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The 2017 Legislature is over, but the Legislature’s work never ends. Less than a 
month from now, preparation for the 2019 session will begin.  

A group called the Legislative Management committee will decide the number of 
interim committees, their membership, and what subjects they will examine. 
Legislative Management’s chairman is Sen. Raymon Holmberg, R-Grand Forks, who is 
also chairman of the Senate Appropriations Committee. A full list of Legislative 
Management members is here. 

The Legislative Management group is meeting May 31 in the state Capitol to choose its 
interim study topics. It will follow up with a meeting June 13 in Bismarck to establish 
the 2017-19 interim committees, the members of each committee, and each panel’s 
study assignments. 

The Legislature approved a number of requests to study North Dakota education, 
especially its system of providing state aid to local schools. These will probably be 
melded into a comprehensive study of the finance system and possible ways to change 
it. A study of education delivery reforms is also likely. 

In the meantime, here are summaries of how bills approved by the 2017 Legislature 
will affect education for the next two years and beyond: 

ADMINISTRATION 
HB1192: Should a school district default on its debt, the superintendent of public 
instruction must withhold enough of the district’s state aid to pay the bondholders. 
This provision should result in lower interest rates for bond issues, because it provides 
extra security for bond buyers. 

HB1253: Two adjacent school districts may transfer property between themselves if 
both school boards approve the transfer and the new boundaries of the school 
districts. Any proposed transfer requires a public hearing. 

HB1254: Reduces from 60 days to 30 days the amount of time a school board has to 
act on a request for a tuition waiver or payment. A parent starts the process by asking 
permission for a student to attend school outside his or her home district. The parent 
may ask the board to pay the student’s tuition or sign a tuition waiver contract. Any 
adverse decision by the school board may be appealed to the county superintendent. 

5/2/2017 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/interim/legislative-management
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-ray-holmberg
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/appropriations
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/interim/legislative-management
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0713-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0113-06000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0114-05000.pdf
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HB1296: All employers must file their Job Service North Dakota wage reports 
electronically, including those with 24 or fewer employees. This change will affects 
small schools that still file paper reports. This requirement takes effect for taxable 
years after Dec. 31. 

SB2152: Applications for a job with a school district or any other public entity are 
confidential until three or more applicants are designated as finalists. If fewer than 
three people apply for a job and meet the minimum requirements, their applications 
will be public. If none of the job applications are deemed suitable, they will remain 
confidential. 

SB2324: North Dakota law requires schools to conduct two performance evaluations of 
each teacher, principal and assistant superintendent for each of the first three years 
they are on the job. The first evaluation must be finished before Dec. 15, the second 
by March 15. The bill moves the deadline date for the second evaluation to April 15. 
Annual reviews after the third year are also due by April 15, instead of March 15. This 
law does not change the deadline dates for informing teachers or administrators that 
their contracts will not be renewed. 

ADULT EDUCATION 
HB1013 (Adult Education): Provides $225,000 for the Department of Public 
Instruction’s Displaced Homemaker Program, and $3.1 million for Adult Education, 
which supports a statewide network of adult learning centers. These centers help 
North Dakotans get their General Education Development certificates, which are the 
equivalent of a high school diploma. 

ASSESSMENTS 
HB1052: Allows for administration of the state assessment for reading, math and 
science at least once in grades nine through 12, instead of grades nine through 11. 
Future plans call for switching the state assessments from the 11th grade to the 10th 
grade. 

HB1389: This bill allows parents to refuse to have their children take state 
assessments in English, mathematics and science. Each year, parents must present a 
written directive to the school district that spells out their intent, using a form 
developed by the superintendent of public instruction. The state superintendent must 
compile a report showing how many parents submitted test refusals. The test refusal 
option does not include the ACT or WorkKeys assessment; the civics exam that is 
required for high school graduation; or any other test the school district requires to 
finish grades kindergarten through 12. Schools are not responsible for any 
consequences to the student resulting from a test refusal, and they are not obliged to 
provide the student something to do during test time. 

HB1428: Parents who teach their children at home may refuse to give them any 
standardized tests. Parents who intend to refuse to administer standardized tests 
must notify their home school district of their plans at the same time they notify the 
district that they will be teaching their children at home.  NDCC 15.10-23-02 lists the 
requirements for home-schooling notices. 

 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0822-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0418-05000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0971-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0498-05000.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/uploads/8/homemaker_brochure.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/SchoolStaff/AdultEd/alc_centers/
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/SchoolStaff/AdultEd/GED/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-8002-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0879-06000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0597-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t15-1c23.pdf#nameddest=15p1-23-02
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AUTISM 
SB2115: The North Dakota Autism Spectrum Task Force is growing from 14 members 
to 17. The Legislature added an American Indian tribal member, an adult with autism 
spectrum disorder, and a behavioral specialist. The governor will appoint the new 
members. The superintendent of public instruction, or someone chosen by her, was 
specified for the Department of Public Instruction’s membership of the group. 
 
BEHAVIORAL HEALTH 
HB1040: This requires the Department of Human Services to write rules for an 
“evidence-based drug and alcohol education program” for young people who are 
arrested for underage drinking. The bill also includes $150,000 for an early 
intervention pilot program for children with behavioral health problems; $100,000 for 
the Department of Human Services to contract for family support services for children 
with disabilities or behavioral health needs; and $100,00 for recovery and peer 
support for people with behavioral health problems. 
 

SB2038: A task force on children’s behavioral health will evaluate North Dakota’s 
behavioral health system for children “to ensure that a full continuum of care is 
available in the state.” The superintendent of public instruction, or someone chosen 
by her, will be a member of the task force. The bill also requires that elementary, 
middle and high school teachers and administrators get eight hours of professional 
development on youth behavioral health every two years, including training on 
trauma, bullying, and suicide prevention. 

SCR4003: This requests an interim legislative study of ways to improve the juvenile 
justice system, and an examination of how agencies that deal with juvenile offenders 
can work more closely together.  

BIDDING AND CONSTRUCTION  
SB2142: Construction managers must open bids from subcontractors in public. The 
manager will then choose his favored subcontractor. The school board “may influence” 
the selection of subcontractors. 
 
SB2146: Increases the threshold for requiring public bidding of a construction project 
from $100,000 to $150,000. A school board must demand a bond from the contractor 
before any work may be done. 

