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Dianne Imison, Newcastle Bible Reading Marathon  
72 hours 35 mins non-stop 8pm Wed 3rd Feb to 8.35pm Sat 6th Feb 2016 

The inaugural Newcastle Bible Reading Marathon was held at the front of the 

Newcastle Baptist Tabernacle, Laman Street, Newcastle, but when it rained 

and the winds blew, we were able to seek shelter on the front porch, and still 

be visible to passers-by. We finished our readings at 8.35pm inside the 

Tabernacle, then with joined hands and uplifted hearts, we gave the Glory to 

our wonderful God!  

The Tabernacle was the right place for our 

Marathon – from that vantage point we 

could look to the north where Newcastle Harbour was continuously 

busy -there was City Hall (representing government); the new buildings 

of the Newcastle University (education); St Andrews, the Tabernacle 

and to our right, the Synagogue (the church); the Conservatorium of 

Music, the library and the Art Gallery (the arts); Civic Park (the Saturday 

markets); the houses in the streets around (residents), and the shops of 

Darby Street (commerce). 

We had only 4 Site Captains and 97 readers, some returning many other 

times (even in the wee small hours of the morning!) to make sure that 

the Word of God was spoken out over our city, and to pray for the 

readers throughout. It was continuing and continuous for all those 

hours. Koorong Books at Argenton had donated a CEV (Contemporary English Version) Bible for our use. 

This was the preferred version in Sydney too, as it is a ‘listener’s Bible’. There were readers from churches 

all over the Newcastle area (city and suburbs, Central Coast, Port Stephens and the Hunter Valley) – they 

had been alerted in only a short time before the event, by word of mouth through connections, churches, 

families and fellowships, and via Rhema Radio service announcements.  

We had generations of family members reading together – grandparents, children and grandchildren; 

parents and grown children; and siblings - a Jewish reader, pastors, missionaries, folk who just turned up, 

and those who had booked their slots. What was achieved over the 72 hours and 35 minutes, in unity, is a 

marvellous acclamation of the power of the Word of God – and what His children can do together! 

Special thanks go to Ps Vince Wall and Ron Scott at The Tabernacle for 

offering the venue, its hospitality and its facilities for all those hours. 

Not to mention the fact that Ps Vince slept in his office at the church 

for two nights in case we ran short of readers, or he was otherwise 

needed for security reasons. There were absolutely no security issues 

because members of the Hunter Prayer Connection came to pray over 

the Tabernacle. We believe there were warrior angels standing over 

us the whole time!  

I am absolutely stoked at what was achieved. YES, we will do it again 

in 2017 in the lead-up to the National Day of Prayer and Fasting, God 

willing! We will start our planning earlier to give more time to 

advertise, although our readers reported so brilliantly to their 

networks that it seems we already have a whole host of extra folk 

wanting to be involved! Praise be to God! 
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Robyn Butt, Sydney Bible Reading Marathon 

The 2nd Bible Reading Marathon commenced at 8 pm on 3 February 

2016 after a Australian Christian Nation Association event. In the 

morning, around 20 were invited to gather in a small room in 

Parliament House (because of renovations to last year’s meeting 

place) for the NSW Day of Prayer & Fasting.   

All readers seemed to thoroughly enjoy reading the word in Richard 

Johnson Square in the Sydney CBD.  It was also a privilege to learn 

more of our Christian history as we started reading on the same day 

and in the same spot that Rev. Richard Johnson, Chaplain on the First 

Fleet, preached his first sermon in the colony in 1788. 

As well as the Word going out to the principalities and powers, many 

passers-by saw our yellow vests, with Bible Reading Marathon printed on them with a Bible verse, and 

knew that we were reading the Bible. 

Responses were mixed, but there were many good 

conversations and leaflets were accepted as well as about 

30 Gospels of Luke given to those who were interested in 

reading them.  A number of speakers of other languages 

were thrilled to find that they could read the Bible in 

English (CEV used).  Everyone who read seemed to be 

greatly encouraged by the experience and many read 

more than once, and desired to be informed of future 

readings. 

We had a core 

team of 4 people, 

great for shifts.  We did preliminary intercessory assessment and 

praying for the area which included the tank stream. The area is in 

the tank stream catchment area. Near the Financial Centre of 

Sydney.  Many other people and groups were praying for the Bible 

readings.   

