
 

NEWSLETTER 
December 2018 

It’s Not Farewell… 

Dear sisters and brothers of St James Cathedral, 
 
On Sunday, Dec 2, I will celebrate my last Eucharist at the cathedral as your interim, and we'll welcome your 

new Dean, the Very Rev. Ryan Newman.  I'm also excited to share the altar with Terrance Goodpasture, who 
will proclaim the gospel for the first time.  We have much to celebrate as a community. 
 

I've been reflecting a lot on my time with you over this last 
year. You have been so brave...you shared your worries and 
concerns with me about change back in January, you al-
lowed me to be with you in study during Lent and in prepa-

ration for confirmations and baptisms, you trusted me with 
your prayer needs, you let me bless your children and hug 
your pets.  We have sang, laughed, prayed, pondered, and 

loved each other and our community together.  You are 
amazing, and I'm grateful and honored to have been on this 
journey with you.  If Jesus were to walk into St James today, 

I think he would say "wow" at how we love each other and 
our neighbors. 
 

In "normal" interim situations, your interim would move on 
to the next community.  However, as Canon, I'm in a little bit of a different situation. My office is at the cathe-
dral, so several days a week, I'll be on campus having meetings and working on diocesan projects. I hope if 

you find yourself at the office, you'll pop your head in and say hi.  The cathedral will be part of my visitation 
schedule in 2019, which means that I'll be around a couple of Sundays during the year, but I will also have 
visitations around the diocese.  I hope you'll hold these communities in your prayers, and I hope you'll also 

hold me in your prayers during my travels.  
 
The apostle Paul said, "I give thanks for you daily"...I couldn't have said it any better. Thank you for letting 

me walk with you.  Thank you for your faithfulness. Thank you for loving each other enough to try this crazy 



experiment of learning to be the cathedral.  Thank you for being wonderful.  You will be in my prayers daily 
as you and Dean Ryan begin this new part of the journey. 

 
May you be well. May you be happy. May you know peace. May you know love.  
 

Blessed Advent and Merry Christmas. 
 
Your sister in the Way of Love, 

Cn. Anna 

world that continues to struggle with terror, tragedy, suffering, hatred, and 
strife. Many in the congregation heeded the challenge to leave their Nativ- ity 
up  
in their homes throughout the year. Also, throughout the year, the Holy 
Family were front-and-center in the Church’s sanctuary—literally at the 
foot of the altar.  
 
2018 has been a difficult year for the human family. We have watched 
with great pain and sadness the struggles, injustices, and tragedies endured by our immigrant and refugee 
brothers and sisters. We continue to be shocked and disheartened by the reckless actions of extremists who 
thrive off others’ fears and insecurities. Also, we have witnessed too many reminders that our nation continues 
to be rocked by the endless cycles of gun violence and racism. 
 
More than ever, the Nativity of our Lord is a prophetic reminder and profound call for Christians throughout 
the world to be actively engaged in the work of peacemaking, reconciliation, rendering aid, healing, and shar-
ing God’s love. We need to strive for justice and peace among all people, and respect the dignity of every hu-
man being! 
 
The birth of our Lord and Savior reminds us that we are sons and daughters of a refugee child. We are bap-
tized into a community and a family called to love God and to love our neighbor. We are empowered to be 
“Christ’s Light” to a broken world. 
 
With Christmas comes hope! In Christmas comes joy! Through Christmas comes love! We invite you to share 

Christmas with us—together may we discover and celebrate the hope, joy, and love that is Christ our Lord!  

It’s  Welcome! 

Each month, Dean Ryan will be delivering a message to us in the newsletter.  Look for it as we begin a new 

era at Saint James Episcopal Cathedral! 

 

A few years ago, during the Christmas season, I challenged the congregation I was serving not to break down 
their Nativity scenes. Instead, I gave them a task: To find a home for a young refugee and his family, not only 
at Christmas, but throughout the whole year.   
 
The hope was that the Holy Family would be a daily reminder of God’s 
continual commitment (and our role) to protecting those needing protec-
tion, especially immigrants and refugees. I also encouraged families to 
place the Holy Family near a window allowing them to watch over a 



  And may we take our Christmas reality into the world especially to those most in need. “They will know us 
as children of Christ by the love we offer.” (Paraphrasing John 13:35) 
 
May God richly bless you, all those whom you love, and all whom you are called to serve in Christ’s name, 
in this holy season and always. 
 