SB2182: School boards are not required to bid contracts to buy goods from prison 
industries (i.e., Roughrider Industries, the North Dakota penitentiary’s furniture 
manufacturing operation), or work activity centers, which generally employ people 
with chronic mental illness or physical or developmental disabilities. 

SB2272 (School Emergency Construction/Repair Loans): Provides $60 million from 
the state coal development trust fund for loans for emergency repairs, unexpected 
expansion projects, or unexpected replacement projects. Loans may range from 
$250,000 to $2 million, a maximum term of 20 years, and a maximum annual interest 
rate of 2 percent.  

 

https://www.nd.gov/dhs/autism/taskforce.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0183-11000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0182-08000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-8099-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0427-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0672-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0807-02000.pdf
https://www.roughriderindustries.com/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0919-06000.pdf
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SB2272 (School Construction Loans): Replaces a Bank of North Dakota school 
construction and remodeling loan fund with a revolving loan fund administered by the 
bank. Eligible construction or remodeling projects must cost at least $1 million and 
have an expected life of at least 30 years. Loans may be for no more than 20 years, 
with a top interest rate of 2 percent. The maximum loan is $10 million, unless the 
school district’s reserve fund is too large; in that case, the maximum loan is $8 
million.  

SB2272 (Construction Loan Money Available): This provides $225 million in school 
construction revolving loan fund money from the Strategic Investments and 
Improvements Fund, the Board of University and School Lands and the Foundation 
Aid Stabilization Fund. 

CRIME 
SB2249: A school board must ban a student from school extracurricular activities if 
he or she has been convicted of a crime involving violence or use of a weapon; is the 
subject of a restraining order, disorderly conduct order, or protection order issued 
against him or her by another student or school district employee; or if the school 
principal has information about a qualifying offense. 
 

DISTANCE EDUCATION 
HB1051: Removes the Department of Public Instruction’s responsibility to ensure that 
electronic courses are taught by qualified and licensed teachers and use North 
Dakota’s academic content and performance standards. Individual schools will now be 
responsible for making these assurances as part of the school approval process. 
 

SB2021: The Center for Distance Education will compile a list of courses it offers to all 
North Dakota school districts, and establish a clearinghouse for all online courses that 
are delivered to North Dakota schools. Each school district will be required to provide 
parents information about online course offerings. 

DUAL CREDIT 
SB2244: Requires the Board of Higher Education to establish a four-year pilot 
program to offer instructors an incentive to teach dual-credit courses in “core subject 
matter areas,” and provides $200,000 for expenses. Instructors who participate in the 
incentive program will receive tuition coupons that they may use to pay for 
postgraduate college classes. If they can’t use the coupons, they may transfer them to 
someone else.  
 
EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION 
SB2018: The Department of Commerce’s budget bill includes $1.5 million for early 
childhood education grants. Under SB2250, 4-year-olds who may receive reduced-
price school meals are eligible for a $1,000 annual grant; 4-year-olds who are eligible 
for free school meals may get a $2,000 grant. The early childhood education program 
must offer at least 400 hours of instruction over at least 32 consecutive weeks. 
Children who are enrolled in Head Start programs are not eligible for state early 
childhood education grants. 
 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0919-06000.pdf
https://bnd.nd.gov/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0919-06000.pdf
https://land.nd.gov/LandBoard/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0368-05000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-8000-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0529-05000.pdf
https://www.ndcde.org/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0679-04000.pdf
https://www.ndus.edu/board/sbhe-members/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0526-05000.pdf
https://www.commerce.nd.gov/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/journals/sr-dailyjnl-76.pdf#pagemode=bookmarks&Page1751
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/journals/sr-dailyjnl-76.pdf#pagemode=bookmarks&Page1751
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0371-09000.pdf
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SB2325: This requests an interim legislative study of the state’s early intervention 
system for children with disabilities from birth until age 3, including the role of federal 
law and how the system is funded. 

EDUCATION FINANCE 
HB1318: This requests that Legislative Management appoint a special 11-member 
legislative committee, made up of five senators and six representatives, to review North 
Dakota’s education funding formula, and “examine the delivery and administration of 
elementary and secondary education” and how changes may be needed because of 
“technological advances and global economics.” 
 
HB1324 (Student Payments): Specifies a state education aid payment of $9,646 per 
student for the 2017-18 and 2018-19 school years. School district funding will be at 
least 108 percent of each weighted student unit, an increase from 106 percent.  

HB1423: This requests an interim legislative study of “in lieu of” property tax 
payments to school districts, and to what extent, if any, these payments contribute to 
inequities in the state’s education aid funding formula. 

SB2272 (Definitions): Defines state aid to school districts, career and technical 
education grants, and “education-related property tax relief” as the “education-related 
purposes” for which the Foundation Aid Stabilization Fund may be used. 

SB2272 (Allotments): If the governor orders across-the-board budget cuts, the 
Foundation Aid Stabilization Fund can be used to protect career and technical 
education grants to school districts, as well as state per-pupil aid payments, special 
education payments, and transportation aid.  

SB2321: School districts that are part of cooperative agreements, and are considering 
a merger, may keep a larger reserve fund for two years. The surplus may be up to 35 
percent of the school’s expenditures, plus $100,000, without risking any deduction in 
state aid. The normal surplus maximum will be 35 percent of expenditures, plus 
$50,000. 

ENGLISH LEARNERS 
SB2272 (English learners): $500,000 for English learner grants, which will go to the 
four school districts that are serving the greatest number of EL students. The money 
may be used to hire teachers, interpreters and social workers, and to pay for ancillary 
services. 
 
ENROLLMENT GRANTS 
SB2272 (Enrollment Grants): $6 million is set aside for rapid enrollment grants to 
school districts. That is defined as an annual enrollment increase of at least 4 percent 
or 150 students, with a minimum increase of 20 students. Districts will get a $4,000 
grant for each student over the “rapid enrollment” threshold. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0806-05000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0586-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/interim/legislative-management
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0641-08000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0957-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0919-06000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0919-06000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0988-05000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0919-06000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0919-06000.pdf
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GENERAL GRANTS 
HB1013 (Grants): Department of Public Instruction “pass-through” grants that go 
directly from the agency to the grant recipient: 
--$20,000 for National Writing Projects, which would go to the Northern Plains Writing 
Project at Minot State University and the Red River Valley Writing Project at North 
Dakota State University. 

--$350,000 for Rural Art Outreach Projects, which finances art exhibitions in rural 
North Dakota communities; $238,000 for the North Central Council for Educational 
Media Services, which supports educational television and provides curriculum 
materials and teacher training under contract with Prairie Public of Fargo. 

