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From the Rabbi-Educator
I begin by thanking you for entrusting your child’s Jewish education to Temple Isaiah and our wonderful Faculty and Clergy. We all look forward to working in partnership with you to help raise your
children as engaged , knowledgeable, and active members of the Jewish
community
To our new families this year, we welcome you and hope that you will find the experience you were
looking for and more at Temple Isaiah. For our returning families, you can expect the same commitment to a positive Jewish education that has always existed at Temple Isaiah along with some new
tools to help us achieve our goals.

Over the past year, a task force on Reimagining Jewish Education has been working with leaders of
the Reform movement and other Reform congregations engaged in the same process to create a
vision for Temple Isaiah’s Religious School. You can see the working draft of that vision on the next
page. The core of the vision is to focus our educational programs around three pillars: Jewish Literacy, Family and Community.
The new programs and curricula being piloted this year reflect those pillars, and there will be other
new concepts and ideas coming forward, including opportunities for all parents to participate in
the process. If you have any questions, please feel free to be in touch.
I look forward to the coming year and to seeing all of our students grow.
L'shalom
Rabbi Daniel Plotkin

From the Religious School Chair
On behalf of the Religious School Committee it is my pleasure to welcome you to a new school year. The Religious School Committee meets once a month and we are here for you, your student, your family. We strive
to make sure our community here at Temple Isaiah Religious School is an inclusive, warm and open place.

We have an incredible staff here at Temple Isaiah ready with meaningful and engaging Jewish programs for
your student. This year we are using more technology in the classrooms with new iPads and Projectors. Also,
the new sound to print Hebrew curriculum promises enriched language classes. I encourage every family to
get involved, support our programs, attend family education events, and of course, share any concerns with
the Religious Education Committee.
I look forward to an amazing year. If you have any suggestions, complaints, or compliments, please call me.
L’Shalom,
Lisa Welch
3

From the Rabbi
Shalom!!! It is really a joy to welcome you to a new year at Temple Isaiah Religious School. For those
who are new here, we wish you B’ruchim HaBa’im – may you be blessed in your arrival.
Temple Isaiah Religious School is a very special place, where the hearts and minds of our children are
shaped through involvement with Jewish study and practice – where participation in Jewish community and learning helps guide them along the way to becoming a mensch (Yiddish for “an exemplary
human being”).
This past year, Rabbi Plotkin has been hard at work with an amazing committee of lay leaders and
educators looking at ways to make our Religious School better and better. We will partner with the
congregation in making Temple Isaiah Religious School the very best school that it can be.
We need for you to be a part of this process as well. You’ve already taken the first step by bringing
your child(ren) to our school. However, my plea is that you will be involved and interested in what
your child(ren) are learning; that you will ask them (even if it takes a few attempts) to share with you
what they learn in class; that you will make your home a laboratory where the Jewish living tools that
we try to instill in them can be exercised in building a rich and vibrant Jewish home life. We hope
that you will stick around on Sundays at Temple Isaiah – there’s lots going on! If you need resources
on Jewish parenting and home practice, please be in touch with Rabbi Plotkin, Rachel or myself.
We’re here to help.
L’Shalom,
Rabbi Craig Axler

