
A message from Bishop Stephen T. Lane

Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good news of God, and saying, 
‘The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.’   

(Mark 1:14-15) 
My brothers and sisters in Christ,

Welcome to the 197th Convention of the Episcopal Church in Maine.

This marks the second year we’ll be meeting in Portland and the end 
of a seven year journey to hold Convention across the diocese. As I 
proposed in my Convention address last October, the business of 
Convention will be conducted in just one day. This is the first time we 
have held a one-day Convention in almost 20 years, and that one 
was unplanned. (Convention in Bangor in November 1997 was 
hurried along by an incoming blizzard.) The proposal to expand our 
education opportunities apart from Convention was successfully 
launched in April with our Spring Training event. Plans are underway 
for a similar event, likely in the Augusta area on April 29, 2017. We 
will meet in this way for two conventions and, then, evaluate our 
experience.

Our theme this year is: Going Local, Finding God. We will continue 
our reflections on God’s invitation to join God in our neighborhoods 
and on the discipleship practices that can strengthen our faith and our 
ministries. Amidst the press of business, I hope you will find time to 
consider God’s call to you.

In our business this year, we will consider adopting a living wage for 
all lay employees of the Diocese, discuss compensation for clergy, and elect diocesan officers and 
deputies to the 79th General Convention. We will bless those leaving to visit Jerusalem and Palestine, 
and we'll adopt a budget for 2017. Lay delegates to Diocesan Council will be elected at Area caucuses 
at Convention.

Building on our experience of last year, we will continue moving in the direction of using less paper for 
Convention. This Convention booklet will be available only as a downloadable PDF from the Diocesan 
website and an email notification to all clergy, delegates, and alternates. You may print them out or 
download them to your tablet or laptop computer. (We will not be able to supply power.)

Free garage parking is conveniently located adjacent to Abromson Hall off Bedford Street. Look for the 
signs and balloons.

Everything you need for the Convention is in this booklet (or may be found at the Convention link on the 
homepage of the diocesan website at www.episcopalmaine.org ). Please make every effort to attend a 
Pre-convention Hearing or watch it online. Ask questions and learn more about the issues under 
consideration. Please don’t forget to bring your booklet (e-copy or print) both to the hearing and to 
Convention.

I hope you are looking forward to Convention. I’m looking forward to seeing all of you.

Faithfully,

+Steve


