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Two-Year Process

•July 2015 
•Committee met in summer to study other district’s report cards and research 

•Determined there was a need for a new report card 

•Created draft of report cards using learning standards, review of other districts, and 
Ramsey initiatives 

•September 2015-June 2016 

•Received feedback from subject supervisor 

•Multiple revisions of report card 

•All Dater teachers introduced to the new report card format 



Process (continued)

•July 2016 

•Committee met to work on developing detailed report card benchmarks 

•September 2016 

•Implementation of new report card for 2016-2017 

•Presentations at Back to School Night and PTO Meeting 

•December 2016 

•First standards-based report card will be posted on Parent Portal 
  

 



Researched Standards-Based Report Cards 
of other High-Performing School Districts  

• Tenafly 

• Glen Rock 

• Mahwah 

• Harrington Park 

• Paramus 

• Wyckoff
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Why change the report card?

• As our curriculum has changed, it became clear that we 
needed to change our report card to align with these 
changes. 

• Last report card revision was 2007.  We needed to update 
our report card to reflect both current learning standards 
and Ramsey initiatives 

• Overall, this allows us to better communicate to parents a 
student’s progress



Why change to standards-based?

•Consistent 
•Measured against common standards  

•Transparent 
•Measured against predetermined benchmarks available to all 

•Fair 
•Students are being measured against a standard - not against peers (no 

curve) 
•Focused on Growth  

•Promotes a growth mindset in students



What is a standards-based report card? 

• A standards-based report card highlights the most important 
skills students should learn in each subject at a particular 
grade level.  

• A standards-based report card allows parents to see how their 
child is progressing toward a particular standard at a 
particular point in time. 

• Gives teachers a better tool for documenting a learner’s 
progress.



What are learning standards?

• Help us have clear expectations about 
what students should know and be 
able to do at each grade level 

• Provide learning targets for each grade 
level 

• We have had standards in education 
since the 1990s 

• Recent version is called NJ Learning 
Standards



Grading Scales



Key Points to Remember

There is no correlation between letter grades and the new scale 
(i.e. a “4” does not equal an “A”, “3” equal “B”) 

“4’s” will be very rare as they indicate an area that a student is 
consistently working beyond grade-level expectations. 

A “3” shows grade-level achievement.  This is the target. 

A “2” is an area to focus on for growth.  The student may require 
more time or support to reach the grade-level standard



Language affects beliefs

• Language on new report card 
reflects a growth mindset rather 
than a fixed mindset 

• Reflects belief that learning is a 
process.  

• Feedback is a part of that ongoing 
process



Changes the conversation

What did you get? 

How many points did you 
lose on that question? 

She’s an A student 

He’s a C student

● What have you learned? 

● What are your areas of 
strength? 

● What do you still need to 
work on?

FROM TO



More specific information

Instead of one overall Reading grade, you will now receive this:



More specific information

Instead of one overall Math grade, you will now receive this:

&



Common language in benchmarks 

1 - not meeting grade-level standards yet 

2 - approaching grade-level standards 

3 - consistently meeting grade-level standards 

4 - consistently extending and working beyond grade-level standards



Some benchmarks increase in difficulty



Some benchmarks increase in difficulty



Some benchmarks increase in difficulty



Other benchmarks stay the same

Benchmark

Report Card



Math example - increase in difficulty

Benchmark



Math example - increase in difficulty

Benchmark

Report Card



Some standards aren’t taught  
until the second or third trimester

Benchmark

Report Card



How will performance levels 
be determined?

Teachers will make determination where student stands in relation to the 
benchmark.   This determination will be based on: 

• Classroom assessments 

• Student work samples 

• Teacher notes from conferences and daily observations 



Feedback (not grades) promotes growth

• There will be less traditional tests 
and quizzes than the past. 


• We will assess students using more 
formative, organic classroom 
performance assessments to 
determine their proficiency level.


• These assessments will include 
detailed feedback.  However, there 
will not be traditional grades given 
for assignment.



Specials will also be more detailed



Learning Behaviors reflect Dater/Ramsey



Learning Behaviors reflect Dater/Ramsey



Narrative Comments!!

From Humanities and Math/Science teacher (at a minimum)



Why trimesters?

• Trimesters will allow teachers more time to teach, less time 
“testing”, thus, allowing more time to collect evidence to 
determine student performance levels. 

• The current marking periods are too short with tests/quizzes 
crammed at the end of the marking period.  

• For example, last year there were only 33 school days before the 
first marking period ended.  Extending the marking period 
allows us to focus on student growth over time.



Benefits of a Standards-Based Report Card

• Parents will get better information about their child as a learner 

• Parents will know what specific areas they can work on with 
their child 

• Promotes a growth mindset 

• Priorities learning over grades 

• Aligns with our district’s mission 



What’s next?

• Parents will be receiving feedback throughout the first trimester on assessments 
and work samples from the classroom 

• Report Card example, benchmarks, and other relevant information will be 
posted on “Standards-Based Report Card” section of Dater  website 

• November 7, 8, 9  - Parent-teacher conferences will be held.  Moving them away 
from the end of the first marking period will allow the conference to be focused 
on the student rather than the report card.  

• December 16 - First Report Card posted on Parent Portal