From the Family Educator
As Rabbi Axler noted, you are key partners in your child(ren)’s Jewish education. Our family education programming is designed to give you the opportunity to learn alongside your child, modelling
the importance of Jewish education.
We strive to have programming that is engaging, meaningful and relevant to your lives outside of
synagogue. I’m excited for all that this year will bring – the return of some “classic” family programs
as well as new ones, including examining bedtime and morning routines through a Jewish lens in Kindergarten and launching the Family Giving Circle Initiative in fifth grade.
I am always happy to hear your feedback about what is going well and where we can do better.
Please don’t hesitate to be in touch with your questions, concerns, and ideas.
L’Shalom,
Rachel Petroff Kessler
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Temple Isaiah Youth Education
Program Vision Statement
Temple Isaiah values every child as created B’tzelem Elohim (in the image of God)
and welcomes every family as a sacred partner in creating our learning
community. Our Youth Education Program connects each child to their place as an
individual in covenantal relationship with God and the Jewish people. Our
programs create meaningful experiences for students that fosters a joyful Jewish
family life, engages them in a love of Torah learning and bonds them to the
blessings of being a part of the Jewish people.
Jewish Literacy
The Temple Isaiah Youth Education Program prepares our students to be engaged
Jewish adults by teaching the concepts that distinguish our unique Jewish
civilization and the skills that enable meaningful participation in Jewish
life. Through participation and knowledge acquisition we provide the tools to
learn core aspects of Judaism with a focus on Mitzvot, our Jewish story, values,
ritual, and our bond to Israel. We emphasize Hebrew as both a contemporary and
sacred language.
Family:
Youth education involves the entire family, with parents and children growing
together. The partnership between the Temple Isaiah Youth Education Program
and our families fosters the development of strong Jewish identities, a pride in
Jewish heritage, and a love of Jewish learning.

Community:
The Temple Isaiah Youth Education Program connects our students and families
with each other, with the larger Temple Isaiah community and with the broader
Jewish community in our region and around the world. We emphasize our
children’s connection to the people, history, and modern nation of Israel and
foster Jewish identity through shared, community experiences in living a Jewish
life.
Draft Sattement as of 8/24/2017
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Parent & Student Responsibilities
You can provide your child with opportunities for Jewish growth, not only by recognizing
achievement, but also by respecting and supporting your child’s efforts. Strong, positive
Jewish role models at home complete and reinforce what is learned in school.
In addition to the positive example you set, you can help your child make the most of his/her
Jewish education, with active encouragement and avoidance of activities that send a negative
message to your child.
Children take a more active interest in school if they know their parents are involved. Below
are some suggestions:




Keep absences, lateness, and early pick-up to a minimum.
Help your child establish a set time for homework in a quiet and distraction-free area.
Encourage the practice of Hebrew reading aloud by listening to your child read and by
following the prayers that can be accessed on the TI website.
 Monitor to make sure that toys, sports equipment, and games are not brought to school.
 Let your child’s teacher know if your child is having any home or personal difficulties that
could affect school work.
 Attend Temple services to reinforce what has been learned in school.

Religious School Hours
Beresheet (Pre-K)

Twice a month 9am – 10:45am

Grades Kindergarten & 1

9am – 10:45am

Grade 2 & 3

11am - 1pm

Grades 4, 5 & 6

9am -1pm

Gesher (Grade 7)

6pm – 8pm

Next Dor (Grades 8, 9 &10)

6pm -8pm

Dor v’Dor (Grades 11 &12)

Monthly 6pm – 8pm

The Religious School Office is opened Monday through Thursday 9am - 5pm and Sunday
8:30am - 1pm. Rabbi Plotkin is available in the office Tuesday through Friday during
normal business hours.
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Student Drop Off & Pick Up
For the safety of all of our students please pay careful attention to the following:
 Drop off and pick up will take place at the school entrance.
 Parking in the fire lanes is not permitted.
 Be sure to follow the drop off and pick-up pattern designated by the orange cones. Double

or triple parking is not allowed under any circumstances.
 Please stop at all marked crosswalks to make sure no students are crossing
 Students should only cross at the marked corsswalks.
Traffic in the parking lot can be heavy at pick-up time. To prevent injuries, we will not allow
students to cross the parking lot without an adult. If you choose to park your car in the lot,
you must get out of the car and meet your child(ren) on the sidewalk.

Operations & Policies
Early Dismissal from Class
If a child must be dismissed early, a note from the parent or guardian must accompany the
child. No child will be dismissed early because he or she tells us that a parent is waiting outside. If a child does not have a note, please come into the school office and we will have the
student dismissed.

