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Media Release
                            Contact: Dixie Connell Griffin             
                                              Tel: (256) 381-4417
   

           Email: dconnell@alamhof.org
For Immediate Release:  On January 22, 2017 at 1:30 pm members of The Tuscaloosa Horns will be honored with a bronze star in the Walk of Fame lobby of the Alabama Music Hall of Fame.

The Tuscaloosa Horns formed in the Birmingham area in 1979, consisting of only four members. Their early work comprised of arrangements and recorded performances, many being for advertisements, of which the group has recorded over five hundred.  The ads have ranged from local to national and include prominent clients such as HBO, Avis, McDonalds, and the Barnum & Bailey Circus.

In 1982, The Tuscaloosa Horns began performing live around Birmingham. They performed for many years with legendary groups such as Martha and the Vandellas, The Temptations, The Four Tops, Mary Wilson and the Supremes, and many others.  

Chris Gordon, a founding member, has been involved with over 300 advertisements as writer or producer.  He’s also a Duke Ellington award winner, and is founding president of Commercial Music Educators.

Steve “Birdman” Black is one of the founding members, and worked with the group during their commercial and session work period in addition to their live and tour performances.  He is a board-certified music therapist.

Also an original member, Mart Avant has worked extensively in arranging.  He earned the Outstanding Soloist Award at the Kentonian Jazz Festival.  Mart is the director of the Alabama Cavaliers Alumni Big Band and Night Light Jazz Quintet.

Kelley O’Neal attended the University of Alabama on a music scholarship, the John Phillip Sousa Award.  There he played in the symphonic orchestra as well as the Million Dollar Marching Band.  He appeared on the Arsenio Hall Show, The Tonight Show with Jay Leno and others. 

Ben McCoy is another founding member of the group, with over 35 years of experience under his belt playing trombone.  He spent time in Chicago working in the advertising industry.

“Their star will be added to the Hall of Fame’s ‘Walk of Fame’ in recognition for the group’s decades of performing, writing, arranging, and educating that have positively contributed to continue Alabama’s legacy as leaders in the world of music,” says Dixie Griffin , director of the Alabama Music Hall of Fame. Tuscaloosa Horns member Kelley O’Neal captures the group perfectly saying “The development of an artist has often been described as a journey, one that lasts a lifetime.  An artist in his or her career will sometimes occupy many different levels during the course of this journey.  There is always the beginning and the end, but for a select few there is a point in between where the artist boldly makes a clear individual statement and everyone stops to listen.”
Present at the unveiling will be the original members, Chris Gordon, Mart Avant, Steve Black, Ben McCoy Kelley O’Neal with special recognition of the late Jerry Ball.

The star unveiling will be Sunday, January 22nd at 1:30 p.m., and will be open to the public.
For more information, contact the Alabama Music Hall of Fame at 256-381-4417.
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