
The Convenciónes of Central Texas  
Hispanic Presbyterian Churches in Mission Presbytery 

  
“And who knows but that you have come to your … position 

for such a time as this?” Esther 4:14b 
  
Convención, a long-held tradition with our Mission Presbytery Hispanic churches, will 
be held this year in San Marcos on November 5, 2017. However, due to the fire our 
church suffered last November, we will instead be using two alternate facilities, El 

Centro Hispano Cultural and Southside Community Center, both very close to the church property. 
Registration for the event starts at 9:00 AM, CST. And yes, Convención this year is on the day we turn 
back our clocks and return to standard time. This may be an added grace, allowing travelers an extra 
hour to make the trip to San Marcos. All who wish to join in are invited to attend our joyous reunion. 
Please RSVP to Christine Weckerly at cgweckerly@gmail.com by October 30. 
 
"Convención " - A meeting or gathering of people organized for a specific purpose; in this case, eccle-
siastical. 
  
Hispanic churches have a long history of holding convenciónes, and Hispanic Presbyterian churches 
are no exception. A group of Hispanic churches usually are located within a certain geographic area; 
or, in the case of a large city, the group is composed of Hispanic churches located within that particu-
lar city.  Convenciónes are usually held once a year and hosted by a particular Hispanic church. At the 
end of a convención, a meeting is convened to summarize the convencion and to name a host church 
for the following year's convención. The one-day agenda of a convención is very much like an ex-
tended Sunday church service, and includes communion. Convenciónes offer a time of Christian wor-
ship, fellowship and a sharing of each other's church's challenges and experiences. 
  
The Central Texas group of churches includes: El Buen Pastor, Austin; Everlasting Hope Presbyterian 
Church, Taylor; First Presbyterian Church, New Braunfels; Faith-Fe Presbyterian Church, Lockhart; 
Memorial Presbyterian Church, San Marcos. 
  
This year’s host church, Memorial Presbyterian Church, located in San Marcos, Texas, is the cradle 
church of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) among the Hispanic-Americans in the state of Texas. Or-
ganized in 1887, under the Texas-Mexican Presbytery, it became the springboard that led to the found-
ing of churches in service to Spanish-speaking Presbyterians reaching from Dallas to El Paso and from 
Brownsville to San Angelo, Texas. The beginning of the current church, Memorial Presbyterian in San 
Marcos, began in Martindale (or Reedville) and is recalled by a few of the descendants of the Spanish-
speaking families who were present at the funeral of a neighbor. There was no one there who felt 
qualified to “say a few words” on behalf of the departed. One visitor was Elder, Jose Maria Botello 
from Mexico. He offered to pray over the departed. The attendees were so impressed with his words 
that they requested more. So, the journey began. The gatherings were held in private homes in Mar-
tindale, Reedville, San Marcos and New Braunfels. One of the homes in New Braunfels belonged to 
Mr. Medardo Muňoz. It still stands in New Braunfels on the corner of Union Street and Torrey Street. 
His descendants are members of the First Presbyterian Church in New Braunfels currently led by Mr. 
Jose S. Muňoz CRE. We thank the Lord our God for our forebearers, men and women who through 
their hard work and commitment established the desire of spreading God’s Word.  We recognize the 
sacrifices and commitment of the first U.S. Missionaries like John Knox who reached out to Mexico 
and other lands before 1887 to offer the Word to our ancestors who were guided by Faith, Hope, and 
Charity all of their lives. We hope, by these gatherings, we can leave such a blessing to our own chil-
dren. 