Faithfully in the name of the great peacemaker,  
 
ryan+ 
 
# # # 

LOOKING BACK 
AT SAINT JAMES HISTORY 

—by Emily Niblick 

Did you know that the Saint James Episcopal 

Church was founded in 1879 as a missionary 

church?  And that there have been other locations of 

the church in Fresno since then? 

Yes, our Cathedral has (by California standards) a 

long history.  Recently, some members of the Cathe-

dral have come across and are studying the numer-

ous records and objects stored away above the offic-

es in the administration building.  It is amazing what 

they have found!  One item was a Dutch bible from 

the 17th century that had been donated to the church 

somewhere along the way.   

Those who are working on trying to organize these 

historical materials have gotten pretty enthusiastic 

about what they have found.  So much so that they 

have shared some of their findings with the newslet-

ter, and we hope to make it a regular feature. 

In the meantime, Richard Jennings did a little re-

search on the beautiful windows that are located not 

only in the Cathedral, but also in the chapel.  The 

windows are more than just windows, of course.  

Each is dedicated to the memory of someone who 

worshiped with us, although not at the same time, as 

the Saint James Episcopal congregation. 

But before we get into Richard’s findings, allow me 

to share with you something that the very first priest 

at Saint James wrote about starting the Saint James 

missionary church: 

The Reverend Douglas Kelly wrote this about the 

church around 1891: 

The Reverend Douglas Kelly 

 

The Reverend Douglas O. Kelly 

First Rector of St. James’ Church, 1888-1891 

Wife and seven sons 

“The first organization of the Episcopal church in 

Fresno county was St. James Mission, Fresno city, 

which I formed in the fall of 1879. On the first two 

Sundays, services were held in Tupper’s law office, 

near where the First National bank now is. Then for 

a few months an old garret on H street, known as 

Magnolia Hall, did duty as a place of worship. Af-

terwards a room in the public school house was fit-

ted up and occupied for some time. 

In the summer of 1880 steps were taken toward the 

building of a church, and about $1300 was sub-

scribed for the purpose. Lots were secured on the 

corner of Fresno and N streets, though considerable 

hesitancy was expressed as to the expediency of 
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building “so far out of town” – the schoolhouse be-

ing then about the only other structure in that region. 

The first service in the new church was held in the 

spring of 1881, the Rev. William L. Mott of Modes-

to preaching the sermon. The building then was in a 

very incomplete condition, consisting of little more 

than the bare brick walls, the roof, floor and win-

dows. 

During the winter of 1880-1 a commodious parson-

age was also built adjoining the church, with funds I 

raised mostly at the East. The church was not fin-

ished and cleared of debt until December, 1884, 

when it was consecrated by the Rt. Rev. Bishop Kip. 

Since then various improvements and additions have 

been made both to the church and the parsonage, 

and now there is talk of enlarging the church to ac-

comodate the increasing congregation. A fine pedal-

bass organ was placed in the church last spring, at 

which Prof. E. M. Drury presides as organist, and, 

assisted by some of the best vocalists in the city, 

provides a musical service of a high quality. 

The Mission was developed into a parish at Easter, 

1888, at which I as the missionary became the rec-

tor. The vestry consists or W. E. Gilmore, Dr. Hop-

kins, Philip Stewart, J. G. Rhodes, Wm. More 

Young, J. M. Collier and Wm. G. Uridge. George H. 

Andrus is treasurer of the parish, and also superin-

tendent of the Sunday school. 

When first organized, in 1879, there were but nine 

communicant members, all ladies. Since that time 

74 have been added by confirmation and 160 by ad-

mission.” 

Rev. D. O. Kelly 

written c. 1891 

Pretty interesting.  How do you suppose it was in 

Fresno in those days?  Wild and wooly? 

Now let’s take a look at the windows Richard inves-

tigated. 

The chapel, of course, dates much later than 

Revered Kelly’s time, and the windows came from 

an earlier incarnation of Saint James church.  But 

they have a story.  The next time you are in the 

chapel, examine them and now you’ll know how  

 

they came to be. 

In the 1878 and 1900 Fresno City directories listed 

Mr. C.H, Emmons as the president of the Donahoo-

Emmons Company, located at K and Amador in 

Fresno.  Richard reported that he was involved in 

the hardware business.  He had married Sibyl Petrie 

in 1894 and she had moved to Fresno..  A boy was 

born to her in 1898.  But by 1900 her health had de-

teriorated as the 1900 census lists her as having a 

live-in nurse.  According to her obituary (which I 

suppose as a sign of the times lists her only as “Mrs. 

