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The roles of both energy and the environment have been significant through my desire to make a difference after becoming as active of a climate change activist I am. The way I see energy and the environment, you can’t look at one without looking at the other during a time like this. The climate crisis has caused me to have a greater desire to want to do something about how we use our energy on top of my pre-existing love for the natural world around me. I grew up being taught to “leave no trace”, to always be aware of dangers in the outdoors, and to never keep my food in my tent as our campsites were always in the heart of the Adirondack Mountains and my parents did not want a surprise guest at 3am. I’ve been exposed to some of the best features the natural world has to offer frequently since before I can remember. I have also seen what society as a whole has done to it. I have seen beaches I would race to with my siblings become polluted one by one from factories erecting around them, because of people with power to do something not doing something effective enough. I have been exposed to “natural” disasters second hand through workshops I would attend on what climate change has caused. “Natural” disasters that aren’t so natural due to how humans live. Due to us being given the knowledge that the energies we are using are extremely harmful and not changing our lifestyle and so on- this is where the environment and energy are tied together for me.
I have attended three youth climate summits and have hosted my own, making that four. I have gained so much knowledge of what carbon, coal, and natural gas is doing to our ozone. It’s destroying every single thing we, along with every living thing on earth, are dependent on. If we keep letting the energy we use to fuel our everyday necessities, then there will be more work mankind needs to put in to adjust to the changing climate than there would be to just start helping it now. When the problem becomes too big to be out of our hands, it will destroy habitats, all our crops, the balances we depend on in every ecosystem, the health of our people, and the list seems to go on forever. Knowing this, that is why I put together my own Youth Climate Summit on March 27th and 28th, 2018. That way I could educate the generation that has the power to make change by being a person growing up alongside them. Our energy standards must improve if we want any change to happen.
In my eyes, a bright future is one where I can make a significant difference. I want to be able to permanently change the mindsets people have that are causing them to continue making decisions regarding their lifestyle without taking into consideration the environmental impact it will have. I want to make policy that is strong enough to stop not just further major damage from being done but policy that fixes what has been done before it is too late. The only way to bring about change is by becoming a catalyst for it, and that’s the future I want. To inspire others to do better and make more conscious decisions one what is better for the environment is the fulfilling future I am after.
My future goals include getting my bachelors degree in forest resources management then getting my masters degree in environmental law. I will be attending SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry for my Forest Resources Management degree. After that, I plan to head out North or West while remaining the climate activist I am. In the near future, I will be proposing to my town of Ballston Spa that we become a zero carbon community by 2040 with help from three of my peers and the iMatter Climate Change organization. I will make my voice heard and I will not stop advocating for a better acted upon policy until I no longer can, because our irresponsible use of energy and so on will greatly affect the generations to come in ways I could never imagine. 
