
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Investor Summit 2018 
presented by 

Thursday, October 25, 2018 
Fairmont Pacific Rim, Vancouver 

Conference Partner 



 
 
 
 

Investor Summit 2018 presented by Lumira Ventures 
 

 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LifeSciences BC Events Calendar 
 

Nov 1 LifeSciences BC Investor Readiness Workshop 
Nov 8 McCarthy Spotlight Speaking Series 
Nov 14 Gairdner Foundation Event at Science World 
Nov 20 Showcase Series: Kelowna 
Nov 22 Blakes Breakfast Speaking Event 
Dec 6 LifeSciences BC Holiday Social 
Jan 30-31 LifeSciences BC Access to Innovation Conference 
Apr 4 LifeSciences BC Awards Dinner presented by FARRIS 
Jun 3-6 BIO Conference: Philadelphia 
Jun 19 LifeSciences BC Annual Salmon BBQ 

 
For full event details please visit www.lifesciencesbc.ca 

 

 
 

 
For more information please contact: 

Irma Zukic 
Operations Manager, LifeSciences BC 
Email: izukic@lifesciencesbc.ca 
Telephone: 604-669-9909 ext. 101 

Interested in becoming a LifeSciences BC member?  
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Investor Summit 2018 
 presented by Lumira Ventures 

 
Welcome and Opening Remarks 

 
Dr. Lesley Esford, President & CEO, LifeSciences BC 
Daniel Hetu, Managing Director, Lumira Ventures 

 
Morning Presentation: 

‘The Digital Age: Getting Digital Health Startups to Commercialization’ 
Presenter: Dr. Allan Miranda, Head, JLabs Canada 

 
 
 

Session 1 – Digital Health/ Therapeutics/ Diagnostics 
Introduced by: Barbara Grantham 

President & CEO, VGH & UBC Hospital Foundation 

Conquer Experience 
Conquer Experience (www.conquerexperience.com) is a digital simulation 
company focused on delivering ‘Education as an Experience’™. With deep 
expertise in UX, VR and simulation gaming, the company has created the 
Experience Platform™ that brings learning to life.  Our award-winning product 
PeriopSim (www.periopsim.com) is built on the Experience Platform, available 
on the iPad, HTC VIVE and the HP Windows Mixed Reality headset and has 
been used in over 200 North American Hospitals, saving dollars and improving 
patient safety from day one. PeriopSim is the subject of the top-ranking 
international peer reviewed academic research paper on BMC Medical 
Education. The team is made up of Electronic Arts veterans and leaders in 
Canada, US and Globally in Simulation, Patient Safety and Education.   
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XCO Tech 
XCO is a technology company that delivers precision medicine and sport 
training solutions using its novel wearable technology, XPSTM. The system’s 
blend of simplicity and precision represents a major advance in the monitoring 
of concussion/TBI, frailty, neurodegenerative disease, musculoskeletal injury 
rehabilitation and athletic performance. The company’s BioAnalyticsTM fuse 
the system’s internationally recognized motion, biometric (e.g. HRV, heart rate, 
body temperature), cognitive-motor and cognition analysis, offering real-time 
assessments that are both highly individualized and easy to administer. The 
clinical-grade assessments and objective monitoring can be done across care 
and performance contexts (acute care, in-patient care, rehab, at-home, athletic 
teams and training facilities), and delivers high quality phenotyping of 
individuals to better determine diagnosis, health and risk status, disease 
progression, treatment efficacy and athletic performance. 
 
Primary Peptides Inc.  
Primary Peptides Inc. is a Canadian private biotech company, focusing on 
innovative peptide drugs using platform technologies: 1) peptide array to block 
protein-protein interaction; 2) peptide-mediated protein knockdown 
technology that is superior to antisense and RNAi methods. We have identified 
a series of key domains of disease-related proteins and designed several 
effective lead compounds for severe human diseases, including stroke, heart 
attack, Parkinson’s disease and prostate cancer. Yabao Pharmaceutical, a 
leading pharmaceutical company in China, has signed an exclusive license with 
Primary Peptides to develop and commercialize the innovative product K13 for 
the treatment of stroke. The Chinese IND has been approved. Yabao and 
Primary Peptides plan to do phase 1 clinical trial in 2018. Primary Peptides is 
looking for potential investors. 
 
