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There is a rumor of a “summer slowdown” that hap-

pens in Michigan churches during our warmest months. 

It’s true that many of us head for lake cottages and 

beach blankets  throughout the summer, but for those 

moments when we are in town, we find things around 

the church are anything but slow. Our advocacy work is 

a year-round effort and this summer the Justice & 

Peace Ministry Team is sponsoring important events on 

immigration. Fellowship is a year-round joy so through-

out the summer we’ll be gathering for supper in each 

other’s homes and meeting on hiking trails and bike paths. And of course, worship 

is year-round, so each and every Sunday this summer we have an opportunity to 

renew our spirits and deepen our connection to God. My hope is that wherever 

your summer  journey takes you, the grace and peace of God will follow. 

 

Peace, 

Pastor Liz 
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WORSHIP  
July 8 – Immigration and Dreamers 

We welcome guest preacher Rev. Justo González II & and two young adult Dreamers 

to share their stories and experiences of immigration in Michigan. Following worship 

they will lead a community discussion and answer questions. 

(More information on page 4.) 

10:00 am Sunday 

July 15 
Guest Preacher Melanie Baker 

 
July 22 

Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
 

July 29 
John 6:1-21 

Worship Series in August 

Throughout August we will explore the Core Values of our church denomination, 

the United Church of Christ… 

Extravagant Welcome 

Continuing Testimony 

Changing Lives 
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Justice & Peace Ministry News 
Our Justice & Peace ministry team has been working to bring two major events this week so that 
we might hear directly from the communities and individuals that are most impacted when we 
talk about welcoming the stranger. Please join us for these events as we journey deeper towards 
solidarity with our immigrants and resisting inhumane immigration policies. 

 
Sunday, July 8th – Guest Preacher Rev. Justo González II & Post Worship Discussion 

Rev. Justo González II is the Southwest Area Minister and the Latinx Ministry Conference Coordi-
nator for the UCC Michigan Conference and is pastor of Ministerios Ríos de Agua Viva/Joy Like a 
River United Church of Christ, the first sanctuary church in metro Grand Rapids area. Rev. Gonzá-
lez works closely with immigrant communities. He will be joined by two young Dreamers, who will 
share their stories and experiences in a post-worship discussion time in the Community Room. 

 
Monday, July 9th – Short Documentary Screening and Q&A with Filmmakers – 7:00 p.m. 

 Edgewood is hosting a wider community screening of “What Happens to A Dream Deferred?” a 
short film about DACA. We will be joined by filmmakers Scott Boehm and the film subjects, MSU 
graduate students José Adrián Badillo Carlos and Osvaldo Sandoval for a discussion and Q&A. We 
will also have a group discussion about how to respond to US immigration policy.  Free and open 
to the public. 

 

Welcome Farid Rafizedeh  . . . our new Facilities Manager! 

Farid has 18 years of experience in planning, directing, organizing, 
monitoring and managing all aspects and activities of small and 
large scale construction and civil projects from the beginning to 
completion, along with a Masters degree in civil engineering from 
Western Michigan University.  He has a great desire to utilize his 
practical experience and academic degree to keep the Edgewood 
facilities in shape. 
 
Farid is here Monday, Wednesday and Friday, 9:00-1:00 as well as a 
few hours on the weekend.  



5 

 

Book Group  
The Book Group meets the FOURTH Monday of the month from NOON—1:30 p.m. in 
the Community Room for brown bag lunch and book discussion. If you like to read and 
enjoy lively discussions of an interesting variety of books—novels, biographies, mem-
oirs, essays—come join us. Newcomers always welcome!   

 

Date  Title      Author    Facilitator  
July 23 The Grass is Singing   Doris Lessing   Carol Ezell 
Aug. 27 My Beloved World   Assoc. Justice Sonia Sotomayor 

 CORAL GABLES BREAKFAST 
A group from Edgewood meets for breakfast at Coral Gables on the 4th Thursday of each 
month at 9:00 a.m.  The group is different each time and has no organized structure—just 
an opportunity to get together  for congeniality and friendship . . . and breakfast!  Join us 
on Thurs., July 26 and August 23! 