C. H. Emmons” throughout) she had given birth to 

another baby six months prior to her death on Janu-

ary 27, 1903, from cancer.   

It was reported that her sister, who lived in Hunting-

ton, Virginia, came to Fresno with the intention of 

taking Sibyl’s remains back to Virginia to be in-

terred.  She did do, as she is entombed, along with 

C. H., her husband, in a rather impressive edifice. 

Her obituary reported that “Mrs. Emmons…was a 

very prominent member of the Episcopal Church, 

and the funeral service will probably be said by Rev. 

Harvey S. Hanson.” 

It seems rather obvious that her husband Collis 

loved Sibyl and that, as well, poor Sibyl lived a trag-

ic life.  She was 29 years old when she died.  And so 

he provided a new stained glass window for Saint 

James in her memory, the very one which lets the 

light shine in on us when we meet on a Sunday 

morning in the Chapel. A depiction of the good 

shepherd Jesus, watching over his flock. 

Sibyl Emmons Memorial Window 



Now, how about that other window in the chapel?  

The one over the door.  That was in honor of 

George C. Grimes, who came to Fresno in 1888, at 

the end of the his long and arduous travels all over 

California started with the aftermath of the great 

Gold Rush.  He had married Miss E. J, Freeman in 

Woodland, California, and now came down to 

Fresno to be an insurance agent and live out the 

last ten years of his life.  The first part of this life 

was described in a book listing notable citizen of 

early Fresno: 

“GEORGE C. GRIMES was born in Hubbardston, 

Worcester County, Massachusetts, in January, 

1835_ He received an academic education at Ches-

ter, Vermont, where he was prepared for a colle-

giate course; but, being inclined to mercantile pur-

suits, he entered Comer's Commercial College, 

Boston, where he graduated in 1854. On January 1, 

1855, he accepted a clerkship in the Suffolk Bank 

of Boston, where he remained four years. One year 

he was employed as ship's-clerk with Page, Rich-

ardson & Co,  Ship life becoming monotonous he 

being filled with that spirit of enterprise and pro-

gression peculiar to the early settlers of the Pacific 

coast, sailed from New York, February 6, 1860, on 

the steamer Northern Light, and arrived in San 

Francisco on the 3d of March, where he remained 

only a few weeks. The mining fever having seized 

him, he traveled by boat, stage, mule and snow 

shoes to Rabbit creek, in Sierra County, and en-

gaged in mining; but, soon learning that “all is not 

gold that glitters," he left the mines and returned to 

San Francisco, where he remained until the great 

Comstock mines attracted his attention. Proceeding 

to Virginia City, Nevada, he engaged in the wood 

and lumber trade. In 1869 became back to Califor-

nia, and in 1870 located in Woodland, Yolo Coun-

ty, where he engaged in mercantile business.  

“In 1877 Mr. Grimes married Miss E. J. Freeman, 

and remained in Woodland until 1879. In that year 

he formed a partnership with G. N. Freeman in the 

general merchandise business at Capay Valley, 

twenty miles west of Woodland. In 1887 the great 

tidal wave that swept toward Southern California 

took him along. He visited Santa Barbara, Los An-

geles and San Diego, and finally located in Fresno 

in March, 1888, where he has since resided, and 

where he intends to remain. 

“Mr. Grimes, among other things, has taken a live-

ly interest in Freemasonry, and is a faithful follow-

er of that ancient order, having received the Master 

Mason, Royal Arch and Knights Templar degrees; 

also attained the thirty-second degree, Scottish 

Rite. He has been twice elected High Priest of Tri-

go Chapter, which position be now holds. He is 

also a Past Patron of the Order of the Eastern Star. 

In this branch of Masonry his wife shares honors 

with him, she being a Past Matron of Raisina 

Chapter, No. 89, O. E. S., and Grand Electa of the 

Grand Chapter of California. 

“Mr. Grimes has seen much of the growth and de-

velopment of California, has devoted thirty years 

of  his life to advance her interests, and is confi-

dent that the day is not far distant when her shores 

will be settled with the most prosperous and happy 

people in the world.” 

He became a member of Saint James Episcopal 

church, from which he was buried on Saturday 

morning, June 4th, 1898, his service commencing 

at 9 am.  His cause of death was cancer. 