--$2.05 million for a teacher mentoring program administered by the Education 
Standards and Practices Board, which is North Dakota’s independent teacher 
licensing agency. 

--$200,000 for the Global Bridges (Atlantik-Bruecke) Exchange, an association that 
organizes conferences for officials from business, politics, academia and the media to 
promote better understanding between the United States and Germany. 

--$30,000 for the North Dakota Youth Entrepreneurship Education Program, which is 
part of the Center for Innovation Foundation at the University of North Dakota. 

--$10,000 for the “We the People” program at the University of North Dakota. It is part 
of a national initiative by the California-based Center for Civic Education to encourage 
improved knowledge of civics among young people.  

GIFTED STUDENTS 
HB1013 (Governor’s Schools): $220,000 for North Dakota Governor’s Schools, a North 
Dakota State University six-week summer program for high-achieving high school 
sophomores and juniors who are interested in advanced instruction in engineering, 
mathematics and technology. 
 

HB1013 (Gifted and Talented): $800,000 of the $1.934 billion in state school aid 
payments is earmarked for supporting school district programs for gifted and talented 
students. The Department of Public Instruction will develop guidelines for gifted and 
talented payments to schools, and will encourage school districts to offer cooperative 
programs. 

GRADUATION 
SB2091: Makes a slight change in science graduation requirements. The existing 
requirement is three units of science, including one unit each of physical science and 
biology, plus one unit, or two half-units, of any other science. The new requirement is 
one unit each of biology, chemistry and physics, or one unit each of biology and 
physical science, plus one unit, or two half-units, of any other science. 
 
 

 

 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0498-05000.pdf
https://www.nwp.org/
http://www.minotstateu.edu/npwp/
http://www.minotstateu.edu/npwp/
https://www.ndsu.edu/english/red_river_valley_writing_project/
https://www.nd.gov/espb/profdev/forms.html
https://www.nd.gov/espb/
https://www.nd.gov/espb/
https://www.atlantik-bruecke.org/eng/about-us/
http://www.civiced.org/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0498-05000.pdf
https://www.ndsu.edu/govschool/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0498-05000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-8005-02000.pdf
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SB2185: Allows a computer science unit to be substituted for a math unit in meeting 
the high school graduation requirement of three math units. The computer science 
course must include upper-level mathematics work. The Department of Public 
Instruction will be consulting with the state university system and the Department of 
Career and Technical Education to decide on which computer science courses will be 
acceptable substitutes for an upper-level math course. 

GUNS 
HB1169: Allows anyone who is eligible to get a concealed weapons permit to carry a 
concealed weapon without a permit if they have had a North Dakota driver’s license or 
nondriver identification card for one year. This bill does NOT allow anyone to carry a 
concealed weapon in a school or on school property. A separate bill to allow concealed 
weapons on school grounds was defeated. 
 

HB1419: The Game and Fish Department will have $250,000 available for grants to 
promote shooting sports in “schools, clubs, and organized youth groups” in North 
Dakota. 

INNOVATION 
SB2186: Known as the education innovation bill, this legislation gives schools the 
opportunity to craft plans that they believe will improve teaching or education 
administration, provide more educational choices, or help students to do better in 
school. These proposals must have the endorsement of the local school board, and 
include evaluation benchmarks that will be used to judge whether the plans are 
reaching their goals. If a school’s innovation ideas conflict with provisions in North 
Dakota’s education law, the school may apply to Kirsten Baesler, the superintendent 
of public instruction, for a waiver to allow the project to go forward.  
 
INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS 
HB1358: This requests an interim legislative study of how North Dakota’s elementary 
and secondary schools may use “open source” (free and shared) instructional 
materials in classrooms, the potential savings from using those materials instead of 
buying textbooks, and the availability of foundation grants to help assist broader 
adoption of open-source materials. 
 

LEVERAGING THE SENIOR YEAR 
HB1013 (Program Grant Pool): Provides $1.53 million for several initiatives. The top 
priority is the “Leveraging the Senior Year” program, which was begun by 
Superintendent Baesler two years ago. It is aimed at providing more options for 
advanced coursework for seniors who are seeking greater academic challenges, and at 
providing help for seniors who may need extra instruction. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0437-03000.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/cte/
https://www.nd.gov/cte/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0086-06000.pdf
https://www.dot.nd.gov/divisions/driverslicense/driver.htm
https://www.dot.nd.gov/divisions/driverslicense/docs/proof-of-identification-documents.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0844-05000.pdf
https://gf.nd.gov/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0695-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0857-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0498-05000.pdf
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MEETINGS AND RECORDS 
HB1345: This bill includes a series of new exemptions from North Dakota’s open 
meetings and records laws, which affect school boards and other public boards. 
Training seminars “where no other public business is considered or discussed” are 
exempt from the law’s meeting notice requirements. Public boards and agencies are 
not required to provide paper copies of records that are available on the internet; if the 
requester insists on paper copies, the board or agency may charge a copying fee. A 
public entity may refuse to allow inspections of records or copies of them if “repeated 
requests for records disrupt other essential functions of the public entity.” A public 
entity also may ask for written clarification of open records requests. It may not ask 
for the identity of the requester. 
 

SB2152: Applications for a job with a school district or any other public entity are 
confidential until three or more applicants are designated as finalists. If fewer than 
three people apply for a job and meet the minimum requirements, their applications 
are public. If none of the job applications are deemed suitable, they will remain 
confidential. 

PRAYER  
HB1275: This specifies that students may participate in any student-initiated prayer 
“at an activity held on the premises of a public or nonpublic school.” This bill was 
meant to clarify students’ prayer rights at school athletic events. 
 
REFUGEES 
HB1427: This requests an interim legislative study of the impact of refugee 
resettlement in North Dakota, including the effects on public education, social 
services, employment and medical care. 
 
REGIONAL EDUCATION ASSOCIATIONS 
HB1013 (Regional Education Associations): This includes $100,000 to encourage 
consolidation of some of North Dakota’s eight regional education associations. 
 

HB1324 (Regional Education Associations): REAs will report to the state Board of 
Public School Education. Their books must be audited at least once every two years. 
The bill encourages regional education associations to “merge or partner with” other 
REAs or education service providers “to form the most efficient and effective system of 
support for the schools in this state.”  

