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April 26, 2017 

To the Membership of the Ohio Self Determination Association: 

To better serve Ohioans with developmental disabilities, a process has 

started that will simplify the waiting list for home and community-based 

waiver services, as well ,as improving access to resources and services for 

individuals and families throughout Ohio.  Together, The Ohio Self 

Determination Association (OSDA) and other stakeholders, representing 

individuals and their family members, guardians, providers, county boards of 

developmental disabilities and the Ohio Department of Developmental 

Disabilities, are proposing changes to Ohio’s wait list statute that will allow 

this important work to move forward. 

We hear the frustration from individuals and families as they tell us how the 
current waiting list system is too complex and difficult to navigate. The local 
number assigned to an individual on the current waiting list is constantly 
adjusted due to relocations and status changes.  In addition, many people on 
the current waiting list already receive some type of service and some 
individuals are on more than one local waiting list. This has artificially 
inflated the number of people on Ohio’s statewide waiting list to 
approximately 48,000. 

The proposed statute changes introduced this week to Ohio House Bill 49 

will require the Ohio Department of Developmental Disabilities to adopt 

new rules regarding the operation of waiting lists.  These new rules are being 

developed in consultation with individuals with developmental disabilities, 

the associations representing individuals with developmental disabilities and 

their families, provider organizations, and the Ohio Association of County 

Boards of Developmental Disabilities.  

 OSDA urges our members to respond in a positive manner to the concerns 
you may hear from people with disabilities or their families about these 
changes. The Department of Developmental Disabilities has made a great 
effort to listen and learn about the challenges presented by the current 
structure of the wait list requirements. They have facilitated an open 
process that includes representation from all parts of the DD system. As 
rules are drafted to implement the statute, OSDA will work hard to get 
input from its members. This summer, input will be gathered regarding how 
waiting lists for home and community based waiver services can be 
improved.    

Working together, we can create a waiting list that makes sense. 

 


