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e
Salinity Managemen
t in the Golden Stat
From the Desk of Executive Director Paul Kelley
CalDesal had a very good board meeting at
the end of November at the ACWA conference.
We need your help to get more members
to increase our reach, and resources for
advocating for desalination and salinity
management. If you have a potential member
in mind, let us know.

W

e are very excited about the
up co min g C alD e s al Annual
Conference February 1-2, 2018 in
Monterey. If you haven’t registered – do so
today! We are including a brief conference
program so you have a sense of the kind of
panels and information that we will have at the
conference. We have a great keynote speaker
– Helene Schneider, the recently retired Mayor
of Santa Barbara. Santa Barbara has started
operating the most recent Ocean Desalination
facility in California and she has a great story
to tell! Many thanks to our current sponsors
– we still have sponsorships available!
Since the last newsletter, there have been
many activities – some mentioned below in
the Federal and State advocacy arena.
We reported that the Department of Water
Resources released their call for proposals/
grant solicitation for $90 million available
from the desalination funds in the Proposition
1 bond measure. We are still waiting for the
Department to announce their proposed
grant recipients. The announcement is now
scheduled for the first quarter of 2018
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Washington DC report:
We reported that CalDesal efforts in DC
have had some positive results when Sen.
Feinsteins office called CalDesal for updates
on desalination projects in California. We
are hopeful that the Department of Interior
will release desalination grants in the future
through the WIIN act re-authorization of the
“Desalination Act of 1995”. In December, I was
invited to speak at the Department of Energy
Marine Energy Technologies forum on the
water energy nexus and the need for energy
alternatives with desalination projects. There
appears to be renewed interest at the federal
level to fund projects and innovation in the
water and energy sector.
The Federal government will be looking to
fund more research and laboratories in the
country to study and test innovative water
technologies in the recycled water and
desalination sector. Hopefully we will see
some of that here in California and CalDesal
will stay involved to support more research
and technology in this arena.
Sacramento report:
CalDesal continuously monitors legislation
and regulatory agencies – advocating for
desalination and salt management. We
continued on page 2
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From the Desk of Executive Director Paul Kelley - continued from page 1
reported that we were monitoring the “conservation as a way of
life” bills as they may impact desalination. The bills got pushed
to 2018 and we will continue to monitor and advocate on these
bills. Our primary focus is to have recognition of desalination as
a local and regional water supply that is reliable and should be
incentivized and not constrained in drought cutback declarations.
SB 5 – a ballot measure that contains support money for CalDesal
member the Salton Sea Authority. The bond measure will be on

the June 2018 ballot and has CalDesal’s support for the good
funding of water infrastructure in California. Another bond
measure is in the works scheduled for the November ballot. This
is an initiative focused on implementing the Governors Water
Action plan – and includes $400 million for inland desalination.
It also includes enhanced funding for the Salton Sea and CalDesal
will support this measure as well.

Pictures from the Fall Mixer 2017

Mixer Sponsored By:
EVENT SPONSOR

PLATINUM SPONSOR

C

Gold Sponsors
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Silver Sponsors

2018 Annual Conference
February 1-2, 2018
January 31 - Tour of the Sand City Desal Plant (sold out)
Location: Casa Munras Garden Hotel & Spa
700 Munra Avenue
Monterey, CA 93940
Register Online www.caldesal.org
KEYNOTE
Helene Schneider
Helene Schneider served for two terms as Santa Barbara’s 49th Mayor from January 2010 – January
2018. Her prior elected and appointed office included six years on the Santa Barbara City Council and
two years as a Commissioner of the Housing Authority of the City of Santa Barbara.
As Mayor, and during Santa Barbara’s period of exceptional drought, Helene Schneider and the Santa
Barbara City Council led a process that resulted in a 40% water conservation goal; upgraded its
tertiary water treatment facility which provides recycled water to parks and other major landscaping
areas throughout the City; added a fuel cell at El Estero Wastewater Treatment Facility, transforming
methane gas into the electricity needed to power the Plant; reconstructed numerous city parking
areas and streets with permeable pavers, thus recharging the ground water basin and preventing
flooding; initiated a study towards new indirect potable reuse capital projects; and re-commissioned
its 25-year old desalination plant. Schneider has been interviewed by several dozen local, national and
international media outlets on the drought and the role of desalinated water as part of the City’s overall
Water Supply Management Plan.