Also we asked if people wanted 

to be anointed to read.  Most 

were thrilled to have this 

done.  We asked that our precious Lord would bless them for such a time 

as this.  We used Queen Esther anointing oil.   

The nations came to read over 72 hours. Due to local government 

regulations we were not allowed to use microphones or have any signs 

or flags etc.  That is why we bought the vests.  They were not expensive 

and were a great success. 

I believe that our powerful God used this event to do a deep cleansing of 

our city.  We are praying that His work continues in our nation. 

See more photos and videos at this link. 

http://acna-au.com/index.php
http://www.chr.org.au/downloads/Our-Australian-Christian-Heritage.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/sh/6fkz6sccnkfpku4/AAAxhBUIpQ_TNXtkF0DcEvSQa?preview=IMG_0210.MOV
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Brisbane Bible Reading Marathon 

This was the 2nd Bible Reading Marathon in Brisbane as a Pre-

event of the National Day of Prayer & Fasting. At the end of 

the QLD Day of Prayer & Fasting on 30 January, participants 

walked out of the Parliament building, where nearly 200 had 

prayed and fasted over 6 hours, to Speakers’ Corner outside 

Parliament House to begin the Brisbane Bible Reading 

Marathon. This continued for just over 74 hours non-stop. 

Jason Rawlings coordinated about 24 Site Captains with their 

teams of readers from 50+ churches to read for 15 mins each.  

Wesley Leake writes, “During the QLD Day of Prayer & 

Fasting we had a sense that this year was about the 

prayers of grandmothers being answered in our city. The 

Bible reading marathon was kicked off by a Sunshine Coast 

grandmother and one special Romanian grandmother 

came over the three nights and did the 1-4 am shift. In her 

case, she is one who regularly prays for the city and felt this 

was an opportunity to speak life into the city.  

During the 76 hours there were opportunities to share 

Bibles with those who were walking past. Many people 

were prayed for as teams on duty spoke with those walking 

by. It was great to see people from such a diversity of churches involved including those from the various 

ethnic communities.  

While it is hard to measure the specific outcome of the Bible Reading Marathon, our prayer is that each year 

it releases peace into our city. As the Bible was read aloud I know I personally I felt the tangible presence of 

God fall in that place. It is always amazing to see how God ministers to the readers for He seems to have 

them read the right passage for them!” 

David and Marilyn Rowsome write, “We love reading the Bible in 

the early morning 4-7am shift as the sun rises on the city. We only 

had 4 confirmed readers instead of 12 but we trusted that the Lord 

would work it out.  

Some people stopped to see what we were doing. One man was 

returning to the hospital early morning to see his son who was 

seriously injured. We prayed for him. A lady out for a jog stopped 

and we engaged her in 

conversation. She was a Christian who hadn’t been to church for 

a long time. We asked her if she would like to read and even lent 

her a pair of glasses! 

Another young family came by because they had seen a photo on 

their friends Facebook page. He too was invited to read. A friend 

came by and read several times. Our 12 15-min slots were filled 

by those God brought! Hallejulah!” 

BBRM Website for details and registering BBRM Facebook page 

http://www.brisbanebiblereadingmarathon.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/Brisbane-Bible-Reading-Marathon/1519918491619447
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Dr Hilary Moroney - Canberra Bible Reading Marathons 

The Bible was read from cover to cover outside the Federal 

Parliament for 75 hours from 4-7th February 2016 as a Pre-event 

of the NDOPF. Praise the Lord - when the Police were 

concerned for our safety when there was expected to be a large 

rally in the same space on the Saturday, God did a miracle and 

moved us up even closer to the Parliament as you see in this 

photo. 

There were 274 readers involved in reading for 15-minute time 

slots in 25 Watches of 3 hours supervised by a team captain. 

Over 33 nations were represented and over 80 different churches – it truly was a Multicultural City-wide 

Christian Initiative with the Holy Spirit gathering His people together to proclaim aloud His Holy Word – to 

God be ALL the Glory and let us Praise the Lord! 