His wife survived him and no doubt arranged for 

the lovely window which watches over us as we 

leave the chapel.  Next time, please note along the 

bottom: “In Memory of George Clayton Grimes.” 

 

George Clayton Grimes Memorial Window 
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ADULT FORUM  

FEATURES WAY OF 

LOVE 

Starts December 2nd 

WHAT DO YOU SEEK? 

Early in his ministry, Jesus of Nazareth was sur-

rounded by crowds. He turned and asked, “What do 

you seek?” (John 1:38). For more than a thousand 

years, monastics have greeted pilgrims knocking on 

their doors by 

asking: “What do 

you seek?” To-

day, each of us 

can pause with 

the same ques-

tion.  

As much as the 

world has 

changed, the fun-

damental human 

hopes and yearn-

ings that draw us 

to faith may not 

be so different. 

For so many ... 

WE SEEK LOVE 

To know God’s love, to love and be loved by oth-

ers, and to love ourselves. 

WE SEEK FREEDOM  

 From the many forces — sin, fear, oppression, and 

division that pull us from living as God created us to 

be: dignified, whole, and free. 

WE SEEK ABUNDANT LIFE 

Overflowing with joy, peace, generosity, and de-

light. Where there is enough for all because we all 

share with abandon.  

A life of meaning, given back to God and lived for 

others. 

WE SEEK JESUS  

The way of Jesus is the Way of Love, and that way 

has the power to change lives and change the world.  

THEN COME AND FOLLOW… 

For the season of Advent, Journeying the Way of 

Love offers four sessions to be explored as we await 

the coming of Christ by moving through the first 

two chapters of the Gospel of Luke. Luke’s gospel 

provides a pattern for understanding how we can 

live the Way of Love as individuals, as families and 

friends, as a community, and out in the world. 

Participants are encouraged to read and reflect on 

these passages 

in Luke 

throughout the 

season of Ad-

vent and “try 

on” the spiritu-

al practices of 

the Way of 

Love. To ac-

company this 

curriculum, 

participants 

should also 

print a copy of 

the Journeying 

the Way of 

Love Advent Calendar, which offers daily sugges-

tions for engaging in the seven practices that en-

compass the Way of Love. When the group gathers 

each week, participants will reflect with one another 

on how they experienced taking up the practices in 

the calendar. 



THOUGHTS ON 

THE WAY OF LOVE  

FROM DEACON 

TERRANCE 
A few weeks ago, I had the pleasure of attending a 

conference with two other Deacons in process 

along with our Canon. Canon Anna, Tom Hamp-

son, Wilson Colon and I, all traveled to Los Ange-

les to attend an ABCD training through the office 

of ERD (Episcopal Relief and Development). 

ABCD is short for Asset Based Community Devel-

opment. 

An Asset-Based Approach to Engaging Church and 

Community is centered around the belief that indi-

viduals, groups, and communities have the gifts 

they need to address the needs they see around 

them. 1 Corinthians 12 tells us that each of us are 

given different gifts to serve the community and we 

are all a part of the body of Christ working togeth-

er. 

Throughout the four days of our training we learned 

how to help communities discern their gifts from 

God and how those gifts can be used to the benefit 

of all. It is a means to sustainable development that 

stems from a focus on strengths versus needs. In 

order to do this work, we have to be in partnership 

and engage with one another to work together and 

move from thinking that there is inadequacy in a 

community that they are unable to address to be-

lieving they have an abundance of gifts and 

strengths to address their needs. Asset based devel-

opment encourages a community to share their pas-

sions, hopes, and dreams for their communities 

with the gifts (assets) around them. As a communi-

ty of faith, we are called to move away from doing 

something "to" or "for" a community. We need to 

stop looking at the deficits of a community and in-

stead ask what we all can gain by engaging with 

each other. 

Since attending this training, I have been reflecting 

on the message we heard at our recent Diocesan 

Convention regarding The Way of Love. Presiding 

Bishop Curry has invited the whole church to take up 

The Way of Love, a "rule of life" focused on practic-

es for a Jesus-Centered Life. Like the disciples, we 

are called by Jesus to follow the Way of Love. With 

God's help, we can turn from the powers of sin, ha-

tred, fear, injustice, and oppression toward the way 

of truth, love, hope, justice, and freedom. In turning, 

we reorient our lives to Jesus Christ, falling in love 

again, again, and again. 