GenomeMe Labs Inc. 
With a vision to advance Precision Medicine, GenomeMe Lab Inc. is a Canadian-
based company that develops and manufactures simple and powerful 
diagnostic tools for laboratories and hospitals in 50+ countries worldwide. 
Powered by state-of-the-art DNA sequencing and quantification technologies 
and a team of R&D experts, GenomeMe’s 90+ molecular pathology antibodies 
and qPCR-based diagnostic kits enable physicians to offer advanced healthcare 
solutions customized to their patient’s unique health and disease profiles. With 
9000+ sq. ft. of ISO 13485:2003 certified facility and a portfolio of CE/IVD 
products, GenomeMe aims to develop products and services that save lives, 
improve quality of life, and reduce healthcare costs. 
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Session 2 - Medical Devices 
Introduced by: Jennifer Marles, Partner, Oyen Wiggs 

 
NZ Technologies Inc.  
NZ Technologies Inc. (NZTech) is a technology innovation and a medical device 
manufacturing firm. NZTech develops emerging and highly innovative products 
for addressing the unmet needs in the field of human machine interaction with 
direct applications in modern operating rooms. Targeting minimally invasive 
operations, our award-winning product, TIPSOTM, enables surgeons to 
efficiently interact with radiology images in the sterile operative workspace. 
NZTech’s proprietary software and hardware is designed and built in-house at 
our office in Vancouver, BC. Our core product, TIPSO, is a specialized medical 
technology that has evolved from the technical expertise and unique industrial 
experience of our engineering team with contributions from physicians who are 
co-inventors in our technology. 
 
Tevosol Inc.  
Tevosol, Inc. is a medical device company developing the Ex-Vivo Organ 
Support System (EVOSS™) with the goal of increasing the number of organs 
available for transplantation. EVOSS™ is a portable warm perfusion device 
intended to achieve better recovery of organs, better resuscitation of 
dysfunctional organs, and longer preservation of function with the opportunity 
for ex-vivo treatment and evaluation. 

Augurex Life Science Corp. 
Augurex is an emerging commercial-stage, privately held biotechnology 
company located in Vancouver and is focused on the development and 
commercialization of biomarkers that transform patient clinical management 
for better disease outcomes. The company brings innovative blood tests and 
digital health, near-patient solutions to market to better inform clinical 
assessments for more precise care. The Augurex team is highly skilled in 
biomarker development, clinical validation and commercialization of 
healthcare products and services. Along with its integral team of Canadian 
contract researchers and manufacturers as well as world-renowned clinical 
rheumatology opinion leaders, Augurex is transforming autoimmune disease 
patient management, from early diagnosis to monitoring, with its 14-3-3η 
(eta) biomarker portfolio of tests. By biologically informing a clinical 
assessment, Augurex’s biomarkers optimize patient management by 
personalizing clinical decision-making. 
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Agilik Technology Inc.  
Agilik is commercializing an exoskeleton (exo) technology for the medical 
markets. Agilik will license the technology from Bionic Power.  Bionic Power has 
spent nearly $17 million developing this technology for the defence markets. 
Our company will be collaborating with the National Institute of Health (NIH) to 
perform clinical trials for crouch gait, a common condition in Cerebral Palsy 
patients.  NIH has performed clinical trials with their own exoskeleton and 
published a paper showing promising results.  Agilik’s exo is more developed 
than NIH’s, thus their decision to abandon their own exo development. We are 
raising $2 million at $2 million pre-money valuation with $1.5 soft circled by 
insiders, family and friends. 
 
 
Sonic Incytes Medical Group 
Sonic Incytes is developing point-of care quantitative ultrasound for advanced 
diagnostics and procedure guidance. Our first breakthrough product, Liver 
Incyte, targets chronic liver disease, a rising pandemic effecting 1-in-5 
individuals or over 200M globally.  Despite the pervasiveness of liver disease, 
there is no available point-of-care diagnostic that can detect disease at an early 
stage and reliably measure disease progression in patients of all sizes.  Also, the 
solutions available are not readily accessible to physicians.  
 
 
LightIntegra Technology Inc.  
Failed platelet transfusions cost >$6 Billion to the healthcare system worldwide 
and, more importantly, impact the care of blood cancer patients.  LightIntegra 
knows how painful failed transfusions are for physicians, patients, and the 
blood bank.  Understanding this struggle is what drove the innovation of 
ThromboLUX, the first device to provide routine diagnostic tests for platelet 
activation status.  LightIntegra strives for successful platelet transfusions by 
ensuring all blood cancer patients receive non-activated platelets, as 
determined by the ThromboLUX test.  Our technology is based on Dynamic 
Light Scattering which uses laser light to identify platelet activation. The CE 
mark was granted in Europe in 2012, and FDA Class 1 listed as of 2016. 
Commercialization launched with a US-based sales team in Q4 2017. 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

Investor Summit 2018 presented by Lumira Ventures 
 

 
 

Lunchtime Panel: ‘Best Practices in Forming a Syndicate’ 
 

