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About the webinar: This study explores the factors that influence the recognition of and stigma towards
Prescription Drug Abuse (PDA) and Alcohol Abuse (AA). Using the results of national surveys on each topic
combined with county level data, we find that 64% of respondents correctly identify the condition as AA from a
vignette style question, while 61% correctly identified the PDA condition. The likelihood of correctly
identifying the condition is significantly lower for both PDA and AA if the respondent is younger and greater if
older. Males were less likely to correctly identify PDA, while for both PDA and AA, self-identifying as having
experienced PDA/AA themselves leads to a lower likelihood of correct identification. With regard to stigma, we
focus on the level of agreement or disagreement with the statement that the condition in the vignette is “not a
real medical illness’. For both AA and PDA, we find that the biggest factor in determining the likelihood of
disagreeing with the statement is correctly identifying the problem in the vignette. This suggests that stigma
surrounding these issues can be reduced by increasing literacy with regard to these mental health issues.

Presented by:
Robert Shupp is associate professor in Agricultural, Food, and Resource Economics at Michigan State
University.

Scott Loveridge is a professor specializing in regional development in the MSU Department of Agricultural,
Food, and Resource Economics. He also holds an MSU Extension appointment.
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Registration: There is no registration for this free webinar.

To join the webinar go to http://ncrcrd.adobeconnect.com/rhse/, “enter as a guest” is by default already chosen.
Type your name into the text box provided, and click on “Enter Room”. You are now in the meeting room for
the webinar.

To facilitate Q&A’s participants submit questions/comments via the Chat Function in Adobe Connect.

The webinar will be recorded and archived at http://www.healthbench.info/webinars.html

To receive these announcements directly, or to correct errors in our distribution list, please email
soliz@anr.msu.edu.
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