There are seven aspects to this practice: 

TURN Pause, listen, and choose to follow Jesus 

LEARN Reflect on Scripture each day, especially 

Jesus' life and teachings 

PRAY Dwell intentionally with God each day 

WORSHIP Gather in community weekly to thank, 

praise, and draw near God 

BLESS Share faith and unselfishly give and serve 

GO Cross boundaries, listen deeply, and live like Je-

sus 

REST Receive the gift of God's grace, peace, and 

restoration 

Focusing on the call to Learn, scripture teaches us 

that we are called by God to to be a blessing to all 

the world and we do this through love. By reflecting 

on scripture each day, we can see the many ways we 

are called to do this work. If we look at the Feeding 

of the Five Thousand from the gospels (Matthew 

14:13-21, Mark 6:31-44, Luke 9:10-17 and John 6:5-

15), we can see how Jesus took the gifts the commu-

nity had to offer and fed them all through this mira-

cle. We as a community of God can perform miracles 

too. Notice Jesus did not tell the crowd what they 

needed, he asked them what they had to offer and 

used the "assets" of the community to feed them all. 

We are called to move outside of our buildings and 

to help transform our communities through love. By 

grounding our work in scripture, it will guide us 

through this process and help us all stay centered and 



focused on discovering the assets we have to trans-

form the world around us. 

I would encourage you all to incorporate the follow-

ing prayer into your prayer life and inwardly digest 

what it means for you to be a part of a community 

that is called to be a blessing to all the world. 

The call to Abraham, the patriarch of faith, is the 

call extended to all humankind: Be a blessing to all 

the world. God told Abraham: "All the people of the 

earth will be blessed through you." (Genesis 12:3.) 

When we accept the call of God to be a blessing, we 

are blessed to be a distributor of the goodness of 

God. We are loved by God, and in turn we love; we 

are forgiven, and in turn we forgive; we are made 

whole, and in turn we make others whole. When we 

count our blessings it is the beginning of prayer, not 

the end. (Mark 12:31) We ask that God bless others 

not simply for their satisfaction and fulfillment, but 

so they can join in the blessing of others. May we 

live so that "All the people of the earth will be 

blessed through us." From: A Prayer to Become a 

Blessing (From the book, Body Prayer, by Doug 

Pagitt, Kathryn Prill, and Colleen Shealer Olson) 

 

NEWS FROM ALTAR 

GUILD 
 

—by Carol Gavette 

 The Altar Guild is busy getting ready for the events 

on December 1st.  Saturday, we had a Polish Party – 

complete with lunch where we shared our favorite 

appetizers!   You’re really missing out, if you not 

part of this group!! 

There was no Ministry Fair on November 4th; how-

ever, I do hope that we can reschedule this im-

portant event for early in January when everyone is 

ready to start fresh for the new year!  We will be 

losing at least one of our valuable team members 

and need to add new members to our ranks! 

ADVENT is just around the corner (1st Sunday of 

Advent is December 2nd – what a busy weekend!)  

The Guild is preparing for this 4 week season of 

anticipation and preparation.  This first season of 

the Christian year will be very exciting with our 

new Dean here to guide us and share in these up-

coming beautiful seasons. 

Poinsettia Envelopes have been distributed in the 

pews and we are looking forward to having real 

poinsettias to brighten the Christmas decorations.  

 Junior Warden’s  

Report on Church 
Maintenance 

By Peter Cabbiness 

UPDATES ON MAINTENANCE/

SERVICE ITEMS 

 

The Cathedral Air Conditioning and Heating 

system has been repaired and is fully 

functional. This includes the Fireside 

Room Unit and the Kitchen Unit. Pursu-

ant to our several discussions at prior 

meetings, this repair required a great deal 

of custom fabrication and non-

conventional parts sourcing. The Kitchen 

thermostat needs new batteries which will 

be replaced this week. Additionally, Russ 

from PMSI is coming back out to our 

campus to give us a tutorial on the opera-

tion of the system. He is also developing 

a cost-effective regular maintenance 

schedule for these units and all of our oth-

er HVAC systems on campus. We will 

have a final report from him shortly in 

regard to the needed to the other units on 

campus. Once all repairs have been made, 

we can integrate his maintenance sched-

ule and costs into our calendaring and 

budgeting processes. I am working on a 

global maintenance schedule for all of our 

systems including, but not limited to, 

electrical, HVAC, lighting, irrigation, me-

chanical, elevator, appliance and structur-

al systems, etc. This data will then be im-



ported into our master calendaring system. 