DINNERS FOR EIGHT (more or less) 

Sponsored by the Congregational Life Team, these are small din-
ners (or lunches) in the homes of members and friends or at 
church (accessible/alcohol free). Meals are simple, often pot-
luck, and conversation is the highlight of the event. This is a 
wonderful opportunity to relax, eat and get to know a few Edge-
wood people better.    
 

It’s easy and fun!   
If you are able to HOST or CO-HOST one of these meals, please fill out an information 
sheet (located on the bulletin board in the hallway) and place it on the green poster board 
so that others may sign up.  If you would like to be a GUEST, please find a meal that you can 
attend and sign up.   For more info: JoAnn Hubbard at hubbardjoann@yahoo.com. 
 

GOOD NEWS!   

There is a dinner on the board for July 12 at 6:30 with a couple more spots available!!! 

Can’t make it that night?  Host or co-host one and place it on the bulletin board! 
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Get Outside this summer and participate in  
Edgewood Outdoors! 

The Green Team is launching a new program this summer designed to get people outside to enjoy 
nature. The program, known as Edgewood Outdoors, will give people of all ages a chance to hike, 
bike, fish, kayak, canoe, swim and enjoy the outdoors. Please dress for the event and bring along 
water and sunscreen. In the event of bad weather, an event may be postponed or cancelled. Addi-
tional events are expected. If you are willing to lead an outdoor trip, please contact Jim Detjen at 
517-349-7360 or jamesdetjen@gmail.com. 
 
Here are some of the programs being planned: 
 
Sunday, July 29:  Pastor Liz Miller will lead a 25-mile "ice cream" bike ride, probably in the direc-
tion of Mason. Meet at Edgewood at 4 p.m. with your bike and a bottle of water. More details to 
come.  
 
Sunday, August 19:  Paddle the Grand River and enjoy the outdoors at Burchfield Park.  All-church 
celebration! Wear play clothes to worship that day and bring lunch in a cooler. At 11:30 a.m., Jim 
and Connie Detjen will lead a carpool trip to Burchfield Park in Holt,  crown jewel of the Ingham 
County Parks.   http://pk.ingham.org/Parks/BurchfieldPark.aspx  We'll enjoy a meal together fol-
lowed by your choice of activities including swimming, fishing, paddle boat rental, 18-hole disc golf, 
hiking, trail biking (bring your own bike) and there will be a chance to kayak or canoe on the Grand 
River. The rental fee per boat is $16.  Entrance fee to the park is $3 per car for Ingham County resi-
dents; $5 per car for non-residents. For more information, contact Jim or Connie at 517-349-7360. 
 
Saturday, August 25:  Hike with Pastor Liz. Meet at Edgewood at 9 a.m. This will be an easy hike 
of three miles or less. 
 
In addition, Ben Pineda is offering to lead a guided fishing expedition by kayak for parents and chil-
dren. Ben can provide the necessary gear. Contact Ben at 517-862-8073. 
 

Save the Date: All Church Cookout September 9th 

CLOTHING DRIVE FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN 
We will be collecting gently used and new clothing for school children (sizes 4T-16) dur-
ing the months of July and August.  Especially needed are new socks and underwear.  
The goal of Christian Services is to provide a week’s worth of new socks and underwear 
for each child.  Last year they helped clothe over 800 children during the months of July 
and August.     Please place your donation in the bin by the social hall.  Thank you for 
helping children in our area.  Mary Ann Baumgartner, contact person (517-281-8490).  

mailto:jamesdetjen@gmail.com
http://pk.ingham.org/Parks/BurchfieldPark.aspx
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS 
The Truman Morrison Lecture Series will be held  

Sunday, October 14, 2018.   
 