Overtime Charge for Late Pick-Up
Please make every effort to pick up your children promptly at dismissal time. If you cannot
pick up your child or carpool on time, you must call the school office. A penalty of $10.00 will
be imposed for each ten minutes after an initial ten-minute grace period . One late pick-up
will be allowed without penalty per school year. The penalty fee will be added to the family’s
tuition bill. For more details, contact the office.

Closing Due to Inclement Weather
Sunday classes will be canceled due to inclement weather if a snow emergency is in effect in
Howard County. We will alert families via email when a decision has been made and a notice
will be posted on our Facebook page. Families can sign up for text notification by texting
@tirshoco to 81010.
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Health Policy


Temple Isaiah Religious School does not have a health assistant or school nurse on staff.



Students are not permitted to take medication by themselves while in school.



Medication must be administered by parents. The Temple Isaiah Religious School must
have written notification for a child to carry an inhaler or other emergency medication
with which the child would self medicate.



The emergency procedure section of the registration form must be filled out for each
student prior to the first day of school



Students and staff are expected to maintain good standards of hygiene. In situations
involving contagious or communicable disease, a physician’s release will be required
before returning to school.

Holidays
Temple Isaiah Religious School and the Temple Isaiah Religious School office will be closed on
Jewish Holy Days including Shabbat. Classes are typically held on the intermediate days of
Festivals and on the morning before with the exception of Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.
Please see the Temple Isaiah Religious School Calendar for specific details.

Field Trips
Field trips are planned to reflect and enhance our curriculum. Specific information about
each field trip will be included on permission slips that will be sent home to the parents.
Permission slips must be signed by a parent or guardian and returned to school in order for a
child to participate. If a teacher believes that a student is not capable of handling himself/
herself in an appropriate manner, and that student’s parent cannot come along to supervise,
the teacher has the discretion to decline to take that student on the field trip. In that event,
the teacher will advise the Rabbi-Educator, who will notify the parents and arrange alternative plans for the student while the class is away.

Kashrut
We ask students to be sensitive to the laws of Kashrut by bringing only kosher style food and
snacks. Kosher style means we do not bring products containing pork or shellfish into the
building and we don’t mix milk and meat in the same meal.
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Discipline Policy
Every child is expected to behave in a way that promotes learning. If a child’s behavior is
disruptive to the class, the following procedures will be followed:



The student will be given one warning that this behavior is inappropriate.
If the student continues to misbehave or show disrespect, his/her parents will be called
and asked to discuss the situation with the student.
 If the disruptive behavior continues, the parents will be called to schedule a meeting with
the teacher, the child and the Rabbi-Educator to design a behavior improvement plan to
keep the child on track within the classroom.
 If the plan does not prove to be effective after two class sessions, the parents will be
called and asked to accompany their child in the classroom for the next class session.
If these steps do not result in improved behavior the following actions may lead to:




Suspension from Temple Isaiah Religious School
Expulsion from Temple Isaiah Religious School
Revocation of Bar/Bat Mitzvah privileges at Temple Isaiah

It is the belief of Temple Isaiah Religious School and the Religious School Committee that;
Derech Eretz, respect of others, is essential to our efforts in developing caring students. This
policy is in place to make sure we have a uniform method of handling disruptions. Each students, however, will be worked with as an individual in order to facilitate learning for every
student in the school.

Dress & Appearance
Appropriate attire is important to maintaining the proper atmosphere of learning and respect
in class. Students should wear clothing that meets the guidelines established by the Howard
County Public School System. Children should not come dressed in pajamas (except on
pajama day!) or other clothes that distract from the learning environment.

Kippot
We encourage all students, boys and girls, to wear kippot during services, Hebrew classes and
Torah study. Kippot are available outside of the sanctuary.
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Classroom Procedures
Celebrations in Class
Jewish festivals and Israeli holidays may be observed in class or as a school with appropriate
celebrations or commemorations. Parents may be asked to assist in organizing, supervising or
providing snacks in connection with these observances. Events not relevant to our Jewish
curriculum (e.g., Valentine’s Day, Halloween) are not celebrated.

