding transfer students from the region’s community colleges.  

Program Benefits: 

There are several layers of direct benefits from this program. For the local students selected as University Legacy 

Scholars, the experience of a college degree earned without the financial stress of paying for that opportunity is the 

most obvious and significant benefit of the program. At the community level, this new effort will encourage the “best 

and the brightest” of our region to continue their education here, lessening the highly concerning “brain drain” in our 

Valley. Increasing the next generation of committed young professionals who can measurably improve the overall 

quality of life in the Coachella Valley by building their personal and professional lives here is an important outcome of 

this program, as well. At the campus level, the presence of 10-15 particularly outstanding students in each incoming 

freshman class will measurably improve the overall academic performance in PDC classrooms with a positive affect 

experienced throughout the campus. The expectation for ongoing community service and leadership for these students 

is also a direct benefit as the campus continues to develop the student life experience, a goal more readily achieved with 

these students at the helm of leadership opportunities. Finally, the University Legacy Scholars become the cornerstone 

of a developing Honors College, a long-term objective of the campus for a truly enriched academic environment. 

 

The PDC is YOUR Coachella Valley four-year, public university! 

Learn more at pdc.csusb.edu.  

http://www.pdc.csusb.edu/