RETIREMENT 
SB2030: This specifies that two full-time elementary or secondary school teachers will 
serve on the board of the Teachers’ Fund for Retirement. The governor shall choose 
the teachers from a list of three candidates submitted by North Dakota United. The bill 
also changes NDU’s former name from the “North Dakota Education Association” to 
“North Dakota United.” 
 

 
 
 
 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-8156-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t44c04.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t44c04.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0418-05000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0761-06000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0916-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0498-05000.pdf
http://www.ndrea.org/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0820-02000.pdf
http://www.ndrea.org/
https://www.governor.nd.gov/boards/BoardDetails.aspx?boardid=115
https://www.governor.nd.gov/boards/BoardDetails.aspx?boardid=115
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0043-05000.pdf
http://www.nd.gov/rio/tffr/
http://ndunited.org/
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SCHOLARSHIPS 
HB1283: This says a student who obtains a North Dakota academic or career and 
technical education scholarship must “maintain progress toward degree completion.” 
That “progress” is defined in the bill itself. The schedule with the minimum number of 
credits that must be earned is on page 2 of this.  
 
SEXUAL ABUSE 
SB2342: A task force on prevention of sexual abuse of children will collect information 
about the problem and make recommendations to the governor and Legislative 
Management on how to address it. The task force will include the superintendent of 
public instruction or someone chosen by her. The director of the Department of 
Human Services will organize the group. 
 
TEACHER DEBT FORGIVENESS 
SB2037: The Legislature restructured North Dakota’s student loan debt forgiveness 
program for teachers. Debt relief will go first to teachers who hold critical need 
positions in rural and remote town school districts; second, to teachers in shortage 
areas in rural or remote town school districts with fewer than 1,000 students; and 
third, to teachers in any other critical need position. No more than two teachers per 
school district will be eligible each year. The amounts of annual loan forgiveness range 
from $3,000 to $6,500. Additional details are here. 
 

TRANSCRIPTS 
HB1037: As a condition of getting Department of Public Instruction certification, a 
school must use North Dakota eTranscripts or an alternative transcript designated by 
the state Information Technology Department to generate official school transcripts for 
their students. These transcripts must be used to check eligibility for a North Dakota 
academic or career and technical education scholarship.  
 

TRANSPORTATION 
HB1013 (Transportation): $55.4 million for local school busing aid over two years, 
with reimbursement rates of $1.11 per mile for large buses (able to carry 10 or more 
passengers) and 52 cents per mile for smaller buses. Other payment specifics are on 
page 5 of HB1013. 
 
Thank you, everyone, for your time and attention during a tough session! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0683-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0683-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0954-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0191-06000.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/dpi/uploads/96/North_Dakota_DPI_Capitol_Tablet_April21_2017.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0253-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0498-05000.pdf
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Department of Public Instruction 
Legislative Bill Tracker 

Sine Die Edition – Tuesday, May 2, 2017 
 

Academic Support 
Bill No. Sponsor(s) Bill Description Committee Status 

HB1051 Superintendent 
of Public 
Instruction 

Repeals NDCC 15.1-21-15, a requirement that 
the superintendent of public instruction 
approve electronic course offerings for 
elementary and secondary school.  

Senate 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/2 

SB2185 Sen. Poolman, 
Rep. Owens 

Allows students to substitute one unit of 
computer science for a math unit to graduate 
from high school. Students who make the 
switch remain eligible for North Dakota 
academic and career and technical education 
scholarships. 

House 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/13 

SB2186 Sen. Poolman, 
Rep. D. 
Johnson 

Encourages local school districts to plan 
multiyear innovation projects, with the approval 
of the local school board and the 
superintendent of public instruction.  

House 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/3 

SB2201 Sen. Rust, Rep. 
Devlin 

Bars any discipline of a student media adviser 
at a public college or K-12 school for protecting 
a student journalist who is exercising his or her 
right to free speech and freedom of the press.  

House 
Judiciary 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/5 

SB2244 Sen. Schaible, 
Rep. D. 
Johnson 

Requires the Board of Higher Education to 
establish a four-year pilot program to encourage 
teaching of dual-credit courses in public and 
private high schools. Appropriates $200,000 for 
the program. 

House 
Appropriations 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/5 

Assessments 

Bill No. Sponsor(s) Bill Description Committee Status 

HB1052 Superintendent 
of Public 
Instruction 

Authorizes the administration of the North 
Dakota State Assessment in English, 
mathematics and science in grades nine 
through 12, instead of nine through 11. 

Senate 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/9 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-8000-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/cencode/t15-1c21.pdf#nameddest=15p1-21-15
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1051.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1051.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1051.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1051.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0437-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-nicole-poolman
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-mark-s-owens
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2185.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2185.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2185.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2185.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0695-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-nicole-poolman
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-dennis-johnson
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-dennis-johnson
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2186.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2186.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2186.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2186.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0714-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-david-s-rust
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-bill-devlin
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-bill-devlin
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/judiciary
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/judiciary
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2201.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2201.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2201.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2201.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0679-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-donald-schaible
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-dennis-johnson
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-dennis-johnson
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/appropriations
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/appropriations
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2244.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2244.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2244.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2244.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-8002-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1052.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1052.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1052.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1052.html
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HB1389 Rep. B. 
Koppelman, 
Sen. 
Burckhard 

Gives a parent the explicit authority to refuse to 
have his or her child take part in any state 
school assessment. The parent would have to 
make the request in writing.  

Conference 
Committee 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/18 

Budget 
Bill No. Sponsor(s) Bill Description Committee Status 

HB1013 Appropriations Appropriates $2.35 billion for the Department of 
Public Instruction, the State Library, the School 
for the Deaf/Resource Center for Deaf and Hard 
of Hearing, and North Dakota Vision 
Services/School for the Blind.  

Conference  
Committee 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/25 

HB1029 Government 
Finance 

Requires state agencies to do an analysis before 
applying for federal funds/grants. Continues 
study of federal laws and rules affecting North 
Dakota government agencies, and whether it 
would be feasible to reject federal aid if the 
accompanying regulations were too 
burdensome.  

Senate 
Appropriations 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/29 
 

HB1173 Rep. 
Kempenich, 
Sen. Klein 

Gives the Legislative Audit and Fiscal Review 
Committee authority to recommend budget cuts 
to state agencies that fail to remedy audit 
shortcomings within four years after they are 
reported. 