The complete Bible was read at two locations, and a wide variety of age groups participated from the very 

young to the very elderly – 14 were under 20 year olds, 73 between 20-40 years old, 114 between 40-60 

years old and 73 between 60 -80+ years old!! Praise the Lord. Next year let us focus on encouraging the 

young people to participate. 

Responses and Testimonies: 

Sen Bullock starting off the Canberra BB-BRM outside 

the Parliament on the cold early morning of 

4th February. 17 Parliamentarians joined us to come 

outside the Parliament to read from the Bible –PTL!  – 

may God Bless each one. 

Carol -  As Sen Bullock started the reading of the Bible, 

I saw a flock of cockatoos flying high across the lawns 

in front of Parliament – what amazed me was the 

shape of the cross they made!  The Lord, in His 

goodness, was confirming at that early hour that this reading of His Word at Parliament House and City Hill 

was all for Jesus, our precious Saviour, and His blessing was upon all who participated. 

On a late Watch a person didn’t turn up to read, and as the BB Captain had asked the Lord what to do a taxi 

suddenly arrived and a Christian lady and her mentally impaired son jumped out in exact time for the lady 

to read the next segment of the Bible!! PTL 

Ruth – We had 2 Indian guys interested in what we were doing. We told them we were reading the bible 

from cover to cover. “That’s good” they said. Then the sun began to shine. “That’s who I pray to” said one, 

and I said “How about you pray to the one who made the sun?” “That’s what I say” said the other one! 

* I am convinced that the most precious thing we will ever hold in our hands on this Earth is the Holy Bible.  

Thank You Father for the gift of the approval of leaders in our city for these readings to take place and for 

Your sovereign control of the weather which could have been chaotic, to say the least. We read His Word 

for an audience of One and it will not return to Him void.  We were part of an example of the unity of the 

Body of Christ in our capital, Canberra. 

* Rejoiced in hearing fearless reading of Jeannette who loved reading about the visit of the Queen of Sheba 

to Solomon and her encouragement to maintain righteousness and justice. 
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* Proverbs 14:27 / John 4:13 ‘The pen of the Lord is a fountain of Life’ – thought of Jesus and the woman at 

the well…early Sat morning – very cold when not moving around. 

Teresa & Wayne – conversation with a cyclist – used to go to Church and a Christian school – he went away 

with the intention of having a conversation with Jesus….2 AFP guards came and asked questions about 

what they were reading and why – one seemed quite curious….5 ladies from Melbourne turned up and 

wanted to pray for us – they went up onto the grass on the Parliament and we could hear them praying for 

us and worshipping the Lord. 

* As Sam read aloud – he “saw” in the spirit the words he was reading going into Parliament House. 

Andrew- I spoke with one commuter who had studied the Bible and history but was 

not a believer. She said the Bible gave her questions not answers – so I asked what 

one question was. She said, ”Who created God?” I said, ‘the Bible reveals that God 

created time and is Himself outside time, knowing and declaring the future….He 

doesn’t need a cause because He doesn’t have a beginning.” 

Dennis – ‘Heaven and earth may pass away, but My Words (including those spoken 

over Canberra in early 2016) will never pass away.’ Maranatha! 

Jo –All of us felt the presence of God and felt it was such a privilege and honour to 

be a part of something so significant. In the lead up, I had formulated a team in my 

head of leaders who would come, but God surprised me with the willingness of the unseen, God Bless 

them. 

Marilyn & David – Again it was a great privilege to join the Canberra Team in their Bible Reading Marathon 

while visiting Canberra for the National Day of Prayer & Fasting Prayer Service. Others also did this and 

were blessed. We read from the Book of Esther and thought much of our daughter by that name! 

* As I was praying for God’s word to go forth as people were reading and declaring it aloud, I looked up and 

the flag was blowing North and West. It felt as though God was taking the spoken Word and sending it in 

the wind across our city and nation. There was also a bird that came directly in front of the table as 

the readers were reading, chirping along loudly looking directly at them, and again I thought of the birds 

taking the Word across our City and nation. 

Rob - A Young man named Steve came in a sad state and needed to talk. As others read, we prayed with 

him and counselled him for over an hour with good results. 

Val – During reading the verses in Jeremiah of there being no life on the land, no animals, just desolation, 

she sensed that IF we repent God will restore all…. there is hope here and in Syria…but we need to humble 

ourselves and ask God for forgiveness. 