Chair: Cheryl Reicin, Partner, Torys  
Panelists: 
• Praveen Gupta, President & CEO, PHEMI 
• Daniel Hetu, Managing Director, Lumira Ventures 
• Sacha Mann, Advisor 
• James Taylor, CEO & Co-Founder, Precision Nanosystems 
 
 

Session 3 – Medical Devices/Therapeutics 
Introduced by: Dr. Allan Miranda, Head, JLabs Canada 

 
Vesalius Cardiovascular Inc.  
Vesalius Cardiovascular Inc. is a medical device venture founded in Vancouver 
in 2016. Our mission is to replace open-heart surgery with a transcatheter 
intervention. Our solution will allow a larger number of patients to be treated 
while saving time, energy and money.  We are developing an implantable 
device able to repair degenerative mitral regurgitation, a very common heart 
valve disease, percutaneously. Delivered through a needle puncture, our device 
will reproduce a surgical valve repair result (safe, effective and durable), but 
without the need for, and risk and inconvenience of the operation. Currently 
we are at the engineering phase and aiming to reach the First-in-Man stage in 
2020. We have already confirmed our concept ex-vivo and planning our first in-
vivo in October 2018. 
 
Naegis Pharmaceuticals Inc. 
Naegis Pharmaceuticals Inc. is a Vancouver-based company developing novel, 
small molecules for the treatment of serious inflammatory diseases. The 
company is focused on the development of products that inhibit levels of pro-
inflammatory mediators involved in pulmonary and ocular diseases. The 
company’s lead molecule in preclinical development is first being directed 
towards uveitis, a disease that causes 10-15% of blindness in Canada and the 
US and has potential in other sight-threatening eye conditions.  With unique 
distribution properties and demonstrated efficacy in models of disease, the 
lead molecule has potential to be safer and more effective than existing 
treatments, including corticosteroids.  With a broadly applicable and exciting 
technology, a strong Board of Directors, and an experienced management 
team, Naegis’ vision is to build a pipeline of proprietary products for sight-
threatening eye diseases.     
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Zucara Therapeutics Inc.  
Zucara Therapeutics, a spin-out of CDRD and MaRS Innovation, is developing 
ZT-01, the first once-daily therapeutic to prevent hypoglycemia (low blood 
sugar) in diabetes patients. Zucara has been funded to date by its founding 
institutions as well as JDRF International, The Helmsley Charitable Trust, Accel-
Rx and NRC IRAP. The Company is raising US$10-15M in a Series A financing to 
support clinical trials which are anticipated to begin in late 2019.  ZT-01 offers 
significant benefit to diabetes patients by preventing hypoglycemia while 
current therapies are reactive, “rescuing” patients from potentially dangerous 
low blood sugar levels. ZT-01 works by blocking the activity of somatostatin, a 
pancreatic hormone that is not properly regulated in insulin-dependent 
diabetes. Blocking somatostatin restores glucagon secretion, which restores 
blood glucose levels. www.zucara.ca 
 
Tentarix Biologics 
Tentarix Biologics is a biotechnology company, spun out of Innovative Targeting 
Solutions (ITS), that will be developing a future class of biologics based on the 
minimal binding domain of fully human antibodies.   The company believes that 
the future of biologics extends beyond the limitations of monoclonal and 
bispecific antibodies and that future medicines will have properties that allow 
them to simultaneously engage multiple proteins.  Tentarix will be applying ITS’ 
HuTARG™ protein engineering platform to discover novel drug candidates that 
comprise multiple fully human antibody variable gene segments to give these 
molecules multispecific binding properties.  Tentarix believes it has the best 
protein engineering platform for engineering this new class of molecules and 
that as a result novel first-in-class opportunities will be possible. 
 
Pacylex Pharmaceuticals, Inc.  
Pacylex is a Canadian oncology company exploiting a new discovery in cancer 
biology which may explain how some cancers arise from normal cells. The 
company is responding to this discovery by developing a first-in-class, oral drug, 
PCLX-001, to turn on selective lethality, apoptosis, in these cancer cells, while 
leaving normal cells unharmed. Animal tests show this drug candidate 
completely eliminates tumors in 4 different animal models of blood cancers 
(leukemias and lymphomas). PCLX-001 also kills many solid tumor cancer cell 
lines and retards tumor growth in some animal models of lung and breast 
cancer.  The Global market for cancer therapeutics is expected to reach $147bn 
by 2021. Pacylex was recently named one of the first companies accepted into 
the new Merck-sponsored Accelerator in Edmonton. 
 