Senate 
Government 
and Veterans 
Affairs 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/22 

HCR3014 Rep. Keiser, 
Sen. Cook 

Requests a Legislative Management study of 
legal notice requirements for the state and 
political subdivisions, the cost of publishing 
legal notices, and alternatives to publishing 
legal notices in newspapers. 

Senate 
Political 
Subdivisions 

Filed 
with 
secretary 
of state, 
4/3 

SB2013 Appropriations Appropriations bill for the Board of University 
and School Lands.  

Conference 
Committee 

Passed 
in 
House, 
58-32, 
4/26 
 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0879-06000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-ben-koppelman
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-ben-koppelman
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-randall-a-burckhard
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-randall-a-burckhard
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1389.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1389.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1389.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1389.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0498-05000.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/dpi
https://www.nd.gov/dpi
http://www.library.nd.gov/
https://www.nd.gov/ndsd/
https://www.nd.gov/ndsd/
https://www.nd.gov/ndsd/
https://www.ndvisionservices.com/
https://www.ndvisionservices.com/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/subject-index/major-topic.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/subject-index/major-topic.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/subject-index/major-topic.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/subject-index/major-topic.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0196-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/appropriations
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/appropriations
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1029.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1029.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1029.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1029.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0010-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-keith-kempenich
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-keith-kempenich
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-jerry-klein
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1173.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1173.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1173.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1173.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-3057-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-george-j-keiser
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-dwight-cook
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/political-subdivisions
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/political-subdivisions
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/political-subdivisions
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba3014.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba3014.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba3014.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba3014.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba3014.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0521-05000.pdfhttp:/www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0521-05000.pdf
https://land.nd.gov/
https://land.nd.gov/
http://video.legis.nd.gov/pb2/powerbrowser_Desktop.aspx?wowzaplaystart=760000&ContentEntityId=1984&MediaStart=2017-04-26T13%3a07%3a52-06%3a00&browser=0
http://video.legis.nd.gov/pb2/powerbrowser_Desktop.aspx?wowzaplaystart=760000&ContentEntityId=1984&MediaStart=2017-04-26T13%3a07%3a52-06%3a00&browser=0
http://video.legis.nd.gov/pb2/powerbrowser_Desktop.aspx?wowzaplaystart=760000&ContentEntityId=1984&MediaStart=2017-04-26T13%3a07%3a52-06%3a00&browser=0
http://video.legis.nd.gov/pb2/powerbrowser_Desktop.aspx?wowzaplaystart=760000&ContentEntityId=1984&MediaStart=2017-04-26T13%3a07%3a52-06%3a00&browser=0
http://video.legis.nd.gov/pb2/powerbrowser_Desktop.aspx?wowzaplaystart=760000&ContentEntityId=1984&MediaStart=2017-04-26T13%3a07%3a52-06%3a00&browser=0
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SB2019 Appropriations Appropriates $41.6 million for the Board for 
Career and Technical Education. Includes $1 
million in workforce training grants, to be 
divided equally among Bismarck State College, 
Williston State College, Lake Region State 
College in Devils Lake, and the North Dakota 
State College of Science in Wahpeton. 
 

Conference 
Committee 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/26 

Early Learning 

Bill No. Sponsor(s) Bill Description Committee Status 

SB2018 Appropriations Appropriations bill for the Department of 
Commerce.  

Conference 
Committee 

Passed 
in 
House, 
63-25, 
4/26 

SB2060 Sen. Poolman, 
Rep. Streyle 

Requires parental notification of investigations 
into early childhood service providers who are 
providing services to their children. Requires 
disclosure of some investigation details to 
parents. 

House Human 
Services 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/30 

SB2090 Sen. 
Bekkedahl, 
Rep. 
Damschen 

Raises renewal fees for child care providers who 
do not renew their licenses within 60 days after 
they expire. Requires child care providers to be 
trained in how to use an automated external 
defibrillator. 

House Human 
Services 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/14 

SB2250 Sen. Poolman, 
Rep. Schreiber-
Beck 

Continues early childhood education annual 
grant program for 4-year-olds: $1,000 for 
children eligible for reduced-price meals, and 
$2,000 for children eligible for free meals. 
Students who are part of a federal Head Start 
program may not be counted in determining a 
school district’s state aid payment. 

House 
Appropriations 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/10 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0527-05000.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/cte/
https://www.nd.gov/cte/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2019.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2019.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2019.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2019.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0526-05000.pdf
http://video.legis.nd.gov/pb2/powerbrowser_Desktop.aspx?wowzaplaystart=1388000&ContentEntityId=1990&MediaStart=2017-04-26T19%3a18%3a09-06%3a00&browser=0
http://video.legis.nd.gov/pb2/powerbrowser_Desktop.aspx?wowzaplaystart=1388000&ContentEntityId=1990&MediaStart=2017-04-26T19%3a18%3a09-06%3a00&browser=0
http://video.legis.nd.gov/pb2/powerbrowser_Desktop.aspx?wowzaplaystart=1388000&ContentEntityId=1990&MediaStart=2017-04-26T19%3a18%3a09-06%3a00&browser=0
http://video.legis.nd.gov/pb2/powerbrowser_Desktop.aspx?wowzaplaystart=1388000&ContentEntityId=1990&MediaStart=2017-04-26T19%3a18%3a09-06%3a00&browser=0
http://video.legis.nd.gov/pb2/powerbrowser_Desktop.aspx?wowzaplaystart=1388000&ContentEntityId=1990&MediaStart=2017-04-26T19%3a18%3a09-06%3a00&browser=0
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0369-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-nicole-poolman
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-roscoe-streylehttp:/www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-roscoe-streyle
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/human-services
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/human-services
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2060.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2060.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2060.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2060.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0391-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-brad-bekkedahl
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-brad-bekkedahl
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-chuck-damschen
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-chuck-damschen
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/human-services
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/human-services
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2090.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2090.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2090.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2090.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0371-09000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-nicole-poolman
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-cynthia-schreiber-beck
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-cynthia-schreiber-beck
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/appropriations
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/appropriations
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2250.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2250.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2250.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2250.html
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Human Resources 
Bill No. Sponsor(s) Bill Description Committee Status 

SB2152 Sen. Laffen, 
Rep. Kasper 

Makes employment applications for state and 
local government agencies confidential until 
three or more finalists for the job are identified. 
Applications of finalists will be public records.  

