
Rarely does one get a chance to meet a book’s characters and visit the location 

where the story took place. This is what happened to the CBC group that went to 

Wilmington NC last month! 

 In this case, the name of the book is “Hopeful Imagination” and the place where 

it all happened, and is still happening, is First Baptist Church in Wilmington, a 

church steeped in history like CBC, who some 25 years ago, felt God’s Spirit 

stirring its staff and some of its members and inspiring a “holy discontent” with 

the status quo.  

The book narrates very candidly the victories and failures experienced as the 

church, having spent much time in prayer searching for what God might want to 

change,  stepped out on faith with the firm conviction that “the best was yet to 

come.”  

What struck me the most was expressed in this statement:  “the church exists 

primarily for those who are not a part of it.” Never had I thought of the church 

(any church) in those terms.  Visiting FBC and listening to its staff and some of its 

members gave me a picture of what being a church that really cares about “those 

who are not part of it” can look like.  From the state-of-the-arts activity center for 

kids of all ages, to the Tuesday-night ministry of preparing a hot meal for 

homeless people (a ministry started 12 years ago by one of the church’s youth 

group whose adult leader spoke to us of his continued involvement in this 

outreach), one sees evidence of a church on mission year-around, right where it 

was planted.  

The height of our congregation’s holy discontent took place before Dan Carlton 

came to be our pastor, leading many of us to pray fervently for God to send us a 

leader with a vision for what Culpeper Baptist Church and its people could 

become in this community. 

It’s obvious that God’s Holy Spirit has been answering that prayer as I think of 

what is currently going on! Look at the Child Development Center and the ever-

growing number of families it ministers to.  Look at the way the doors have 

opened to community organizations, particularly those dealing with individuals 



and families seeking hope in the middle of their darkness.  Look at all the activities 

taking place daily, many of them involving people who don’t attend worship.       

 We took another step forward two weeks ago, by unanimously approving further 

expansion of the CDC and all the changes involved that will affect our 

congregation.    

Will we see the fruit of these efforts?  Some of us probably won’t.  But “Hopeful 

Imagination” reminds us that our role is to sow the seeds … God takes care of the 

rest. 

Will we listen to the Spirit showing us where people are hurting and how we can 

help?  Are we willing to do “Whatever It Takes … to help people come to faith in 

Jesus Christ”?  First Baptist Church Wilmington showed us what a church that has 

chosen to do so might look like, and how that has brought its members closer to 

God and to each other. 

 

 

 