		
DESAL TOUR
DAY ONE		

SCHEDULE OF EVENTS
Wednesday, January 31, 2018 - Separate Registration
Thursday, February 1, 2018

8:30 am – 9:45 am

Registration / Continental Breakfast

10:00 am – 10:15 am Opening Remarks
Chair Shawn Dewane, Executive Director Paul Kelley

10:15 am – 12:00 pm Session I: Ocean Desalination and Ocean Plan Implementation
Moderator: Joe Monaco, President, Dudek
Panelists: Kimberly Tenggardjaja, State Water Resources Control Board
Stan Williams, Poseidon Water
Zita Yu, PHD PE, West Basin Municipal Water District

Description:
This program will examine the amendments to the California Ocean Plan related to ocean water desalination that came into
effect in 2016. The amendments establish rules for ocean desalination intakes (and mitigation) and brine discharge. The
panelists will discuss their experiences in complying with the Ocean Plan Amendments, and discuss the status and challenges
associated with implementation of the rules on current and future ocean desalination projects.

12:00 pm – 1:30 pm Keynote Luncheon:
“Taking the Plunge: Santa Barbara’s Experience Re-commissioning its Desalination Plant” – Keynote: Helene Schneider
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS continued
1:30 pm – 2:45 pm

Session II: Desalination in the New Century of Energy Supply Management

Moderator: Zita Yu, PhD, PE, Water Resources Engineer, West Basin Municipal Water District
Panelists: Jamie Ormond, JD, Legal and Water Advisor, California Public Utilities Commission
Mark Donovan, PE, Desalination Program Manager, GHD
Christopher Cook, PE, Engineering Manager, California American Water
Bob Holden, PE, Principal Engineer, Monterey One Water

Description:
Desalination is an important component for strengthening California’s water supply reliability and drought resiliency. Water
agencies considering desalination are thinking creatively to lower the associated project energy costs as well as greenhouse
gas emissions, such as implementing onsite energy projects and developing offsite options. Additionally, these energy initiatives driven by the need for reliable alternative water supplies are complementary to the State’s renewable and greenhouse gas
reduction goals as well as help enhance grid reliability. This panel will bring together experts from the energy and water sectors
to discuss the water-energy nexus and explore opportunities that would foster more cross-sector partnerships.

3:15 pm – 3:30 pm

Break

3:30 pm – 5:00 pm
			

Session III: Strategies, Policies and Partnerships to Successfully Manage 		
Source Water Salinity

Moderator: Phil Rosentrater –GM/Executive Director Salton Sea Authority
Panelists: Bruce Wilcox, Assistant Secretary for California Natural Resources Agency
Carol Mahoney - Contra Costa Water, Zone 7

Description:

Increasing salinity in source water portfolio for California agencies brings with it regulatory complications and rising costs as
agencies, businesses, agriculture and environmental interests struggle to adapt plans and projects to deal with rising salt and
nutrients. This panel will focus on policies and partnerships that allow agencies to handle the issues, deal with regulatory agencies, and implement projects to stay ahead of salinity impacts.

5:00 pm – 6:30 pm

Cocktail Reception

DAY TWO		

Friday, February 2, 2018

8:00 am – 8:45 am

Continental Breakfast

8:45 am – 9:15 am

Session IV: Desalination: Future Trends and State Legislative Update

Moderator: Paul Kelley, Executive Director CalDesal
Panelists: Tom Pankratz, WDR – “Innovative Tech – what works, what doesn’t, and what looks promising”
Report from the Tour – Wednesday’s Tour Report
Rich Svindland, President, California American Water - “Update on Monterey Water Projects”

Description:

This session explores the different contract delivery methods used for seawater desalination projects and importantly delves
into the experiences from a legal perspective (what is allowed in CA), a financial perspective (what can be financed), and
contractors and owners perspective (what provides suitable risk allocation for both the contractor and the owner)?

9:15 am – 9:20 am

Break
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SCHEDULE OF EVENTS continued
9:20 am – 10:40 am Session V: Project Delivery: Tailoring it to
			Your Project
Moderator: Paul Hermann – GHD
Panelists: Eric “Matt” Scott, District Manager & Senior Vice President, Southern California, Kiewit Construction
Ian C. Crooks, Vice President Engineering, California American Water
Stan Williams, Vice President, Poseidon Water
Eric Peterson, Partner, Hawkins Delafield

Description:

This session explores the different contract delivery methods used for seawater desalination projects and importantly delves
into the experiences from a legal perspective (what is allowed in CA), a financial perspective (what can be financed), and
contractors and owners perspective (what provides suitable risk allocation for both the contractor and the owner)?