House Political 
Subdivisions 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/30 

Indian and Multicultural Education 
Bill No. Sponsor(s) Bill Description Committee Status 

SB2144 Sen. Wardner, 
Rep. D. 
Johnson 

Workforce development grants given to tribal 
community colleges must be awarded according 
to how successful the college’s graduates are at 
getting jobs. Appropriates $500,000 for grants. 

Conference  
Committee 
 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/20 

Management and Information Systems 

Bill No. Sponsor(s)  Bill Description  Committee Status 

HB1088 Office of 
Management 
and Budget 

Requires state agencies to contribute a share of 
the insurance cost for coverage of the expense of 
a data breach. 

Senate 
Government 
and Veterans 
Affairs 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/2 

Policy and Governance 
Bill No. Sponsor(s) Bill Description Committee Status 

HB1253 Rep. Sukut, 
Sen. 
Bekkedahl 

Gives two school boards authority to transfer 
property between each other if the swap is 
agreed upon by the respective school boards, 
county committees, and the State Board of 
Public School Education. 

Senate 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/24 

HB1275 Rep. K. 
Koppelman, 
Sen. Erbele 

Student-led prayers before school athletic 
events must be allowed on school grounds at 
both public and nonpublic schools. No student 
may be prohibited from taking part in the 
student-led prayer. 

Conference 
Committee 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/24 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0418-05000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-lonnie-j-laffen
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-jim-kasper
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/political-subdivisions
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/political-subdivisions
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2152.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2152.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2152.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2152.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0703-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-rich-wardner
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-dennis-johnson
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-dennis-johnson
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2144.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2144.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2144.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2144.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-8014-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1088.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1088.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1088.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1088.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0113-06000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-gary-r-sukut
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-brad-bekkedahl
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-brad-bekkedahl
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1253.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1253.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1253.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1253.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0761-06000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-kim-koppelmanhttp:/www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-kim-koppelman
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-kim-koppelmanhttp:/www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-kim-koppelman
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-robert-erbele
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1275.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1275.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1275.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1275.html


Page 14 
 

HB1318 Rep. Schatz Requests a Legislative Management study of the 
effects of the state aid funding formula for K-12 
education, and an examination of possible 
changes to how K-12 education is provided. 

Senate 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/13 
 

HB1345 Rep. Devlin, 
Sen. 
Armstrong 

Includes several new exemptions to North 
Dakota’s open records and meetings laws. 
Public entities are not required to provide copies 
of requested public records if the records are 
available on the internet. Public entities are 
allowed to refuse repeated requests for records 
if the requests “disrupt other essential 
functions” of the public entity. 

Senate 
Judiciary 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/11 

HB1358 Rep. Beadle, 
Sen. Casper 

Requests a Legislative Management study of the 
use of open educational resources in K-12 
schools, including an analysis of potential cost 
savings and possible partnerships with private 
foundations in offering open-source materials. 

Senate 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/22 

HB1419 Rep. Mock, 
Sen. Oban 

Provides $250,000 to the Game and Fish 
Department to establish a shooting sports 
program that would be made available to 
schools, clubs and organized youth groups in 
North Dakota.  

Senate 
Appropriations 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/14 

HCR3016 Rep. Headland Requests a Legislative Management study of 
moving local elections from the primary election 
in June to the November general election during 
even-numbered years. 

Senate 
Political 
Subdivisions 

Filed 
with 
secretary 
of state, 
4/7 

SB2021 Appropriations 
Committee 

Appropriations bill for the Information 
Technology Department. 

Conference 
Committee 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/25 

SB2165 Sen. 
Kannianen, 
Rep. 
Damschen 

Requires a school board member who resigns to 
present his or her resignation notice to the 
school district’s business manager. 

House 
Government 
and Veterans 
Affairs 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/22 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0586-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-mike-schatz
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1318.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1318.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1318.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1318.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-8156-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-bill-devlin
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-kelly-m-armstrong
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-kelly-m-armstrong
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/judiciary
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/judiciary
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1345.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1345.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1345.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1345.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0857-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-thomas-beadle
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-jonathan-casper
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1358.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1358.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1358.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1358.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0844-05000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-corey-mock
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-erin-oban
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/appropriations
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/appropriations
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1419.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1419.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1419.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1419.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-3043-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-craig-headland
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/political-subdivisions
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/political-subdivisions
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/political-subdivisions
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba3016.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba3016.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba3016.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba3016.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba3016.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0529-05000.pdf
https://www.nd.gov/itd/
https://www.nd.gov/itd/
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2021.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2021.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2021.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2021.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0782-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-jordan-kannianen
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-jordan-kannianen
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-chuck-damschenhttp:/www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-chuck-damschen
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-chuck-damschenhttp:/www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-chuck-damschen
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2165.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2165.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2165.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2165.html
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SB2182 Sen. Vedaa, 
Rep. C. 
Johnson 

Exempts school district purchases from prison 
industries or work activity centers from a 
requirement to advertise and seek competitive 
bids on contracts greater than $25,000. 

House 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/15 

SB2249 Sen. Poolman, 
Rep. Delmore 

Requires school districts to prohibit any student 
who is convicted of a serious crime, or who is 
the subject of a non-temporary restraining 
order, from participating in any event 
administered by the North Dakota High School 
Activities Association. 

House 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/29 
 

SB2324 Sen. Poolman Extends the deadline for supplying a written 
spring performance review to a teacher, 
principal, and assistant or associate 
superintendent from March 15 to April 15. 

House 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/13 

Safe and Healthy Schools 
Bill No. Sponsor(s) Bill Description Committee Status 

HB1040 Human 
Services 

Authorizes the Department of Human Services 
to adopt rules to establish a drug and alcohol 
education program for individuals younger than 
21. Appropriates $350,000 for three programs: 
a children’s prevention and early intervention 
behavioral health services pilot project; a peer-
to-peer support project; and for family-to-family 
support services.  

Conference 
Committee 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/26 
 

HB1041 Incarceration 
Issues 

Eliminates a penalty for a drug offense 
committed within 1,000 feet of school grounds. 
Keeps the penalty for a drug offense if the 
alleged crime takes place on the school grounds 
themselves.  

Conference 
Committee 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/21 

HB1334 Rep. Meier, 
Sen. Myrdal 

Prohibits high-risk sexual offenders from living 
within 500 feet of the grounds of a private or 
public school.  