Visiting Children in Class
Parents and adult relatives are welcome to visit their child in class at any time. Visitors must
check in at the school office and be escorted to the classroom by the Rabbi-Educator or an
assistant. Adults in the classroom are responsible to the teacher and must respect the
teacher’s authority. Adults may be requested to leave by the teacher or Rabbi-Educator if
their presence disrupts the learning environment. Parents are requested not to bring siblings
into the classroom or on field trips. Siblings below religious school age are welcome to attend
family education programs at the discretion of the Family Educator. Exceptions to this rule
must be approved by the Rabbi-Educator. Parents are solely responsible for siblings’ care and
supervision. The sibling may be asked to leave if problems arise.

Lost and Found
Please label your child’s belongings. Items found in the building are kept in a bin in the Temple
Isaiah Religious School office. Contact the religious school office to inquire about lost items.
All items not claimed by the end of the school year will be donated to an appropriate charity.

Communication
The school employs numerous channels to keep parents informed of events and policies
affecting the child’s Jewish education. A weekly e-newsletter, The Prophet, school handouts,
mailings, and handouts at Friday night services will be the primary sources of school
information. If you are not receiving a weekly e-newsletter every Thursday during the school
year, please alert Beth in the office at beth@templeisaiah.org.
Teachers will also be sending a weekly e-mail to the parents re-capping the activities and any
homework for each individual class. If you are not receiving these e-mails on a regular basis
please also let Beth know.
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Parent Concerns
Parents who have concerns regarding their child’s education should consult with their child’s
teacher. If the parent’s concerns are not resolved, then the parent should speak to the
Rabbi-Educator. If the concerns remain unresolved, the parent can proceed to the next and
final level of review, the Religious School Committee.

Religious School Committee
Parents are welcome to voice concerns to the Temple Isaiah Religious School Committee
Chairperson and/or members of the committee. If a parent desires to, he/she may request
that their concerns be placed on the agenda for the next School Committee meeting. Please
remember that the members are themselves parent volunteers, and should be treated with
the same courtesy that you would expect from them or any other person. In addition, it is
requested that late night, holiday, and Shabbat telephone calls concerning school business be
limited to emergencies.
Meetings of the School Committee are open to all interested parents. Exceptions to this
policy apply to meetings regarding the private grievances of other parents or personnel
matters. If you are interested in attending a School Committee meeting, please contact the
school office.
Religious School Committee Chair:
Religious School Committee Members:

Lisa Welch
Lesley Berkowitz
Jessica Cade
Rebecca Cohen
Brian Pertman
Laurie Stinebaugh (Teacher Representative)
Lori Rudolph (Liaison to Education Task Force)
Susan Stuart
Rachel Petroff Kessler
Rabbi Daniel Plotkin

To contact the committee please email the Chair, Lisa Welch, at lisajoy22@verizon.net
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Evaluation, Testing & Promotion
Report cards, including teacher comments, are sent home at the end of each semester in
January and May. Hebrew testing is done over the course of the year to assess the student’s
progress. Promotion to the next grade is contingent upon completion of the current grade’s
curriculum, limiting absences to a minimum.

Class Directory
A directory of the names, addresses, and telephone numbers of all families with children in
your child’s class can be made available by contacting the Temple Isaiah Religious School
office. These lists may be used for school business or for social contacts. Use for commercial
purposes is not permitted. This information may not be given to anyone not affiliated with
Temple Isaiah Religious School.