Dr. Alice W. Hunt will preach the sermon on Sunday, join us after 
the service for a wonderful lunch put on by Opal Wong and her 

committee, and address us in the afternoon. 
 
Alice Hunt, born and raised in Alabama, earned M.T.S., M.A. and a Ph.D degrees from Vander-
bilt University’s Divinity School, where she taught Hebrew Bible and eventually served as As-
sociate Dean for Academic Affairs.  In 2008, she was named President of Chicago Theology 
Seminary, which she led with great distinction for several decades.  In March 2018, the Amer-
ican Academy of Religion selected Dr. Hunt to serve as its Executive Director.  The AAR is a 
learned society and professional association of teachers and research scholars. The American 
Academy of Religion has over 10,000 members who teach in some 1,000 colleges, universi-
ties, seminaries, and schools in North America and abroad. The Academy is dedicated to fur-
thering knowledge of religion and religious institutions in all their forms and manifestations. 
This is accomplished through Academy-wide and regional conferences and meetings, publica-
tions, programs, and membership services. Dr. Hunt has served in leadership roles in the 
Chief Academic Officers Society, the Association of Theological Schools, the Society of Biblical 
Literature.  She has also served on various committees at the AAR. 
 
Dr. Hunt will be the keynote speaker at the UCC statewide meeting in Charlotte, October 12 
and 13. We are thrilled to host such an outstanding  scholar who is dedicated to academic ex-
cellence and one who has a passion for social justice and the ability and courage to respond 
to the challenges that face the church today in a chaotic world.  
 
Details will follow throughout the summer and into the fall. 
 

Edgewood Women’s A Cappella Ensemble 

There have been some inquiries about the women’s group that sang as “Nine Lives” at the 
Cabaret in April and as “Edgewomen A Cappella” at the June 3rd Sunday service (We haven’t 
settled on a name yet!).  Both times we sang with only one group practice and a warm-up be-
fore the performance.  We welcome additional SSAA singers who are experienced choral 
singers, who can read and learn the music on their own, sing a part by themselves if neces-
sary, switch between parts as needed, and perform with one short practice.  We do not in-
tend to have a regular, weekly practice time. If you are interested in joining us, give your 
name and email address to JoAnn Hubbard at hubbardjoann@yahoo.com or Peggy Dunn at 
peggygardens@att.net and you will be added to our email list for the next time we have an 
opportunity to sing. 

 

 

 

mailto:hubbardjoann@yahoo.com
mailto:peggygardens@att.net
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Edgewood United Church Staff  

A Just Peace Church ~ An Open & Affirming Church  

Ministers: Every Member  

Pastor: Liz Miller (pastorliz@edgewooducc.org)  

Office Administrator: Cindy Winter (cindy@edgewooducc.org)  

Christian Education Coordinator &  

Web Communication Assistant: Emily Barr (emily@edgewooducc.org)  

Social Media Intern:  

Youth Ministry Coordinator: Marcia Beer (marcia@edgewooducc.org)  

Adult Choir Director: Monty Bieber  

Ringing, Singing & Jammin’ Directors: Marcia Beer & JoAnn Hubbard  

Youth Ensemble Director: Marcia Beer  

Bell Choir Directors: JoAnn Hubbard & Kayla Cicola  

Organists: Mary Ann Baumgartner & Elizabeth Clarke 

Bookkeeper: Nancy Lynn (accountant@edgewooducc.org)  

Facilities Manager: Farid Rafizedeh (facilitiesmanager@edgewooducc.org)  

 

 

Edgewood United Church Mission Covenant  

Edgewood United Church, United Church of Christ, affirms that a loving and sustaining God is 

still speaking and creating. Following the life, spirit and teaching of Jesus, we welcome all as 

we commit to do justice and love kindness and walk humbly with God.  

 

No matter who you are, or where you are on life’s journey, 

you are welcome here.  