Senate 
Judiciary 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/14 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0807-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-shawn-vedaa
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-craig-a-johnson
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-craig-a-johnson
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2182.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2182.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2182.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2182.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0368-05000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-nicole-poolman
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-lois-delmore
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2249.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2249.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2249.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2249.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0971-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-nicole-poolman
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2324.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2324.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2324.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2324.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0183-11000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1040.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1040.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1040.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1040.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0197-09000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1041.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1041.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1041.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1041.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0629-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-lisa-meier
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-janne-myrdal
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/judiciary
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/judiciary
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1334.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1334.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1334.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1334.html
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HB1341 Rep. Rick C. 
Becker 

Makes it a Class B misdemeanor to possess 
marijuana on school grounds. Stipulates that 
enhanced penalties for making, possessing or 
selling controlled substances do not apply 
unless the offense happens within 300 feet of 
the property of a school between 6 a.m. and 10 
p.m., or doing a school-sponsored activity.  

Conference 
Committee 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/18 

HB1427 Rep. Olson, 
Sen. Holmberg 

Requests a Legislative Management study of 
refugee resettlement issues, including the role 
that state and local government plays in refugee 
resettlement.  

Senate 
Political 
Subdivisions 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/11 

SB2038 Human 
Services 

Establishes a task force on children’s behavioral 
health that would include the superintendent of 
public instruction or someone she designates. 
The group would guide efforts to provide “a full 
continuum of behavioral health care” for 
children. 

House Human 
Services 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/7 

SB2154 Sen. Wardner,  
Rep. Carlson 

Delays the new North Dakota medical 
marijuana initiative (Compassionate Care Act) 
from taking effect until July 31. Includes an 
emergency clause. 

House Human 
Services 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
1/26 

SB2342 Sen. 
Grabinger, 
Rep. Satrom 

Creates a state task force to develop 
recommendations to reduce the sexual abuse of 
children. The group includes the 
superintendent of public instruction or someone 
designated by her. 

House Human 
Services 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/7 

SB2344 Sen. Wardner,  
Rep. Carlson 

Outlines state Health Department regulation of 
medical marijuana. 
 

House Human 
Services 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/17 

SCR4003 Sen. Wardner Requests a Legislative Council study of ways to 
improve the juvenile justice system, and study 
the age at which a juvenile may be prosecuted 
as an adult. 

House 
Judiciary 

Filed 
with 
secretary 
of state, 
4/3 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-index/bi1341.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-rick-c-becker
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-rick-c-becker
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1341.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1341.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1341.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1341.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0916-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-christopher-d-olson
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-ray-holmberg
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/political-subdivisions
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/political-subdivisions
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/political-subdivisions
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1427.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1427.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1427.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1427.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0182-08000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/human-services
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/human-services
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2038.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2038.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2038.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2038.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0631-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-rich-wardner
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-al-carlson
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/human-services
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/human-services
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2154.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2154.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2154.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2154.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0954-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-john-grabinger
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-john-grabinger
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-bernie-satrom
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/human-services
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/human-services
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2342.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2342.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2342.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2342.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0630-05000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-rich-wardner
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-al-carlson
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/human-services
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/human-services
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2344.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2344.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2344.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2344.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-8099-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-rich-wardner
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/judiciary
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/judiciary
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba4003.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba4003.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba4003.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba4003.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba4003.html
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School Finance and Organization 
Bill No. Sponsor(s) Bill Description Committee Status 

HB1189 Rep. Keiser, 
Sen. 
Burckhard 

Allows state agencies to hire architects, 
engineers, construction managers and land 
surveyors without advertising for bids if the 
project’s fees are expected to be less than 
$35,000. The ceiling is now $25,000.   

Senate 
Government 
and Veterans 
Affairs 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/13 

HB1192 Rep. Klemin Says school districts must give notice at least 
15 working days in advance that they will be 
able to make a bond payment on time. If a bond 
payment is late, the superintendent of public 
instruction must withhold a portion of a school 
district’s state aid. 

Senate 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/22 

HB1254 Rep. Sukut, 
Sen. 
Bekkedahl 

Gives parents whose children want to attend 
school outside their home school district to 
request a waiver of the tuition the new district 
would normally charge. Sets up an appeal 
process for disputes.  

Senate 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/30 

HB1324 Rep. Owens, 
Sen. Rust 

Sets per-pupil payment for education aid for the 
next two years at its current amount of $9,646 
per student. Changes how state aid payments 
are calculated. This is the state school aid 
policy bill.  

Conference 
Committee 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/24 

HB1423 Rep. Mitskog, 
Sen. 
Heckaman 

Requests a Legislative Management study of 
North Dakota’s funding formula for elementary 
and secondary education.  

Senate 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/30 

SB2101 Department of 
Trust Lands 

Eliminates a requirement that interest income 
and earnings from the coal development trust 
fund be deposited in a school construction 
assistance loan fund, and directs that the 
money go to the general fund instead. 

House Finance 
and Taxation 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/14 

SB2146 Sen. 
Kannianen, 
Rep. Beadle 

Increases the threshold at which public 
improvement projects must be bid from 
$100,000 to $150,000. Requires contractor 
bonds for projects worth more than $150,000. 

House 
Industry, 
Business and 
Labor 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/24 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0556-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-george-j-keiser
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-randall-a-burckhard
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-randall-a-burckhard
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/government-and-veterans-affairs
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1189.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1189.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1189.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1189.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0713-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-lawrence-r-klemin
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1192.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1192.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1192.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1192.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0114-05000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-gary-r-sukut
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-brad-bekkedahl
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-brad-bekkedahl
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1254.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1254.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1254.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1254.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0641-08000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-mark-s-owens
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-david-s-rust
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1324.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1324.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1324.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1324.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0957-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-alisa-mitskog
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-joan-heckaman
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-joan-heckaman
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1423.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1423.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1423.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1423.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-8029-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/finance-and-taxation
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/finance-and-taxation
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2101.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2101.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2101.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2101.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0672-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-jordan-kannianen
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-jordan-kannianen
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-thomas-beadle
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/industry-business-and-labor
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/industry-business-and-labor
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/industry-business-and-labor
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/industry-business-and-labor
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2146.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2146.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2146.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2146.html
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SB2147 Sen. 
Kannianen, 
Rep. Beadle 

Affects bond requirements for public 
improvement projects that use construction 
managers. 

House 
Industry, 
Business and 
Labor 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/29 

SB2222 Sen. Schaible, 
Rep. Kading 

Moves the annual deadline from June 10 to 
July 10 by which a county auditor must inform 
each school district’s business manager about 
the district’s amount of uncollected taxes. 