B’nai Mitzvah Policy
One of the core principles of the Temple is our commitment to Jewish education. We
believe that the more our children study with us, the stronger their identification with
Judaism will be. The B’nai Mitzvah is part of this process. Our B’nai Mitzvah students must
begin their Jewish education at Temple Isaiah Religious School no later than third grade. If a
family has been in members of another congregation and their child/ren have been in
religious school, they can continue their religious education on track here at Temple Isaiah
Religious School.
Families fill out our B’nai Mitzvah candidate form during the students fourth grade year to
begin the process of scheduling and planning each child’s B’nai Mitzvah. If your child is beginning at Temple Isaiah Religious School in 5th Grade or later, please call the Rabbi’s
Assistant at your earliest convenience to ensure that your child’s B’nai Mitzvah is not delayed.
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ADMISSION
Requirements
The school does not discriminate in any of its programs or services on the basis of race or
gender identity of students or parents. We also welcome inter-faith families regardless of the
faith practice of the non-Jewish parent.

Minimum Age
Students must be at least four (4) years of age on or before September 1st the year they enroll
in the Beresheet Program and at least five (5) on or before September 1st to enroll in
Kindergarten. Admission to any given class is always contingent upon the student’s ability to
do the work at that particular level. The Rabbi-Educator, at her/his discretion, may test any
student to determine the appropriate placement. Older students enrolling for the first time
will be placed in the appropriate grade level at the discretion of the Rabbi-Educator.

Families Not Affiliated with Temple Isaiah
Families who are members of another synagogue or are not members of any synagogue, are
welcome to enroll their children at the Temple Isaiah Religious School.

Religious Affiliation
Our policy is that each Temple Isaiah family identifies their child as Jewish and commits to
raising their child in a Jewish home. The family confirms that decision by having a child
become a B’nai Mitzvah and Confirmed. A family has every right to expose a child informally
to the teachings of another faith, but the policy of Temple Isaiah is according to Jewish tradition that an individual cannot be both Jewish and something else. There should be one religious identity. If there are questions that arise from a particular family situation, the family is
encouraged to discuss the matter with the rabbi.

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
A limited amount of money is available for scholarships. These funds are awarded on the basis
of need, and all applications are handled in strict confidentiality by the Temple Isaiah Financial
Assistance Committee.
Families seeking financial assistance should request an application from the Temple Isaiah
Office. For priority consideration, submit your completed form to the temple office by the end
of the current school year. Tuition bills will be sent to all registered families regardless of
financial aid status. Bills will be considered due and payable to the school unless a completed
scholarship application has been received by the office on or before the due date of the first
tuition payment.
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REGISTRATION
Materials
Registration materials are distributed in the spring for the next school year and include the
following important information:
Tuition and class schedules
Payment plans, policies and information about discounts
Registration will not be accepted for any student whose family has an outstanding TI or
Temple Isaiah Religious School bill, unless prior arrangements have been made. Temple Isaiah
is committed to providing a Jewish education for all of our students. The success of our
program depends on your financial support. Tuition payments are due on the payment plan
dates stated in the registration packet. A monthly payment option is also available and can be
set up by contacting Beth in the temple office at 301 317-1101 or beth@templeisaiah.org. If
payment is 60 days in arrears and you have not contacted the office to make payment arrangements, your children will not be able to continue their education at Temple Isaiah Religious School until the bill is satisfied or appropriate arrangements are made with the Temple

Late Enrollment
The late fee of $75/family is to be paid in full if you are a returning family and the registration
comes into the office after July 1.

EARLY WITHDRAWAL
Registration and other related fees are not refundable.
Tuition rebate for early withdrawal for those who leave the school and remain in Howard
County is as follows:

Withdrawals from Temple Isaiah Religious School made before August 15th will receive a full
refund of any tuitions paid. Any withdrawals made after August 15th but before the first day of
school will receive a refund of tuition, less $100 per child. Withdrawals made after the first day
of school will receive a refund of tuition paid for remaining classes less $150 per child. Please
note the registration fee is non-refundable. Waivers to this policy are at the discretion of the Religious School Director.
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SCHOOL PROGRAM
Beresheet Preschool Program – 4 year olds
This class meets two Sundays a month. Jewish holidays, customs and traditions are explored
through art, music, stories and special projects.
Primary School – Grades K through 3
In these grades, we seek to lay a firm foundation of Hebrew and Judaics upon which our
children’s Jewish education will be built.
Middle School – Grades 4 through 6
The Middle School curriculum builds upon the basic concepts and values transmitted in the
first years of school. While grades 4 through 6 are conventionally treated as the “Bar/Bat
Mitzvah years” we also strive to provide our students with skills, a way of thinking, and a set
of values that will serve them throughout their lives.
Gesher—Grade 7
The seventh grade students meet from 6pm to 8pm on Sunday evenings. The curriculum
focuses on developing an understanding of the Holocaust and its impact on the Jewish people,
the establishment of the state of Israel and while also serving as a time of social gathering for
the students.

Next Dor Grades 8 and 9
In eighth and ninth grades the classes focus on the history of the Jewish people, our
responsibilities as Jews and Jewish ethics. It is an opportunity to participate in interesting
discussion and projects. They also take part in a variety of electives such as Israeli cooking,
Jewish jam sessions, and more. To underscore the importance of continuing Jewish education
the 8th and 9th grades core classes are taught by Temple Isaiah’s Family Educator and RabbiEducator, respectively.
Next Dor—Confirmation – Grade 10
The nature of the educational experience shifts for our older students who participate in an
interactive setting with our rabbi. They examine their personal connection to Judaism and
discuss topical issues from a Reform Jewish perspective. The year ends on Erev Shavuot with a
moving service led by the Confirmands themselves. Confirmands are required to meet certain
obligations of learning and service during the Confirmation year.
Dor v’Dor—Grades 11 and 12
This class meets once a month on Sunday evenings. The class topics are determined through a
partnership of facilitator and students. The class will emphasize Jewish leadership, the
challenges and opportunities our students will find in the college years, and the role that our
students can play in tikkun olam- repairing our world- and making our community a better
place.
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ADDITIONAL PROGRAMS
Small Group Hebrew
New for 2017-18 the 4th-6th Grade Hebrew program will be taught in smaller groups,
assuring a low student to teacher ratio that assures every student reciieves sufficient one on
one time with the teacher and that no student needs to be pulled out of class or placed in a
separate class from his or her peers.
Support for Students with Special Needs
Our goal is to provide an environment in which all students can feel welcome and can
experience success. We will provide such supports as the presence of an inclusion specialist,
one-on-one aides, utilization of behavioral techniques and cooperative planning with parents
and other professional to ensure student success.
Family Education
Temple Isaiah is committed to strengthening the Jewish family with a series of Family
Education Workshops. Sessions will focus on topics of interest to Jewish families. Families will
have an opportunity to share ideas and to learn from each other’s experiences. These
workshops will be led by your child’s teachers and by a member of our professional staff.
2017-18 Family Education Schedule (subject to change, please watch your e-mails):

Kindergarten: October 15, March 4 — 1st Grade: October 29, March 11
2nd Grade: October 22, January 28 — 3rd Grade: October 29, March 4
4th Grade: December 3, April 15
5th Grade: September 24, November 5, February 11, April 22
6th Grade: December 10, March 25
Please watch e-mails for specific times.
Family Services and Grade shabbats:
Every fourth Friday night of the month is a special family service, all students are encouraged
to attend. Each grade, 2-5,will have a chance to participate in a Friday night family service and
enjoy Shabbat dinner beforehand at Temple Isaiah, while Kindergarten and 1st Grade will
have a special Shabbat morning experience. The dates are as follows:
Kindergarten and 1st Grade: February 10 (10:00 a.m.)
2nd and 3rd Grades: January 26
4th and 5th Grades: April 27
All School: October 27, December 15 (Hanukkah), March 2 (Purim)
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