


Tourism, Retail Promotion, Community 
 

Why is Candyland good for Andalusia? This event has 3 main goals: tourism, retail stimulation 
and community involvement.  We brought roughly 18,000 visitors to the downtown area of Andalusia in 
December of last year, many of which came across county and state lines.  For a small rural town with 
no beaches or other draws, this is a huge accomplishment.   While visiting, our tax revenue base 
increased over the previous period by $300,000 and some stores reported record sales.  Most 
importantly, our community took pride in the event and found a new reason to be proud of the place we 
all cherish and call home.   

 
Exposure is key! According to our social media channels – 200,743 people saw the Candyland 

Event come through their newsfeed during the month of December.  Of those, 18,278 either commented, 

shared, liked or tagged the event.  No negative feedback was received through this channel.  Who are 

these people? 77 % were women, 23% were men.  25% were from within Covington County, 75% were 

from outside of Covington County.  The top places that engaged with the event were from Enterprise, 

Dothan, Greenville, Crestview, Troy, Montgomery, Atlanta and Defuniak Springs (In that order).   

Onlyinyourstate.com listed this event as one of the Top Ten Christmas Towns in Alabama (after just our 

1st year!).  Our website,  www.christmasincandyland.com, received over 20,000 visitors during last 

season.  In the local media, the Andalusia Star News, WAAO, WFXX and TV Cable all continuously 

covered the event, but we also had WTVY, WSFA, and WAKA attend and run live stories on the event. 

We were featured in Wiregrass Living Magazine – November/December Issue and Alabama Living 

Magazine, November/December issue.  We advertised on 2 Billboards –one in Greenville on I10, and 

the other in Crestview, Florida on HWY 85.  We also have issued tourism brochures with information 

about the event for all of the welcome centers.   

 
Local businesses can show off their creativity and community involvement by participating in 

creating the playhouses or “C-ANDY-Land Cottages”. These imaginative play cottages make up a holiday 
village.  You will find a supermarket, a stuffed animal hospital, a cottage church, an insurance office, a 
ballet studio, a dentist’s office, and a piggy bank, just to name a few, all dressed up for the holidays.  
These cottages inspire children to imagine themselves in different careers and fantasies as well as spend 
quality time running around outdoors.   Communities, employees, families, all come together when they 
have a project to work on together.  These cottages make this project complete and uniquely ours.     

 
 Theme Décor is important.  To tie the event together and keep the magic alive, we are making 
an investment in theme décor and attractions.  We are adding larger than life ornaments, snow machines, 
candy canes, snow banks, and snowflakes to complete the look.   

 

What can we expect in 2016?  The City of Andalusia and the Andalusia Area Chamber of 

Commerce wish to expand our existing tourism, and build an asset valuable in creating a tourism 
destination and theme based experience in Andalusia.  We wish to offer a practical family friendly and 
safe experience in an exciting, inspiring way. We are promising daily snow flurries, outdoor ice skating in 
the park, a snow tubing hill, train rides, and a magical holiday village surrounding a 60 ft. holiday tree, all 
in the southernmost part of Alabama.    

 
 

 

Christmas in Candyland  
 

http://www.christmasincandyland.com/


  

   

 

“We are very proud to be part of this special project 

and all of the long work hours that went into 

building the CEC gingerbread house were well 

worth the effort after seeing so many people, 

especially children, light up at Candyland on the 

Square” 

Patty Singleton Seay, Covington Electric 

Cooperative 



  

Huddle House  
Downtown Diner 
Andalusia Animal Clinic  
Mini Pet Clinic 
Goodwyn, Mills and Cawood  
Engineering Office 
Servpro 
Fire House 
Andalusia Manor 
Candy-lusia Manor 
The Apple Program  
Candyland School  
South Alabama Regional 
Airport  

Candyland Airport 

 
Local businesses can show off 

their creativity and community 

involvement by participating in 
creating the playhouses that make 
up the “C-ANDY-Land Cottages”. 
These imaginative play cottages 
create a holiday village, complete 

with a supermarket, a stuffed 
animal hospital, a cottage church, 
an insurance office, a ballet studio, 

a dentist’s office, and a piggy 
bank, just to name a few.  These 

cottages inspire children to 
imagine themselves in different 
careers and fantasies as well as 

spend quality time running around 
outdoors.   Communities, 

employees, families, all come 
together when they have a project 

to work on together.  These 
cottages make this project 

complete and uniquely ours. 