Our master calendaring system continues to be 

developed and, hopefully, will be complete 

early next year. This calendar will include 

all usage dates for services, activities and 

events for the Diocese, Cathedral, Event 

Center, Food Bank, Vocations Plus, Faith 

in the Valley, School for Deacons, etc. The 

Diocese has already provided electronic 

access to their calendar for integration with 

our Cathedral Calendar and I have been 

meeting with the groups above as well as 

our regular service contractors and vendors 

to coordinate access for complete integra-

tion. 

After construction delays, Comcast internet is 

set up in the Event Center and the Thrift 

Store. We are working on completing the 

telephone connections and set up. We are 

also working on updating and modernizing 

our audio/visual capabilities in the Event 

Center. Our antiquated AV 

technology in the Event Cen-

ter is becoming an issue with 

our rental groups. The defi-

ciencies will also, over time, 

impact our Diocesan and Ca-

thedral special activities. 

We are continuing to repair and 

upgrade our irrigation and 

basic water systems.  Irriga-

tion valves are continuing to 

be repaired or replaced, lines 

are being repaired and main-

tained and sprinklers and 

control boxes are being replaced and re-

paired automatically as needed. The home-

less regularly break the sprinkler heads off 

so that they can set up a camp area to sleep 

without getting sprayed by the sprinklers.  

They also break in to our irrigation boxes 

looking for valuable wire (there is none) 

thus doing damage on a regular basis. The 

wiring damage is also automatically re-

paired immediately by our vendors (Perez 

or Martinez). We are, pursuant to City of 

Fresno requirements scheduling back flow 

testing. This must be completed prior to 

December 12, 2018 or water will be shut 

off. This is a regular facility requirement. 

Debris and dumped items are being removed 

automatically as well. These items include 

abandoned carts and clothing, furniture, 

sofas, broken limbs, dumped trash, etc. 

We have been aggressively cutting, trimming, 

removing and reshaping trees and bushes in 

order to complete our security plan for the 

campus. The plan is fully described below 

in the next section. An important element is 

visibility. Our goal is to reduce all plants 

and bushes to three feet or less and to re-

move overhanging tree branches in an ef-

fort to create six to eight feet of clearance. 

All dense foliage and climbing vines are 

being removed as well. 

The Cathedral has been professionally carpet 

cleaned. 

The White Room has been professionally car-

pet cleaned. 

The Event Center was profes-

sionally carpet cleaned at the 

end of summer and it is being 

spot cleaned by the same 

company later this month or 

early December. 

Steve Berglund continues to 

completely secure broken 

windows as they occur and to 

provide preventative measures 

throughout the campus. To 

date, his work has been im-

penetrable and aesthetically 

acceptable. 

Windows continue to be replaced as needed 

with modern, impact resistant glass as 

needed. However, at some point we need to 

consider replacing all of the windows. The 

old small panel, leaded frame windows 

from the 1950’s are fragile, worn out, weak 

and any panel damage results in damage to 

the soft malleable frame work. 

The elevator continues to be repaired as needed 

and maintained. 

YOUR 



412-4259.     

Meet William Patterson.  

William is the office vol-

unteer.  His job consists 

of supporting our clergy 

as they go about their dai-

ly tasks and duties.  Wil-

liam says there’s no such 

thing as a typical day at 

St. James.  Everyday is 

different with new challenges and new projects.  A 

native of Fresno, William spent most of his adult 

life in Walnut Creek where he raised his family.  

Upon retiring in 2010, he returned to Fresno, and 

eventually to the church of his youth, St. James.  

“It’s an honor to have an opportunity to serve.  It’s 

through service that I practice the teachings of 

Christ, and express my Christian love.”  Aside from 

being busy in the office, William also serves on the 

Commission on Ministry, and on the Human Re-

sources Task Force for the Diocese.     

   THE COTTAGE SHOP 
PREPARES FOR  

CHRISTMAS 
AND NEEDS YOUR HELP! 

The Cottage Shop is excited about the upcoming 

Christmas Season.  We will have several specials to 

assist our community in preparing for the holidays.  

With this in mind, we would like to encourage dona-

tions of seasonal items and warm winter items. 

