
Saint Joseph Moscati 

(1880-1927, Italy) 

Feast November 16 

 

Virtue of the Month: 

Stewardship: Returning to God the first fruits of your time, talent and treasure  
  

 

Giuseppe Mario (Joseph) Moscati entered the world on the 12th day of July, 

1880, in Benevento, Italy, the son of a father who practiced law and served as 

a local judge and a mother whose family were members of the Italian 

nobility. Along with his parents and his eight brothers and sisters, young Joseph moved to Naples, Italy, 

and would spend much of the rest of his life in that area, becoming acquainted with two other Italians 

who would also be venerated for their holiness of life: Blessed Bartolo Longo and Saint Catarina 

Volpicelli. 
  

When his brother, Alberto, was seriously injured in a military accident, Joseph observed the excellent 

medical care he received and resolved to pursue medicine as his profession, receiving his MD from the 

University of Naples in 1903. A man of deep faith who took a private vow of chastity and attended mass 

daily, Dr. Moscati quickly won a reputation as a dedicated and compassionate physician. 
 

He was instrumental in the successful evacuation of a hospital destroyed by a volcano, in researching and 

developing measures to halt the spread of cholera, and in being one of the first physicians in his area to 

use insulin in the treatment of diabetes. Dr. Moscati also directed a local school and received his license 

to teach clinical medicine. Saint Joseph Moscati felt that his chief medical responsibility was providing 

alleviation of suffering.  He never charged the poor, often tucking some money in the prescription that he 

gave them. Saint Joseph Moscati died a peaceful death April 12, 1927.  Many miracles and cures have 

been attributed to Saint Joseph Moscati. 

 

Saint Joseph Moscati was canonized in 1987 after the mother of a young man cured of leukemia claimed 

a man in a white coat appeared to her in a dream to tell her that her son would live—and then identified 

the man from a photograph as Dr. Joseph Moscati.  

 