10:40 am – 11:50 am Session VI: Ground Water Desalination a Tool for Water Portfolio
Moderator: Paul Findley, President, PLFAgua, Inc.
Panelists: Jack Bebee, Acting General Manager, Fallbrook Public Utility District
Jim McDavid, Manager of Engineering, Water Replenishment District of Southern California
Lucie McGovern, North Pleasant Valley Desalter, Project Manager, City of Camarillo

Description:

Ground water desalination is increasingly a powerful tool for local agencies to deal with impaired groundwater basins,
implementing SGMA, and providing a reliable source of water for a regions water supply portfolio.

THANK YOU TO OUR SPONSORS

KEYNOTE

Gold Sponsors
Cocktail Reception

Silver Sponsors

Vendors
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Around the World – Desal in the News
South Africa
As reported Cape Town has experienced drought and many communities are now looking at the potential for seawater and brackish
desalination as one potential source of water. Over the past few months there continue to be potential project contracts announced.
Texas
After the Texas Water Development board has approved a grant of funds to Corpus Christi to help finance a seawater desalination
project studies there was a summit held in Corpus Christi to discuss the project and hear from at least four developers interested in
the project. San Antonio (Water Systems (SAWS)) started their BWRO facility – the first of three phases. This project in conjunction
with their Aquifer Storage Recovery facility will continue to broaden San Antonio’s water supply portfolio.
Australia
The Water Corporation of Western Australia is preparing to expand the Perth desalination plant. Considering the success of the
current plant, they have purchased land near the current plant to start the studies about expanding.
Singapore
The Jurong Island SWRO project had four companies prequalified to bid on the project mid 2017. Eventually Tuas Power and ST
Engineering was selected to design and construct the project which is the countries 5th large desalination plant.
Mexico –
As mentioned in the last CalDesal - The Consolidated Water Company (CWCO) working with a consortium of companies have gotten
permits to build a SWRO project of 100MGD. The project continues to be delayed by legislative and regulatory hurdles, but they
seemed to be ready for the critical financial closure phase in the first half of 2018.
China
China’s State Oceanic Administration released a new report that the country produces 1.18 m3/d (Estimate of 300 mgd) of desalinated
water. With the largest plant approximately 50 mgd.
India The capital of Tamil Nadu (South Eastern India) is Chennai – where two desalination plants were constructed over criticisms of
being expensive and not-viable now account for 40% of their water supply. They are now looking at setting up India’s first offshore
desalination unit. The area is reliant on Monsoons and are now witnessing their worst drought in 142 years. Another example of
good water supply portfolio planning.
World Company news
As mentioned here in previous newsletters, the Suez purchase of GE Water was big through most of 2017. By October of 2017, all the
approvals were attained (including EU and other countries) it was announced that the purchase was complete.
CH2M was acquired by Jacobs Engineering. In mid 2017 it was announced that Jacobs was going to purchase CH2M, and the deal
was completed by mid-December. Jacobs has announced their intention with this purchase to become the “…. Largest design firm
in the world”.
(Most of this information is gleaned from “desalination” google news tickler and the World Desalination Report)
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California Project Updates
Ocean Desalination:
Carlsbad “Bud Lewis” Desalination Facility – Poseidon /
San Diego Water Authority Operational since December
2015 The most advanced and efficient Ocean Desalination
facility in the United States.
Produced over 50,000 AF of water to date.

Doheny Ocean Desalination Project – South Coast Water
District
ht tps://w w w.scwd.org/pr oje cts/dohe ny_ oce a n_
desalination.asp
Huntington Beach – Poseidon
Follow progress: www.hbfreshwater.com
West Basin Desalination proposal
Follow progress: http://www.westbasindesal.org/
City of Santa Barbara Desalination Facility
The reactivation project has been under construction and
scheduled to be operational Q1 2017
Update:
http://www.santabarbaraca.gov/gov/depts/pw/resources/
system/sources/desalination.asp

http://carlsbaddesal.com/
Make sure you sign up to visit this facility on the day
before the CalDesal Conference.
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