As a December activity, we would like to open the 

shop on at least 1 if not 2 Sundays for a couple of 

hours after the 10:00 service.  Hopefully this would 

encourage the congregation to shop at the shop.  We 

do need a couple of extra volunteers to get this to 

work, so we’ll be working to get this into place in 

the next 2 weeks. 

VOLUNTEERS ARE URGENTLY 

NEEDED TO WORK IN THE COT-

TAGE SHOP THRIFT STORE DUR-

ING THE HOLIDAYS AND AFTER-

WARD.  IF YOU CAN SPARE A LIT-

TLE TIME PLEASE SEE CAROL 

GAVETTE. 

The ice machine was completely disassembled 

and repaired. 

Plumbing work in the event center has been 

completed as needed. 

Plumbing work in the Thrift Store has been 

completed. 

The lock to the Office screen door was repaired. 

Mosquito abatement including spraying, irriga-

tion repair and “netting” the valve boxes 

was completed. 

The storage room doors have been secured and 

waterproofed. I hope that this is enough to 

prevent flooding.  

Pest Control has been modified to include the 

School Buildings inside and out. 

We have instituted monthly facility meetings. I 

have been meeting with representatives 

from the different groups and organizations 

on campus each month to address service 

and maintenance needs and requests. 

You may have noticed that things are very busy on 

the St. James campus recently.  Jr. Warden Peter 

Cabbiness has taken on the responsibility of facility 

management, which in-

cludes the promotion 

and rental of Zoie Eden 

Hall for community 

events and activities.  

“Renting our community 

center to responsible 

parties is a very profita-

ble way for our Diocese 

to utilize assets”, he 

says.  “Aside from help-

ing to cover church op-

erational expenses, it promotes St. James Cathe-

dral”.   Peter says he already has a full calendar of 

events scheduled for the rest of the year, and thinks 

that 2019 will be even better.  For more information 

about the program contact William in the office at 

volunteer 

SPOTLIGHT 



It’s The Most Wonderful Time 

Of The Year… 
  
  

Important dates in December… 

  

Dec 1st: 11am, Dean's Installation 

             2pm, Deacon Ordinations 

  

December 2nd: Advent begins.. Dean Ryan will preach for the first time at Saint 

James! 

December 2nd: Advent Wreath Making during coffee hour.  

We will provide metal advent wreath forms, ribbon, wire to 

attach greens to forms, greenery and a handout for suggest-

ed advent prayers. Advent Candles will be available for 

small donations. Please save a space for your family on the 

bulletin board by the door. Bring your clippers or older scis-

sors and start the season with your very own handmade 

wreath. 

 

Dec 9: 3pm, Advent Lessons & Carols 

The Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was first celebrat-

ed at King's College, Cambridge on Christmas Eve, 1918. It 

was an adaptation of a similar service that had been writ-

ten for the cathedral at Truro in 1880. The lessons were 

reordered in 1919, and what we will see and hear are the 

lessons that have been used since that time. At King's Col-

lege, the Festival is a Christmas Eve service, and the les-

sons, and music, move deliberately from the season of Advent into Christmas-

tide. Many other parishes have adopted the tradition, occasionally modifying it 

as needed. Come join us for a festive and spiritually lifting break from the Sea-

son’s stresses! 

 

Dec 23rd: Greening of the church following 10am service 



           Perhaps the most striking and the 

most universal feature of Christmas is the 

use of evergreens in churches and homes. 

Among ancient Romans evergreens were 

an emblem of peace, joy, and victory. Early 

Christians placed them in their windows to 

indicate that Christ had entered the home. Holly and ivy, along with pine, and fir 

are called evergreens because they never change color. They are ever-green, ever

-alive, even in the midst of winter. Thus they can well symbolize the unchanging 

nature of our God, remind us of the everlasting life that is ours through Christ 

Jesus. You are invited to come decorate the cathedral in the “Greening of the 

Church.” 

 

Dec 24th: 6pm: Christmas Eve Family Service 

10:30pm: Carols 

11pm: Christmas Eve Service 

 Dec 25th: 9am: Christmas Day Service 

 

 

 

THE FOOD BANK THANKS YOU! 

 

THANKS FOR THE CONTRIBUTIONS IN A VERY  

SUCCESSFUL OATMEAL DRIVE.  THERE WILL BE 

HOT OATMEAL ON COLD MORNINGS FOR MANY OF 

OUR LESS FORTUNATE NEIGHBORS! 

 