 

  

Springdale on Ice 

Outdoor ice skating is a special experience for 

youthful visitors to Andalusia in December.  This 

rink in the center of Springdale Estate and park, 

beautifully decorated for the holidays, is a perfect 

opportunity to make lasting holiday memories.  

The Polar Bear Tubing Hill will be an added 

attraction this year, boasting two 100 ft. lanes for 

racing snow tubes.   With all of this excitement, 

we are welcoming tourists with an opportunity for 

an overnight stay in our community and plenty of 

attractions to make the trip worthwhile.   

“Let it Snow, Let it Snow, Let it Snow” 

The Springdale Express 

In 2015, the Chamber partnered with local 
businesses to bring the Springdale Express to 
Candyland.  This beautifully hand-crafted steam 
locomotive replica is ADA accessible and brings 
joy to all who visit.  Even Santa and Mrs. Claus 
have been escorted into town aboard the 
Springdale Express. Train rides are free and make 
the loop around the Veterans Memorial. As an 
added attraction this year, a 40 ft. lighted tunnel 
and a trail of Holiday Trees decorated by local 
organizations will be featured along the Springdale 

Trail.      



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What to Expect:  

Springdale on Ice 
 

The EZ GLIDE 350 

Synthetic Ice Rink has been 
purchased and will be open 
weekends in December.  Skate 
rentals will be $5.  We have 140 
pairs of new hockey and figure 
skates, a skate sharpener, new 
panels and all tools necessary.   

Additional Theme Décor including 
these 4 Ft. Ornaments  

40 Ft. 
Lighted 
Tunnel 
For the 
Springdale 
Express 

Polar Bear Tubing 
Hill Two 100ft. lanes of 

Neveplast drift material create a 
simulated Snow Tubing 
Experience.  We have 45 
custom tubes that we will rent 
for 3 slides for $5.   

Proposed Tube Design 



 

What to Expect:  

Candyland 2016 

on the Square 

GLOBAL 
SPECIAL 
EFFECTS MAGIC 
LAMP 3 Magic Lamp 

Snow Machines will be 
placed on the square to 
produce snow shows during 
the event.  These will 
contribute added aesthetic 
value and make the snow 
more practical to access for 

the maintenance team.     

New Signage for the entrance  



 Be a Part of the Magic 
Sponsorship Opportunities 

Ornament 

Have your name or logo 
displayed on one of the 4 ft. 
ornaments leading into 
various attractions 

Ice Rink Snowflake/ 
Candyland Candy 
Sign 

24” signs posted on the fencing 
at either Springdale’s Winter 
Skating Rink or Candyland on 
the Square for the entire month 
of December. 

Springdale Tree 
Trail 
Decorate tree to be placed 
along the Springdale Express 
Train Trail at Springdale.  Each 
sponsor will be provided an 8ft. 
live Frazier fir and power 
supply.  

Build a Candyland 
Cottage 

Sponsor and build an 
interactive playhouse that 
depicts your company culture, 
entices the imagination, or 
embraces the holiday theme. 
The house will be on display all 
December, and used year after 
year.  Regular cleaning and off 

season storage provided.   

Hot Cocoa and 
Characters 

Be a Sponsor at the Hot Cocoa 
and Characters event with 

Meredith’s Miracles and Santa 
and Mrs. Claus on the Square 

Merry Movie  
on the Lawn 

Be a sponsor of this family-
friendly, free event at 

Springdale, complete with 
logo signage on the big 

screen.  A holiday themed 
movie will play each Friday 

evening.   
Available Fridays, Dec. 2, 9, 

and 16, 23, and 30. 