http://www.zucara.ca/
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BioInteractive Technologies Inc.  
BioInteractive Technologies is focused on helping people who suffer from hand 
injury and impairment recover faster and more effectively; and eventually, to 
prevent the occurrence of hand injuries. BioInteractive has developed the 
TENZR digital health solution comprising a patent-pending wristband, mobile 
application and cloud-based therapist dashboard. The TENZR wristband 
monitors the hand and wrist by sensing tendon, muscle and limb movement 
using proprietary sensing technology.   Pilot evaluation of TENZR for Hand 
Rehabilitation for individuals with Stroke has completed successfully, resulting 
in a purchase order and an LOI with a distributor. Pilot evaluation for Hand 
Rehabilitation for individuals with Repetitive Strain Injury (i.e Carpal Tunnel 
Syndrome, Tennis/Golfer’s Elbow) is expected to conclude successfully by Dec 
2018. TENZR is slated for product launch in Q4 of 2019 
 
 

Afternoon Presentation: 
 ‘Towards Regulating Advanced Technology Health Products’ 

Presenter: David Lee, Chief Regulatory Officer, Health Canada 
 
 

Session 4 – Medical Devices/Therapeutics 
Introduced by Tomica Divic, Vice President, Innovate BC 

 
MedGenesis Therapeutix Inc.  
MedGenesis Therapeutix is a privately-held biopharmaceutical company 
committed to developing and commercializing highly innovative treatments for 
patients with serious neurologic disease. MedGenesis' lead program, glial cell-
line derived neurotrophic factor (GDNF), is a potentially disease-modifying 
treatment for Parkinson's disease (PD) that has recently completed Phase 2 
clinical studies. The program is the first to use MedGenesis' proprietary 
intermittent convection-enhanced delivery (CED) paradigm for targeted, local 
drug administration to the affected brain area. GDNF is a wholly owned asset, 
previously partnered with Pfizer until their recent exit from neuroscience.  In 
PD, it has a >$6B per year peak market potential (estimated by Pfizer for, NA, 
EU5 and Japan).  Integrated results from recently completed Phase 2 studies 
demonstrate a strong efficacy signal.  GDNF is well tolerated and safe.  
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Qu Biologics Inc.  
Qu Biologics’ immunotherapy platform safely and effectively restores innate 
immune function in targeted organs. Three Phase 2 studies in Crohn’s disease 
(CD), ulcerative colitis and lung cancer are complete with compelling results, 
including 50% remission rates in anti-TNF naive CD patients, which is superior 
to current drugs. By restoring rather than suppressing immune function, we 
believe our platform has the potential for cure - 3 patients from the first CD 
cohort treated have been in sustained remission off of all medications for more 
than 6 years. We have proof of principle in Crohn’s disease, ulcerative colitis, 
cancer, COPD, asthma, autoimmune arthritis and infection. In cancer, our 
platform works through multiple important immunological mechanisms 
simultaneously, with demonstrated synergy with a wide range of cancer 
therapies. A follow-on CD study is underway to assess mucosal remission and 
to confirm biomarkers, high remission rates and sustained remission off of 
medications.    
 
Eupraxia Pharmaceuticals Inc.  
Eupraxia Pharmaceuticals has developed a novel platform that enables us to 
modulate drug release with precision, leveraging proven drugs to improve 
safety, duration and efficacy. Our disruptive technology encapsulates solid-drug 
microparticles in a customizable polymer shell, extending drug release from 
days to months. We are advancing a portfolio of drug candidates tailored to 
specific treatment needs in the areas of osteoarthritis, post-surgical pain and 
anti-infectives. Our lead product candidate, EP-104IAR, is a locally delivered, 
sustained-release, non-opioid intra-articular injectable for pain related to knee 
osteoarthritis. EP-104IAR is currently completing phase IIa trials and will 
advance in 2018 to a large phase IIb trial, following the 505(b)(2) pathway. The 
target product profile would be the first cartilage-sparing treatment for this 
disease, with longer efficacy than competitors. 
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Welcome Remarks:  
 
Gordon McCauley, President & CEO, The Centre for Drug Research 
and Development (CDRD) 
 
Fireside Chat:  
 
Hon. Navdeep Bains, Minister of Innovation, Science and Economic 
Development 
 
Karimah Es Sabar, CEO & Partner, Quark Ventures &  
Chair, Health and Biosciences Economic Strategy Table 
 
Moderator: Dr. Alan Winter, Innovation Commissioner, 
Province of British Columbia 
 
Panel Discussion:  
 
Chair: Andrew Casey, President & CEO, BIOTECanada 
Panelists: 

• Norma Biln, CEO & Co-Founder, Augurex 
• Jennifer Chan, Vice-President, Merck Canada 
• Karimah Es Sabar, CEO & Partner, Quark Ventures &  

             Chair, Health and Biosciences Economic Strategy Table 
 
Panel Thank You: 
  
Kathryn Hayashi, CEO, TRIUMF Innovations 
 
Closing Comments & Thank You: 
 

      
 

        
 

Health and Biosciences Economic Strategy Table 
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