
 When I began as the Chaplain for The Florida United Methodist Children’s Home in July of 2016, I found  

myself immersed in unfamiliar language. There are acronyms to describe agencies and therapeutic programs, titles for 

social workers and certified staff, and, of course, all of the lingo to describe places and things on campus. But there was 

also this word, “normalcy.” The Children’s Home makes a point of giving our children and youth the opportunity to live 

as normally as someone can in a group home setting. Normalcy became important for me when I took 30 of our youth to 

Warren W. Willis summer camp for a week this summer.  

 While we were at the camp, It quickly became apparent  that there was one question our residents could not answer 

as “normally” as their peers: “What church do you go to” This question always led to an explanation about life circum-

stances that no other youth had to share. Saying you’re from the Children’s Home comes with the burden of explaining 

why. Many of our residents skirted this question by saying they were from a church in Deltona. One afternoon during 

our week at camp I was sitting with the director of another conference ministry when she said, “Your group should have 

a name. They shouldn’t have to be the kids from the Children’s Home.” She was right. This was a normalcy issue.  

 In September, we gathered a group of residents from elementary to high schoolers and charged them with the task of 

coming up with three potential names for their church. The only conditions were that it had to be a name that told people 

something about our faith and that it couldn’t be something we would be embarrassed by a few years from now. The 

next Sunday, each potential name was presented by a resident. The congregation voted and we became SPARK! SPARK 

stands for Spiritually Powerful And Righteous Kids and describes our church as  

a place where faith begins.  

 It’s occurred to me in the time since that having a name for our church goes beyond  

normalcy. It was and is about who we are as a worshipping body. SPARK appropriately  

describes our church. We are not a place where people become rooted, as our congregation 

comes and goes frequently. However, we are a place where hope is ignited, where seeds are planted, and maybe—with 

the right conditions—a new faith journey can begin. Not to mention, we are pretty dynamic. SPARK has given our  

community something we’ve been desiring: an identity, a way of being known.  

 Within days of announcing our new name, a resident approached me with a drawing and a question, “Can this be our 

new logo?” I sent it off to a talented friend who turned the drawing into a digitized image. We are in the process of  

ordering a wall decal to put in the lobby of our chapel so all who enter our space will know who we are and who they 

can be, too. SPARK is also excited to get shirts and other branded items with our name written on them. It’s been a joy 

to see the ways we have embraced this new name, letting it become part of who they are. “Hi, I’m Madeline and I go to 

SPARK.” 

 Recently we learned that our worship team has been invited to lead a song or two at Annual Conference.  

I hope that if you see us there, you will join in celebrating us not as the residents of The  

Florida United Methodist Children’s Home, but as the children and youth of SPARK.   

For more information, log onto: www.fumch.org. 
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