Dee – A mighty rushing wind is coming to Canberra. The 

whole time we were here there were strong rushing 

winds tearing through the tent. 

As we were reading about the kings of Israel who either 

put up altars to the Lord or put up altars to Baal, I really 

felt that there should be a tearing down of idols in the 

house of the Lord in Australia if we want to see God’s 

Blessing on our nation. We can do this through 

intercession on behalf of the church in Australia – to offer 

up repentance. 



Bible Reading Marathon Reports – Pre-events of NDOPF 2016 

6 

* Psalm 119:105 (Passion Translation) “Truth’s shining light guides me in my choices and decisions; the 

revelation of Your Word makes my pathway clear.” - at the second location at the City Flagpole 

Roundabout above Civic. 

Lisa –I was excited to read from Isa 61:1-2 as that passage keeps coming up for our church at this time – 

proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour. 

Matt – I had very few readers early morning and the team of 4 from the previous Watch covered an extra 

hour for us. One of them prayed with me - calling forth the very same things I’d been asking God about –

the fire of God deep within and the release of the prophetic songs from my lips and instruments. 

Irwin – It is powerful to stand facing Parliament House to read the Word of God aloud. 

Jitten – at the end of the early morning Watch – while the last scriptures were being read, I saw a lot of 

confusion. The impression I got was, that this country and its leadership in Australia is in a lot of confusion, 

and that the proclamation of God’s Word is coming against this confusion. Praise God! 

Hilary –outside Parliament House –in the cold wind -  Reading through the passages about all the 

dysfunction in Jacob’s family line, I sensed the contending that was going on in the Spiritual realm, and I 

struggled to not feel overwhelmed, and I sensed welling up from my spirit Ps 51 – David’s cry – ‘Create in us 

a pure heart Oh Lord, put your right and steadfast Spirit within us!’ and when I looked up I saw a white 

cockatoo fly close above my head -and the Lord said ‘My HOLY SPIRIT’! – I sensed in my heart –“Yes, Lord, 

that’s IT! – only Your Holy Spirit and Your Word have the power and answers to bring reformation to this 

Your precious people and nation as part of the Great South Lands of the Holy Spirit….Lord make yourself 

manifest!” 

Later visiting the City Hill Flag pole location, asking God for further confirmation in my heart of what He is 

wanting us to do – my spirit leapt as I heard a sister declaring aloud with confidence the scriptures of how 

the Lord lead David to establish His order in His house, including His Holy Priesthood to minister unto 

Him…. David was setting apart gate keepers, and then the musicians to establish night and day worship 

Watches in 1 Chron 25. My heart said “Yes Lord – this is Your time, and you will do it here in Canberra!!” 

We finished the Bible Reading in the Great Hall of the Federal Parliament during 

the National Day of Prayer and Fasting on 7 February 2016.  When in the last 

Chapters of Revelation - a young indigenous woman was finishing speaking out 

her ‘God dream’ for Australia; we were declaring ‘and the Spirit and the Bride 

say “Come” ……. Even so come, Lord Jesus. Amen.’ Powerful! 

Andrea – on City Hill I was reminded of a prophetic picture someone had drawn of Australia and the Holy 

Spirit, in the form of birds flying out all over Australia to all the capitals. 

In Christ’s Love and Blessings 

Hilary Moroney on behalf of Ruth, Andre, Carol and Ron – The Bible Breakthrough Team of Canberra 

T 02 62821117 E prayerworx@internode.on.net 

Next year it is the dream of many to see this Bible Reading from cover to cover in every capital city in 

Australia, also in Cairns, the Kimberlys and at Uluru in October. Pray with us for God’s strategy….to Him 

be ALL the Glory – for His destiny, calling, Kingdom purposes and mighty harvest to be released. 

If you are interested in running a Bible Reading Marathon in your community, town, city or state as a 

Pre-event of the National Day of Prayer & Fasting please contact the Team at 

mailto:info@nationaldayofprayer.com.au?subject=Bible reading Marathon 

mailto:prayerworx@internode.on.net
mailto:info@nationaldayofprayer.com.au?subject=Bible%20reading%20Marathon