House Finance 
and Taxation 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/13 

SB2272 Sen. Schaible, 
Rep. Monson 

Makes $50 million available to refinance loans 
made under a Bank of North Dakota school 
construction loan program. Earmarks $75 
million from the foundation aid stabilization 
fund for a school construction revolving loan 
program; $6 million for rapid enrollment grants; 
and $500,000 for English language learner 
grants to school districts. 

House 
Appropriations 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/10 

SB2288 Sen. Cook, 
Rep. Headland 

Requires the county treasurer to notify property 
owners in the county’s taxing districts about 
the date and time of the taxing district’s public 
hearing on its property tax levy. Says the notice 
must contain detailed information about 
property values and taxes owed, and about 
whether the district intends to raise property 
tax rates. 

House Finance 
and Taxation 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/29 
 

SB2307 Sen. Rust, Rep. 
D. Johnson 

A student who is in foster care is considered to 
be part of the school district where the 
student’s foster parent is living. 

House 
Appropriations 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/3 

SB2321 Sen. Wanzek, 
Rep. Headland 

Lowers a school district’s state aid payment if 
its June 30 reserve fund balance is greater than 
35 percent of its expenses, plus $100,000, if the 
school district has a cooperative resource-
sharing agreement with another district, and 
the schools are considering reorganization. 
Otherwise, the aid payment is lowered if the 
June 30 reserve fund is greater than 35 percent 
of a district’s expenses, plus $50,000. 
 

Conference 
Committee 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/18 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0673-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-jordan-kannianen
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http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-thomas-beadle
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http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2222.html
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http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-donald-schaible
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http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-dwight-cook
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-craig-headland
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/finance-and-taxation
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http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-terry-m-wanzek
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-craig-headland
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba2321.html
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School Approval and Opportunity 
Bill No. Sponsor(s) Bill Description Committee Status 

HB1037 Higher 
Education 

Elementary and secondary schools must use 
the E-Transcripts system, or an alternative 
system designated by the superintendent of 
public instruction and the Information 
Technology Department, for generating official 
transcripts. 

Conference 
Committee 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/13 

HB1098 Education 
Standards and 
Practices 
Board 

Provides some flexibility in teacher licensing 
regulations from prekindergarten through 12th 
grade.  

Senate 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/13 

HB1283 Rep. B. 
Koppelman, 
Sen. 
Burckhard 

College students who qualify for North Dakota 
academic or career and technical education 
scholarships remain eligible for the 
scholarships if they keep a college grade-point 
average of at least 2.75 and “maintain progress 
toward degree completion.” Sets out criteria for 
determining progress toward a degree. 

Senate 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/13 

HB1428 Rep. Olson, 
Sen. Erbele 

Allows any parent who is home-schooling his or 
her child to refuse to administer standardized 
achievement tests to the child.  

Senate 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/3 

SB2037 Higher 
Education 

Revamps a state teacher student loan 
forgiveness program to focus on teachers who 
work in shortage or critical needs areas in rural 
or remote town school districts.   

Conference 
Committee 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/24 

SB2091 Superintendent 
of Public 
Instruction 

Clarifies science requirements for high school 
graduation, and to qualify for the North Dakota 
academic scholarship. 

House 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/13 

Special Education 
Bill No. Sponsor(s) Bill Description Committee Status 

HB1085 Rep. D. 
Anderson, Sen. 
Mathern 

Establishes a governor’s brain injury advisory 
council. The council would include a nonvoting 
member chosen by the Department of Public 
Instruction. 

Conference 
Committee 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/17 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0253-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1037.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1037.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1037.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1037.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-8031-04000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1098.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1098.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1098.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1098.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0683-04000.pdf
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http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-randall-a-burckhard
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
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http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1283.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1283.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1283.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1283.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-0597-03000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-christopher-d-olson
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-robert-erbele
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http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/education
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1428.html
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http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-8005-02000.pdf
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http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/house/representative-dick-anderson
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http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/members/senate/senator-tim-mathern
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1085.html
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/bill-actions/ba1085.html
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HB1135 Department of 
Human 
Services 

Abolishes the State Committee on Employment 
of People with Disabilities and transfers its 
duties to the state Rehabilitation Council.  
NDDPI’s special education director is a non-
voting member of the committee. 

Senate Human 
Services 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/2 

SB2030 Education Requires the governor to appoint two 
elementary and secondary teachers to the 
Teachers’ Fund for Retirement board. The 
governor must pick from a list submitted by 
North Dakota United. Changes references in 
state law from “North Dakota Education 
Association” to “North Dakota United.” 

House 
Education 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/13 

SB2039 Human 
Services 

Changes the term “mental health” to “behavioral 
health” and the term “chronically mentally ill” to 
“serious and persistent mental illness.” 
Changes how the Department of Human 
Services provides behavioral health services and 
how regional human service centers are 
managed. Requires regional human services 
centers to be accredited by a national 
accrediting body.   

Conference 
Committee 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/18 

SB2041 Human 
Services 

Orders the Department of Human Services to 
evaluate whether the state’s developmental 
disability Medicaid waiver should include Down 
syndrome and other medical conditions. 

Conference 
Committee 
 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
4/17 

SB2115 Department of 
Human 
Services 

Gives the superintendent of public instruction 
authority to designate the department’s 
representative on an autism spectrum disorder 
task force. Adds a behavioral specialist, an 
adult with autism spectrum disorder and an 
American Indian tribal member to the task 
force.  

House Human 
Services 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/29 

SB2172 Sen. Oban, 
Rep. Rohr 

Creates an occupational category of “speech-
language pathology assistant,” licensed by the 
State Board of Examiners on Audiology and 
Speech-Language Pathology. 

House Human 
Services 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/21 

http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/documents/17-8074-02000.pdf
http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/senate/human-services
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http://www.legis.nd.gov/assembly/65-2017/committees/house/human-services
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SB2325 Sen. Poolman, 
Rep. Meier 

Requests a Legislative Management study of the 
state’s early intervention system for children 
from birth until age 3. Requires the governor to 
designate a lead agency to coordinate early 
intervention services.  

House Human 
Services 

Signed 
by 
governor, 
3/29 

Questions or comments? 
Please contact Dale Wetzel 
Public Information Specialist 
North Dakota Department of Public Instruction 
Office Phone: 701-328-2247 Mobile: 701-400-8557 
Email: dewetzel@nd.gov 
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