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NJFA Appoints New Executive Director 
 

Trenton (DATE)— The Board of Trustees of the NJ Foundation for Aging (NJFA) is pleased to announce that 

Melissa Chalker, MSW has been chosen as the new Executive Director of the Foundation. NJFA works to 

enable older adults to live in their communities with independence and dignity.  

 

In making the announcement, The Board of Trustees also thanks its outgoing Executive Director Grace Egan. 

Ms. Egan is the Founding Executive Director and has led the organization for the past 20 years.  

 

“During the past 20 years NJFA has become one of the most important advocates for New Jersey’s older 

citizens.  Grace Egan has done a remarkable job in working to establish and grow NJFA and we are confident 

that NJFA will continue to flourish under the leadership of Melissa Chalker”, said Mark Tabakman, Chair of the 

NJFA Board of Trustees and a Partner at Fox Rothschild. 

 

As resident of Robbinsville, Ms. Chalker joined NJFA in 2008 as a Program Manager and was promoted the 

position of Deputy Director in 2014. As part of her duties, Melissa has been the managing editor of Renaissance 

Magazine, NJFA’s quarterly publication, and often serves as the host of the Aging Insights TV program.  

 

Before joining NJFA, Ms. Chalker worked in medical case management and long-term care. Melissa is a 

graduate of Alvernia University with a degree in Social Work and earned her master’s in Social Work from 

Rutgers, the State University of NJ.  

 

“I look forward to working with our Board of Trustees and advisors on planning the future of NJFA” stated 

Melissa Chalker.  

 

NJFA promotes healthy aging using outreach tools such as the Aging Insights TV program, seen on 74 cable 

stations in New Jersey, Renaissance magazine, social media outlets and educational forums. The Foundation 

also increases public awareness of aging services and issues such as Elder Economic Security, Senior Hunger 

and Affordable homes for Seniors. Our mission includes connecting professionals with information and 

resources by hosting educational forums, including a statewide annual conference. 

 

NJFA will hold its 20th Annual Conference on Tuesday, June 12th at the National Conference Center. The 

focus of the program is captured in the title “Models, Policies and Prescriptions for Healthy Aging”. Topics 

include Sleep Health, the Rights of the Disabled, Village Models, and Housing Policy. More information and 

registration can be found on NJFA’s website at www.njfoundationforaging.org   Limited vendor space and 

sponsorships remain, call us at 609-421-0206 or email at office@njfoundationforaging.org. 

 

To learn more about the work of the Foundation visit www.njfoundationforaging.org.  

 
The New Jersey Foundation for Aging was established in 1998, its mission is to promote policy and services that 

 enable older adults to live in the community with independence and dignity. 
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